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Be There 

  
Learning begins at home. Be your child’s favorite teacher. 

  
  
Midterm Reports Available Soon 
  
Midterm Progress Reports will be sent home with all students no later than September 25.     
  
Middle and high school students will be provided a letter (attached to the midterm report) that 
contains the user name and password for access to our new Volusia Instructional Management 
System which includes the Pinnacle Internet Viewer or PIV.  The PIV allows parents and 
students access to attendance, grades and assignments 24 hours a day, 7 days a week from 
any computer with an Internet connection.  The PIV is designed for the specific purpose of 
allowing both the student and parent to stay informed of academic performance.   To access the 
Volusia Instructional Management System and login for Pinnacle, follow this link: 
https://volusia.globalscholar.com/secure/HomePage.  Parents of students in elementary school will 
be provided a login and password during the second half of the school year. 
  
Elementary students and parents may notice some changes as we are implementing common 
core standards and standards referenced grading.  Our teachers are also beginning to use an 
electronic grade book system that will allow parents to view their child’s grades on-line during 
the second half of the year.  The move to grading by progress toward the standard and the 
ability to monitor that progress on-line should allow parents to have a much better picture of 
where their child stands in meeting the requirements of his/her grade level.  For more 
information about common core standards and standards referenced grading, follow this link: 
http://blackboard.volusia.k12.fl.us/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp?tab_tab_group_id=_141_1.  
  
For more information about Standards Referenced Grading, following this link: 
http://blackboard.volusia.k12.fl.us/bbcswebdav/xid-545333_1.  Click on Media Kit for Parents.  You 
will then have the option of choosing elementary or secondary (middle and high) information. 
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Let's Work Together to Keep Our Students Safe  
  
Our students are being injured by vehicles at alarming rates.  During last school year, 27 
students were struck and/or injured by vehicles throughout the county.  Already this year, eight 
students have been struck and/or injured by vehicles; two were injured this week.  Please do 
your part to keep our students safe. 

• Watch out for pedestrians and bicycles.   
• Expect children to be walking or riding bikes to and from school or their assigned bus 

stop between the hours of 6 am to 9 am and 1 pm to 5 pm.  
• Obey the speed limits and stay alert.   
• Urge your friends and neighbors to use caution when driving before and after school.  
• Avoid using cell phones while driving. 

  
We must change this trend and work together to keep our students safe. For tips on vehicle and 
pedestrian safety, visit: http://www.flhsmv.gov/SafetyTips/index.html.  
  
Governor Asks Supt. Smith to Report on Eliminating Red Tape and Regulation 
Dr. Margaret Smith is one of seven superintendents asked by Governor Rick Scott to share 
ideas that will cut through the red tape and regulation in Florida’s education system.  The 
committee has been asked to make recommendations to the governor in 30 days.  The other 
superintendents are from Bay, Broward, Charlotte, Highlands, Orange and St. Johns counties. 
  
Opportunities for Volunteers and Partners in Schools 
  
From mentoring a student, helping in a classroom, or assisting with events, there is a volunteer 
job to suit every person’s background and interest.   Last school year approximately 815,000 
service hours were provided to schools through our Volunteers in Public Schools program.  
Hundreds of businesses and organizations also enhance student learning, enrich curriculum, 
and promote school improvement.   
  
Schools submit their specific needs to the district that are posted on the Volunteer/Partnership 
Programs’ webpage.    Visit http://myvolusiaschools.org and select Volunteers/Partners.  From the 
Resources tab, select either Volunteer Opportunities or Business Partner Opportunities.  The 
opportunities are listed by city and school.  Check back often as our schools’ needs are 
continually updated.  For more specific information, contact an individual school and ask to 
speak to their volunteer coordinator or business partner coordinator. 
  
Heritage Middle Principal Honored by Department of Defense 
  
Carolyn Carbonell, principal at Heritage Middle School, was recently honored with a Patriot 
Award from the Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR), a Department of Defense 
Agency.  The award is in recognition of extraordinary support of employees who serve in the 
Guard or Reserve and was created to publicly recognize individuals who provide outstanding 
patriotic support and cooperation to their employees who have answered the nation’s call to 
serve.    Ms. Carbonell was nominated for the award by Petty Officer 1st Class Samuel Story, a 
Navy Reservist and former Heritage Middle social studies teacher, who recently moved from the 
area. 
  
News of Note 
  

• The media center of Blue Lake Elementary was once again bustling with activity as 
record numbers of guests came to celebrate Grandparents Day. This was the third year 
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the school has held the celebration.  Visiting Grandparents and other special guests 
were welcomed to the school and escorted to the media center by members of the 
school’s Safety Patrol where they enjoyed a continental breakfast provided by the 
school’s PTA and were treated to the 1st and 2nd grade class of Naii Colon singing the 
National Grandparents’ Day song, “Oh, Grandma, Grandpa.”  The visiting grandparents 
also had the opportunity to visit the classrooms of their grandchildren where they 
enjoyed participating in lessons and interacting with the students and teachers. 

