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Be There 

 

Instead of trading presents, ask your child to do something special for a charity as a gift to you. 
 
Winter Break 
 

The second grading period ended today, December 20.  Friday, December 21, is a teacher duty 
day/student holiday.  Schools and district offices will be closed to the public beginning Monday, 
December 24.  Classes resume on Monday, January 7.  District offices will reopen to the public on 
January 7.   
 
Parents Have a Key Role in Emergency Response 

 

During and following an emergency situation, school and district officials must act quickly and follow 
established emergency protocols to safeguard students and staff, secure schools, and communicate 
accurate information in a timely manner.  Parents can assist greatly by helping with preparation before 
the emergency.  Follow this link for critical steps parents can take:  School Emergency Guide for 
Parents 
 
Citizen Supports Volusia County Schools 
 

Gary Comfort, a Volusia County citizen, recently mailed a $409 check to the school district in support of 
our public schools and students.  Thank you, Mr. Comfort!  Below is his letter: 
 
“Almost 50 percent of the Volusia County citizens who voted in the recent election stated that the 
quality of our public schools is important enough that they are willing to pay an additional 1 mill to 
support our schools. Unfortunately, a slight majority of our fellow electors disagreed with us.  
 
“Although I am disappointed that the referendum failed to carry, that does not reduce my personal 
obligation, and I hope that the other electors who voted for the referendum will join me. I have enclosed 
my check as a donation to "Volusia County Schools" in the amount of $409, the amount that an 
additional 1 mill on my property tax bill would have cost me.  
 
“I am 70 years old. I have no offspring who will ever use our public schools. But, I do realize that I 
benefitted greatly from my opportunity to attend quality public schools, as did my children. I gladly 
accept the responsibility to help provide quality public schools to today's generation of students.  

http://myvolusiaschools.org/security/Documents/School%20Emergency%20Guide%20for%20Parents.pdf�
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“If the almost 50-percent who voted that public schools are worth their extra investment would join me, 
we would not make up the school deficit, but rather only about one-half of that deficit. Nonetheless, 
that action by those of us who believe quality schools are important would save numerous programs 
and teacher positions.” 
 
Deltona High Teacher Elected President of National Association 
 

Congratulations to Farrah Johnson, Deltona High teacher, who was elected president of the National 
Association of Agricultural Educators.  As NAAE president, Ms. Johnson will lead agricultural educators 
from across the United States in shaping the direction of agricultural education for the next year. Her 
goals for the year include helping states create their own agricultural education advocacy action plans, 
finalizing NAAE’s multi-year strategic plan and continuing work to recruit and retain outstanding 
teachers in agricultural education.  “We in ag education have a unique opportunity to provide the real 
world relevance that ties in the core curriculum,” said Johnson. “I believe we need to tell our story and 
share these ties with our schools.” 
 
Teacher of the Year Finalists Announced 
 

Each of Volusia County's public schools selected a Teacher of the Year, chosen by their peers, to 
compete for the honor of Volusia County School District's 2014 Teacher of the Year. The five finalists 
for the top honor are: 

• Jami L. Atkinson, ESE consultation teacher/ academic coach, Heritage Middle 
• Emily E. Edwards, 4th grade, Starke Elementary 
• Melanie Kestory, 3rd grade, DeBary Elementary 
• Amber Leahey McAndrew, 4th/5th grade gifted, Tomoka Elementary 
• Jonathan Pearce, history/civics, DeLand Middle 

 
A Teacher of the Year sub-committee spent more than a week reading every application to select 15 
semi-finalists.  Those applications were then read and ranked by a larger committee that chose the 
finalists.  The finalists were visited by a team responsible for determining who will be named the 
district’s winner.  The decision is based on observing teaching in the classroom and an individual 
interview with each candidate. The name of the winner will be kept confidential until the night of the 
awards ceremony.  The awards ceremony will be held at 6 p.m. on Friday, January 25, at the Hilton 
Daytona Beach Ocean Walk and is co-sponsored by FUTURES Foundation and the Daytona Regional 
Chamber of Commerce.   
 
The district Teacher of the Year will be nominated for the state Teacher of the Year program and will 
serve as Volusia’s representative of quality education throughout the 2013-2014 school year.  The 
current Volusia County Teacher of the Year is Leslie Birney, a 4th grade teacher from Citrus Grove 
Elementary.  
 
