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Be There 

  
Mother’s love for your child can be shown every day through a smile, hug or a simple question.  

The benefits will last a lifetime. 
  
Last Day to Vote for Meryl - Florida’s Winner in Doodle 4 Google Competition 
  
Meryl Liu, a 4th grade Cypress Creek Elementary student in Port Orange, was named the 
Doodle 4 Google state winner for Florida on May 1.  The national winner will be selected by the 
public voting online for their favorite doodle.  Vote today for Meryl’s doodle by visiting the 
Google 4 Doodle website at http://www.google.com/doodle4google/vote.html#d=d2-2.  Anyone can 
vote from any device with access to the Internet; however, only one vote per device is 
permitted.  Voting closes today, May 10.  The national winner will receive a $30,000 college 
scholarship and a $50,000 technology grant for their school. 
  
Doodle 4 Google is an art competition open to all K-12 students in the United States to create 
their own Google doodle.  This year’s theme was “My Best Day Ever.”   Meryl’s drawing is a 
self-portrait of her spending the day in the forest with endangered birds.  Meryl wants to “study 
them in order to save them.”  Her entry was one of more than 130,000 entries nationwide.   
  
Meryl will travel with her family to New York City for the final awards ceremony on May 22, 
where the national winner will be announced.   All 50 state winners will receive a t-shirt printed 
with their doodles on it and will also have their doodle displayed in a special exhibition at the 
American Museum of National History in New York City. 
  
Student Safety Movie Makes Debut 
  
In an effort to reduce the number of incidents involving students being injured when traveling to 
and from school, the School District of Volusia County launched a public safety announcement 
(PSA) produced by students for students.  “Student Safety: THE MOVIE” takes a new approach 
to reach middle and high school students about walking and bicycling to school and bus safety. 
  
The PSA opens in a movie theater setting and highlights three “previews” to movies on safety 
topics.  The vignettes are parodies of popular movies, books and television shows that are 
familiar to the target audience. 
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The production was filmed by Taylor Middle-High, Silver Sands Middle, New Smyrna Beach 
High and University High students and their drama teachers in collaboration with the district’s 
MultiMedia Services department.  To view the PSA, visit 
http://myvolusiaschools.org/student-transportation/Pages/Student-Safety.aspx.  
It is also being broadcast on the VCS Instructional Television (ITV) channel on BrightHouse 
Networks (channel 198 on a converter box and channels or 99.1 or 78.2 on a digital tuner) at 
6:30 a.m., 8 a.m., noon, 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. 
  
News of Note 
  
Keisha Wallace, Atlantic High, was named secondary level first year teacher winner 
at the annual FUTURES First Year Teacher recognition.  This program honors outstanding first 
year teachers in Volusia County Schools. Congratulations Ms. Wallace!  
  
Atlantic High was the third stop in the week-long program sponsored by Rue, Ziffra & Caldwell 
law firm to increase awareness about the dangers of texting and driving.  Students were invited 
to assemblies in the theatre and to the "hands on" driving experience.  The Don’t Text and Drive 
event provided students the opportunity to see how dangerous distracted drivers are when 
texting.  Students used the simulator while others view it on screens set up nearby.  At the end 
of the day many students and staff had signed the pledge to not text and drive.  
  
The 2nd and 3rd grade classes of Blue Lake Elementary will perform the musical "How Does 
Your Garden Grow?" on Thursday evening, May 23.  The program will begin at 6 p.m. in the 
school's multipurpose room (282 N. Blue Lake Avenue, DeLand).  The musical, which is being 
directed by the school's music and drama teachers, Patrick Rossi and Tricia Arel, was written by 
Roger Emerson and John Jacobson. This musical play for young voices will take the audience 
on a journey to Herb's magical garden where the seeds have sprouted and the petals are 
blooming. That is, until the weeds begin to take over!  Join Blue Lake for a garden hoe-down 
and help us save Herb's garden. 
  
This spring Blue Lake Elementary had the amazing opportunity to promote friendship and 
goodwill by inviting the fifth grade students from Freedom Elementary to come and participate 
in the first ever Blue Lake/ Freedom Field Day alongside Blue Lake’s class of fifth graders.  The 
students from both schools gathered at Blue Lake to participate in various recreational activities 
and relays such as: water brigade, dizzy bat, scooters, egg race, plunger relay, hoop shoot and 
football throw, which was followed by lunch and a tug-o-war tournament in the afternoon.  Fifth 
graders are like the "seniors" of elementary school. This event was designed to be unique and 
special- something only for them.  Due to the recent rezoning, several students that used to 
attend Freedom now attend Blue Lake and vice versa. This event was a fun opportunity to get 
together with "old and new" friends, especially since most of them will be going to middle school 
together. 
  