  
• Campbell Middle is celebrating the 11th anniversary of “Family Day” on Monday, 

September 24.   Students will bring home Student/Parent Compacts which will allow 
family members to commit to eating dinner together on September 24.  The goal is to 
have 100% of students register their families by logging on to www.CASAFamilyDay.org 
and then getting together and having a  great meal and conversation with their family.  
The event is sponsored by the Family, Career and Community Leaders of America club, 
sponsor Mrs. W. Lowe. 

  
• Champion Elementary's PTA will be sponsoring its first golf tournament to raise money 

for the school.  The tournament will be held October 20 at LPGA International.  The entry 
fee is $100 and includes green fee, cart fee, awards and lunch.  Player registration is at 
7:30 a.m. with a shot gun start at 8:30 a.m.  An awards luncheon will take place at 1 
p.m.  For more information contact Doug Witter or Jaime Denny at 386-258-4664.  

  
• At the end of last school year, Maryann Bull, principal of Champion Elementary, was 

presented with a plaque for Volusia Association for Media in Education’s Principal of the 
Year.  Media Specialist Jacqueline Ouellette nominated Dr. Bull for her support with the 
media center program, which includes bringing as many events, programs and people to 
the school as possible so that students are exposed to numerous experiences. The 
Volusia Association for Media in Education also purchased Dr. Bull's favorite book Stone 
Fox by John Reynolds Gardiner for the media center to use in its circulation. 

  
• Citrus Grove Elementary fourth graders are learning about idioms in Language Arts.  

To celebrate idioms, the children dressed to reflect different idioms and paraded around 
the school sharing with the school community.  The children AND teachers were very 
creative and represented many idioms including, "Green Thumbs," "Book Worms,” and 
"Bright Ideas." 

       
• Deltona Lakes Elementary hosted a Boo Hoo Breakfast as a way to help parents cope 

with the emotions of sending their students to kindergarten for the first time.  Parents are 
invited to mingle with other kindergarten parents and enjoy a continental breakfast in a 
relaxed, social setting where they can share stories and learn more about kindergarten 
and what the school has to offer. 

  
• Adekunle Gbadamosi, a 5th grade student at Deltona Lakes Elementary, will 

be recognized as a Super Star Student at the Deltona City Commission Meeting on 
October 1.  Adekunle earned this honor for being a respectful and responsible role 
model student, serving as an outstanding safety patrol, being a high academic achiever, 
and an honor roll student.  He will receive a certificate from Deltona Mayor John 
Masiarczyk.  

  
• The Terrier Recycling Team (TRT) at DeLand Middle recycled over 16,000 lbs of paper, 

over 9,000 plastic bottles and over 800 aluminum cans last school year.  The school and 

http://www.casafamilyday.org/�


community has filled the bin used to collect paper more than eight times since January.  
TRT is a team of 40 students and two adults who are volunteers.  Students are not only 
learning about recycling, but about being philanthropists who can make the world a 
better place. 

  
• On Friday August 31, the Edgewater Public PTA hosted a welcome back movie night.  

Toby’s pizza and popcorn were the snacks of choice as the students and their families 
lounged on the blankets they brought to enjoy the movie.  It was a time of fellowship and 
fun for the bobcat families who attended. 

  
• Enterprise Elementary is continuing to take steps against bullying. Third graders 

signed a pledge to "Be Bully Free." The meaning and significance of a pledge was 
taught and modeled.  Students participated in role play, discussions and skits to 
emphasize respect and kindness toward all students. 

  
• Friendship Elementary continues its partnership with the University of Central Florida 

by welcoming eight full year teacher candidates.  In August, teacher candidates were 
paired with mentor teachers after learning about co-teaching.   Both candidates and 
mentors participated in “speed dating” to help identify a compatible partner for the 2012-
2013 school year.  The teacher candidates joined their mentor teachers for trainings, a 
welcome back luncheon, classroom preparation and a co-teaching workshop.  They 
were also on hand to greet students and parents during the annual Meet the Teacher 
event.    

  
• Indian River Elementary was the recipient of backpacks from several community 

organizations, including Boston Whaler, the Jewish Federation, the New Smyrna Beach 
Board of Realtors, and the Family Worship Center of Port Orange. Principal Dee 
Stevenson and Assistant Principal Willie McCoy send a huge thank you to the 
community for their generosity and support. 
 

