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Be There 

  
Help your child succeed in school by following his/her progress and communicating with the 

teachers. 
  
Volusia Presents the 40th All-County Orchestra and Jazz Band Festival 
  
Volusia County Schools will present its 40th Annual All-County Orchestra and Jazz Band 
Festival in the auditorium at DeLand High School, 800 N. Hill Ave., DeLand, featuring middle 
and high school orchestra and jazz band students.  This performance will be held on Saturday, 
April 27, at 2 p.m. and is open to the public.  There is no admission charge. 
  
Ms. Jessica Talbott, Orchestra Director at Freedom High School (Orlando), will conduct the 
middle school orchestra.  Mr. Brian Hellhake, music resource teacher for Orange County Public 
Schools (Orlando), will conduct the high school orchestra.  Mr. Scott Wilson, Director of Jazz 
Studies at the University of Florida, will conduct the jazz band. 
  
This year’s festival will feature more than 120 of the finest instrumental musicians selected from 
the public schools throughout the county.  The ensembles will perform a broad spectrum of 
musical selections from a variety of styles.  
  
3rd Annual ASAP Science Expo Scheduled 
  
The  3rd Annual ASAP (Accessing Science thru the Access Points) Science Expo will be held 
Thursday, May 2, at Deltona High School, 100 Wolf Pack Run, Deltona.  The event showcases 
projects of secondary students with special needs who have been studying science as part of 
their curriculum in Volusia County schools.  The projects will be displayed in the school’s 
gymnasium from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. and awards will be presented in the auditorium at noon.  
  
This exposition allows students to display and share their group science projects.  Students 
work diligently to plan and implement their projects which include learning to predict, collecting 
data and learning how to explain the scientific process to strangers. Students from HOSA - 
Future Health Professionals at Deltona High will be volunteer judges during the event.  
  
The public is invited to view the projects created by these students and are asked to sign-in at 
the main office at Deltona High School upon arrival.  For additional information contact Shari 
Hill, FDLRS East, at 386-258-4684. 



  
myVolusiaSchools.org 
  
In August 2012, Technology Services introduced the new District website with the goal of 
providing a clean, organized and elegant solution for connecting our stakeholders to the 
information they require. Since its introduction, the site has had over 10,000,000 page views, 
and averages over 9,000 visitors per day! With this high volume of traffic, it is important to 
incorporate tools that help visitors find the information that they need, as quickly as possible. 
myVolusiaSchools.org includes many features that are designed to meet this need.  
  
The most significant tool is the integrated Search box located at the top of every District page. 
Technology Services regularly monitors and adjusts the Search engine to ensure that the most 
relevant results are returned based on the search criteria entered by stakeholders. Additionally, 
Technology Services has recently incorporated a Tile Box that displays on the right side of 
every page. Included in this box are useful tools such as the Translate This Page tile to assist 
our non-English speaking users, and quick links such as the Twitter tile that connects users to 
the District’s social networking site. For more information, please call Support Services at (386) 
734-7190, 255-6475, 427-5223 or 860-3322, extension 2000. 
  
Register Kindergartners in May 
  
Volusia County schools will begin registering students for kindergarten May 6 - 10.  Exact dates 
and times are different for each school. For details, parents should call the elementary school 
closest to them or visit the district’s website at http://myvolusiaschools.org [Click on the Parents 
icon, then in the Toolbox click General Information.  The information is available under the 
heading for Kindergarten Registration.] 
  
To register a child for kindergarten, the child must be five years old on or before September 1, 
2013.  Parents or guardians must provide a birth certificate or other legal evidence of date of 
birth; immunization records signed by a physician; a record of a recent health examination 
conducted by a Florida physician; and two proofs of residence. 
  
Families who have a summer 2013 VPK certificate may also register their incoming 
kindergartner to attend VPK this summer when registering for kindergarten.  To obtain a 
summer 2013 VPK certificate from the Early Learning Coalition of Flagler and Volusia County, 
families may call (386) 323-2400 or (386) 736-5010. 
  
When the school year begins on August 19, kindergarten students will have the opportunity to 
get to know their teacher and new routine in a small group setting on their first day.  Each of 
Volusia’s 46 elementary schools will implement a “staggered start” for kindergartners on the first 
three days of school.  With the staggered start, students will receive individualized attention, 
enabling them to become familiar with their surroundings and school procedures.  
  
