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Be There 

  
The longest-lasting gift you can give to your child is to Be There. 

  

Volusia School Board Seeks Input for Budget Deficit 
  
The School District of Volusia County is in the process of gathering input from all stakeholders 
for budget saving ideas and suggestions.  During the last five fiscal years, Volusia County 
Schools lost more than $80 million in state funding and made extensive budget reductions.  The 
school district is now facing a minimum $25 million deficit for 2013-14.   

  
As part of the budget process, the school district is inviting parents, students, employees and 
community members to send us their best ideas to save money.  All responses will be provided 
to school board members and the superintendent for review in preparation for budget 
workshops, which will be scheduled in February after the election of the District 2 school board 
member. To participate in the survey, visit the district’s website at http://myvolusiaschools.org.   
  
ENVIROTHON Regional Competition Winners 
  
Recently, Volusia County high schools were invited to compete in the 2012 Envirothon 
Competition held at Spruce Creek Park and led by Louise Chapman, Environmental TOA. The 
Florida Envirothon is a problem-solving, natural resource education program for high school 
students. It is a field-oriented program in which students, working in teams of five, learn to use 
critical thinking skills, work as a team, and develop problem-solving and communications skills 
to answer written questions or conduct hands-on investigations about environmental issues. 
The program focuses on the following five areas of study: Aquatic Ecology, Forestry, Soils/Land 
Use, Wildlife, and Current Environmental Issue. The current environmental issue is different 
each year. These interrelated and broad study areas teach a holistic approach to natural 
resource conservation and can easily be incorporated into a teaching curriculum. This year’s 
winners include: 3rd place: Mainland High, lead by science teacher, Elizabeth Ishee, 2nd place: 
Pine Ridge High, lead by science teacher, Joy Stoops. This year’s first place team, moving on to 
state competition, is Spruce Creek High coached by science teacher, Josh Platt.  
  

http://myvolusiaschools.org/1mill/Pages/default.aspx�


New Smyrna High’s Partnership with Atlantic Center for the Arts Blossoms 
  
As part of a continuing partnership with Atlantic Center for the Arts, sculpture teacher Christine 
Colby collaborated with their newest program, the Community Artist-in-Residence. ACA’s 
website states, “ACA launched an innovative Community Artist-in-Residence Program for 2012 
that focuses on bringing artist with a community based practice to New Smyrna Beach. Two 
four-month residencies will occur every year, and will operate out of our Harris House location. 
During this residency, the artist will create projects and organize programs in our community.” 
New Smyrna Beach High School has been chosen to work with their artist, Tory Tepp.   
  
Tory’s sculptural installations, also referred to as “earthworks,” often take unused space or 
materials and are transformed into an area of creativity that encourage community interaction.  
After Tory presented his work and concepts to advanced ceramics and photography students, 
he gathered student feedback.  He responded with a design to convert a courtyard planter into 
an area of organic crops, beautiful flowers and a custom-built seating area based upon student 
requests. After rigorous brainstorming, sketching, and soil transporting, the students’ hard work 
is becoming evident in the courtyard and planter.  The organic seeds have sprouted into rows of 
various cool-weather vegetables, such as kale, collards, totsoi, and mustard.  Recently, Beth 
Harper and her horticulture class contributed their time and organic tomato plants, and Graham 
Taylor’s geography class planted beautiful flowers to provide a pop of bright color. 
  
It is Tory’s goal that his idea will materialize the planter into a tranquil oasis that students can 
use as a peaceful place.  In addition, the crops will provide healthy vegetables that will be 
transformed into nutrient-rich meals, and the students will benefit from a higher understanding of 
contemporary art, communicating through art, working cooperatively, and respect for public 
space.  For more information on Tory Tepp’s main site project, Stargazer Fair, and the 
Community Artist-in-Residence Program visit: http://aca35.org/community-artist-residence-
program and http://acacommunityartist.posterous.com/.  If you would like to get involved with the 
school’s courtyard sculpture garden, please e-mail Sculpture Faculty Christine Colby: 
 clcolby1@volusia.k12.fl.us. 
  