Sofia Miranda, a 5th grader in Ms. McDonald’s class at Chisholm Elementary, has won again.  
Earlier in the year, Sofia took 1st place in the New Smyrna Beach Garden Club’s Smokey Bear 
and Woodsy Owl poster contest and she went on the take 1st place at the Florida Federation of 
Garden Clubs.  Her poster was sent on to compete in the Deep South Regional competition and 
once again she took 1st place.  Sofia’s poster will now compete at the national level.  Good luck, 
Sofia! 
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Creekside Middle U.S. History Teacher, D'Anna Meade, was recognized by the South 
Daytona/Port Orange Chamber of Commerce as a Crystal Apple Winner for her outstanding 
efforts and innovation in teaching 8th graders. 
  
Cypress Creek Elementary took the first, second and third place winning slots in the Crime 
Stoppers Poster Contest at the elementary level.  Congratulations to the following students and 
their teacher, Mrs. Hanna: third place -  Jennifer Russell, 4th grade; second place -  Leah 
Larrimore, 3rd grade; and first place -  Alexandra Triplett, 5th grade. 
  
DeBary Elementary SGA, sponsored by Stephanie Sanders, has been working diligently all 
year to support the community in numerous ways.  These students brought smiles and laughs 
monthly to the senior residents at DeBary Manor by hosting a monthly bingo game. SGA hit the 
pavement hard and showed their perseverance in supporting charities that are nationwide but 
have served many local residents.  The SGA has a very impressive record this year raising 
$1,133.58 for Past for Pennies, $51 for MDA, and $100 for Relay for Life Walk, pop tabs for the 
Ronald McDonald House, and collecting Christmas toys for local children, holiday gifts for the 
seniors at DeBary Manor, and pet food and pet supplies for the West Volusia Humane Society.  
Thank you Debary Elementary SGA and Mrs. Sanders for your dedication, service, and giving 
back to our community so generously.   
  
The Deltona High campus beautification (Phase 1) took place in April.  The focus of the day 
centered on the grounds, primarily raking leaves and pulling up weeds.  All clubs and athletic 
teams participated in the effort and students earned volunteer hours. It is the schools hope 
that the teams/clubs will continue to maintain this area throughout the year.  “Adopted by” signs 
will be placed in the various locations around campus indicating the group that has taken 
responsibility for its upkeep.  Principal Susan Freeman stated, “This is ‘OUR’ school…let’s make 
it a beautiful place to be!”   Approximately 100 students, 40 staff and 15 parents participated. 
  
Deltona Lakes Elementary third grade teacher, Mrs. Plitzko, organized a week full of earth day 
activities revolving around plants.  Stations were set up around campus and each class was 
given a tub (a.k.a. recycled ice cream bucket) to decorate then fill with soil and seeds.  The tubs 
were judged on theme and creativity by FFEA students and the following winners were chosen: 
Kindergarten - Mrs. Biggs and Mrs. Patterson (TIE); 1st grade - Mrs. Andrew; 2nd grade - Miss 
Iamesi; 3rd grade - Miss Torrado;  4th grade - Mrs. Zayas; 5th grade - Mrs. Campbell; ESE - 
Mrs. Perdue.  Students also participated in a nature scavenger hunt around school and they had 
an opportunity to make a paper seed pot from recycled newspaper.  Sticker sheets from Energy 
Star were distributed to primary students.  A writing contest was also held.  In addition, the SGA 
recently sponsored the annual School Cleanup Day.  Classes participated by picking up litter 
throughout the campus.  To culminate the week-long festivities, a drawing was held for teachers 
who participated in any earth-friendly activities at home and/or school.  Mrs. Patterson was the 
winner. 
  
Florida FFA recently announced the selection of “Florida’s Finest” FFA Chapters.  The selection 
of these chapters is based upon the completion of the National Chapter Award program 
application.  These chapters have excelled in the areas of student, chapter and community 
development and have worked hard to fulfill the mission of the FFA.  One member and one 
advisor from each of these chapters will be recognized on the main stage during the 2nd 
General Session of the 85th Florida FFA Convention on Wednesday, June 12.  In addition, each 
of these chapters will represent Florida at the national level in the National Chapter Award 
Program.   Volusia’s finest are: Deltona High, DeLand Middle, New Smyrna Beach High and 
University High. 