Approximately one-third of the class will attend on Monday, August 19, one-third on Tuesday, 
August 20, and one-third on Wednesday, August 21.  All kindergarten students will begin 
attending classes together on Thursday, August 22.  Parents will be notified by their school 
regarding which day their student will attend. 
  
For more information, call the support services center of Volusia County Schools at (386) 734-
7190, 255-6475, 427-5223 or 860-3322, extension 20000, or the Elementary Curriculum office 
at extension 20670. 
  
ArtHaus Presents Ceramic Art Exhibition 
  
An exhibit featuring selected ceramic artworks by students of Art Teacher Heather Alexander, 
Spruce Creek High School, is now open at the ArtHaus, 3840 Ridgewood Avenue, Port 
Orange.  The exhibit will continue through Friday, May 10. 

http://myvolusiaschools.org/elementary-curriculum/Pages/Kindergarten-Information.aspx�


  
News of Note 
  
Fin’esse Inductions took place April 15th.  Twenty three students were inducted into this 
honorary society of excellence, formed 12 years ago after the 9/11 tragedy.   Senior Fin'esse 
members read their Hero Letters, recognizing Atlantic staff members that have most influenced 
each senior while at Atlantic High.  Congratulations to all of the teachers who were recognized 
and the new inductees.  Special congratulations to the senior Fin'esse members graduating in 
May.   
  
Zach Koscoe, Atlantic High, and  Melissa Diaz, Joey Dies, and Shea Schroeter, Deltona High, 
were selected for the Nine Star Honor band.  This band is a new ensemble made up exclusively 
of current 9th graders from around the state of Florida.  The band will perform at the annual 
Florida Bandmasters Association Summer Convention in July.  Of the 100+ students selected 
for the band from across the entire state of Florida, only eight were selected from Volusia 
County.   
  
Senior Shark bowler, Samantha Roberts, helped to lead the Atlantic High Sharks to three 
FHSAA State Bowling Tournaments (2009- 2nd Place Team, 2010-Championship Team, 2011- 
3rd Place Team, and 3rd place Individual Finalist).  Samantha signed a Letter of Intent to bowl 
next year for Central Missouri University.  Additionally, Samantha was recently named one of 
five students in the United States to be awarded the United States Bowling Congress (USBC) 
Earl Anthony Memorial Scholarship worth $5000.  This scholarship is awarded annually to 
students based on volunteer and community service.  Congratulations Samantha. 
  
Students at Forest Lake Elementary were treated to a hands-on experience recently.  
Organized by parent and volunteer-extraordinaire Denise Hulette, “Science Night” offered 
Panthers the opportunity to work at nearly 30 stations to learn about the properties of dry ice, 
dissect gummy worms, make a Cartesian diver and learn about the organs in the human body; 
among others.  This annual event was once again very well attended and specifically 
coordinated with state standards in science. 
  
Earlier this month, Friendship Elementary’s reading coach, Lenora Forsythe, was invited to 
attend and present at the University of Central Florida College of Education’s 15th Annual 
Literacy Symposium.  The symposium’s focus was “Common Core State Standards and 
Instruction in grades K-12.”  Mrs. Forsythe’s presentation highlighted the natural correlation 
between student engagement and the listening and speaking standards.  The symposium was 
well-attended, attracting over 700 participants from throughout the state of Florida.   
  
Prior to FCAT testing the kindergarteners, first graders, and second graders held a pep rally for 
the 3rd, 4th and 5th graders at Indian River Elementary to wish them well. The pep rally was 
organized by third grade teachers, Christina Boivin and Alexis Mancusi.  The students chanted 
cheers and songs and then each grade level presented a banner, along with a special song.  
The pep rally ended with words of encouragement from Principal Dee Stevenson. 
  
The Indian River Elementary Manatee Chorus sponsored by Mrs. Cynthia Turner recently 
performed their spring concert, Children’s Songs to Make You Laugh & Dream, at the 
Edgewater Landing Women’s Club.  This same concert will be performed for area pediatric units 
at Halifax, Nemours Children’s and Arnold Palmer Children’s hospitals.  Ginger Clark and 
members of The Women’s Club collaborated with Ms. Turner to sponsor a community toy drive. 
 A generous donation of toys, books and games was made by the Women’s Club for the chorus 
to bring to the children’s hospital tours that will take place on May 6. 
  
