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Be There 

                                                                                              
A quick hug, a smile, a simple question will show your child you care. 

  
Memorial Day Holiday 
  
Monday, May 27, is Memorial Day.  All schools and district offices will be closed. 
  
Graduations Start Next Thursday 
  
Graduation ceremonies will be held for area high schools beginning May 30 and ending June 2.  
Admission will be $3 per person.  Parking will be $5 for ceremonies held at the Daytona Beach 
Ocean Center.  Tickets are being presold at each of the high schools.   
  
Early Release Days/Last Day of School  
  
Only two early release days remain this school year on Wednesday, May 29, and on the last 
day of school for students, Tuesday, June 4.  Teachers will wrap up the year on Wednesday, 
June 5.  Report cards will be available on the ParentPortal Tuesday, June 11, and begin being 
distributed Monday, June 17. 
  
Schools and District Offices Closed Fridays 
  
Schools and district offices will be closed Friday, June 7, as part of the district’s energy cost-
savings initiative.  Schools and district offices will also be closed on June 14, June 21, June 28, 
July 12, July 19, July 26, August 2 and August 9.  Schools and offices will be open Friday, July 
5, due to the Independence Day holiday on Thursday, July 4. 
  
Deltona High Student Designs Winning Icon 
  



Several Deltona High students in John Scott’s Digital Design 2 class entered a competition to 
design the icon for the Florida Department of Education's Facebook page.  Among the hundreds 
of entries from students throughout Florida, the design created by Emmanuel Ramirez, junior, 
was chosen as the winning icon.  Education Commissioner Tony Bennett will visit the campus 
on May 31 to recognize Emmanuel. 
  
Florida KidCare 
  
Children with health insurance are more likely to get preventative care, receive treatment for 
chronic illness and take prescription medications. Children with health insurance are less likely 
to miss school because they are sick. It boosts their performance in the classroom and means 
fewer lost work days for their parents or guardians.  
  
Volusia County Schools has partnered with Florida KidCare to assist parents with enrolling and 
renewing in the Florida KidCare insurance program. Kathyann Carmona, RN, provides 
assistance to parents and will attend school functions. She can be reached at (386) 734-7190, 
extension 20516. 
  
VCS Literacy Leader Awards 
The Secondary Reading and English Language Arts office, congratulates the following 
individuals for being recognized for their contributions to improving school-wide literacy: 
  

• Content Area Literacy Teacher – Jennifer Stach, Spanish teacher and World Languages 
chair – New Smyrna Beach High School 

• English Teacher – Brian Lysholm, 11th grade English and Creative Writing – New 
Smyrna Beach High School 

• Reading Teacher – Monica Prather, 6th grade Reading and 7th grade Language Arts – 
Hinson Middle School 

• Literacy Leader – Rebecca Jenkins, Media Specialist – Heritage Middle School 
• Dr. Margaret Smith was recognized for her continued support of literacy and her 

dedication to the students of Volusia County Schools 
  
Math Teachers Recognized 
  
On May 9, Volusia Council Teachers of Mathematics (VCTM) recognized the hard work and 
dedication of many teachers at their annual Teacher of the Year banquet.  Special recognition 
went to the top five math Teacher of the Year finalists: Mariana Bianco, Volusia Virtual; Tiffany 
Parson, Deltona Middle; Katrina Hall, Enterprise Elementary; John Holland, Heritage Middle; 
and Paul Falk, Discovery Elementary. Congratulations to Mrs. Mariana Bianco who was named 
VCTM’s 2013 Mathematics Teacher of the Year. 
  
PDK Celebrates Teachers 
  
The East Central Florida Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa closed its year by celebrating teachers. 
Following remarks from Dr. Margaret Smith, Superintendent of Schools, PDK members enjoyed 
reflections from new teachers, Christina Chan, Pine Trail Elementary; Alex Sanchez, Starke 
Elementary; and Heather Flynn, University High School. Earlier this year, PDK recognized its 
2013 award recipients: Pat Miller, Educator of the Year; Dr. Alicia Parker, Researcher of the 
Year; and Betty Shepherd, Lay Person of the Year. 
  
News of Note 
  



On Saturday May 25, Campbell Middle’s students will be holding its 6th Annual Paint Party 
sponsored by the Campbell Night Alive (CNA) program.  Each year Campbell chooses a home 
in the local community that is in need of a little TLC and Campbell’s finest volunteer their time 
and services.  This year’s home is located directly beside the school at 459 South Keech Street 
in Daytona Beach. The student volunteers are equally as excited as the owner.  The goal is to 
teach students that no matter what their own circumstances are, they can still give back to those 
who may not be able to help themselves. 
 
