
VCS  e-News An Electronic Newsletter from Volusia County Schools 

October 5, 2012 
  
In this issue…                    Be There 

School Board Mourns Death of Chairman Al Williams 
Autism Spectrum Disorder Initiatives 
Parent Information Night Planned 
Volusia Schools Select Teachers of the Year 
Robotics Teams Win Big 
VCS Students Celebrate International Walk to School Day 
News of Note 

  
Be There 

  
Teachable moments are everywhere. Find them and watch the ordinary become 

extraordinary. 
  
School Board Mourns Death of Chairman Al Williams 
  
A visitation for Dr. Al Williams, chairman of the School Board of Volusia County, will be held 
tonight, October 5, 5 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. at Basilica of Saint Paul, 317 Mullally Street, Daytona 
Beach.  A tribute program is planned following the visitation at 6:30 p.m.  A funeral mass will be 
held Saturday, October 6, 8:30 a.m. at Basilica of Saint Paul. In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to the “Al and Anthony Williams Scholarship Fund.” Checks should be made payable 
to “FUTURES.”  Notation should be made on the memo line “for Al and Anthony Williams 
Scholarship Fund” to be sure it is credited properly.  Mailing address is:  FUTURES, Volusia 
County Schools, 3750 Olson Drive, Daytona Beach, FL 32124. Cards may be sent to the 
Williams family, 3839 Calliope Avenue, Port Orange, FL  32129. 
  
“Dr. Williams was a loyal member of the ‘Team Volusia’ family,” stated Superintendent Margaret 
Smith.  “He had a big personality and a bigger heart for students, teachers and the world of 
education.  Dr. Al, as he was affectionately known, will be deeply missed.” 
  
Autism Spectrum Disorder Initiatives 
  
Volusia County Schools’ Exceptional Student Education/Student Support Services Department 
has exciting and innovative initiatives going on related to Autism Spectrum Disorder.  Rethink 
Autism is one.  Rethink Autism is a set of web-based educational solutions for assessment, 
curriculum, and data tracking for students with autism spectrum disorders (ASD). Rethink 
Autism also provides valuable professional development for schools and families in many areas 
of ASD, including core deficits, behavioral interventions, and evidence-based teaching 
strategies. District ESE program specialists are working with elementary teachers to identify 
students with whom the Rethink Autism program will be used, based on individual needs of 
students. For more information, and to access professional development and helpful resources, 
please visit www.rethinkautism.com. 
  
Parent Information Night Planned 
  

http://www.rethinkautism.com/�


For parents of young children with Autism Spectrum Disorder, a parent information night will be 
held on Tuesday, October 9, 6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. in the media center at Edgewater Public, 801 
South Old County Road, Edgewater. Parents will learn about Volusia County School’s 
continuum of services, Autism Spectrum Disorders, and services and support for students and 
families.  To register, call Sandy at 386-734-7190, ext. 38337. Free childcare is available.  For 
more information call Sheila Harlacher 386-734-7190, ext. 38335, or Cathy Campbell, ext. 
23096.   
  
Volusia Schools Select Teachers of the Year 
  
Each of Volusia County's public schools has completed the process to select its Teacher of the 
Year.  The 70 winners, chosen by their peers, are nominated to compete for the honor of 
Volusia County School District's 2014 Teacher of the Year (see list of names below).  The 
current Volusia County Teacher of the Year is Leslie Birney, a 4th grade teacher from Citrus 
Grove Elementary, DeLand.               The 2014 district Teacher of the Year winner will be 
announced at a gala banquet on Friday, January 25, and will be nominated for the state 
Teacher of the Year program.  

  
First Name Last Name School 

Jo Ann Williams Turman Alternative Education - 
Highbanks Learning Center 

Lewis H.  Hartman Atlantic High 
Leslie Hall Blue Lake Elementary 
Latisha R.  Brown Campbell Middle 
Doug Witter Champion Elementary 
Anastazija Evans Chisholm Elementary 
Linda M.  Berner Citrus Grove Elementary 
Robert  Heer Coronado Beach Elementary 
Becky Ling Creekside Middle 
Brian K. Wheeler Cypress Creek Elementary 
Melanie Kestory DeBary Elementary 
Richard Allen Jones DeLand High 
Jonathan Pearce DeLand Middle 
Joy Burke Deltona High 
Dylan Campbell Deltona Lakes Elementary 
Claudia M. Colburn Griffin Deltona Middle 
Kristy Kasye Discovery Elementary 
Linda K. Bradley Edgewater Public 
Heather Leigh McCosh Enterprise Elementary 
Kelly A.  Boulware Forest Lake Elementary 
Miriam Wolman Newman Freedom Elementary 
Lydia J.  Webster Rosenberg Friendship Elementary 
Sandra Quiñones Jimenez Galaxy Middle 
Emily Macri George Marks Elementary 
Jami L. Atkinson Heritage Middle 
Teresa  Prophit Hinson Middle 
Laurel Taufer Stevenson Holly Hill School 



