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Be There 

  
Help your child succeed in school by following his/her progress and communicating with the 
teachers. 
  
Spring Breaks Starts Monday 
  
The spring holiday begins on Monday, March 25.  Schools and district offices will be closed to 
the public beginning Monday, March 25, and will reopen when classes resume on Monday, April 
1. 
  
Parents Invited to Participate in DOE Survey 
  
Parents of students served in Exceptional Student Education, Pre-K through grade 12, have an 
opportunity to participate in an online satisfaction survey provided by the Department of 
Education.  The 26-question survey is designed to give the state information on how well 
schools are supporting parents’ involvement in their child’s education.  Under the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), states must report this information to the federal 
government on an annual basis.  Survey results are reported to the United States Department of 
Education, Office of Special Education Programs, as part of Florida’s Annual Performance 
Report.   
  
Parents may go online to www.ESEsurvey.com to complete the survey, which is available until 
June 30, 2013.  A limited number of paper surveys have been sent to each school for those 
parents who cannot access the survey online.  To request additional paper copies of the survey, 
contact Sandy Salmans, 386-734-7290, ext. 38337.  For more information about the survey, 
contact Sheila Harlacher, 386-734-7290, ext. 38335. 
  
Regional Fair Planned to Support Families in Daytona Beach 

  
The third of four regional FACT (Families and Community Together) Fairs to support the needs 
of Title I families and encourage parents to become more involved in their child’s education will 
be held 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 2, in the gymnasium at Mainland High School, 
1255 W. International Speedway Blvd. in Daytona Beach.  The fair is designed for parents with 
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students in Title I schools; however, parents from all schools in the area may attend.  Title I 
schools in the northeast Volusia area are Champion Elementary, Longstreet Elementary, 
Ormond Beach Elementary, Ortona Elementary, Osceola Elementary, Palm Terrace 
Elementary, South Daytona Elementary, Sugar Mill Elementary, Turie T. Small Elementary, 
Westside Elementary, Campbell Middle School, Atlantic High School, Mainland High School and 
Holly Hill School. 
  
Volusia County Schools is working with organizations throughout the community to provide 
parents with information about free resources available to families, including support for legal 
issues, health concerns, college and career readiness, dual enrollment, voluntary pre-
kindergarten and Head Start. 
  
Free  books, food, and other giveaways will be available, as well as tables providing information 
on topics such as exceptional student education services; transition to middle school and high 
school; cyber safety; nutrition; Title I; mentoring opportunities; helping your child with reading, 
math and science; graduation requirements; and applying for scholarships.  The goal of the fair 
is to provide families with resources to navigate the school system, create a home learning 
environment, collaborate with school staff, access community resources and promote college 
and post-secondary career readiness for students. 
  
The FACT Fairs are sponsored by the Title I office for Volusia County Schools.  The last fair will 
be held April 25 at T. DeWitt Taylor Middle/High School from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
  
FCAT Series Offers Stress Reducing Ideas 
  
THIS IS ONLY A TEST!  is a great parent resource that is now available on ITV/Brighthouse 
Networks, Channel 198 or 99.1.  This FCAT Series is geared for elementary students and 
consists of 40 short videos that reduce stress commonly associated with standardized tests like 
FCAT.  Each video is three minutes and covers a different topic including testing taking skills, 
stress management, time management, reading comprehension and writing skills.  The program 
is designed to be used for two full months prior to the FCAT.  The videos can be viewed daily at 
6 a.m., 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., noon, 1:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. Dates available include week 
seven 3/18-24, which will be repeated during spring break 3/25-31; and week eight 4/1-7.  The 
FCAT is scheduled for the week of April 15-19. 
  
Friendship Elementary Team Earns National Award 
  
In a three-year partnership, Friendship Elementary and the University of Central Florida have 
collaborated to implement a year-long, co-teaching residency for teacher candidates. Recently, 
the schools' efforts were rewarded by earning The National Association for Professional 
Development Schools (NAPDS) Award for Exemplary Professional Development School 
Achievement.  A team, including Vicky Cardullo from University of Central Florida, and Maria 
Martoral, Lenora Forsythe and Tricia Dowdell from Friendship, was on hand at the NAPDS 
National Conference in New Orleans to receive the award.  The team earned the award by 
submitting a paper highlighting the collaborative work between Friendship and the UCF teacher 
candidate program.  The collaborative program enhances teacher preparation and increases 
student achievement.  Not willing to rest on their laurels, the winning team went on to share their 
story with the nation of Professional Development schools.  They presented a workshop session 
entitled Changing the Way We Do Business: A Two Way Street of Collaborative Practice. 
  