  
College Tutors Needed for the AVID Program 
  
College students are needed to tutor in the Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) 
Program at selected area Volusia County middle and high schools.  AVID is funded through 
Title I grants and is an internationally-recognized program designed to help students enroll in a 
4-year college. 
  
Tutors earn starting rate of $9.29 per hour for tutoring college-bound students under the direct 
supervision of an AVID elective teacher during the school day at times scheduled by each 
school.  Rates may be higher depending on qualifications.  Applicants must have completed a 
minimum of 48 college semester hours to be eligible to apply.  Recent college grads and 
qualified Volusia County substitute teachers are also encouraged to apply. 
  
The AVID elective class is offered in 15 Title I schools serving more than 1,000 students within 
Volusia County.  The following sites are in immediate need of tutors:  DeLand Middle (DeLand), 
Deltona Middle (Deltona), Galaxy Middle (Deltona), Heritage Middle (Deltona), Holly Hill School 
(Holly Hill), New Smyrna Beach Middle (New Smyrna Beach), Pine Ridge High (Deltona), River 
Springs Middle (Orange City), Southwestern Middle (DeLand),  Taylor Middle-High (Pierson) 
and  University High (Orange City).   

http://aca35.org/community-artist-residence-program�
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mailto:clcolby1@volusia.k12.fl.us�


  
For further information, contact Glenda Butler, AVID Program, at 386-255-6475, 734-7190 or 
427-5223, ext. 33228 or email gcbutler@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Application information can be found 
on the district’s website at http://myvolusiaschools.org or by following this link: AVID Tutor 
Application. 
  
News of Note 
  
•         The media center at Campbell Middle was bubbling with role play activities between 

parents and students during a recent luncheon in recognition of National Education Week.  
The guidance counselors Gwendolyn Monroe, Yvonne Cook-Scott and Dan Kalis joined 
Linda Huger, parent involvement contact, to facilitate the activity, which included food, fun 
and music.  Many staff members assisted with serving the meal that Helen Tucker, a 
Campbell math teacher, prepared for the group.   

  
•         Campbell Middle promoted anti-bullying during the entire month of November.  The 

students constructed anti-bullying posters in art class, researched anti-bullying in Computer 
Applications in Business class, conducted surveys, and heard guidance presentations 
through social studies classes.  As a culminating activity the staff and students wore their 
Take a Stand T-Shirts.  Those who did not have a T-shirt wore purple to support the anti-
bullying effort at Campbell Middle. Take a Stand…Lend a Hand …Stop Bullying! 

  
•         This Thanksgiving, Champion Elementary is thankful for reading.  Students at Champion 

celebrated the last day before Thanksgiving break with a storybook day centered around 
books and music.  They called it their “Reading Rocks” Day.  Media specialist Jacqueline 
Ouellette selected books centered around music and had students circulate among six 
different activities.  Students met author and musician Chris Rumble, heard the story This 
Jazz Man and listened to music from the New Smyrna Cuda band, under the direction of 
Tyler Losco, playing a variety of pieces that used the same instruments in the story.  
Students were also treated to the Champion Orff ensemble lead by music teacher, Kris Light 
as they performed musical books for the students’ entertainment.  Retired teachers returned 
to Champion to share other wonderful stories: Zin Zin Zin a Violin, Pete the Cat Rocking My 
School Shoes, and The Extraordinary Music of Mr. Ives which were followed by hands-on 
activities to enhance the story.  The day ended with a surprise announcement that 
Champion’s music department has been selected as a 2012-2015 State of Florida 
Department of Education Music Demonstration School; one of only two elementary schools 
in the county to have that honor. Congratulations to Kris Light. 

  
•         Cypress Creek Elementary teachers and administration held two Math-O-FUN Nights.  