The students at Champion Elementary enjoy the rewards of reading.  Students who reached 
the top level for Reading Counts were rewarded with a lunch at Red Lobster.  During this 
luncheon, students were treated to an up-close visit from the lobsters; learning all kinds of facts 
about the crustaceans.  Many of the students were energized from this trip and said they 
couldn’t wait to do it again next year.  This year there were a record number of students who 
reached the highest level in Reading Counts. This program helps to build strong reading skills 
creating a pathway to success in school and life.  We hope to continue this record breaking 
pattern next year. 
  
Citrus Grove Elementary celebrated its second annual Earth Day on May 1 with picnics, 
gardening and nature tours.  Grade levels were given plots and students spent the day filling the 
beds with beautiful flowers.  Families came to picnic with their children.  Students from the 
Earth's Best Friend club gave tours of the school nature trail and worked in the butterfly garden 
creating a beautiful home for our winged friends.  Art students created Dale Chihuly bowls out of 
recycled coffee filters.  It was a wonderful day to be at the Grove! 
  
The Citrus Grove Elementary media center will be hosting a special summer reading program 
that is open to all Citrus Grove students and their families.  The theme is “Reading is Magic!” 
and the program will include family book clubs, story times, crafts and more. The dates of the 
program are: June 13, June 20, June 27, July 3, July 10, July 18, July 25. 
  
As the culminating activity to Citrus Grove Elementary’s “One Book, One School, One Sweet 
Adventure” literacy experience, the school’s drama department performed “Willy Wonka Jr.” 
 Fifty-five students and numerous faculty members worked together during the year to bring this 
classic story to life with music from the original movie.  The show was performed three times to 
sell-out crowds.  The funds raised will support the Citrus Grove PTA. 
  
Students in all grades at Deltona Lakes Elementary were invited to participate in the annual 
PTA Talent Showcase.  Open auditions were held and 18 acts were chosen to perform on May 
9.  Talents included singing, dancing, whistling, a soccer skills demo, and a Tae Kwon Do act. 
  
On May 15, Deltona Lakes Elementary VIPS department hosted their annual Business Partner 
and Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon.  School volunteers were invited to a lovely luncheon 
catered by the Pine Ridge High School culinary arts department.  Volunteers were honored with 
a "thank you" gift and certificate, with special recognitions going to Volunteer of the Year, Sandy 
Polcyn, and Business Partner of the Year, Phyllis Butlien (Tupperware.) 
  
Enterprise Elementary teachers, Ms. Parr, 3rd grade, and Mrs. Anderson, 1st grade, were 
awarded a grant from the Florida Wildflower Foundation.  This grant provided hands on learning 
experience of planting seeds, caring for the wildflower garden, and maintaining the wildflowers 
to keep the campus grounds green and beautiful. Students also observed how insects pollinated 
to help the garden grow.  In addition, the school has a student grown and maintained vegetable 
garden.  Different classes took part in preparing the soil, planting and watering the vegetable 



garden.  Lettuce, tomatoes, peppers, and eggplant were delicious and organic and shared by 
the classes.  
  
Freedom Elementary held a retirement celebration to honor Principal Claire Beth Link on May 
10. Area Superintendent Tom Russell, DeLand Mayor Bob Apgar, and many former teachers 
and students along with current staff and students attended the event at the soon to be named 
Claire Beth Link Amphitheater for the Arts on the Freedom Elementary campus.  The DeLand 
High School and Freedom chorus groups joined other former students to perform for Mrs. Link. 
 Skits were also performed by the drama department and former staff members.  Mrs. Link has 
served Volusia County Schools for 35 years and has received several honors such as 2012-
2013 PTA Principal of the Year and 2013 Volusia County Music Education Administrator of the 
Year.  Mrs. Link strives for children to have the best academic program possible, and her goal is 
to support the whole child.  Best wishes to Mrs. Claire Beth Link. 
  