Career Academy Applications Now Available for 2013-14 
 

Career academy applications are now available to students for the 2013-2014 school year.  Students 
should print the District Career Academy Application and return to the high school(s) of the academy(s) 
of choice.  For more information about each career academy, middle school parents and students are 
encouraged to attend the 7th Annual High School Showcase Event being held on January 15, 2013 at 
the Volusia County Fairgrounds, Tommy Lawrence arena from 5:00pm to 7:30pm.  
 
Career academy applications are also available in middle school guidance departments.  The timeline 
of career academy application deadlines and events is available on the district’s website.  For more 
information, contact a middle school guidance counselor.  
 
ArtHaus Presents Artwork by Kindergartners 
  

An exhibit featuring artworks by kindergarten students in Volusia County is now open at the ArtHaus, 
3840 Ridgewood Avenue, Port Orange.  The exhibit will continue through Friday, January 18. 

http://www.career-connection.org/pdf/Academy/academyapplication_13-14.pdf�
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Pages/news-article.aspx?sid=85�
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News of Note 
 

• Ms. Milliken’s 2nd period class at Atlantic High won the district’s attendance contest this year for 
their “Everybody, Everyday” poem.  The district representatives and the school’s administrative staff 
made a surprise visit to Ms. Milliken’s classroom with certificates for each student, balloons and 
picture taking.  The students are:  Tiffany King, Jon Williams, Cathy Jennetten, Casey Daniels, and 
Courtney Widdison 

 
• Atlantic High has plans underway for its 2nd Annual Family Night.  The event will be held Monday, 

March 4.  Sharon Draper, a New York Times best-selling author, will be the keynote speaker for the 
evening.  

 
• The 4th and 5th grade classes of Blue Lake Elementary recently performed the musical "Paint the 

Town December."  The musical, written by Roger Emerson and John Jacobson, is a multicultural 
holiday celebration which explores the celebratory traditions of Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Christmas and 
Las Posadas. The production was directed by Patrick Rossi and Tricia Arel, the school's music and 
drama teachers.  

 
• Craig Zablo, principal at Campbell Middle, welcomed U.S. Olympic Medalists, Aries Merritt, Allyson 

Felix, Joanna Hayes and Ato Bolden during their visit to speak to the 8th grade honor roll students.  
After their message on the importance of integrity and education, there was a question and answer 
session and autographs. Students even got a chance to hold a real gold medal.  

 
• Campbell Middle is the recipient of a $140,000 grant sponsored by the Daytona Beach Car Show 

and Swamp Meet.  The grant will be used to purchase new audio/video equipment, netbooks and 
even a popcorn machine.  Tina Olko, PTSA president, and Karen Kepner, writing coach, along with 
Craig Zablo coordinated the writing of the grant. 

 
• Chisholm Elementary Guidance Counselor, Ms. Marla Griffin, focused December’s guidance 

lessons on Service in Our Community.  As members of many communities – classroom, school, 
neighborhood and city to name a few – we want to do our part to make our community the best it 
can be by taking care of it and everyone in the community.  Chisholm Wildcats “Teamed Up Against 
Hunger” in their favorite team tee shirts and donated canned goods to the Gifts of Love food pantry 
to help restock the shelves for the upcoming winter months.  Supplies for Shipmates were collected 
to send to two of the schools deployed family members in the Mediterranean.  Students also made 
cheerful cards and drawings for the residents of Oceanview Nursing Home.  

 
• The Marine Corp League of retired Marines, Captain “Tiger” Mayberry Detachment #658 (Daytona 

Beach) Honor Guard, were on hand to officially install the 2012- 13 Flag Bearers of Chisholm 
Elementary.  Mr. Jim Casale; Captain of the Honor Guard, Mr. Pep Dean; Vice Commandant and 
Mr. Jerry DiBartolomeo 654th Detachment instructed the students in the etiquette of the flag.  
Student flag bearers are Jenna Toole, Cami Roberts, Derek Pixton and Luke Taylor. 

 
• Citrus Grove Elementary PTA is proud to present its 1st Annual Healthy Living Family Fitness 

Day. The Healthy Groovin @ The Grove 5K will be held Saturday, February 9.  A 5k foot race and 
1-mile family fun run/walk will start at 8 a.m. from the school and wind through the community of 
Heritage Place. Local businesses and community partners will support the event with a blood drive, 
family fun and children activities. Race “Dog Tags” will be awarded to all children ages 16 and 
under. Each Registered 5k Runner will receive an event logo T-shirt.  For a registration form, visit: 
http://www.finalmileracemanagement.com/CitrusGrove/RegistrationForm2012-11-05.pdf 

 
• Creekside Middle invited Marc Merc and his company, "Champion of Choices" to present to the 

6th grade students.  It this organization’s mission to share with as many students as possible their 

http://www.finalmileracemanagement.com/CitrusGrove/RegistrationForm2012-11-05.pdf�
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empowering message of making good choices and choosing to have a positive attitude.  The 
students loved the message and performance.  