News of Note 
  
The multipurpose room of Blue Lake Elementary was filled with adoring moms, dads, 
grandparents, siblings, and other special guests on the evening of March 7 as the school's 
kindergarten and first grade classes presented their spring musical program.  The audience was 
taken on an imaginary field trip to a petting zoo by the kindergarten classes with songs such as: 
"The Wheels on the Bus," "BINGO," "Nanny Goat," "Six Little Ducks," and "Sally the Camel." 
 The first grade classes then treated the audience to an imaginary picnic with the songs: "Fruits 
and Vegetables," "Peanut Butter and Jelly," "Apples and Bananas," "Mashed Potatoes," and 
"Shortnin' Bread."  The children worked hard in preparation for the performance, learning stage 
etiquette and prop handling, and memorizing songs and scripts.  Their hard work and dedication 
paid off, and they did an outstanding job!  The evening's program was under the direction of 
Patrick Rossi and Tricia Arel, Blue Lake's music and drama teachers. 
  
Cubby, the Daytona Cubs mascot, and PNC Bank recently surprised students at Champion 
Elementary. PNC Bank, in partnership with the Daytona Cubs, donated spiral notebooks for 
students of various Title 1 schools.  Channel 9 covered the event which took place March 18. 
 Dr. Hougham’s third grade class and Mrs. Adkin’s fourth grade class were surprised by Cubby, 
Ms. Lisa from PNC, and Manager Brady Ballard from the Cubs with beautiful new notebooks.   
  
On March 9, under sunny skies and a comfortable 70 degree temperature, a large group of 
Debary Elementary Eagles laced up their running shoes and participated in the Smile Mile at 
Baldwin Park.  The Eagles had a terrific showing with one student completing the run in less 
than seven minutes while several other teammates completed the run in less than eight 
minutes. All runners received a finisher medal and participated in games and activities after the 
race.  Debary Elementary received the Participation Award for having the most students 
participate from Volusia County. Along with the plaque the P.E. and Run Club program received 
a $500 grant from the Track Shack Foundation. Congratulations Soaring Eagles. 
  
Rick Bender, “The Man Without a Face,” will be speaking to DeLand Middle students during 
Tobacco Free Florida Week in April.  He will be speaking about the dangers involved in using 
tobacco products and sharing his own personal experiences.  For more information about Rick 
Bender, read an article in the Tampa Bay Times about his visit to Pasco County students. 
  
Family Science Night is scheduled for Tuesday, April 2, from 6 – 8 p.m. at DeLand Middle.  
This event is free for all DMS students and their families.  The Orlando Science Center will be 
putting on a show to kick off the event.  The show will be followed by 15 fun hands-on booths 
focused around the S.T.E.M. (Science Technology Engineering and Math) theme.  The event 
will also include educational booths and booths from local businesses.  Everyone who attends 
will have the chance to win great prizes, including drawings for gift certificates, free tickets to the 
Orlando Science Center and more.  Family Science Night is possible thanks to all of the Box 
Tops that were donated to the school. 
  
DeLand Middle students won big at the Odyssey of the Mind Regional Competition.  What is 
Odyssey of the Mind? It is an international creative problem-solving competition for students of 
all ages.  Each team selects a problem, create a solution, then presents their solution in a 
competition against other teams in the same problem and division.  At the competition teams 
are presented a spontaneous problem to solve on site.  With the support of their parents and the 
DeLand Breakfast Rotary Club, a team of DeLand Middle students competed against other 
schools in the “Pet Project” Division. They took first place in the regional competition in 
February. In addition, they won the Runatra Fusca Creativity Award, which is a highly coveted 
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award.  The team members were: Alan Bailey, Matthew Bailey, Natalie Schwerdfeger, Courtney 
Gifford and Luke Branz. They will compete in the state competition on April 6 at the University of 
Central Florida.  
  
Cynthia Turner, Volusia County music teacher from Indian River Elementary recently 
presented at the Arts Integration Symposium held in West Palm Beach.  Mrs. Turner's program 
titled "Florida Folk Music: An Interdisciplinary Music Unit for 4th grade" was designed to link arts 
education with the community arts resources, especially those resources that have statewide 
significance.  This curriculum explored “Uncle Monday and Other Florida Tales,” a unique 
collection of folktales, and music listening exercises that identify diverse people, places and 
events from different time periods in Florida. 
  
