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Be There 

  
Celebrate Father’s Day by connecting with your child during your daily routines. 

  
Congratulations to the 2013 Graduates 
  
Volusia’s high schools graduated nearly 4,000 students last week.  Those students garnered 
more than $31 million in scholarships and volunteered more than 252,300 community service 
hours.  The majority of these students indicated they will seek a post-secondary education or 
will enlist in the military.  Congratulations and best of luck to all graduates. 
  
Report Cards 
  
Yesterday was the last day of school for students and teachers will wrap up the year today, 
June 5.  Report cards will be available on the ParentPortal Tuesday, June 11, and begin being 
distributed Monday, June 17. 
  
Schools and District Offices Closed Fridays 
  
Schools and district offices will be closed Friday, June 7, as part of the district’s energy cost-
savings initiative.  Schools and district offices will also be closed on June 14, June 21, June 28, 
July 12, July 19, July 26, August 2 and August 9.  Due to the Independence Day holiday, 
schools and offices will be closed to the public on Thursday, July 4, and Friday, July 5. 
  
Hurricane Season Is Here 
  
Hurricane season started June 1 and will continue through November 30.  Disaster prevention 
includes modifying your home to strengthen it against storms so that you can be as safe as 
possible. It also includes having the supplies on hand to weather the storm.  Visit the National 
Hurricane Center’s website for more information. 

• Be Informed – What to do before, during and after an emergency. 
• Make A Plan – Prepare, plan and stay informed for emergencies. Download the Family 

Emergency Plan, discuss the information with your family and practice it at least twice a 
year. 
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• Build A Kit – Build a kit for disasters to be prepared.  A disaster supply kit is simply a 
collection of basic items your household may need in an emergency 

  
Prism Student Winners Announced 
  
The PRISM Project is a community effort with businesses, local governments, community 
organizations and educational institutions across Central Florida stepping up to help the region's 
schools boost math and science performance.  PRISM’s mission is to provide dynamic and 
supportive leadership to Central Florida’s school districts, striving to enhance teaching and 
learning in K-12 science and math, and promote related business development, career 
opportunities, and quality of life for children and youth. 
  
Each year the PRISM Project recognizes four Volusia County students in the areas of 
mathematics and science. The 2013 PRISM winners are: Most Improved Mathematics Student - 
Yulissa Lopez, Taylor Middle High; Most Outstanding Mathematics Student - Benjamin Herstein, 
Southwestern Middle; Most Improved Science Student - Joshua Harris, Campbell Middle; and 
Most Outstanding Science Student - Alan Bailey, DeLand Middle. 
  
News of Note 
  
Thirty-five students from Campbell Middle participated in the annual 8th grade Washington 
D.C. field study at the end of April.  While in our nation’s capital, the students visited the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Memorial, the Holocaust Museum, the World War II Memorial, and many others. 
The students marveled as they photographed the United States Capitol, Lincoln Memorial and 
the White House.  Another special treat for the students was visiting the Newseum. The 
students were able to view an antenna which was located on the top of the World Trade Center 
and a huge portion of the Berlin Wall.  One of the other highlights was viewing a brand new 
exhibit on John F. Kennedy. The exhibit included newspaper, clothing and documents from the 
JFK assassination.  The most poignant moment of the trip was visiting Arlington National 
Cemetery and watching the Changing of the Guard.  In addition to the historical sites, the 
students participated in a dinner-dance cruise on the Spirit of Washington on the Potomac 
River. 
  
Students at Campbell Middle know Volusia County Sheriff’s Deputy Dave Shaw as a firm, but 
fair law enforcer, a mentor, calming influence and friend when needed all rolled into one. 
Principal Craig Zablo describes the school resource deputy assigned to Campbell Middle this 
way: “Victims feel that he can be trusted and that Deputy Shaw has their best interest at heart. 
Those that create problems know that Deputy Shaw can’t be fooled.”  Mr. Zablo’s accolades 
were contained in a recent award nomination letter that resulted in deputy Shaw’s selection as 
Volusia County’s School Resource Deputy of the Year for the 2012-13 school year.  
  
The faculty, staff, and students of Campbell Middle recently held the 8th Grade End-of-the-
Year Celebration.  During this celebration, the 8th grade students and their families celebrated 
the end of their middle school experience.  Mr. Stanley Whitted was the guest speaker for the 
event, which was named for Mr. Earl C. McCrary, II who created the well-known Campbell 
saying "#1."  The gymnasium at the school is also named the Earl C. McCrary, II Gymnasium.  
Mr. McCrary made a huge impact on students at Campbell Middle School where he served as 
principal from 1976-1992. 
  