As part of the Jump Rope for Heart fundraiser to benefit the American Heart Association, the 
entire student body at Indian River Elementary watched as students “pie-faced” Coach Bob 
Schultz and Coach Brett Robitzsch.  The children worked on the jumping during PE class and 



then collected the money for the American Heart Association.  Coach Schultz and Coach 
Robitzsch agreed to allow students who raised $50 or more to smear a whip cream pie in their 
faces.  Some students had even collected enough for two pies, 
  
Recently, the local Phi Delta Kappa (PDK) chapter sponsored an evening event showcasing 
culinary education in Volusia County Schools.  Students of Chef Jason Kester, culinary teacher 
at Mainland High, prepared gourmet starters, a salmon entrée and chocolate mousse for their 
guests. Connecting high school career education with the college experience, the guest speaker 
was Chef Costa Magoulas, Dean of the School of Hospitality, at Daytona State College.  With 
the audience, Chef Costa shared the high level of sophistication of the students' cooking, 
presentation and service.  After presenting information about the DSC program, Chef Costa 
explained the history of chocolate and prepared chocolate beverages and confections 
demonstrating chocolate's uses through the ages.  PDK is a professional organization of K-12 
and higher education teachers and administrators who support public education through 
research, leadership, and service.  
  
Manatee Cove Elementary’s PTA sponsored a FCAT Kickoff for the school’s families. This 
event included Minute to Win It games for everyone to play. All 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students 
received a certificate for a free slice of pizza and a drink from the concession stand. 
Refreshments and snacks were available for purchase.  
  
On April 13, DeLeon Springs Community Association, Inc. (DSCA) sponsored the “Art Among 
the Trees” festival on the grounds of the Porter House, just down the highway from McInnis 
Elementary.  The day included great food, free fun activities for the kids, student art from 
McInnis Elementary students, beautiful art and craft items to enjoy and purchase, seven 
Bluegrass and Old Tyme Bands performing live, and a Picker’s Circle Tent for everyone to join 
in.  McInnis art teacher, Debbie Martines, obtained permission for McInnis students to display 
some of their own beautiful art work. This is the first year Ms. Martines has worked at McInnis 
and she not only teaches students the skills the students require, but she then encourages them 
to add their own creativity while utilizing these skills. 
  
Volusia County Schools has its first Microsoft Information Technology (IT) Academy teacher to 
gain certification in all three Microsoft Office products (Word, PowerPoint, and Outlook). 
Congratulations goes to Ms. Valdrena Yisrael, director of the IT Academy at Ormond Beach 
Middle, for earning the official Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) industry certification.  The IT 
Academy program is in its pilot year and is geared to engage 8th grade students in business 
technology.  The program is also being piloted at Creekside Middle and Heritage Middle. 
  
The Pine Ridge High thespian team had an outstanding trip to The Florida International 
Thespian State Festival, which grows each year.  The event had participants from almost every 
high school in Florida and more than 6000 students.  Overall Pine Ridge scores totaled 1 Good, 
3 Excellents and 3 Superiors in seven events.   

  
Opportunity to save lives!  Pine Ridge High is hosting a blood drive at the school on Thursday, 
May 2, 8 a.m. until 2 p.m.  All eligible students will receive a t-shirt and pizza for their donation.  
  
  
Pine Trail Elementary's music and art teacher, Melody Potash, will be directing three classes 
of 3rd grade gifted students in a lavish production of 'Alice in Wonderland, Jr.' at the Ormond 
Beach Performing Arts Center. Based on the book by Lewis Carroll and filled with all of the 
wonderful music from the 1951 Disney film, this is sure to be an experience these students will 
never forget.  Students have been rehearsing for months. Complete with elaborate costumes, 
intricate choreography and so much talent and energy from these amazing 3rd graders, it's a 
performance that the community has been invited to attend.  Additionally, the show will be taken 
on the road, performing for local retirement homes in a whirlwind bus tour.  On May 8, three 



shows will be performed at the Ormond Performing Arts Center. The two daytime shows will be 
filled with students from both Pine Trail as well as invited guests from Tomoka Elementary, 
filling almost all 600 seats in the theater. The 7 p.m. show is open to friends, family and 
community members.  The school is expecting a large and enthusiastic crowd, proving that The 
Arts are alive and well at Pine Trail Elementary School 
  
