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Be There 

  
A quick hug, a smile, a simple question will show your child you care. 

  
Regional Fairs Planned to Support Families 
  
The second of four regional FACT (Families and Community Together) Fairs to support the 
needs of Title I families and encourage parents to become more involved in their child’s 
education will be held 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, February 21, in the gymnasium at 
Galaxy Middle School, 2400 Eustace Avenue in Deltona.   Watch a video clip from the first event 
at New Smyrna Beach Middle to see how the event is structured.  This fair was very positively 
received by parents.  Please join us! 
  
The fair is designed for parents with students in Title I schools; however, parents from all 
schools in the area may attend.  Title I schools in the southwest Volusia area are Deltona High, 
Deltona Lakes Elementary, Deltona Middle, Discovery Elementary, Enterprise Elementary, 
Forest Lake Elementary, Friendship Elementary, Galaxy Middle, Heritage Middle, High Banks 
Learning Center, Orange City Elementary, Osteen Elementary, Pine Ridge High, Pride 
Elementary, River Springs Middle, Spirit Elementary, Sunrise Elementary, University High and 
Volusia Pines Elementary. 
  
Volusia County Schools is working with organizations throughout the community to provide 
parents with information about free resources available to families, including support for legal 
issues, health concerns, dual enrollment, voluntary pre-kindergarten and Head Start.   
  
Free  books, food and other giveaways will be available, as well as tables providing information 
on topics such as exceptional student education services; transition to middle school and high 
school; nutrition; Title I; mentoring opportunities; helping your child with reading, math and 
science; graduation requirements; and applying for scholarships.  The goal of the fair is to 
provide families with resources to navigate the school system, create a home learning 
environment, collaborate with school staff, access community resources and promote college 
and post-secondary career readiness for students.    
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The FACT Fairs are sponsored by the Title I office for Volusia County Schools.   Two additional 
fairs will be held April 2 at Mainland High School and April 25 at T. DeWitt Taylor Middle High 
School.  Both fairs will be from 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
  
FCAT Series Offers Stress Reducing Ideas 
  
THIS IS ONLY A TEST!  is a great parent resource that is now available on ITV/Brighthouse 
Networks, Channel 198 or 99.1.  This FCAT Series is geared for elementary students and 
consists of 40 short videos that reduce stress commonly associated with standardized tests like 
FCAT.  Each video is three minutes and covers a different topic including testing taking skills, 
stress management, time management, reading comprehension and writing skills. The program 
is designed to be used for two full months prior to the FCAT.  The videos can be viewed daily at 
6 a.m., 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., noon, 1:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. Dates available include week 
three 2/18-24; week four 2/25-3/3; week five 3/4-10; week six 3/11-17; week seven 3/18-24 and 
repeated during spring break 3/25-31; and week eight 4/1-7.  The FCAT is scheduled for the 
week of April 15-19. 
  
World Languages Department Focuses on Common Core 
  
The Department of World Languages has been busy with various district initiatives, one of which 
is implementing the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) with English Language Learners 
(ELLs) in mind. The Common Core State Standards are simply the academic expectations—
what students must know—in order to demonstrate mastery in each subject areas.  
  
Betsy Sotomayor, ESOL TOA, has conducted various teacher workshops for ESOL and general 
education teachers on how to use specific teaching strategies to help ELL students master the 
Common Core State Standards. Earlier this year, Ms. Sotomayor participated in a workshop 
conducted by Pearson Education.  She, and a handful of other educators, provided vital input in 
creating formative assessments that will help the Florida Department of Education develop its 
assessments for ELL students.  The ESOL staff has been actively informing parents of ELL 
students about the CCSS and how they can help their children at home to become college 
readiness by initiating that process as early as Kindergarten. 
  
The Department of World Languages invites families, friends and community members to attend 
the Foreign Language Festival which will take place on Saturday, February 23, at Spruce Creek 
High School in Port Orange. Come and see our students showcase their foreign language skills! 
  
Middle School Students to Compete in State Math Competition 
  
The Florida Engineering Society recently announced the results of the 2012-13 Mathcounts 
Competition.  Ormond Beach Middle and DeLand Middle will advance to the state competition in 
Orlando on March 15. Coaching for the first place team, Ormond Beach Middle, are Natalie 
Demchak and Tricia Garver and the team members are Jude Flynn, Dalton Kilroe, Samuel 
Markowitz and Jarad Patsch.  Coaching for the second place team, DeLand Middle, is Joanna 
Elliot and the team members are Kyle Bass, Conner Painter, Nathan Schwartz and Luke 
Szathmary.  Good luck, students! 
  