The New Smyrna Beach Middle dance team competed in the “Contest of Champions” National 
Dance Competition recently at the Wide World of Sports in Orlando.  The team placed first in 
the junior high/middle school high kick division.  
  
In January, Orange City Elementary celebrated literacy by hosting Rad Dads' Read. Over 250 
male role models and students enjoyed a free dinner and storytelling by the media specialist, 
Cassandra Stewart. The "Rad Dads" then read to their student before browsing the winter book 
fair. All "Rad Dads” were reminded that their involvement in their child's education greatly 
enhances student achievement. 
  
Orange City Elementary recently hosted a Science Night for their families. The Orlando 
Science Center presented a Kaboom! show about matter. There were 15 interactive labs for 
families to participate in. It was also a night to recognize students with stellar science 
achievement and fifth grade projects. To top it off, there was a science project gallery walk in 
the media center. It was a great night to celebrate science. 
  
To the sound of alarm clocks and the Steve Miller Band's "Fly Like an Eagle," Ormond Beach 
Middle kicked off its 30-day challenge. Gathering faculty, students, and staff outside in the 
courtyard, the school mascot PAWZ, along with PTSA Officer Mindy James and teachers, 
Roberta Campbell, Narayana Hines, Ryan Mahaney, Brian Mikowski and Kristen Pirkey, rallied 
students to sign up for the challenge and focus on their learning, especially for the month before 
FCAT. With the theme of "be there every day in every way," students were challenged to 
improve their attendance. As a key sponsor, the school's PTSA is offering prizes to the most 
improved grade level and individual students. 
  
Earlier this month, Ormond Beach Middle hosted an author's visit. The award winning author, 
and last year’s Sunshine State winning author, Sharon Draper, spoke to more than 120 eighth 
graders about her new book, “Panic,” and other related teen/book talk issues. Students in 
attendance read at least one of Ms. Draper's works. Ms. Draper, who has written many novels, 
including Tears of a Tiger, captivated her young-adult audience with humor and directness.  
  
Pierson Elementary students and family members enjoyed Science Night in February.  There 
were 15 awesome science stations plus a portable planetarium.  Also in February, Pierson 
hosted an informative computer workshop where parents learned how to send an e-mail and 
access the ParentPortal and Pinnacle Gradebook. 
  
The VanGo Mobile Museum Exhibit arrived at Pierson Elementary in February allowing all of 
the school’s student to experience the free museum field trip experience.  The only program of 



its kind in Florida, VanGo provides educational, interactive exhibits featuring original and 
regional art that is linked to world art and culture. 
  
The Pine Ridge High Boys Soccer Team continues to garner accolades.  Senior Cole Chokanis 
scored 23 goals and had 13 assists this season and was named the Daytona Beach News 
Journal’s Boys Soccer Player of the Year.  Coach Mike Menard was named the News Journal 
Boys Soccer Coach of the Year.  Junior Jaiden Fortune was named to the All Area First Team, 
seniors Nick Hurst and Ethan True were named to the All Area Second Team, and junior Mateo 
Suarez was named as an All Area Honorable Mention.  The teams and Player of the Year were 
selected based on voting by the coaches and NJ staff.  Congratulations Boys Soccer. 
 
The Pine Ridge High Accounting Team, "Account For It," won 2nd place in the 2013 Project 
Innovation: The Start Here, Go Places.® Competition of Creative Excellence.  The "Account For 
It" team consisted of Charlinne Rivera, Jake Blekicki and Brianna Velez.  As the second place 
team in the nation, the students will receive a $3,000 scholarship to share and $2,000 in funds 
for the Pine Ridge Accounting Department to continue to inspire future accountants.  A special 
thanks goes out to Clai Parker, Amanda Short, Morgan Coffey and Pine Ridge TV Production 
for their expertise in the videotaping/editing process.  Students from around the country were 
invited to participate in the competition.  The top ten finalists were chosen by a panel of judges 
of which three teams were from Pine Ridge.  Commendations to both Team "Dividends" and 
Team "To Invest or Not to Invest" for their efforts in the competition.  Team "Dividends" 
consisted of Ricky Tong, Chase Zirngibl, and Clifton Brown and Team "To Invest or Not to 
Invest" consisted of Jessica Powell, Victoria Peters, and Chelsea Dorceus.  
  