Thirty-five fourth and fifth grade students from Champion Elementary were invited to perform 
at Sea World Orlando as part of the Soundwaves program on Saturday, May 18.  The 
Soundwaves program promotes school performing groups and offers them opportunities to 
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perform inside the Sea World Park.  There is an audition process for this exclusive opportunity. 
The Champion Elementary Orff Enrichment Xylophone Ensemble and The STOMP percussion 
ensemble performed a 30-minute show in front of the Wild Arctic Pavilion, right outside the 
Shamu stadium.  A large crowd watched the performance.  The uniqueness of the musical 
performance made a very favorable impression on the Sea World Soundwaves coordinator, 
who invited Champion Elementary to come back as part of the Sea World Park Entertainment 
department.  This is an extreme honor and Champion Elementary looks forward to this future 
opportunity for our students. 
  
After graduating from the 15-week Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) program at 
Chisholm Elementary, students were treated to a pizza party and given their diplomas, 
D.A.R.E. t-shirts and gift certificates to the Drug Free Youth Thrift Store as a memento of their 
participation.  Officer Otto has been teaching the D.A.R.E. program in area schools for over 20 
years.  An outreach of the NSB Police Department, instructors educate students about the 
dangerous effects of drug, alcohol and tobacco use.  The program is partially subsidized by a 
grant from the People for Drug Free Youth organization.   Contributions to this very important 
program may be made to the People for Drug Free Youth organization. 
  
Students were recognized at Chisholm Elementary’s Annual 5th grade Awards Program on 
Friday, May 24.  As friends and family members looked on, NSB Rotarians, Donna Lee Wynn 
and Jim Bedenbaugh presented awards to the Most Improved Students in the 5th grade:  Skylar 
Ringley, Rhiannon Hearn, and Darek Pixton.  The D.A.R. (Daughters of the American 
Revolution) Citizenship award went to Austin Paulley and the American Legion Post 17 
Commander Pete Rominello presented Patriotism Awards to Reece Combs and Hope Miller. 
 Gracie Lamb, Cy Hesselton, Carly Bosma, Rebecca Hayes, Brian Umbrecht, and Elizabeth 
Shaw were recognized for Perfect Attendance.  The Principal’s Award for Academic Achievement 
went to Sofia Miranda, Taylor Holl and Cy Hesselton for Straight A’s from kindergarten through 
5th grade! 
  
Coronado Beach Elementary 4th grader, Tyler Baker, took Best in Show at the school’s annual 
Student Art Show and Sale coordinated by art teacher, Steven Hardock.  The annual show is 
held in the school cafeteria and features art work produced by students from all grades. 
 Proceeds from the sale of the art work will benefit the school’s art department.  Tyler’s piece is 
a 3-D blended chalk in relief of aquatic life. 
  
The DeBary Elementary Dragonflies participated in the American Cancer Society’s Relay for 
Life – DeBary/Orange City.  The 37-member Dragonfly team walked the course at Gemini 
Springs from noon Saturday, through the night, until 6 a.m. Sunday morning.  Adults and 
students alike enjoyed the 1980’s theme, Zumba, 3-legged race at 2 a.m., karaoke at 3 a.m., a 
scavenger hunt, great friends, fantastic music and memorable fun!  DeBary Elementary is proud 
to say our contribution toward helping the American Cancer Society fight a courageous battle 
against cancer and assist patients and their families was $3,000 and the entire DeBary/Orange 
City Relay for Life event raised $60,000. 
  
Few things are more fascinating to children than watching plants grow.  Sincere appreciation 
and thanks to Home Depot, Orange City, for their donations of garden soil, plants, seeds, and 
garden supplies to begin a garden at DeBary Elementary.  Special thanks to Kim Evans, 
parents, students, and FUTURES (for a past grant) for assisting in making the garden a reality. 
 “In a busy world it is often difficult to focus on some of the simple things in life, such as a 
garden” (Michelle Obama).  Gardens provide natural foods and require physical activity that 
makes us healthy.  The miracle of the pollinators, complete metamorphosis of the butterfly 
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(larvae/nectar plants), photosynthesis, plant adaptations (tendrils grow counter clockwise) and 
life/plant cycles are learned while students of all ages work in the symphony of the honey bee 
pollinating a tomato flower in the perfect pitch of A. The school had a late start this year, but in 
the fall will resume work in making the garden bigger and better.  
  