News of Note 
  
The media center of Blue Lake Elementary was once again nearly filled to capacity on 
when the students’ mothers came out in record numbers to take part in this year’s “Muffins for 
Moms” celebration. This was the second year that Blue Lake’s PTA put together the event.  The 
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guest speaker was Mrs. Peromnia Grant, who encouraged the moms to keep doing the good 
work they’ve begun and to continue to be “bucket fillers” for their children. The visiting moms 
were then escorted to the classrooms of their children by the Dolphin Safety Patrols where they 
enjoyed participating in lessons and interacting with the students and teachers.  
  
Champion Elementary students participated in Jump Rope For Heart earlier this month.  Each 
grade level had one hour to complete several jump rope activity stations.  Students had fun 
being physically active while helping to raise money for the American Heart Association.  Every 
morning the news team read a heart healthy fact to make students aware of some wonderful 
tips.  Champion Elementary raised $2850 for the American Heart Association “It takes Heart to 
be a Hero” Campaign, which will support research and education initiatives that save lives in our 
community.   The students enjoyed helping kids with "special hearts," while learning about being 
heart healthy. 
  
Chisholm Elementary students recently welcomed Harlem Legends, Michael Douglas and 
Larry “Shorty” Coleman, to Wildcat country.  The visit by the former Harlem Globetrotters was 
sponsored by the People for Drug-free Youth Foundation, Southeast Volusia County.  The 
Legends emphasized the importance of staying on track, “shooting straight” (staying away from 
drugs and alcohol), continually trying to do our best – in life and on the test, and never giving up 
– “shoot for the stars.”  With tricks from their days as Harlem Globetrotters and their very 
relevant message, the Harlem Legends made a very strong impression on an enthusiastic 
crowd.  Both gentlemen made sure the kids knew that a successful life does not include alcohol 
or drugs.  Larry “Shorty” Coleman told the kids about growing up in a single-parent home in a 
drug-ravaged neighborhood and how school and basketball kept him from getting involved in 
drugs.  Michael Douglas, shared that he was one of 1,500 who tried out in 1986 and made the 
Globetrotters team.  He stressed the importance of perseverance by telling the kids to “Try, try, 
and try again”. 
  
DeLand High held its Family Reading Night recently for about 100 parents and students.  The 
night included an explanation on PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College 
and Careers) and Common Core, as well as rotations of Literary Terms Bingo, Make a Word 
and a Book Talk.  Ms. Sejansky's drama students did a scene from “Antigone” and “Tartuffe.”  
The event included door prizes from generous sponsors.   
  
DeLand High School is proud to announce two finalists in the National Merit Scholarship 
Program: Anthony Cunningham and Shanon Rubin.  All finalists will be considered for National 
Merit Scholarships to be offered in 2013.  The selection of some 8,300 Merit Scholarship 
winners from the group of more than 15,000 finalists is now in progress. 
  
The DeLand Middle FFA Opening & Closing Ceremonies team placed first in the district 
competition and will now move on to the state competition in June at the Florida FFA State 
Convention.  Team members included: Baleigh Oliver, Brianna Edwards, Carter Long, Emma 
Geyer, Kiley Wannick, Zach Bodnar and Christina Rees.   
  
Nick Heard, a 7th grade student at DeLand Middle, participated in the Semi-State Elks National 
Hoop Shoot Contest in last month.  He tied for first place and had to have a sudden death tie 
breaker, coming up short by one basket.  Jazmyne Gelford placed 2nd in the 12-13 year old 
girls division. Congratulations to both students for an outstanding effort. 
  



The Deltona Lakes Elementary kindergarten team hosted a Friendship Dance recently.  All 
students were invited to enjoy an evening full of music, fun and friendship.  A total of $277 was 
raised at the dance which will be used to help fund upcoming kindergarten field trips. 
  
For the 9th year in a row, the Deltona High JROTC Drill and Color Guard Team will advance to 
the state competition in April. The teams won six trophies placing 1st and 2nd in numerous 
categories at the Area 4 Competition.  
  
Deltona High FFA Members were selected to attend the Agricultural Hall of Fame Banquet 
recently at the Florida State Fair. Jessica MacFarlane, Jennifer Massalone, Noel Boerger and 
Shaun Fowler had the opportunity to meet with agriculture leaders and commodity groups from 
around the state. In addition, Noel was selected as an Ag Hall of Fame Scholarship Recipient 
for a $500 scholarship. 
  