Seabreeze High participated in the 13th Annual ProStart Culinary Team Competition sponsored 
by the Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association’s Educational Foundation.  Congratulations 
to Dana Beninati and the Seabreeze Culinary Academy students who earned 2nd place in the 
management competition, 3rd place in the culinary competition and 3rd place in the overall 
culinary team competition.  A total of 55 school competed in four different hospitality inspired 
events.  The teams were judged on how well they prepared a gourmet meal, their ability to 
create a business proposal for a new restaurant, design an edible centerpiece and on their 
finishing touches in the waiter’s relay race. 
  
Thirty-two classes at South Daytona Elementary are participating in Sumdog.  The 
mathematics program is self-paced and adapts to each student’s ability.  South Daytona 
students have participated in state and national contests.  Individually, they play games and 
earn coins to use in the online shop.  Teachers are able to monitor each student’s progress and 
assign contests in the classroom, as well as set skill levels and activities for each student. 
  
Southwestern Middle sixth graders in Mr. Donald D'Orto’s Ancient World History classes are 
participating in a Vicarious Voyage with Dr. Becky Oliphant and her Stetson University Field 
Study Group.  The Vicarious Voyage program is part of the Semester at Sea Program for 
college students, through which a school class is “adopted” by a professor and students and 
communicates with them throughout the term.  About once a week, students buckle themselves 
in and prepare to virtually travel around the world.  Their first postcrossing location was Hawaii. 
 Correspondence exchanges during the voyage provide students with a very real connection to 
the experiences of those travelling around the world. Culture assignments have enabled Mr. 
D'Orto to make an international learning experience come alive in his classroom.  Each virtual 
trip will build upon this first experience as students think more critically about the people in new 
places they explore.  In addition to Hawaii, students have traveled to the ports of Japan and 



China.  Archbishop Desmond Tutu is also onboard.  The classes look forward to the updates of 
different cultures, laws, architecture and daily living posts. 
  
The Southwestern Middle Media Center and Reading Department recently hosted the 3rd 
annual Read a Latte’ for students who enjoy reading.  Over 75 students and their parents were 
in attendance, where they enjoyed light refreshments, participated in fun word searches and 
book trivia, and celebrated the joy of reading.  Special thanks to those who made it happen, 
including Nancy Kinsley, Liz Perez, Maritza Rodriguez, Robin Koch and Debbie Pait. 
  
Spirit Elementary coaches gave their all for the Jump Rope for Heart fundraiser.  Coach Duoos 
said he'd shave his head if students raised $3,000.  They raised that and more and so another 
challenge came out - if staff and students raised another $150 by the next morning Coach 
Shaffer would also shave her head!  Well, Spirit pulled together and raised it and both coaches 
were treated to a new 'hairdo' on the morning news show with the two top fundraisers getting to 
start the haircuts.  Way to put it all on the line coaches! 
  
Last week, Cubby, the Daytona Cubs mascot, came to Spirit Elementary to promote the 
Daytona Cubs Hit the Books program.  Students in grades kindergarten, 1 and 2 were treated 
with a story read by Janelle, with Cubby acting out the book on stage.  The reading project will 
end on May 17.  Students who have filled out all 20 boxes on their bookmark will receive two 
free tickets to a Daytona Cubs game.  Cubby also gave out over 400 spiral notebooks free to 
grades 2-5.  
  
Spruce Creek Elementary hosted its very first "Leaders as Readers" event on March 5.  
Leaders from the community, including the Port Orange mayor and city council members, 
county council members, school district leaders, chamber of commerce members and business 
partners, participated in this reading program.  Each leader had a special book purchased by 
Principal Kaye to read to a class.  Intermediate students heard Weslandia, by Paul Fleischman; 
primary students listened to Enemy Pie, by  Derek Munson; and the PreK and Multi VE classes 
heard the book, Stand Tall, Molly Lou Melon, by Patty Lovell.  All of the books kept with the 
theme of tolerance and treating others with respect.  The event was a success and plans are in 
the works for next year. 
  
Recently, school board member Candace Lankford visited AVID students at Taylor Middle-
High.  She spoke to students about the qualities of being a good leader in today's society and 
also engaged in a discussion with a few select students over lunch to learn more about the 
AVID program. Students shared with Ms. Lankford how they have benefitted from this program, 
and discussed various reading, writing, speaking and listening strategies they have learned.  
Students also shared how they have benefitted from the college tours they have experienced, in 
addition to the tutorials students participate in weekly.  Students were very appreciative of Ms. 
Lankford's presentation and her willingness to listen to their experiences.  
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad http://vcsb.us/29.  See videos that 
provide a glimpse into school happenings!  
  

For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  
Click here to view prior editions of e-News. 
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Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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