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Be There 

  
Spring forward by helping your child succeed in school.  Be There 

  
Daylight Saving Time, March 10 
  
Daylight saving time is almost here!  Remember to “spring forward” your clocks one hour on 
Sunday, March 10, at 2 a.m., the official start of daylight savings time.   
  
Report Cards -  Spring Break - REVISED 
  
The third grading period ends today and Monday, March 11, is a teacher duty day. Grades will 
be posted on the Parent Portal March 18 and report cards will be distributed beginning March 
21.  The spring holiday begins for students at the end of the day on Monday, March 25, and 
classes resume on Monday, April 1.   
  
For the purpose of cost savings by reducing energy consumption, all district offices will operate 
on a ten-hour/four-day week during the week of spring break.  District offices will be open on 
March 25, 26, 27 and 28 and will be closed on March 29. 
  
NSB High Hosts “Arts Alive” Music Showcase 
  
New Smyrna Beach High School will be hosting its second annual “Arts Alive” music showcase 
at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 13, in the school’s auditorium.  This concert will feature a 
variety of student music projects that celebrate the fine arts in public schools. Tickets are $3 and 
can be purchased in the high school’s main office between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 3 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, until March 13.  Tickets can also be purchased at the door.  The public 
is invited to attend and support rising superstar musicians and see some surprise guests.  Prior 
to the night’s music concert, the public is invited to enjoy “The Gallery” showcasing the artwork 
of New Smyrna Beach High seniors.  The Gallery will be open 4 p.m. – 6 p.m. in the school’s 
cafeteria, which is adjacent to the auditorium.  For more information, contact Tyler Rosenke, 
assistant principal of New Smyrna Beach High School, at 386-424-2555, ext. 38524. 

  



Take Stock Helps Change Lives 
  
The mission of Take Stock in Children of Volusia County (TSIC) is to enable low-income youth 
to escape the cycle of poverty through education. We offer students college scholarships, caring 
volunteer mentors, and hope for a better life. Our comprehensive services begin when a student 
is in middle school, continue through high school and support students’ transitions into college. 
TSIC is based on the principle that children will work hard to graduate from high school and 
attain a college degree if they receive extensive support, motivation and accountability. TSIC 
leverages a unique public-private funding model to provide the scholarships that motivate TSIC 
students to meet their academic performance and behavior expectations.  TSIC is a program of 
the FUTURES Foundation of Volusia County Schools and is currently helping more than 65 
students in high school to earn college scholarships.  Private donations for these scholarships 
are matched dollar for dollar at the state level, and students must successfully maintain a 3.0 
GPA in order to stay in the program. 
  
Mentors are extremely important to the TSIC model, as every student must meet with a mentor 
at least once a week.  Mentors are often community or business leaders who like to give their 
time and resources to the community by helping a student to succeed.  “Change a Life Over 
Lunch” is the TSIC motto, as very often, mentors will meet their students on campus at 
lunchtime to share a brown bag lunch while talking about issues important to the students.  For 
more information on applying to be a mentor, please contact Sheila Rees at 
srees@volusia.k12.fl.us. 
  
FCAT Series Offers Stress Reducing Ideas 
  
THIS IS ONLY A TEST!  is a great parent resource that is now available on ITV/Brighthouse 
Networks, Channel 198 or 99.1.  This FCAT Series is geared for elementary students and 
consists of 40 short videos that reduce stress commonly associated with standardized tests like 
FCAT.  Each video is three minutes and covers a different topic including testing taking skills, 
stress management, time management, reading comprehension and writing skills. The program 
is designed to be used for two full months prior to the FCAT.  The videos can be viewed daily at 
6 a.m., 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., noon, 1:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. Dates available include week 
five 3/4-10; week six 3/11-17; week seven 3/18-24 and repeated during spring break 3/25-31; 
and week eight 4/1-7.  The FCAT is scheduled for the week of April 15-19. 
  
News of Note 
  
To celebrate Read Across America Day, Dr. Seuss’s Birthday; students at Champion 
Elementary held Young Author’s Day.  Media Specialist, Jacqueline Ouellette, invited author 
Stephanie Szerdy to explain the steps she took to write her book “Nelly, The Ponce Inlet 
Lighthouse Cat.”  Mrs. Szerdy held two assemblies, inspiring students to consider the writing 
process for their works, while sharing a few pages of her book.  Following the assemblies the 
Ponce Inlet Lighthouse sent out volunteers to read “Nelly The Ponce Inlet Lighthouse Cat” to 
classes.  Dr. Mann, from the Ponce De Leon Lighthouse Preservation Association, came to 
illuminate the history of the lighthouse and the lighthouse keepers’ role.  The lighthouse left a 
library box for students to enjoy; the way lighthouse keepers would have benefited from them in 
the past.  The day concluded with the author Mrs. Szerdy congratulating the students who won 
the Young Author Awards at a reception in the Media Center.  Students who won the award 
shared their writings with each other and the author.  
  