First Name Last Name School 
Cheryl  Milholland Horizon Elementary 
Elizabeth  Janosky Indian River Elementary 
Laura  Smith Longstreet Elementary 
Jennifer Clayton Mainland High 
Heather  Long Manatee Cove Elementary 
Susan Kelleher McInnis Elementary 
Elizabeth Davis Bossé New Smyrna Beach High 
Debra Lee Triplett New Smyrna Beach Middle 
Michael Justin Holder Orange City Elementary 
Lori A.  Strasser Ormond Beach Elementary 
Roberta  Campbell Ormond Beach Middle 
Melissa Sharman Shaw Ortona Elementary 
Meredith L.  Gilbert Osceola Elementary 
April Martin Osteen Elementary 
Sabrina Denise Burnam Palm Terrace Elementary 
Megan Pellicer Pathways Elementary 
Christie Y. Henry Pierson Elementary 
Charles A.  Lundell, III Pine Ridge High 
Kenneth J. O’Brien Pine Trail Elementary 
Leah M.  Moss Port Orange Elementary 
Michelle Mara Pride Elementary 
Audra Bennett Read-Pattillo Elementary 
Tamara Neusch River Springs Middle 
Aaron  Goldstone Seabreeze High 
Charlotte Rose Besse Silver Sands Middle 
Jamie M.  Frey South Daytona Elementary 
Rosa  Salgado Southwestern Middle 
Lisa Richling Spirit Elementary 
Dayna Williams  Spruce Creek Elementary 
Brent Rohol Spruce Creek High 
Emily E. Edwards Starke Elementary 
Lianne Marie Whitson Sugar Mill Elementary 
Iliana Torres-Insignares Sunrise Elementary 
Erin F. Bass Sweetwater Elementary 
Kelly A.  Johnson Taylor Middle High 
Sandra Thomas Oglesby Timbercrest Elementary 
Amber Leahey McAndrew Tomoka Elementary 
Virginia Mazza Turie T. Small Elementary 
Jorge Azúcar University High 
Rob  Addonizio Volusia Pines Elementary 
Mariana B.  Bianco Volusia Virtual-Online Learning 



First Name Last Name School 
Jennifer M. Dietz Westside Elementary 
Melissa L. Holyfield Woodward Avenue Elementary 

  
Robotics Teams Win Big 
  
The Volusia Manufacturer's Association (VMA), Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University and 
Daytona State College sponsored a Robotics Competition that was held this week as part of the 
VMA's Showcase at the Ocean Center. The team from Mainland's academies won the $500 first 
place prize.  In addition to Mainland, academy teams from Seabreeze, New Smyrna Beach, 
University and Spruce Creek all competed building robots using a supplied Lego Mindstorm kit. 
 The Seabreeze team took home the 2nd place honors and $300. The team from New Smyrna 
Beach won the 3rd place prize of $200. The teams from University and Spruce Creek each won 
$100. Congratulations for the fantastic efforts of the student teams, the academy teachers, 
Embry-Riddle, Daytona State College and the Volusia Manufacturer's Association for this event. 
  
VCS Students Celebrate International Walk to School Day 
  
Students from 21 schools joined schools from around the world to celebrate International Walk 
to School Day on Wednesday, October 3.  Students, parents, teachers, administrators and 
members of the community walked to school together with a purpose — to promote a safe route 
for children to get to school, increase physical activity, increase safety for pedestrians and 
bicyclists, and reduce traffic around the neighborhood and school.  Participating elementary 
schools were Blue Lake, Cypress Creek, DeBary, Discovery, George Marks, Holly Hill K-8, 
Manatee Cove, McInnis, Orange City, Ormond Beach, Palm Terrace, Pierson, Pride, South 
Daytona, Spirit, Timbercrest, Tomoka, Turie T. and Westside.  Secondary schools were 
Southwestern Middle and Taylor Middle/High. 
  
News of Note 
  

• Campbell Middle will host an AVID parent night on Thursday, October 11, at 6 p.m. in 
the school’s media center to present an academic showcase and provide support 
information for parents.  AVID, Advancement Via Individual Determination, is a college 
preparatory program designed to support students for success in advanced academics 
and for eligibility and future success in college.  For additional information call Linda 
Huger at 386-258-4661, ext. 53634. 