 
• Deltona High’s culinary arts students competed in the Gingerbread Showcase sponsored by 

Habitat for Humanity at the Seminole Towne Mall.  Four teams created four very different entries: 
the Chef Club entered a toy chest overfilled with cookies and candy made into drums, cars, dolls, 
and teddy bears; Culinary I made the Snow Queens Castle; Culinary II entered the Nightmare 
Before Christmas complete with Jack the Pumpkin King; and Culinary III made a log cabin that was 
18 inches high and over 2 feet long. Culinary III came in first place in the adult category (15+) and 
won best in show with over 850 popular votes.  Students on the team were Samantha Acevedo, 
Kayla Kent, Lori Nieves, Bethany Pitre, Theresa Robles and Shakire Viruet.  Culinary II won 2nd 
place in the adult category.  Students on that team were: Nico Arenas, Holly Kline, Sarah Malloy, 
Valarie Rosado and Brittany Steel. Congratulations to culinary arts teacher, Michelle Stojic and her 
students.  The students are now preparing for a competition at Daytona State in January. 

 
• Magical Media Night is Deltona Middle’s Literacy Fair. This year it will take place during Literacy 

Week on Thursday, January 17. This year’s theme is “Recipe for Success.”   The school will be 
celebrating literacy with student work from all subject areas.  In addition, authors will be available to 
talk with students and families.  Projects from Magical Media Night will be taken to the Volusia 
County Literacy Fair.  The Social Studies Fair will also take place during this event.   

 
• Hurricane Sandy disrupted the centennial celebration of Enterprise Elementary, but that 

disappointment turned to joy on December 4.  It was a nighttime winter festival with lights all a' 
twinklin' and a cool breeze lightly blowing. Holiday music, games, food trucks, auctions and Santa 
Shop were just some of the activities available. It was a beautiful sight to see all the students, 
parents and faculty members come together to enjoy this very special occasion - enjoying the 
celebration of 100 years.  

 
• The Forest Lake Elementary Panthers are once again bringing holiday cheer by participating in a 

Students Reach Out community collection. Students have been bringing in new, unwrapped toys for 
distribution to needy families in the Deltona area. Students are excited about the opportunity to help 
their local community and gifts are on display in the front office until the collection date.  

 
• Heritage Middle collected over 7,000 pieces of clothing for AMVET.  This is an American Veteran’s 

organization which helps support the community with clothing.  The school also hosted a toy drive 
for struggling Heritage families and surrounding elementary school families and at Thanksgiving 
provided turkeys to many needy families. 

 
• Ivy Grace Morgan, a 7th grade student from Heritage Middle, received a Super Star certificate from 

the city of Deltona for being motivated, responsible, hard working, involved and kind.  She is not 
only an outstanding student herself, but is willing through her kindness to work with others.  
Numerous times she has taken time to patiently work with others who are not able to understand 
the content as easily as she has.  Ivy Grace is a model student and the school is proud to have her 
at Heritage. 

 
• Mrs. Mittelhaeuser's culinary arts classes at Hinson Middle recently participated in the Annual 

Hinson Cookie Challenge. Students have been learning how to work with a recipe, measure 
accurately and how to combine ingredients for a delectable treat.  The challenge they were asked to 
meet was to come up with an original cookie recipe.  Students worked in small groups to create, 
bake and serve their cookies. Hinson teachers volunteered to be the judges of those delicious 
creations!  They evaluated the texture, taste and appearance of the various cookies and came up 
with a favorite from this year's batch.  Students and teachers alike look forward to this tasty event 
every year. 
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• Hinson Middle students who show that they C.A.R.E., show Courtesy, strive for Achievement, treat 
people with Respect and are mindful of the Environment are rewarded by adults on campus with 
C.A.R.E. dollars that can be used in the C.A.R.E. Store to purchase school supplies and other 
items.  Every once in a while there is an especially sought after item for which students may 
purchase a ticket using their C.A.R.E. dollars to be entered into a drawing, giving anyone interested 
a chance at receiving that item. The current hot ticket item is a $25 Walmart gift card.  It just goes to 
show that it pays to C.A.R.E. at Hinson. 