Adopt-A-Veteran Day was held in February at Cypress Creek Elementary and was a huge 
success. Thirty-five veterans from all branches of the military visited to speak with students. 
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 The veterans remarked that they loved how well behaved the students were and that they felt 
respected and appreciated by all. At the end of their visit, they were treated to lunch and invited 
back next year.  The school has a Wall of Heroes and invites any veteran to send a picture to be 
a part of the display.  Photos should be sent to the school, attention Ms. Garver. 
  
DeBary Elementary PTA hosted a Family Ecology night recently.  Together with the Daytona 
Museum of Arts and Science and University High School STEM student volunteers, students 
and parents were treated to an evening full of learning and exploring ecology.  Participants 
visited 15 different stations including dolphin’s skeleton parts, animal sounds and the remote 
control Mars Land Rover.  The interactive space fuel cell station allowed students to wear actual 
space gloves, open the cell and take off pieces of the cell all while experiencing the challenges 
of working in space.  A visit inside the inflatable planetarium transported visitors to the wonderful 
exhibit, Tonight’s Sky.  Visitors traveled through a time elapsed view of the evening sky while 
seeing over 40 constellations and viewing the planets in our solar system.   
  
A Deltona High school junior, Barbara Sanchez, was selected as a Sunshine State Scholar and 
recently represented Volusia schools at an Orlando conference recognizing top high school 
students in science, technology, engineering and math.  Students also had the opportunity to 
meet with industry leaders and representatives of Florida colleges and universities.  Sanchez 
attended the program with her parents and teachers, Alisha Kellett and Teresa Snyder.  Each of 
Volusia's 10 high schools nominated a student for the Sunshine State Scholar award that's 
based on grades, expressed interest in the targeted fields, coursework and an essay.  Priya 
Sathyarayan from Spruce Creek High was the runner-up. 
  
Recently, the Deltona Sr. FFA hosted a breakfast program on campus and was honored to have 
Dr. Steve Brown, the National FFA Advisor and US Department of Education employee, visit to 
learn more about agricultural education and the FFA organization at Deltona High. Also in 
attendance was Amy McAllister, Florida FFA Advisor and DOE specialist, as well as Dr. Jay 
Jackman, Executive Director of the National Association of Agricultural Educators (NAAE).  
Members of the Deltona Sr. FFA shared stories and reasons why they joined the FFA, why they 
remain active, what they have gotten out of the program and what they plan to do in the future. 
The event was attended by the 80 FFA Members, Advisor Ms. Johnson, and Principal Ms. 
Susan Freeman.   
  
On Thursday, March 21, from 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m., several Florida authors of young adult fiction 
will visit Deltona High for a book signing, conversation and prizes.  These authors are 
independently published and have managed to find a way to make their dreams of becoming 
writers come true.  Proudly, one of the authors is a Deltona High grad while another has a 
daughter attending the school.  They’ll be visiting with students during the school day and are 
available to visit with the public in the evening.  Come and meet the authors!  For more 
information, contact Mary Thomas, Reading Coach at  386-575-4153, ext. 44067. 
  
Deltona Lakes Elementary’s annual Multicultural Festival will be Friday, March 8, 5:30 p.m. – 
8 p.m.  This event has two purposes: 1) to expose our students and their families to the customs 
of the many cultures in our diverse society and 2) to raise money for much needed educational 
supplies.  Students have been studying various cultures and creating projects to coincide with 
the festival. Projects will be on display at the event. Join Deltona Lakes for a fun-filled evening 
with crafts, games, activities, cultural displays, music and dance performances, food, and lots 
more.  Tickets for food and activities may be purchased in advance: 4 tickets for $1 or at the 
event: 3 tickets for $1. 
  



Deltona Lakes Elementary’s third grade team held a fundraiser to offset expenses for their 
annual field trip to Sea World.  Friendship candy grams were sold for 50¢.  The event was a 
success and raised nearly $600 toward the trip.  
  
On March 1, millions of children took part in Read Across America Day to celebrate the birthday 
of Dr. Seuss.  Enterprise Elementary had a special day for Read Across America.  Local 
officials came to the school and served as role models by reading to the children.  Ann McFall, 
County Supervisor of Elections; Pat Northey, Volusia County Council member; Nancy 
Schliecher, Deltona City Commissioner; and John Masiarczyk, Mayor of Deltona, all participated 
in reading a book to various classrooms. Thank you, local officials!  
  
Enterprise Elementary sponsored an evening literacy workshop in February so that working 
parents could attend. All grades levels were involved in providing tips and tricks for parents to 
help support their children in literacy strategies. Pre-K and kindergarten stressed readiness 
skills for first grade, the primary grades had many fun activities to strengthen phonemic 
awareness and the intermediate grades held a discussion of what to expect in Common Core 
and how to prepare their children for the FCAT.  At the conclusion, a drawing was held and 
NOOK tablets were awarded to two lucky families.  
  