DeLand Middle students participated in the Odyssey of the Mind competition, which is an 
international educational program that provides creative problem-solving opportunities for 
students from kindergarten through college. Team members apply their creativity to solve 
problems that range from building mechanical devices to presenting their own interpretation of 
literary classics. They then bring their solutions to competition on the local, state, and world 
level. Thousands of teams from throughout the U.S. and from about 25 other countries 
participate in the program.  At the Florida Regionals Competition, Alan Bailey, Matt Bailey, Luke 
Branz, Courtney Gifford, Nathan Oltorik, and Natalie Schwerdfeger placed 1st and won the 
Rantra-fusca Award (which shows the highest level of creativity at competition).  At the Florida 
State Competition, the team placed 2nd out of the entire state of Florida moving them on to the 
World finals where they placed 12th out of 56 teams (26 countries and 30 states).  
  
Congratulations to Deltona High student, Emmanuel Ramirez, who won the competition to 
design the Icon for the Florida Department of Education's Facebook page.  Emmanuel’s entry 
received the most votes from among the hundreds of entries from students throughout Florida.  
Education Commissioner, Tony Bennett, visited the campus to recognize Emmanuel for his 
award winning entry. 
  
In light of the recent tragedy in Oklahoma, Deltona Lakes Elementary is opening our hearts 
and our wallets to help the victims of the tornado, specifically the school children.  Last week we 
made a call to all parents/families soliciting donations of spare change for the victims.  DLE 
families immediately dug into their pockets and the coins (and cash) started pouring in.  
Students having been bringing pennies from their piggy banks and spare change from Mom and 
Dad.  Students that were saving money to buy new video games are instead giving to the 
cause.  One student brought 5 one-dollar bills and the next day brought 5 more one-dollar bills.   
Another family sent in money and hand-written notes with pictures their children made for the 
students of the disaster.  On May 29, the entire student body gathered for a group photo which 
will be sent with our first donation check next week to Plaza Towers Elementary School in 
Oklahoma.  To date Deltona Lakes has collected $561, but the pot continues to grow.   
Donations will continue to be accepted until the end of the school year.  
  
Deltona Lakes Elementary art teacher, Mrs. Field, hosted her second annual Art Show on 
May 30.  Families were invited to visit the gallery-style display of art created by students.  
Matted and framed works, as well as other artsy trinkets, were available for purchase.  This 
year, as an added feature, Mrs. Field arranged a 3-D fluorescent art exhibit with black lights.  
Student works inspired by the Austrian artist, Hundertwasser, were created and displayed 
around the dark room.  
  
Discovery Elementary recently held its Multicultural Showcase spring concert.  The concert 
was a multicultural celebration that included students in art class making decorations and 
students in music class learning Hebrew, African, Spanish and Czech folk songs.  Students in 
fourth grade, including special needs students, performed for their families and friends. 
  
Friendship Elementary congratulates their school’s Futures First Year Teacher, Denielle Dutil. 
 Prior to her first year teaching at Friendship, Denielle was a teacher candidate at Friendship. 
 She participated in the school’s UCF one-year co-teaching internship program under the 
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tutelage of Lydia Rosenberg, Friendship’s Teacher of the Year.  Friendship is especially proud 
this year because along with Denielle, three other participants in the Friendship/UCF co-
teaching pilot were nominated Futures First Year Teachers by their schools: Lynne Allen, 
Mercedes Booth and Lisa Holzer. 
  
The Orange City Elementary Media Center hosted “A Little Night Out with the Arts” on May 20. 
The evening started with an enchanting kindergarten art show hosted by Mr. Holder, the art 
teacher.  After, kindergarten students performed on stage to kick-off author night where the 
works of Anna Dewdney, Mo Willems, Judy Sachachner and Tedd Arnold were celebrated. 
 Second grade ended the night of the arts with another musical performance.  The Buy One Get 
One Free Book Fair was also a highlight as families chose value books for summer reading. 
  
Focusing on academic impact by improving attendance, Ormond Beach Middle completed its 
30-Day Challenge leading up to FCAT. Initiated by teachers, Roberta Campbell and Kristen 
Pirkey, the Behavior Leadership Team committee enlisted PTSA officer, Mindy James, to collect 
donations for prizes. Hundreds of students committed to the challenge in several categories. 
About 600 students met the "most-improved" category requirements and were eligible to win 
prizes such as iTunes music or movie tickets.  Following a school-wide rally to kick-off the 
event, each day, teachers and staff reminded students to "Be There Every Day in Every Way." 
  