• New Smyrna Beach High teacher, Jeremy Brock, has been named a 2012-13 PRISM 
Teacher of Excellence in Science. When he began teaching Advanced Placement 
Chemistry four years ago, he inherited a program that had only one or two students 
passing the AP Chemistry exam.  After constructing a curriculum during his first year, 
75% of his students passed the AP Chemistry exam with a score of 3 or higher.  In his 
second year, 85% of his students passed the exam.  By his third year of teaching AP 
Chemistry, the enrollment had doubled and still enjoyed a 75% pass rate on the exam. 
The school experienced so much success that Mr. Brock was asked to develop and 
facilitate a district-wide workshop to share his AP Chemistry curriculum with other 
teachers. 

  
• Bethune-Cookman University received a $20,000 federal grant to provide writing 

assistance this school year to twenty Palm Terrace Elementary teachers. Teachers 
from all grade levels will take part in year-round workshops designed to assist students 
in improving their writing.  

  
• Mrs. Smith and her 5th grade class at Pine Trail Elementary have been very busy with 

the scientific process over the past few weeks.  Thanks to the generosity of Taco Bell in 
Ormond Beach, the class was able to conduct tests to find out if taco sauce makes a 
penny shiny.  The students took it one step further to see if only one or a combination of 
ingredients made the penny look new. Even though it got a little messy, the students had 



a blast testing the hypothesis and going through the entire scientific process.  Pine Trail 
Elementary loves SCIENCE!   

  
• Pride Elementary participated in the Deltona Against Bullying rally held last Saturday.  

Pride's Safety Patrols were lead by Jennifer Castro, music teacher, who got the crowd 
going with a song and dance, "Respect and Pride."   A group of girls from the Extended 
Day program also performed to an original composition written by Jennifer Castro titled 
"No Put Downs."    

       
• Grace Episcopal Church in Port Orange is sponsoring South Daytona Elementary’s 

5th annual golf tournament at the Daytona Beach Golf Club, north course on Saturday, 
October 13. The entry fee is $60 and includes green fees, cart, awards and lunch.  All 
the proceeds from the event will help bring more technology into the school’s 
classrooms.  The tournament begins at 8:30 a.m. with a shotgun start.  

  
• Congratulations to Ruth Lurie, a 7th grade science teacher at Taylor Middle-High, who 

was accepted into the ASK (Advancing Student Knowledge) Florida Program through 
teacher education. Ms. Lurie participated in a summer program in which she learned 
more about climate change and how to implement relevant instruction for her students. 

  
• Lissy and Company visited the Timbercrest Elementary fourth and fifth grades last 

week to help promote bully proofing schools. The group performed a skit with some help 
from a few talented Timbercrest students. Felecity, aka Little Lissy, performed 
some songs reinforcing the idea that bullying is not cool.  Deltona Against Bullying 
continued the bully proofing message at Dewey Boster Park with a huge community 
wide event on Saturday, September 15. 

  
• Turie T. Small Elementary PTA recently invited dads, uncles, male mentors and kids 

for breakfast and a program to discuss fatherhood and family topics. Dads took away 
some great tips and resources to help them be the best dad they can be and strengthen 
their relationship with their kids at the same time.  

  
• University High had the honor of being Fox 35 news channel's Pep Rally of the Week 

and were featured on the August 31 morning news. Fox News anchor, Michelle Burdo, 
joined the students for the Pep Rally before the big rivalry game between the University 
Titan team and Deltona High.  The cheerleaders and football team showed their spirit by 
cheering and dancing to pep up the crowd, along with performances from the band, 
dance team, Hispanic Dance Club, and STEP team.  Maximus, the school’s mascot, 
also made an appearance and got the crowd up on their feet. And to top it all off 
Principal Dennis Neal did cartwheels through the gym. 

  
• Volusia Pines has started 11 after-school enrichment clubs for all grade levels with 

more than 200 students participating.  These clubs meet once a week and the students 
have the opportunity to learn various new skills.  Monday’s clubs are chorus, cheer/spirit 
and technology club.  Tuesday's clubs focus on guitar, t-ball, art and exploring literature.  
Wednesday is Coach Madzik's Mileage Club where the kids are running into a lifelong 
sport.  Thursday's clubs are xylophone and garden club.  Then finally, on Friday is the 
Peaceful Rhythms Drum Club where the students learn a hand-on approach to 
drumming.  

  



• Westside Elementary jumped on board the “Train to Success” once again for the 
2012/2013 school year. Westside kicked this year off with a “B” Barbecue to celebrate 
the triumphant success of our students, faculty, staff and community.  The school was 
predicted by the state of Florida to be an “F”, but earned a “B” grade and was only one 
point away from an “A”.  Improved math scores helped Westside obtain the third-highest 
ranking in Florida among more than 1,800 elementary schools.  Students, families, and 
anyone else who wished to attend were able to come and celebrate our achievements 
with a cookout and outdoor games.  This was a true community celebration!  Westside 
also had its first annual Walk to School with the Principal to help promote school safety 
with approximately 300 participants, including members from the Health Department and 
local law enforcement.   

  
   

 
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  
Click here to view prior editions of e-News. 

  
Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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