 
• Indian River Elementary’s chorus, sponsored by Cynthia Turner, has been busy entertaining 

groups during this holiday season. The first weekend in December, students sang to guests during 
Breakfast with Santa Claus at the Volusia Mall, where a large crowd of people were beginning their 
holiday shopping.  The next weekend, the chorus brought joy to residents at the Oceanview Nursing 
Home.  Principal Dee Stevenson said it brought tears to her eyes to see so many senior citizens 
enjoying this holiday treat.  Last Saturday, the chorus performed at the Chic-Fil-A in Edgewater. 

 
• Indian River Elementary won first place for its float in the Edgewater Christmas Parade. Two 

school clubs, FFEA and Camera Crew, sponsored the float named “Candy Land Express.”  Some 
students rode on the float with the Candy Land Train while others students dressed up as pieces of 
candy and walked beside the float.  A plaque was presented to FFEA sponsors, Teresa Cameron 
and Wendy Wilson, and Camera Crew sponsor, Marty Gough, by the Edgewater Chamber of 
Commerce. 

 
• In November, the principal of Manatee Cove Elementary, Mrs. Gonzalez, challenged all the 

students, faculty and staff to "Read Their Heart Out" in honor of National Young Readers Week.  
The challenge was met by reading a total of 51,978 pages in grades 1 through 5 and 36 books were 
read in kindergarten.  An aerial picture of every student and teacher holding a book in hand 
depicting the words “Manatee Cove ♥ to Read ” was taken.  Principals across the country who 
completed the challenge have the chance to win 101 copies of Jeff Kinney’s new book, The Diary of 
a Wimpy Kid: The Third Wheel (one of which will be autographed) for their school.  Jeff Kinney 
himself will be making the phone call to the winning school.  

 
• Baylee Eads, a third grade student at Manatee Cove Elementary, placed 1st an art contest 

sponsored by the city of DeBary.  She received an award from the City Council. 
 
• New Smyrna Beach Middle students created posters depicting images of International World 

Peace for the Lion’s Club annual poster contest. The students used only art elements and symbols 
to portray the theme…'Imagine Peace.'  Winning entries were chosen by the Lions Club members: 
Jaki Redmond - 1st place; Meghan D'Arcy - 2nd place; Ashlynn Davis - 3rd place; Ashley 
Teagarden and Claire McDonald - honorable mention.  The first place winner will move on to the 
Lions Club district competition. 

 
• One of the goals of the AVID program at New Smyrna Beach Middle is to get the students 

involved in their community, as well as teach the importance of citizenship, teamwork and helping.  
Each year the 7th and 8th grade students in AVID hold a canned food drive to help local 
organizations provide food for families in our own community. This year a total of 45 students 
collected over 150 items and donated them to 'Gifts of Love' in Edgewater.   

 
• Orange City Elementary staff received four grants this year from the Futures Foundation for 

Volusia County Schools.  Our guidance counselor, Mrs. Bowen, was thrilled when her name was 
called for one of the special “Creativity” awards from the board.  Her grant “We Are the Ones” 
targets at-risk 5th grade students as they explore and create a school based production of the award 
winning children’s book, “One”, by Kathryn Otoshi.  Students will explore the book, themselves and 
the message “I, for one, stand up and say, “No”, (to bullying)” as they deliver the message of the 
book to kindergarten and first grade in a presentation designed by the students in the group. 
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• Jacquie Tripp of the Lions Club recently recognized Ormond Beach Middle student artists for the 
Lion's Club Peace Poster Contest.  The students received framed awards for their participation and 
a gift bag from their teacher, Ms. Dugan.  The Lions Club donated $100 to the school’s art program. 

 
• Congratulations to Valdrena Yisrael, career education and business teacher at Ormond Beach 

Middle, for earning credentials in Microsoft Word Certification, a challenging and comprehensive 
assessment for all Word 2010-based applications. The test is done online through Certiport. Ms. 
Yisrael, coordinator of the Microsoft IT Academy at OBMS, is the first person in Volusia County to 
achieve this certification status. 