The events were designed to help families understand new standards.  Parents and 
students received a brief overview of general facts about the newly adopted Common Core 
State Standards for Mathematics.  More than 160 families then rotated through eight 
classrooms where teams of teachers demonstrated one of the eight Standards for 
Mathematical Practices incorporated into a math game or activity.   Teachers also 
demonstrated the strategies and techniques recently acquired through the professional 
development course Thinking Mathematics, developed and sponsored by the American 
Federation of Teachers and Volusia Teachers Organization.  Thanks to a FUTURES grant, 
business partners, and community sponsors, all families also received a tote bag filled with 
information, math activities to complete at home and numerous math manipulatives. 
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•         DeLand Middle has started a "Pastries for Parents" speaker series this year to increase 
parental involvement and awareness at the school.  On the morning of October 26th, 
DeLand Middle hosted School Board member Candace Lankford who spoke to parents 
about the School District's one mill referendum and Amendment 8.  She also answered 
questions and concerns that parents had about the proposed referendum.  On the morning 
of November 29th, Volusia County Sheriff Ben Johnson spoke to parents about bullying.  
This speaker series fit in perfectly in November for "Florida Parental Involvement in 
Education Month."  The school’s hope is to provide parents with useful information and 
contacts in our school system.   We want to encourage our parents to work together with our 
school as a team as we move forward with the common goal of educating our students. 

  
•         At the end of November, the NOPE (Narcotics Overdose Prevention & Education) task 

force made a powerful presentation to DeLand Middle 7th and 8th grade students.  The 
underlying theme was, "Only one time can kill."  With that, they presented real stories about 
teenagers and young adults whose lives were taken way too early because of an overdose 
related to the improper use of drugs.  The presentation highlighted key topics such as: 
addiction, overdose, common signs of an overdose and missed opportunities.  There were 
several presenters throughout the hour and a half that captivated the middle school 
audience.  The presenters included a Volusia County sergeant and two parents, who 
candidly told the story of their sons.  The message was loud and clear as emotions were 
visible in the audience.  Thank you NOPE task force! 

  
•         Deltona Lakes Elementary hosted a Winter Wonderland Dance last Friday.  Admission 

was one new, unwrapped toy which will be donated to the Baby DJ Program hosted by local 
radio station XL106.7 for families in need.  If anyone would like to donate to this worthwhile 
cause, Deltona Lakes Elementary is a designated Baby DJ drop-off location and will accept 
donations during normal school hours now through December 20.    The school participated 
last year in this program.  Students are eager to pick out gifts for other children their age, 
especially those that may not receive many gifts due to circumstances beyond their control.  
Deltona Lakes students and their families are very giving and grateful for what they have 
and can give to others. 

  
•         Freedom Elementary students are at it again.  Third through fifth graders will be 

performing "Yes, Virginia the Musical" at the school on December 20 and 21.  “Yes, Virginia 
the Musical” is aimed at students in grades three through six, reflecting the ages of the child 
characters in both the stage and television versions.  Macy’s is not charging accredited 
schools royalties to perform the musical.  Macy’s selected 100 schools around the nation to 
give grants of $1,000 to help defray the costs of putting on the musical....and Freedom 
Elementary was selected as one of 100 schools across the nation to present the show.  
Music teacher, Craig Uppercue, will be directing the performance.  Yes! 

  
•         Craig Uppercue, music teacher at Freedom Elementary, coordinated the school’s annual 

Veteran’s Day tribute.  The festivities included patriotic songs performed by the school 
chorus, concert music by Stetson students and recognition of local veterans.  The entire 
school came out to the Freedom outdoor stage to celebrate the United States and our 
troops. 

  
•         The New Smyrna Beach Middle Stingray Stinger Dance Team will be performing in New 

Smyrna High School's Showdoll Christmas show on December 12 and 13.  They will also 



perform in the school’s "The Stinger Christmas Spectacular" on Wednesday, December 19, 
at 6 p.m. in the New Smyrna Beach Middle auditorium.  Tickets will be $7 at the door.  