Deltona Middle will hold its Mr. and Miss DMS Contest 2013 on Thursday, February 28, 6:30 
p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  The Mr. and Miss DMS contest promotes school spirit, scholarship and 
citizenship.  The students who participate demonstrate leadership and citizenship by actively 
serving as role models who strive to improve themselves and their community.    Mr. Charger 
and Miss Chargerette will be crowned during the event.   
  
The Deltona Middle Literacy Council had an overwhelming response to this year’s Magical 
Media Night with over 400 people attending the event, which was held in conjunction with the 
Social Studies Fair.  Drama and the jazz band performed, AVID students had presentations and 
students read award winning essays. Mr. Bill Hinebaugh, executive director for the Volusia 
County Literacy Council, was the guest speaker and Master of Ceremony. Students received 
awards and visitors were able to view student projects and interact with local authors.  During 
the week of January 14, the school celebrated Literacy Week with a Million Minute Marathon. 
Students read in many classrooms to promote literacy throughout the day with a record number 
of minutes read: more than 78,500. Throughout the week additional activities included faculty 
dressing as vocabulary words, students dressing as their favorite literary or historical figure and 
an “authors’ corner” where classes came to meet with local authors to discuss how to publish 
books and become better writers.  
  
Deltona Middle established “Random Acts of Kindness Week, March 4 – 8, in honor of the 
students and staff of Sandy Hook Elementary School to combat the needless acts of violence 
committed there on December 14, 2012 and all over our country every day.  “No act of 
kindness, however small, goes unnoticed.”  —Aesop 
  
Discovery Elementary was Fox's Cool School of the Week on January 30.  The students and 
staff wore school or club T-shirts and the safety patrols wore their belts.  
  
Edgewater Public started a new initiative from PTA.  WATCH D.O.G.S.®  is an innovative 
program being used by schools across America which helps them to be positively impacted by 
the committed involvement of fathers and father-figures in their student’s life.  The goal is to 
have fathers spend at least one day (or partial day) at the school to be a positive male role 
model and to provide an extra set of eyes and ears to aid in the security of the school.   
  
Freedom Elementary students and families will come together for the second annual Dr. Seuss 
Birthday Party and Book Swap on March 1, 6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. in the school’s multi-purpose 
room.  There will be games and activities for all grades, along with a photo booth and characters 
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from favorite books.  In addition, there will be a children's book swap and all extra books will be 
donated to the Freedom book drive. 
  
Freedom Elementary’s PTA hosted an Anti-Bullying Program for students and families 
recently.  Deputy Newman from DeLand Middle School presented information on bullying and 
the students visited stations with activities on bully prevention. 
  
Friendship Elementary Bobcats are coming to school on Saturdays!  That’s right, Friendship’s 
Bobcat Saturday Math, Reading and Science Tutoring Program is underway.  Third and fourth 
graders receive tutoring in math and reading, while fifth graders improve their knowledge of 
math and science.  The two-hour tutoring sessions began January 12 and will continue until 
March 16.  During the sessions students receive snacks and are entered into drawings for door 
prizes and gift certificates.  Who knew coming to school on Saturday would be so popular! 
  
Hinson Middle's "Book Camp: Train Your Brain" event will be held the evening of March 19 
from 6 - 8 p.m. at the Book Fair. There will be all kinds of fun and interesting activities to involve 
students and their families.  Learn from students about using exercise equipment, nutrition and 
Culture Grams, test your knowledge with jeopardy and your artistic abilities with line drawing 
and of course; browse the Book Fair for your favorite authors, as well as participate in many 
other interesting activities. See just how far you can stretch your brain at Hinson's Book Camp: 
Train Your Brain Fair on March 19. Come on, drop and give me 20, 20 minutes of reading that 
is!   
  
McInnis Elementary recently held "Slime Day!"  The event was a Jump Rope for Heart 
fundraiser to benefit the American Heart Association and included an ice cream party and “slime 
the principal” incentive.  Principal Alba Perez agreed to allow students who could each raise $10 
throw a cupful of “slime” at her.  The slime was created by 5th grade students who participated in 
a special science project to create a safe substance for skin contact with what they considered 
to have both acceptable consistency and color.  The slime was made from food coloring and 
applesauce.  The students raised $1,659. 
  