In April, Christiana Luciano, a second grade teacher from Holly Hill School, presented a 
workshop titled “Feed the Octopus” at the National Science Teacher Association (NSTA) 
Conference in San Antonio, Texas. Her presentation included a reproducible board game which 
focused on mollusks, student samples and an original song to accompany the lesson and 
activity. Miss Luciano’s students contributed to her presentation by playing the “Feed the 
Octopus” game and creating a Thinking Map based on the new information they learned. These 
Thinking Maps were shared with the workshop’s attendees.  While attending the conference, 
Miss Luciano had the opportunity to meet Bill Nye from the 90’s educational television show “Bill 
Nye the Science Guy” after giving his keynote speech. She also experienced an up close 
encounter with animals from all over the world including an echidna and penguins, dissected a 
fetal pig and built Lego robots.  “The NSTA Conference was a transformative experience, 
reinforcing the crucial importance of science education in our classrooms. The scientists and 
engineers of the future who we will so greatly depend on to move our society forward are sitting 
in our classrooms today. It is up to us, the teachers, to give them the tools and inspiration they 
need to achieve greatness and shape the future.” –Christiana Luciano 
  
Art teachers, Steve Hardock and John Kinsey, recently hosted the Indian River Elementary Art 
Show.  Student work was displayed on huge panels throughout the media center. Classes 
visited the display throughout the day. Parents, grandparents and guardians were also invited. 
The pieces were judged by a professional artist giving 1st- 6th place for each grade level and a 
final Best of Show for the whole fair.  Principal Dee Stevenson also judged two pieces for the 
principal awards.  The student art work was also available for sale with the proceeds going to 
the art department.   
  
Indian River Elementary is proud of teacher, Linda Weeks, for being selected as one of the top 
four Crystal Apple winners for Southeast Volusia schools sponsored by the Southeast Volusia 
Chamber of Commerce.  This 21st Annual Crystal Apple event was held on Thursday, May 16, 
and honored two teachers from each school in the Southeast Volusia area.  Four teachers were 
then selected for the top awards. 
  
For this month's Breakfast of Champions at Ormond Beach Middle, students heard remarks of 
encouragement and praise from Edgar Scott, who served as an administrator at OBMS for 19 
years before his retirement. Students and their families were also treated to a culinary breakfast 
buffet hosted by Family and Consumer Science teacher, Erica Johnson, and her students. 
Honored students and their families enjoyed a freshly-prepared meal presented on decorated 
plates with silverware and table cloths. Throughout the year this monthly event, sponsored by 



media specialist, Sharon Martin, has recognized over 40 students who have demonstrated a 
renewed commitment to reading and significantly improved their literacy skills. 
  
Dr. Ellen Trexler, Pathways Elementary teacher, is presenting an article based on her 
dissertation research at the Southern Florida Education Research Conference at Florida 
International University in Miami on June 1.  The manuscript titled “Categorical Differences in 
Scores of Students with Disabilities on the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test” will be 
published in the conference proceedings as well as be available as an open source.   
  
Congratulations to Southwestern Middle’s Jr. V.O.G.U.E. (Very Outstanding Girls Urging 
Excellence) for winning 2nd place in the Share The Fun Talent Show held in Apopka.  Sharon 
Brown is the club’s sponsor. 
  
Southwestern Middle has a new Boys Mentoring Program: DREAM (Dynamic, Responsible, 
Educated, Achieving Men) sponsored by Felicia Benzo, Founder and Executive Director of 
C.A.T.A.L.Y.S.T. Global Youth Initiatives, Inc.  This program is designed to share and teach the 
principles of manhood to young men grades 6-8.  The goal is to help young men realize their 
potential and help them to envision and prepare for a future where they are strong, responsible 
and productive men.  Approximately 30 boys will attend an informational session and, as 
members of DREAM, participate in school/community activities.  
  
Pre-kindergarten at Spirit Elementary will be having its annual Splash Day on Wednesday, 
May 29, from 7:30 a.m. – 11 a.m.  Different water activities are planned before lunch and 
students, parents and teachers will be getting wet and having a blast. 
  
Spirit Elementary kindergarteners have been studying the ocean and will display their 
diorama's next Wednesday, May 29 at 8:30 a.m.  Parents and community members are invited 
to attend and see all the wonderful work. 
Spirit Elementary women were out in force in Orange City, on Saturday, May 11, at the Habitat 
for Humanity Women's Build.  Female Spirit employees carried trusses for the roof of the new 
house and helped to nail them down.  Over 25 women were there to help most of the day. 
  