  
Eighth grade Knights just returned from Washington, D.C.  It was a huge event for the students 
as it has been 15 years since Holly Hill School has travelled to our nation’s capital!  The 
marathon tour of D.C. included Mount Vernon, home of our nation’s first president, as well as 
the memorial sites throughout the city. Students will return to celebrate the close of the year with 
Gradventure at Universal Orlando on Friday, May 10, and their annual 8th Grade Dance on 
Friday, May 24.  
  
Many exciting events are scheduled for the close of the year at Holly Hill School. Last night, 
the school hosted its first Kindergarten Kids Book Club Night. The event was held in the media 
center with kindergarten kids and their families engaged in fun literacy activities facilitated by 
kindergarten teachers along with teachers from other grade levels and departments. 
Kindergarten students participated in reading Florida Reading Association books, took Reading 
Counts © quizzes, and created literacy projects such as character poems and story sequence 
cubes which students and parents shared at the end of the event. Students also made 
personalized book marks and received a free book as a reward for their completion of each 
activity.  
  
Holly Hill School recently held two wonderful, fun-filled activities. The Hats Off for a Cure 
fundraiser (or shall we say FUN-raiser?) was devoted to raising money for the American Cancer 
Society’s Relay for Life. Students donated .50 cents and wore their favorite hat to school for the 
day as a way of saying Hats off for a Cure! Also, the PTSA sponsored its second Family Movie 
Night of the year with hotdogs, popcorn, candy and drinks. The featured movie for the evening 
was “Rise of the Guardians. “ 
  
Indian River Elementary recently held Field Day. Coach Bob Schultz, Coach Kim Disbro and 
Coach Brent Robitzsch set up over fourteen stations. They had scooter relays, shuttle run 
agility, egg ball balance, tug-of-war, ball relay, cage ball, parachute, hurdles, dizzy izzy, 
alphabet relay, long jump, spider ball and capture the doughnut.  More than 30 volunteers and 
student members of FFEA helped each day to run the stations. Of course Field Day would not 
be complete without water and icy pop stations. Thank you to all the volunteers, teachers 
students and especially the coaches for making it such a success. 
  
This week, Indian River Elementary students enjoyed Vehicle Day. Nine different people 
brought their vehicles and talked to the 660 students about their careers. Counselor Mr. Pete 
Maman was in charge and arranged for all these participants to come visit. A huge thank you 
goes out to the following participants Ray Parkhurst, American Red Cross; Brian Curtiss, 
BrightHouse; Stephen Cousins, Edgewater Fire Service; Randy Mumpower, Edgewater Police 
Dept.; Jack Dease, Florida Division of Forestry; Charity Moors, Volusia County Animal Control; 
Chris Atkinson, Volusia County Beach Patrol; James Scarcello, Volusia County School 
Maintenance; and Bill Mayer, Votran.  This was a great  opportunity for the students to learn 
about different careers.  
  
Advanced Placement artwork by students from New Smyrna Beach High has been selected to 
be displayed in the College Board regional office in Atlanta next year:  “Black and White 
Landscape”—Alexandra Coxey; “Fight or Flight”—Anastasia Gamble; “Raspberries”—Emily 
Gessell; “Cliff”—Robert Hughes; “Hope”—Sydney McNamee; and “Lights”—Alexis Wright.  Art 
Teacher Tina Curry. 
  
New Smyrna Beach Middle students recently attended the 24th Annual Women in Aviation Day 
at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. Twenty 6th and 7th grade young ladies participated in 



activities designed to educate and motivate them to pursue careers in the fields of math and 
science.  They also learned about career opportunities in aerospace fields such as air traffic 
control, engineering, flight maintenance and meteorology.  The day culminated with a guest 
speaker from Disney and lunch. 
  
Congratulations to the Pine Ridge High ESE Department on their selection for a $5,840 grant 
from the University of South Florida Project 10 as an Exemplary Transition Site.  The grant 
money will be used for continuing support of the PRHS ESE transition program.  The grant was 
a collaborative effort including Sandra Gatrell, Sharonda Elliot, Fred Zollinger, Brooke Braly and 
Patrick Mulvihill (Project 10). 
  