  
•         New Smyrna Beach Middle held its 30th annual “I Run Write Race” in November.  The 

event was started through the Language Arts department in 1983.  To qualify, students must 
write an essay on a given topic.  They can then run the one mile race around the athletic 
field.  Plaques were awarded to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place finishers in each grade level for 
both male and female.  An overall male and female winner was also named. 

  
•         Mrs. Crawford’s first grade class recently gathered for their Roots Project Pitch-in Dinner in 

the media center at Orange City Elementary.  Close to 60 people attended to taste the 
traditional dishes of other families and to hear what the students learned from their project 
interviews.  Each child had the opportunity to interview a relative to find out about their 
family heritage or their “roots.”  And boy did they!  These students dressed for the red carpet 
and stood proud to share their family history with the attentive crowd that listened on.   With 
great food, activities, prizes and the company of family and friends, it was a night to 
remember. 

  
•         On November 16, in celebration of National Parent Involvement Day, administrators and 

staff at Orange City Elementary handed out over 200 appreciation cards to parents as they 
drove through parent drop-off or walked their children to school.  Each card was signed by 
several teachers, staff members and administration.  Cards stated thanks from the Orange 
City family to your family because in the words of Jane Hull, “At the end of the day, the most 
overwhelming key to a child’s success is the positive involvement of parents.” 

  
•         Pine Ridge High Marching Band held its 6th Annual Breakfast with Santa on Saturday.  

The menu included Prancer's pancakes, Vixen's sausage patties, Blitzen's bananas and 
bagels, Dasher's orange juice, Rudolph's rich milk and Comet's coffee.  Donations of 
canned food items were accepted and will be donated to the Pine Ridge Fellowship 
Methodist Church.   

  
•         Mrs. Miller's 4th grade class from Pride Elementary will be spreading their Christmas cheer 

at Deltona Healthcare on Tuesday, December 11.  They will be singing Christmas carols 
and bringing joy to everyone. 

  
•         River Springs Middle Student Government Association is conducting a toy drive from now 

until December 14.  The toys collected will be donated to Arnold Palmer Children's Hospital.  
Unwrapped toys can be dropped off in the drop box in the school front office.  In other news, 
River Springs Middle teacher, Mrs. Allanson, and her 2nd period students are sending 
stockings to 10 soldiers in Afghanistan and one in Germany.  The students came up with a 
list of items including hard candies, playing cards, pre-packaged cookies/cakes, books, 
stockings, small footballs, Mio drink mix, licorice, lollipops, candy canes, letters and cards.  
The packages will be shipped on December 7. 

  
•         The RoboWarriors robotics team from Silver Sands Middle took home the Core Values 

trophy from the Legolympics tournament held on December 1.  The Core Values Trophy is 
awarded for teamwork and represents the team that best exemplifies the core values.    The 
team, consisting of ten young ladies, was competing in their very first tournament against 
stiff opposition.  They were asked many questions relating to how they work together and 



then they were given a task (game) with only four minutes to go over the rules that were 
handed to them and set up how they were going to execute the task.  They then had to 
complete the task as best they could.  They quickly figured out how to work out the game 
and did a great job in the implementation of it.  The core value that is key to the Lego league 
is gracious professionalism, which this team exhibited by being positive with each other 
even if they had to start the game over.  The team, which was sponsored by Girl Scouts, will 
compete in their next tournament on January 12.  RoboWarriors team members are: Britney 
Ehrenkaufur, Nyamsuren Erdenebayar, Raigen Hetz, Kayla Kidd, Shannon Monahan, 
Symara Moore, Laylay Rivers, Halley Rowdon, Jordyn Taylor and Jaden Weimer. 