Congratulations to New Smyrna Beach Middle Brain Bowl Team: Jasmine Purkiss, Jasmine 
Robinson, Tyrell Merrick and Kori Spiropoulos.  The students won first place in the Embry 
Riddle Black History Brain Bowl competition and each student received a Google Chromebook 
laptop. 
  
Congratulations to William Clark, senior and Advanced Placement 3D Design Portfolio art 
student at New Smyrna Beach High who was awarded the 2013 Dorothy Johnson Award for 
Creative Vision at the recent 11th Annual AP/Honors Exhibit Opening Reception at ArtHaus in 
Port Orange.   This exhibit continues through March 1. 
  
 Ormond Beach Elementary held its first book swap to celebrate Literacy Week 2012-1013. 
Students and their families donated gently used books that they no longer wanted.  Students 
received tickets for each book donated. The books were sorted into age categories; students 
then exchanged tickets for “new” books.  The swap was hugely successful with thousands of 
books changing hands.  Some of the books leftover at the completion of the swap were given to 
teachers to supplement their classroom libraries and the rest were donated to charity.  The 
school looks forward to making this a yearly tradition! 
  
Sharon Martin, Ormond Beach Middle media specialist, announced a special guest speaker 
for March, author, Sharon Draper. Ms. Draper is well known for her books including “Tears of a 



Tiger,” “Forged by Fire,” “Romiette and Jullio” and “Double Dutch.”  Eighth grade students who 
have completed a Reading Counts quiz on a Sharon Draper novel or biographical report will 
earn an entry ticket to the event, to be held on March 4. Segments from Ms. Draper's works will 
be featured on the school's daily morning television news show. 
  
For the second grading period, about 750 Ormond Beach Middle students gathered in the 
school's gymnasium to be recognized for their academic achievement. Parents and friends 
joined the students as names were called by school counselors. Seated in chairs on the gym 
floor, facing guests in the stands, each student was honored individually and received one to 
three awards before shaking the hands of the school administrators.  With each 
certificate personally signed by principal, Matt Krajewski, eligible students earned a 4.0 award, 
honor roll award or principal's award. 
  
The Volusia County Health Department School Board Sealant Program gave approximately 200 
students at Palm Terrace Elementary a reason to smile.  The preventative dental program 
provided oral hygiene instructions, nutritional counseling, protective sealant and fluoride 
treatments for students in first, second and third grade. The dental team consists of a public 
health dentist, a registered dental hygienists and certified dental assistants that travel to county 
public schools.   
  
Pathways Elementary students recently started the Reading is Tree-mendous reading program 
and were given the task to read 7,000 books in a six-week period, ending on March 25.  After 
reading a book, students will fill out a leaf to be added to the reading tree and they will be given 
the opportunity to win prizes. 
  
The Pine Ridge High Model United Nations Club was judged by an outside group of UCF 
students and recognized with the distinction of Outstanding during Saturday's (2/2) debate.  It 
was the first time since 2002 that we received an outstanding rating at a debate. Congrats to the 
Model UN Team!   
  
Pine Ridge High FFA is celebrating National FFA Week, February 19-22. This year’s theme is 
“Grow,” and it celebrates more than 80 years of FFA traditions while eagerly anticipating the 
organization’s future. More than 550,000 members nationwide and over 200 Pine Ridge 
members will participate in National FFA Week activities at local, state and national levels. 
These members come from rural, suburban and urban environments and are interested in the 
diversity of careers within agriculture.  The focus of National FFA Week is to tell America about 
the great opportunities available for all youth. From its beginnings in 1928 as the Future 
Farmers of America, the National FFA Organization today reaches out to all 50 states, Puerto 
Rico and the Virgin Islands.  FFA is committed to developing character and leadership skills and 
preparing members for a lifetime of civic leadership and career success. 
  
Pine Trail Elementary held a very successful “Crazy Hat Day" recently.  This year's fundraiser 
was dedicated toward raising money to help the families of two children, one 2-years-old and 
another in 5th grade, who are both struggling with very serious illnesses.  Warmest thanks to all 
of the wonderful families whose generosity and support helped the school raised more than 
$2,700 to assist these families during such a difficult time.  
  
For the six Wednesdays leading up the Florida Writes FCAT, a group of approximately 40 Pine 
Trail Elementary 4th graders meet in the media center for Writing Club for one hour.  Mrs. 
DeFeo and Ms. Hankin help the students practice important writing skills that are proven to 



enhance their writing scores, such as reflections, elaboration, use of detail, figurative language, 
dialogue, and test taking skills, such as time management, pre-writing, editing, etc. 
  