 
• The band members from Ormond Beach Middle, directed by Bill Guthrie, and Hinson Middle, 

directed by Carl Shafer, joined talents to perform together with the Seabreeze Marching 100 during 
the city of Ormond Beach's annual "Home for the Holidays" evening parade. The Seabreeze High 
band is under the direction of Dennis Scaccia. Joining the band were the OBMS Emerald dancers, 
sponsored by teacher, Tricia Garver.  With opening remarks by Dr. Monty Musgrave, district 
performing arts specialist, the beginning and advanced orchestras from Ormond Beach and Hinson 
middle schools performed their December concert at Ormond Beach Middle School.  Joining the 
students for "Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer," special musical guests included OBMS principal, 
Matt Krajewski, on drums, OBMS principal intern, Mary Ellen Speidel, on violin, and Hinson 
principal, Lesley Sileo, on bells. For the theme music from "Pirates of the Caribbean," orchestra 
director, Kathy Finn, passed the baton to a surprise guest conductor, none other than Captain Jack 
Sparrow. 

 
• Osteen Elementary students competed in the annual hoop shoot (free throw contest) sponsored 

by the Elks Club.  One girl and one boy participated in each of the three age groups. Jessica 
Donlon, Keith Dean, David Kerr, Cody Shurdom and Taylor Kalins were selected to participate after 
winning a school PE contest.  Taylor Kaylins tied for third place in her age group. 

 
• The Osteen Elementary Robotics Club, "The Lego Masters", participated in Robot Fest at Spruce 

Creek High on December 8.  Members of the team include:  Ashley Butial, David Lower, Dimitrios 
Diaz, Andrew Dillard, Brianna Covert, and Ben White.  The team was thrilled to score third place 
during the Robot portion of the competition.  Other events included core values, programming and 
presenting their invention about how to help senior citizens keep in contact with their families.  

 
• Pathways Elementary held its Five Regions of the United States Celebration today for third 

graders.  The event was a culmination of their studies of the United States.  Students played games 
while they learned about the games’ origin.  For example, volleyball originated in Massachusetts in 
1895 by William G. Morgan.  After rotating through a series of 10 stations, students dined on food 
that became popular from different parts of the United States. 

 
• The Physical Education Department at Pathways Elementary held a fundraiser for the Juvenile 

Diabetes Research Fund in November. The students walked and jogged during their special area 
time and raised $2,000 to donate to the diabetes research. 

 
• Pine Trail Elementary’s newest performance group, ‘SHOWSTOPPERS,’ held a holiday concert 

last week, directed by music teacher Melody Potash.  The 4th and 5th grade show choir sang and 
danced to classic holiday favorites, as well as two original pieces written and produced by Michael 
Potash especially for this performance.  Watch for SHOWSTOPPERS this spring as they sing and 
dance their way into the Jazz era with ‘Gotta Be Jazz’! 

 
• Graveyards, Roman ruins, and mansions, oh my!  These were just a few of the things that Mrs. 

Smith’s 5th grade class at Pine Trail Elementary enjoyed visiting on a recent field trip with Marin 
Tomblin, local historian and author.  The walking field trip around Ormond Beach was the 
cumulating activity for the class after reading and researching facts from Mrs. Tomblin’s novel, The 
Mystery at Hotel Ormond.  The children thoroughly enjoyed solving the mystery and learning about 
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the town and the influential people who helped make Ormond Beach what it is today.  The highlight 
of the trip was spending the day with Marian Tomblin who helped make history come alive. 

 
• Port Orange Elementary, along with its PTA, sponsored a Parent’s Night Out for their students to 

raise funds for technology devices for the school.  Students enjoyed an evening of fun activities, 
pizza and a movie enabling parents the freedom to shop and dine out for a few hours.  The school 
plans on this activity to be a monthly event. 

 
• Elizabeth McDuffie, a fourth grade gifted teacher at Port Orange Elementary, was selected for the 

"Chamber Excellence In Education Award" by the Port Orange Chamber of Commerce for her 
tremendous commitment to the profession of education and making a difference in the lives of 
students.  The award was presented by Angie Warga. 

 
• Mrs. Allanson's 2nd period math class at River Springs Middle sent holiday stockings to two 

troops overseas.  Mrs. Allanson's son, Joshua, is serving in Afghanistan and one of her students 
has a brother serving in Germany.  Included items in the stockings were hard candies, playing 
cards, packaged cookies and cakes, books, small toys, as well as cards and letters. 

 
• Southwestern Middle is encouraging everyone to “Get Up and Move” as we strengthen mind, 

body and spirit with Zumba Fitness made possible through a FUTURES Mini Grant.  The workouts 
are 4:00 – 4:45 p.m. every Thursday in the school’s gym and are open to parents and the 
community.  Zumba is a Latin inspired workout program that blends great music with fun dance 
steps and exercise moves.  It is for people of all shapes, sizes and ages.   