Spruce Creek High’s Graphic Art class visited Spruce Creek Elementary's Blended PreK class 
on May 8, to promote reading.  For the last 7 years, Mrs. Gokey's PreK class and Mrs. Jesup's 
Graphic Arts class have been working together to provide a Literacy Links experience between 
the PreK students and the high school students.  This project is geared to encourage young 
readers to engage more in the reading process through the special books created just for them 
by the high school students.  Every January or February, the students meet for the first time to 
discuss interest and hobbies, favorite colors and stories.  Then, the high school students return 
to their art room where they work for the next three months on writing and illustrating a book 
reflecting the interest of each student in the PreK class.  The high school students returned on 
May 8 with the completed, printed and bound books which were personalized for their PreK 
Literacy Link partner.  They read and discussed the books with the young readers before giving 
them their copy.  As a follow up, the PreK students will write, draw and dictate thank you notes.  
Approximately 36 students will be participating (18 PreK students and 18 high school students). 
  
Two fifth grade students in Mrs. Weatherly's class from Sugar Mill Elementary received first 
place awards in the local and state level for their entries in the Sugar Mill Chapter, Daughters of 
the American Revolution, JAC contest. Their entries will go on to the Regional Southeast 
competition.  John (Jack) Walker placed first with his short story entry “NASA.”  Etilia Leal won 
first place with her poster, “Women Suffrage - 1870-1920.”  The topic selected this year was 



"Invest in America's Future."  A reception was held at the chapter meeting recognizing their 
accomplishments.  Congratulations to these two students for receiving this award. 
  
On May 17, all students who participated in the Young Authors program at Sunrise Elementary 
were recognized.  On May 24, all students meeting their Reading Counts goals will be 
recognized and celebrated. 
  
Students from Ms. Beaty's Law Studies class at Taylor Middle-High partnered with Ms. 
Cemelich's and Ms. Coffin's Multi V.E. classes as part of the P.I.T. Crew (Peer Inclusion Team). 
Twice a week, students in Ms. Beaty's class visited students from Ms. Coffin's and Ms. 
Cemelich's classes and participated in the social skills class by partnering with students and 
assisting them in their activities and assignments. Each Friday, Ms. Beaty's students conducted 
an activity with their partners, such as designing a Jeopardy game, participating in birthday 
parties or creating skits that teach team work skills. Students most definitely benefitted from 
being involved in the P.I.T. Crew by further developing their social skills and gaining an 
appreciation for the diverse population of students that attend Taylor Middle-High.  
  
On May 31, students will participate in the 2013 Turie T. Small Elementary Slime Event. This 
event is the culmination of a school-wide reading incentive program that started at the beginning 
of the year. When students reach certain Reading Count's point levels throughout the school 
year, they are rewarded with prizes and recognition on the morning announcements. Students 
who reach pre-set grade level goals are selected to "slime" faculty members during the "Slime 
Event."  The top points earners in each grade level also receive a new bike and are entered into 
a drawing for a Wii. 
  
As part of an initiative to prepare female students at Turie T. Small Elementary with the skills 
and foundations for success in middle school and beyond, The Etiquette Seed is providing a 
basic Sweet Sophistication Program Series to all 4th and 5th grade girls.  Ten one-hour 
sessions are being provided for approximately 70 girls through the end of the school year.  “This 
is not a program on how to hold a teacup and wear gloves,” said Heather Post, founder/director 
of The Etiquette Seed.  “Girls enrolled in this program are learning to appreciate and develop 
their good qualities, while discovering small, simple ways to improve habits and be the best they 
can be.  They are building self-esteem and practicing empathy for others.  They are being 
taught what it means to make a good first impression, while having a great time learning proper 
hygiene, poise, and table manners.”  The program series falls in line with the targeted focus of 
School Principal Dr. Earl Johnson: providing the opportunity for each student to reach their 
potential. 
  
Tooth News:  Westside Elementary is so excited to report that the Volusia County Health 
Department provided preventive oral health care to all grades this year.  Parents were required 
to return a permission slip for the children to take advantage of this fantastic service.  The 
outcomes were all children in grades K – 5 received oral hygiene instructions and nutritional 
counseling on how to keep their teeth healthy.  More than 300 children received examinations 
and fluoride varnish treatments, 217 children needed and received preventive sealants for a 
total of 1,034 sealants.  Children with urgent care needs were referred to offices for a follow-up. 
 Westside truly appreciates its wonderful partnership with the Volusia County Health 
Department and their efforts to educate our students in the importance of oral hygiene. 
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  



Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad http://vcsb.us/2f.  See videos that 
provide a glimpse into school happenings!  
  

For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  
Click here to view prior editions of e-News. 

  
  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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