Recently, school and community members of Pine Trail Elementary celebrated the opening of 
their high tech iMac computer lab.  Through exhaustive fundraising efforts, the PTA was able to 
contribute $30,000 to purchase 36 iMac computers. The new computer lab will enable teachers 
to develop lessons incorporating technology and empowering students to develop their own 
media projects to demonstrate their mastery of standards. Students are extremely excited about 
the new iMacs and incredibly engaged in learning while utilizing them. Pine Trail also formed an 
after school technology club for kids and are providing training for teachers and eventually, 
parents.   The Pioneer Technology Club, or PTC, meets each Thursday with Mr. Waterman, a 
5th grade teacher. There are about 20 5th grade students in the club. The main goal is to teach 
kids how to use technology to create projects to enhance learning for themselves and other 
students. For example, the students recently learned how to use Glogster for digital posters and 
SonicPics for podcasting. Soon students will create videos to showcase exemplary classes at 
Pine Trail, make tutorials to help students in math, and develop a TV show to teach cool science 
lessons. 
  
Rylee Mack, a South Daytona Elementary 5th grader, recently won first place in the state 
poster contest for severe weather awareness.  The school hosted an award assembly in her 
honor, along with an interactive program for the second and fifth graders who attended.  Florida 
Department of Emergency Management (FDEM) Director Bryan Koon gave a Severe Weather 
Awareness Week overview and introduced the program and his partners. In addition, Professor 
Tinkermeister, a FDEM Meteorologist, conducted a storm simulation activity and weather quiz 
with the students.  
                           
This Thursday, February 21, Susan Schamay, a South Daytona Elementary teacher, has 
planned another informative parent workshop with a focus on finances. Can your child count 
money? Do they have a savings account? Do they manage their own money by saving money 
for something special?  Fiscal responsibility is a critical skill to being a successful citizen. Come 
join South Daytona Elementary as Wells Fargo Bank will present a plan for teaching children 
how to be wise with money. All participants who attend will receive play money and materials to 
practice using money wisely at home. This event will take place from 8 a.m. - -9:15 a.m. in the 
atrium by the office. 
  
Tigers against Bullies (TAB) recently initiated Southwestern Middle’s first safety patrol unit.  
The object of the program is to instill in students a sense of responsibility and leadership.  Patrol 
members stay vigilant for any signs of potential trouble and give administration and teachers an 
“extra set of eyes.” TAB members realize they are role models and chosen based on their 
leadership, academics, dependability, sound judgment and constant awareness of any 
dangerous situations on school grounds.  If safety patrol members see something, they do not 
intervene, but they do report it to administrators. 
  
Southwestern Middle took part in the Do Something Blue Jean Drive and Aeropostale's 5th 
Annual Teens for Jeans donation drive to help homeless teens. One third of the U.S. homeless 
population consists of teenagers and children under the age of 18, and schools across the 
country are doing something about it.  In conjunction with Deltona High School Eco Club, 
Southwestern Middle collected denim jeans of all sizes to donate to homeless shelters. 
  
Southwestern Middle’s After School Clubs (V.O.G.U.E., FFEA, Arts/Craft and Jr. Beta Honor 
Society) helped the Council on Aging celebrate birthdays of homebound seniors by creating 



handcrafted cards.  The agency provides the card stock.  Club members decorated over 300 
handmade card which included a special message. 
  
Each quarter, Spirit Elementary honors students in grades 3, 4 and 5 for achieving a 4.0 GPA 
by inviting them to lunch with the principal.  There's music, celebrating, certificates, pizza, 
cookies, bracelets and of course Smarties.  The most recent celebration for the second quarter 
honored 44 students, which is up by 13 students from first quarter.  The reward is a huge 
incentive for students. 
  
Spirit Elementary’s PTA has teamed up with Final Mile Race Management for its first 5K on 
Saturday, March 9.  Teachers, students, parents and community members are all welcome to 
attend the Blazin' the Trail 5K Race and Fun Run at Spirit as we race to the finish line.  All 
proceeds will remain at Spirit Elementary.  Click here for more information or, to participate as a 
sponsor, contact Spirit PTA. 
  
Spruce Creek Elementary recently held a Winter Bedtime Story Night.  Teachers read winter-
themed stories (some interactive) while students and their parents drank hot chocolate, enjoyed 
snow cones and cookies.  The cafeteria was decorated with a winter/snowflake theme and the 
children wore their PJ's and slippers to hear bedtime stories. 
  