 
• Ms. Alemar, guidance counselor at Spirit Elementary, has been running the “Kids with Character” 

program for several years with help from the local McDonalds.  A theme is set for each month and 
students are chosen by their teacher as a good representative of that theme.  This month kids were 
chosen based on any of the last three month’s character traits which were: perseverance, 
responsibility, tolerance, helpfulness, kindness, loyalty, courage, diligence, and caring. Each month 
McDonald's donates 50 sausage biscuits, 50 hash browns and 50 apple juices for the kids to enjoy.  
The honored students are treated to a free breakfast, a certificate, a picture and their parents are 
welcome to attend. Hats off to Ms. Alemar, McDonald's and Spirit’s Kids with Character program. 

 
• In November, Spruce Creek Elementary held its annual Grandparents' Day program. 

Grandparents gathered in the cafeteria for refreshments while watching a musical concert 
performed by their grandchildren and led by Mr. Clowers and Ms. Dennis.  After the concert, the 
grandparents visited their grandchildren's classrooms.   

 
• Spruce Creek Elementary’s float won 2nd place in the Port Orange Holiday Parade. The theme of 

the float was "Under the Sea,” which was decorated with the help of more than 300 students during 
their art class.  Teachers, staff and administration also participated in preparing the float. 

   
• Outstanding Bobcats is a new monthly recognition incentive program implemented by Spruce 

Creek Elementary’s principal, Ms. Kaye.  Each teacher submits a student's name and that student 
is presented with an “Outstanding Bobcat” yard sign for the month.  The students place the signs in 
their yard for the community to see their achievements.  

 
• In honor of Veteran’s Day, Spruce Creek High’s Army JROTC and the performing and fine arts 

departments presented a special assembly in the school’s auditorium on November 8. Special 
tributes were made to Spruce Creek graduates, current employees, and children and other family 
members of the school’s current faculty and staff who proudly serve our nation.  

 
• Students involved in Taylor Middle-High's H.O.S.A. Club (Health Occupations Students of 

America) have been busy preparing for their competition on February 2 at New Smyrna Beach 
High.  They are also committed to helping out with the Cystic Fibrosis Walk being held in April.  
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Several students have become CPR certified with the assistance of CPR trainers. Finally, students 
have been in charge of blood drives held at in which 38 pints of blood have been donated. Taylor 
Middle-High School is very proud of these students who are promoting healthcare in their 
community and beyond.  

 
• Students involved in Taylor Middle-High School's drama club, will performed "Scrooge" in 

December. The cast and crew involved 60 students. The production crew incorporated some very 
advanced technology for this production - 7 microphones, 10 musical cues, 25 light cues and 16 
video projections throughout the show.  

 
• Mrs. Belsky’s third grade class at Tomoka Elementary was excited to be recognized by the 

National Wildlife Federation for the hard work they invested in expanding and improving their 
Butterfly Garden.  The organization rewarded the students continued and enthusiastic efforts by 
officially certifying the garden as a Wildlife Habitat.  The garden had to meet a rigorous set of 
requirements to become certified for protecting and nurturing wildlife in a school setting.  The 
students have enjoyed becoming proficient in identifying the wide variety of butterflies visiting their 
garden, as well as being able to determine which plants each species prefers.   

 
• Westside Elementary’s second graders are participating in a guest speaker series titled, “Little 

Kids…Big Dreamers.”  This program is the brainchild of one of Westside’s teachers, Tionis 
Fordham, and functions as a cooperative effort between the school and members of the 
community.  The goal of the program is multifaceted and is primarily intended to show children that 
what they are learning in school today remains relevant long after they have left the classroom.  
One way to accomplish this goal is by exposing children to successful professionals in the 
community who are still using the skills they learned in second grade.  Some of the distinguished 
speakers include:  Judge Hubert Grimes, Volusia County Councilwoman Joyce Cusack and 
Daytona Beach Police Chief Mike Chitwood.  This program serves as a valuable component in 
preparing our children to be successful citizens by exposing them to a variety of careers, as well as 
educating them on the vital role that these professions play in the functioning of our society. 

 
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
 

Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad http://vcsb.us/23. See videos that 
provide a glimpse into school happenings!  
 

  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail 
VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view 
prior editions of e-News. 

 
 

 
Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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