Mrs. Chan's fourth grade class at Pine Trail Elementary recently hosted its first Reading-to-
Read Red Carpet Event. The Red Carpet Event was a celebration of a month-long reading 
project.  It all started with VIP Book Selections. In VIP Book Selections students were given 
one-on-one sessions with media center specialist, Ms. McMahon. They worked together to 
select the perfect book for each student based on their reading level and interests.  After the 
creation of flawless storyboards highlighting eight of the most important events in their books, 
the soon-to-be "directors" were shown how to make their storyboards come to life using 
Keynote in Pine Trail's iMac Lab. Students not only collected images but recorded audio as well. 
They were able to narrate their thoughts, record them and attach them to the trailers, so that 
they could sit back and watch their book trailers along with the audience.  The day of their 
debut, the student directors came to school in their best "red carpet" attire, walked through a 
gold and silver balloon lined entrance, on an actual red carpet, to theater style seating and 
began to enjoy popcorn as they waited for the trailers to be shown. Once the lights were 
dimmed and the room silenced, Mrs. Chan introduced each book trailer one by one as they 
played on the "big screen."   Not only were students proud to see their own hard work pay off, 
they were excited to see the work of their peers, and inspired to read some of the books they 
heard about through the book trailers.  Parents experienced the same Red Carpet treatment 
when they came after school for the friends and family viewing. 
  
Victoria Green, Seabreeze High student, will receive a $3,000 scholarship from Tractor Supply 
through the National FFA Scholarship Program.  She is only the second student from 
Seabreeze to receive a scholarship through this program.  
  
On Saturday, May 4, members of the Southwestern Middle Model Airplane Club went to the 
DeLand Jet Center at the DeLand Airport to see planes and engines up close.  They were 
allowed to go into the cockpit of the planes and learn about how parts of the engine work.  They 
also toured the B25 Bomber which is under repair with plans for the plane to go to various 
events and be put on display. 
  
The CEC (Council for Exceptional Children) Annual Awards Ceremony/Banquet was held in 
April which recognized and honored special educators and those who support special education 
in Volusia County.  Southwestern Middle congratulates Ernie Santana (Auxiliary Support 
Person of the Year), Nancy Kinsley (Professional Support Person of the Year), and Elizabeth 
Kempe (General Ed Inclusion Teacher of the Year).   
  
The following community members are taking time to come to Spruce Creek Elementary on 
Wednesday, May 15, 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m., to educate students about the roles they play in 
the community:  The American Red Cross, Bright House, Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, Port Orange Fire and Police Departments, Volusia County Beach Patrol, Volusia 
County Mosquito Control, Volusia County Schools Maintenance Department, Votran and Waste 



Pro.  Our school has been fortunate enough to host this event several times.  Students love this 
event.  They get to see, first-hand, the job roles of our participants, view and hear about their 
equipment, and gain an understanding of various fields of work.  Students get to enter the police 
car, view the fire equipment, sit on the city bus and other very interactive activities. Students in 
Pre-K, 1st, 2nd and ESE classes will rotate through each vehicle for a 10-minute "talk."  Over 
200 students will participate. 
  
Grace Agostinis, a 2nd grader at Sweetwater Elementary, stood in her front lawn selling 
lemonade to passersby. When the day was finished, she told her mom she wanted to give the 
money to someone less fortunate than herself. Her mom took her to see her school guidance 
counselor and assistant principal to assist her in locating a group for the donations. The 
Children's Home Society of Port Orange was suggested and mom took her to see the children. 
Upon arrival, Grace saw a need for more. She held two more lemonade stand sales and 
donated the proceeds to the home. While speaking with the supervisors during her last visit, 
Grace learned that when the children residing in the home visit the doctor, they receive a new 
pair of pajamas and a book to read. The books, she learned, were dwindling in numbers and 
were often outdated and in poor condition. She took it upon herself to approach the assistant 
principal and asked if she could conduct a book drive through the school.  Grace was featured 
on the morning announcements and flyers went home to parents to aid in promoting her project. 
The book drive will begin on Monday, May 13, and will continue to May 31. New and used 
books can be placed in the bin in the front office. At the end of the drive, Grace will present the 
books to the Children's Home Society at a date to be determined. 
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad http://vcsb.us/2e.  See videos that 
provide a glimpse into school happenings!  

  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  
Click here to view prior editions of e-News. 

  
  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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