  
•         Mrs. Fries, a 4/5th grade teacher, and Ms. Sipe, a 4th grade teacher, of South Daytona 

Elementary work with the Robotics Team twice a week.  It is now competition time as the 
two teams of 4th and 5th graders prepare for upcoming events.  Zapparinas is the all-girl 
team of nine that is funded primarily by the Girl Scouts Citrus Council and Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University and Circuit Breakers is the all-boy team of nine that is funded by 
Title I of Volusia County Schools.  The first Florida LEGO League competition will be on 
Saturday, December 8, at Spruce Creek High School's Robotfest.  During the competition 
each team competes in Robot Game, Core Values, Project Presentation and Technical 
Knowledge divisions.  For the Robot Game, students had to build a robot to perform tasks 
on a “Senior Solution” obstacle course (which the students also built).  Secondly, both teams 
selected a project to research that would generate an invention for seniors to help them lead 
healthier, safer or more active lives.  Zapparinas designed a cabinet insert so senior citizens 
could easily access plates, bowls, cups etc.  without having to reach up so high or try to hold 
too much weight at one time.  The Circuit Breakers found out that senior citizens have a 
hard time regulating their body temperature so they invented the Body Temperature Alarm.  
When the alarm alerts the senior citizen, it will inform them of their body temperature and 
give them options to correct their body temperature.  The student will compete a second 
time on Saturday, January 12. 

  
•         Every year South Daytona Elementary music teachers put on a winter musical.  The title 

of this year's musical is "Yes, Virginia the Musical."  Fourth and fifth grade students who are 
in the Musical Theater Club will be practicing 4 days a week to get ready for this exciting 
event.  All together, the cast is about 60 students.  Our dedicated teachers who volunteer 
their time to make this musical occasion happen include Mrs. Hutchinson, Mrs. Pierce, Mr. 
Kopshina, Mrs. Nave and Mrs. Stephens.  The show will take place at various times 
throughout the day and at 7 p.m. on December 17 and 18 in the School Way Café. We invite 
everyone to come see our dragons perform! 

  
•         Each year, the Jewish Federation of Volusia & Flagler Counties donates backpacks with 

supplies for students at Southwestern Middle.  This year, the Jewish Federation made a 
plea to all the schools they support.  The organization services over 40 families a day with 
food and hygiene products.  This year, however, the organization has been inundated with 
families in need—especially toilet paper.  Yes, toilet paper! The food stamps program only 
covers food and not paper products.  So, the Federation asked schools that received 
backpacks to please consider having a toilet paper drive.  Southwestern’s school counseling 
department and the student organization Tigers Against Bullies (TAB) held a contest called 
“Wipe Out Bullies and Drugs” during Red Ribbon week.  Clubs competed against each other 
to see which club could collect the most toilet paper during the week.  At the end of the 
week, VOGUE (Very Outstanding Girls Urging Excellence) won the pizza party.  Any 
individual that would like to donate any additional wrapped rolls of toilet paper to the Jewish 



Federation is encouraged to stop by Southwestern Middle before December 14 and drop it 
off at the main office.   

  
•         The Southwestern Middle School Airlines Model Airplane Club participated in DeLand’s 

Chapter 635 of the Experimental Aircraft Association’s Young Eagle Day on November 17 at 
the DeLand Airport.  After breakfast with the chapter members, student club members flew 
with a pilot for 30 minutes and were able to log their flying time with books they received.  
Some of the students were allowed to take over the controls and assist in flying the plane.  
Student members enjoyed the aerial view of DeLand as well as watching skydivers during 
their jump out of planes.  

  
•         Fourth graders at Spirit Elementary will be performing "Frosty's First Adventure" Tuesday, 

December 18, 8:35 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. in the cafeteria.  Audiences are welcome to attend 
either performance.  The PTA is very busy at Spirit Elementary all year but especially this 
December.  PTA will be holding its annual Holiday Shop December 10 -18 during school 
hours.  And on Friday, December 14, the PTA is holding its first ever Drive-In Holiday Movie 
Night at 6 p.m. on the outdoor stage.  Santa will be there and the Holiday Shop will be open 
during the movie.   Then on Saturday, December 15, the PTA, Jr. PTA and Walking School 
Bus parents and children will be participating in the City of Deltona Holiday Parade.   