After reading the story, “The Family Under the Bridge,” by Natalie Savage Carlson, the students 
in Mrs. Smith’s 5th grade class at Pine Trail Elementary took a look in their own neighborhood 
and discovered that Volusia County was “home” to many homeless people.  The Daytona 
Rescue Mission was contacted and Mrs. Smith and Pastor Varga planned a morning for the 
local minister to visit and share stories with the children.  During the initial phone call, it was 
learned that the mission was in need of socks and undergarments for the homeless, a basic 
need that most people take for granted each day.  The class decided to collect donations to 
surprise Pastor Varga.  Soon items starting rolling in.  The students were so excited to be able 
to help other people.  By the day of Pastor Vargas’s visit, the room was loaded with bags and 
boxes of donations.  After the Pastor’s visits with his van all loaded with bags and boxes, the 
class talked about what they had learned that day.  They came to realize that people do not 
want to be homeless but that people might find themselves in this condition due to 
circumstances beyond their control.  They agreed that the most heart breaking stories were the 
ones that involved children.  Each child that day learned that they were very fortunate for 
everything that they had in their lives and they also learned a valuable lesson, it is nice to help 
others, especially those that are less fortunate.  Thank you Mrs. Carlson for writing a book to 
make us more aware of what is going on in our own community. 
  
Habitat for Humanity named Saturday, May 11, as Spirit Elementary's Woman's Build Day.  
Twenty-five female Spirit employees and SAC members will be testing their construction and 
leadership skills while helping their community.  The Spirit team is scheduled to hang drywall - 
yes, drywall!!  The event will take place from 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. in Orange City.  Participants 
will watch a construction/safety training April 26 during a "Bling" party to decorate their hard 
hats.  What a great way to give back to the community.   
  
Spruce Creek Elementary recently held its second annual Family Game Night with more than 
100 participants.  PTA sold pizza and families played various board games, which reinforced 
math and reading skills.  The event also brings families together for family time and promotes 
character traits, such as sharing, patience and courtesy.   
  
Congratulations to Spruce Creek High’s "Mathletes" who placed at the Mu Alpha Theta State 
Competition in Orlando.  Suraj Singireddy and Joshua Pollock both placed 8th in the state for 
their topic tests: Suraj for his circles test and Joshua for circumference, perimeter, area and 
volume.  Also placing were: Matthew D’Antonio and Suraj Singireddy in the geometry individual 
test; Samuel Swanson in analytic geometry; Rumya Raghavan in multivariable calculus; Kevin 
Leong in history of math; and Mr. Phillips in mental math.  
  
Sarah Lurie, David Flasterstein and Gary Broyles, Spruce Creek High students, represented 
Volusia County in the Florida Commissioner’s Academic Challenge at Walt Disney World.  The 
competition is a highly academic statewide high school tournament.  Each of the academic 
Hawks contributed to a score that was 7th highest in the state of Florida’s Division 1 and helped 
earn the team a spot in the semifinals.  Congratulations to these hard working Hawks. 
  
Taylor Middle-High TV and Drama Production classes, taught by Ms. Susan Cardillo, will be 
performing “The Castaways” on Saturday and Sunday, May 4 and 5.  The 52 student cast and 
crew have written and choreographed the show, using advanced computer graphic projection 
designs as the set.  The community and public at large are invited to attend this exciting and 
student produced event. 
  



Timbercrest Elementary donated 347 pounds of soda tabs to the Ronald McDonald House 
charity making it the largest school donation in Volusia County for the 2012-2013 school year.  
Timbercrest will receive a $500 gift card for supplies, as well as a trophy for winning this 
contest.  The purpose of this program is to teach children at a young age about philanthropy 
and how they can make a positive impact on the lives of children and families who are less 
fortunate.  A big thank you to all of the caring Timbercrest families for making such a generous 
contribution to those in need. 
  
The women at University High have teamed up to take part in a women’s build for Halifax for 
Humanity on May 18.  This group has also raised money to help pay for the house. To prepare 
for the construction the ladies “blinged” out pink hard hats. 
  
Westside Elementary recently held its annual DUDES Day (Dads United in Developing 
Excellent Students). Dads, uncles and grandfathers were invited to attend a breakfast and 
observe their child in the classroom. This year we were excited to have 69 attend. Mrs. Sparks 
spoke about volunteering, what the Family Center has to offer, and to join the “Westside Family” 
at special events/programs. Mrs. Winch, principal of Westside welcomed everyone and each 
person having them introduce themselves and give their child(ren) names. There were some 
fathers that attended DUDES Day that were previous students at Westside. A special visitor, Mr. 
Stan Whitted, spoke to everyone about the importance of men being involved, not only in their 
child’s life but in the life of any child. He talked about discipline, family, school work and loving 
your child.  
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad http://vcsb.us/2c.  See videos that 
provide a glimpse into school happenings!  

  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  
Click here to view prior editions of e-News. 

  
  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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