Ms. Bowers' first grade class at Spruce Creek Elementary celebrated the 100th day of school 
with a 100th day celebration.  The students wrote 100 words, stamped 100 numbers, read a 
poem with 100 words, made a necklace with 100 fruit loops, and ate a 100th day snack (one 
sugar wafer cookie with two mini-powdered donuts).   
  
Spruce Creek High - Congratulations to Robotics teams 532 and 531 for the awards they 
received at the Seminole League FTC Championship at Hagerty High School.  The all-girls 
team 532 won PTC Design Award for excellence in design and consistent performance of their 
robot and, along with team 531, made it to semi-finals.  Team 531 won the Think Award for 
excellence in documenting their journey from conception of ideas to implementation.  
Congratulations Academy of Information Technology and Robotics and teams 532 and 531.   
  
Spruce Creek High held its Fifth Annual Poetry Out Loud Contest in January in front of a 
friendly audience of friends and family. Congratulations to all twenty-five contestants who 
participated and did such a wonderful job. The six finalists in place order were Jillian Miley, 
Kristy Kim, Isabelle Kiesteu, Sydney Dolores Herring, Sarah Reynolds and Shea Fowler.  Jillian 
Miley will travel to the state contest in Tallahassee in March as Creek’s Poetry Out Loud winner. 
Best of luck, Jillian! 
  
Taylor Middle-High is very proud to announce three Dell Scholar semi-finalists.  They are 
Janet Meza, Jessica Juarez and Noe Morales, all of whom are enrolled in the AVID program.  
Finalists will be announced April 10.  The Michael and Susan Dell Foundation awards 300 
scholarships annually and since 2004, have provided students with $49 million in college 
scholarships and support services.  
  
Recently, 49 Taylor Middle-High students enrolled in A.P. Literature, A.P. Language and 
Composition, English IV Honors, and select art classes participated in a field trip to the Salvador 
Dali Museum in St. Petersburg.  Students learned about Dali’s life and works while at the 
museum, and on their return trip home to Pierson, they read and discussed a biography of the 
artist.  Students will now integrate and evaluate information in order to address a question or 
solve a problem specific to their content area.   
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Timbercrest Elementary recently placed second in the Simon Scholars School Reward 
Program sponsored by the Seminole Towne Center Mall.  Participating schools receive 1 point 
for every $1 spent at the mall during a specified time.  The top three schools win cash prizes.  
Timbercrest Elementary had enough supporters turn in their receipts to win $1,000! 
 Timbercrest was presented with the check in January and was able to double the amount 
through the FUTURES state match grant for the school’s Teachers as Tutors program. 
  
On Thursday, February 28, Turie T. Small Elementary School will participate in its fourth 
annual African American Read-In. This event will coincide with the Twenty-fourth National 
African American Read-In sponsored by the Black Caucus of the National Council of Teachers 
of English (NCTE) and the NCTE. Sessions will begin at 8 a.m. and end at noon. Guest readers 
may choose to participate in one or more sessions.  Previous guests have raved about their 
experience with students!  A book, authored by an African-American, is provided for a guest to 
read aloud to a classroom of students. After one reads, the guest spends some time discussing 
with the students his/her career, accomplishments and how literacy has been a critical element 
to his/her success. Upon their departure from the classroom, the guest will then present this 
book to the class and teacher to become a part of their classroom library.  The goal of this event 
is to promote literacy and to recognize it as a significant part of Black History Month. School 
officials, parents, and community members provide positive role models for students. Together, 
they invest their time in the education of Turie T. Small’s students and get them excited about 
reading. Their excitement and willingness to share experiences and love of literacy lasts a 
lifetime. 
  
University High recently hosted its 2nd Annual Military Expo.  Local military branches, 
Emergency Management Services, the Sheriff’s Department and local police were also 
represented.  The two-day event was capped off with a softball game and helicopter landing.  A 
special thanks to Doc Revlett for organizing this well attended event.  
  
Due to the success of the Westside Elementary’s kindergarten and first grade family math 
night, a school wide family math night is being planned.  Parents will have the opportunity to see 
what their children are learning and they will learn strategies they can put into action at home. 
The event will take place on Thursday, March 21, from 6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad http://vcsb.us/27.  See videos that 
provide a glimpse into school happenings!  

  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  
Click here to view prior editions of e-News. 

  
  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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