Third, fourth and fifth grade students recently attended "Midnight Madness" at Osteen 
Elementary.  This event began over 20 years ago as an incentive and reading reward.  To 
qualify, students needed to have 125 reading counts points with at least a 70% average on their 
quizzes.  The evening started with a snack, then the students headed off to six different stations 
throughout the school which included an inflatable obstacle course, crafts, games, art projects 
and a rhythmic game.  Students enjoyed Chick Fil-A sandwiches for dinner and played minute-
to-win-it games.  The highlight of the evening was watching the principal and assistant principal 
getting slimed with green and purple slime by the top six readers.  Many parents and teachers 
assisted with the event and enjoyed the evening almost as much as the students! 
  
Last Friday, the 5th grade students at Spruce Creek Elementary participated in a Mock Middle 
School Day.  All 5th graders will received a schedule for the day when they arrive at their 
"homeroom" class.  They followed their schedule through 6 periods, which allowed them to 
attend classes with other students and gave them the opportunity to independently change 
classes.  Students were also given the freedom to sit at undesignated seats in the cafeteria with 
the friends of their choosing.  The program was coordinated by our School Counselor, Tina 
Howard, in collaboration with the 5th grade teachers.   
  
Spruce Creek Elementary hosted a Multicultural Art Festival for all students on May 23. This 
festival was a great way to educate students and families about world art and different cultures.  
Ethnic food was served.  We had several restaurants participating (Salsa's, Super Wok and 
Giuseppes).  There was a variety of activities.  This is an annual event.  We also held our 
evening book fair during the festival. There was dancing, art and country exhibits.  Four classes 
performed.  Approximately 60 students had their artwork displayed. 
  
Congratulations to Mr. Ian Jackson's graduating AVID senior class. These outstanding students 
at T. DeWitt Taylor Middle-High accumulated over $600,000 in scholarships this school year 
alone.  These awards include three Dell Scholar Winners, five Florida Opportunity Scholarships, 
Take Stock in Children, and The Florida Hispanic Heritage Essay scholarship among other 
monies awarded to this class of only 23 students.  Well done! 
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The fifth grade students at Timbercrest Elementary worked very hard to prepare for the annual 
fifth grade talent show. During the last performance for these soon-to-be middle schoolers, 
administrators Ms. Tuten and Mr. Tidmarsh stunned the crowd as they joined in on the fun and 
danced with the performers. It was quite a spectacle as these two wowed the crowd with their 
dancing prowess.  
  
Timbercrest Elementary's third grade students raised $180 for the Central Florida Zoo during 
their recent service learning project.  The students upcycled used soup cans, transforming them 
into animals that could then be used to hold small items such as pencils on a desk.  After 
creating these "canimals", the students marketed the creations with posters and advertising on 
the daily news show.  The students chose to use their profits to adopt a cheetah, leopard, 
monkey and an otter.  The money raised from this project will be used to provide food, care and 
exhibit improvements for these adopted animals.  The students were able to meet the animals 
during a third grade field trip earlier this month.  Through this project, the students learned basic 
economic terms such as consumer, producer, profit and expenses, as well as information about 
various animals at the zoo. 
  
Perry D. Revlett, University High teacher, received the “Friends to EMS” award from the 
Florida Department of Health, Emergency Medical Services (EMS) program.  He was nominated 
by Patty Maher, who is an Associate Professor with the Daytona State College EMS program.  
This award honors an individual or organization that is not employed with an EMS agency, but 
has successfully enhanced EMS through their partnership or promotion of EMS activities, such 
as, preparedness, injury prevention or other initiatives outlined in the Florida EMS Strategic 
Plan.   
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad http://vcsb.us/2e.  See videos that 
provide a glimpse into school happenings!  

  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  
Click here to view prior editions of e-News. 

  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 

 

http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Timbercrest%20Elementary%20School/Tuten%20Tidmarsh%20Dance.JPG�
http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Timbercrest%20Elementary%20School/Service%20Learning%20Pics/Girls%20canimals.JPG�
http://sharepoint.volusia.k12.fl.us/keycom/Upload%20photo%20here/Timbercrest%20Elementary%20School/Service%20Learning%20Pics/Group%20picture.JPG�
http://vcsb.us/2e�
mailto:CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us�
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/Pages/e-News.aspx�

	In this issue…                    Be There
	Congratulations to the 2013 Graduates
	Report Cards
	Schools and District Offices Closed Fridays
	Hurricane Season is Here
	Prism Student Winners Announced
	News of Note
	Check Out ITV Launchpad
	Prism Student Winners Announced
	News of Note
	Check Out ITV Launchpad