The little panthers at Forest Lake Elementary helped raise awareness and funds for on-going 
research in heart disease by participating in this year's Jump Rope for Heart event.  Students in 
grades K-5 were encouraged to raise funds for contribution to the American Heart Association 
and recently participated in several jump rope activities during special area. 
  
Ms. DiPadova's first grade class at Freedom Elementary planted and cultivated an organic 
garden on campus.  They have grown cold weather vegetables such as carrots, mustard 
greens, kale and cabbage and provide student-led tours of the garden for the other classes at 
the school.  Ms. DiPadova uses the garden experience to teach cause-effect, measurement, 
elapsed time, plant life cycle and many other Common Core Standards. 
  
Horizon Elementary recently hosted a Family Science Night in partnership with the Museum of 
Arts and Sciences.  Exciting science centers were set up for the students and their families to 
participate in hands-on activities that helped them understand many scientific principles and 
theories.  Many Horizon teachers volunteered their time to help run and direct the centers for 
the students.  
  
Indian River Elementary students, accompanied by their parents, applied their math skills at 
the Publix in the Edgewater Commons Shopping Center this last month.  Each child received a 
set of grocery-related math questions to answer by utilizing information about grocery items in 
the store.  The students, equipped with a pencil and clipboard, went around the store answering 
the questions with the aid of their parents.  When they finished, students turned their completed 
worksheets which were entered into a drawing for a $20 gift card from Publix.  This event was 
attended by many teachers and staff, but was spearheaded by teachers, Linda Weeks and 
Misty Martin. 
  
Artist Trading Card Night at Indian River Elementary was a huge success drawing close to 600 
students, parents and guest artists.  The event was sponsored by teachers, Steve Hardock and 
John Kinsey.  Before the event students designed and drew eight or more cards during art 
classes and at home.  The cards were then put into a protective sleeve and brought to the event 
for trading.  Eighteen guest artists also produced beautiful cards, which were put on the Artist 
Trading Card Wall of Fame.  Students’ names were placed in a drawing making them eligible to 



for an opportunity to select a card from the Artist Trading Card Wall. This type of trading began 
in 1997 and is a worldwide trading network which can be big business with famous artists; 
however, the school's sole purpose is to encourage the artist in everybody.  PTA provided 
snacks and brought many materials for the event. 
  
Publix in Holly Hill was the “place to be” recently when Ormond Beach Elementary students 
and families applied math skills learned in school to the real world.  Students were challenged 
by Publix to go on a “hunt for groceries” and in the process answer math questions related to 
the grocery items. Questions were different for each grade level and covered skills such as 
calculation of prices, sizes and weight. Students who completed the challenge were rewarded 
with “Goodie Bags.”  
  
Join Pine Ridge High for the Inaugural Pine Ridge 5k Run/Walk to benefit athletics at 8 a.m. on 
Saturday, April 6.  All proceeds will benefit the athletic program to help purchase equipment, 
and uniforms and pay for travel expenses.  Bring a friend, bring your spouse, bring your 
significant other, bring your kids (Kids Fun Run), bring your boss, but don’t miss out on the fun 
for the Inaugural Pine Ridge High school 5k Run/Walk.  
  
Congratulations to Pine Ridge High teacher, John Navarra, and students, Brieanna Friend, 
Ethan Delgado, Chancellor Hansen, Skylar Hensley and Michaela Inks.  They attended the 
Florida High Schools Model United Nations FHSMUN 34 recently and came home with a 
Honorable Delegation Award. A congratulations is also in order for senior Jasmine Ramos.  She 
was recently informed that she has been selected for a $100,000 J. Ollie Edmunds 
Distinguished Merit-Based scholarship to attend Stetson University.  
  
Recently, Pride Elementary hosted Math Candy Bar BINGO Night.  It was a huge success with 
more than 100 participants in this fun family event.  Families traded candy bars for BINGO cards 
and conversation hearts were used as BINGO markers.  We played 10 rounds of Math BINGO 
and even had a family win twice.  The event was emceed by Joanne Miller, who did a fabulous 
job entertaining families and providing fun math facts throughout the evening.   
  
Congratulations to Ms. Creech's and Ms. Cooper's 1st period classes at River Springs Middle 
for winning the Box Tops For Education Contest by raising the most money.  Both classes were 
treated to breakfast with the principal.  In total $543 was raised during the contest.  
  
Southwestern Middle’s faculty and students played a Faculty VS Student "Hoops for Heart" 
fundraiser basketball game on last week.  The in-school game raised $250, which will be 
donated to the American Heart Association. 
  
All 5th grade students at Sunrise Elementary created wooden miniature derby cars, which will 
be used in several different science experiments.   
  
The Girl Scouts of Citrus Council is providing a free program for the second, third, fourth and 
fifth grade girls at Turie T. Small Elementary.  This program will provide activities that build 
self-esteem and leadership skills. 
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad http://vcsb.us/29.  See videos that 
provide a glimpse into school happenings!  
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For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  
Click here to view prior editions of e-News. 

  
  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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