  
•         A grant was awarded to Sunrise Elementary PE teacher, Mike Nycz. The grant will be 

used to purchase a group set of geomats, which are part of a package that utilizes multi-
sensory strategies that has children jumping, shaking and singing while participating in 
colors, food and food group awareness; healthy snacks; physical activities; food pyramid 
activities; games and choreographed routines.  The mats will be available for use by 
classroom teachers and to incorporate nutrition education into PE. Teachers will also be 
encouraged to check them out on rainy days as a way to get their kids moving and learning 
about nutrition.  In addition, a program will be launched that allows students to participate in 
cafeteria tours to better understand what is involved in their food preparation.  The cafeteria 
tour will enable students to understand the healthy options available to them through school 
breakfast and lunch, see the food being prepared, and appreciate where their food comes 
from.  After cafeteria tours, students will have the option of participating in a small food 
preparation activity or teachers may choose to prepare a food item in their classroom. Taste 
testing will give students the opportunity to taste foods that they might not have access to at 
home. By providing small tastes, the food is not intimidating and the students are likely to try 
it.   

  
•         In November, 108 sixth grade students, their families and staff members at Taylor Middle-

High joined together in the media center to work on science fair projects.  Students were 
provided with tri-boards, computers, markers and paper, in addition to having teachers from 
both the middle and high school available for assistance.  Parents were also involved, 
working with their children and conversing with support personnel, faculty and 
administration.  Additionally, stations were made available for parents to obtain their child's 
interim report if they did not receive one, in addition to seeking any assistance needed with 
the Pinnacle grade book system.  Approximately 200 individuals attended this event and 
benefitted from both the resources provided and community involvement. 

  
•         Mrs. Chase, Coach Smith, and Ms. Lanicci have been working with Timbercrest 

Elementary third through fifth grade girls with the Girls on the Run program. This program is 
not just about running. The mission of the program is to inspire girls to be joyful, healthy and 



confident using a fun, experience-based curriculum which creatively integrates running. 
These girls have nearly completed the 12 week program and competed in the 5K race on 
December 8 at Father Lopez.  The girls just recently completed a community service project 
to show their appreciation to the Timbercrest staff by making each staff member an 
ornament. The girls made their own salt dough, rolled it out, cut out shapes, and after baking 
them, painted each ornament.  The group made over 100 ornaments! 

  
•         All 18 of Ms. Hess’ 2nd grade students completed the Thumbs Up program before 

Thanksgiving break.  This program was offered to any teacher at Timbercrest Elementary 
through an internet link sent by our guidance counselor Ms. Rhodes. There are 10 short 
video clips based on the goals of this program that teach students how to do their best at 
school. These life skills are: be positive, greet with enthusiasm, be on time, behave, be 
honest, be helpful, show gratitude, take pride in your school, live healthy and achieve your 
school goals. When anyone in Ms. Hess’ class saw someone meeting one of these goals, 
they were rewarded with a “Thumbs Up.”  Thumbs up happen frequently in Ms. Hess' 
classroom.  This is one way we can silently encourage the positive choices we make.  Upon 
completion of the program, the students wanted to tell “Buddy” (the dog mascot for the 
program) how much they liked starting their day off with a new goal. The class sent a 
message to the folks at Thumbs Up and were just informed that their comments were posted 
on the website.  The class was excited when they saw their personal comments on the 
world wide web!  The class is now waiting for an autographed picture of Buddy, individual 
certificates of completion, and a small treat from the Thumbs Up program.  

  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad http://vcsb.us/21. See videos that 
provide a glimpse into school happenings!  
  
  

For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  
Click here to view prior editions of e-News. 

  
  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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