  
• In November, Jacqueline Ouellette, media specialist at Champion Elementary, will 

travel to Orlando with her students to receive awards from the Florida Association of 
Media Education, Jim Harbin Student Media Festival.  Ten videos were submitted and 
placed at the regional level, while seven videos went on to win at the state level. More 
than 55 students participated in making the videos. The FAME competition is in honor of 
Jim Harbin, a former consultant of the Florida Department of Education, who started the 
media festival to recognize the fabulous work of students. 

  
• Ethan Sell, a 12-year-old who attends Creekside Middle, caught a winning 27-pound 

snapper in the Inlet Harbor Snapperpalooza Tournament in September.  Ethan has been 
fishing since he was 5 years old and caught an even bigger fish, a 100-pound sailfish, 
about two years ago. 
  

• Debary Elementary is excited to have been approved as a BYOT (Bring Your Own 
Technology) School.  The third grade team wrote and was awarded a grant that allowed 
the purchase of 20 iPod Touches for students to use in the classroom. Third grade 



students are piloting this program that will enable them to use these iPod Touches or 
bring their own technology to class for interactive, technology driven lessons.  

  
• DeBary Elementary’s Teacher of the Year, Melanie Kestory attended the PARCC 

Educator Leader Cadre Conference in Chicago as the representative for Volusia County 
Schools. Each state participating in PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of Readiness 
for College and Careers) selected 24 educators for its cadre. The cadre leaders are a 
mix of K-12 teachers, administrators, higher education leaders and district curriculum 
specialist. The goal of the ELC is to help fellow educators understand what the new 
assessment will entail for classroom instruction. The highlight of the conference was the 
unveiling of the prototype questions for the PARCC. Although the prototype questions 
are primarily for the purpose of communicating and training, they are effective tools for 
teachers to use as they transition to the Common Core Standards and the PARCC 
assessment. The complexity of the questions as well as the technology interactivity 
needed for the PARCC assessment was most definitely an eye opening moment for 
educators.  Mrs. Kestory will be attending four more conferences in Chicago, in addition 
to five virtual meetings before the PARCC is launched in the 2014-2015 school year. 

  
• DeLand High recently hosted a program on safety issues related to texting and driving. 

 The law firm of Rue and Ziffra along with Gary Yeomans Ford of Daytona Beach were 
the co-sponsors of the day-long program that included real life stories and videos of 
those whose lives were changed because of this issue, as well as a display vehicle that 
had been completely demolished due to an accident that occurred on I-95 last year.  The 
driving simulator was located in the gym and students were able to try out the texting 
and driving simulator along with faculty members. 

  
• Fields of Faith is being hosted by the Deltona High School Fellowship of Christian 

Athletes from 6:30-8:30 p.m. on October 10 at Deltona High’s football field.  The event is 
a peer-to-peer movement where thousands of students from across the nation gather on 
their school's athletic field to share personal stories.  Deltona’s event will include live 
music and student speakers.  Refreshments will be sold.  The entire West Volusia 
community is invited to participate.  All students in high school and below are free; 
college and older are $2.00 each.  Contact Pam Hicks at pjhicks@volusia.k12.fl.us for 
more information. 

  
• Deltona Lakes Elementary will be holding their annual Fall Festival on Thursday, 

October 18, 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  This event has two purposes.  One purpose is to host a 
fun and affordable evening for families to enjoy together.  The second reason is for the 
school to raise money for much needed educational supplies.  Everyone is invited to join 
the school community for some fun and games like bounce house, cake walk, dunk tank, 
an obstacle course, music and raffle prizes.  Or come and eat some of your favorite 
foods like chicken kabobs, sausage and peppers, hot dogs, cotton candy, popcorn and 
sno-cones.  Other events include a silent auction and book fair.  You’ll find something for 
everyone! 

  
• As part of the county's initiative to combat bullying, Deltona Lakes Elementary was 

excited to have Lizzy & Co. perform at the school.  The upbeat teens used singing and 
dancing to convey their message of anti-bullying.  They interacted with the 4th and 5th 
grade students and shared personal stories of their experiences with bullies.  The 
performance was a precursor to the Deltona Against Bullying Rally held September 15.  

  
• The DeLand Chamber of Commerce recently presented Enterprise Elementary with a 

banner in honor of being selected as School of the Month. Many thanks to the DeLand 
Chamber of Commerce for their recognition of the school. 

mailto:pjhicks@volusia.k12.fl.us�


  
• The Forest Lake Elementary Panthers have partnered with Students Reach-Out.  This 

month, the school is taking part in a special community collection event in an effort to 
help bring in food for local families. Students have brought in dozens of cans of food 
which will be provided to families in need. Students Reach-Out, Inc. started out of broom 
closet at Osteen Elementary and has grown over the last 20 years to provide support 
and relief to area families throughout the year with food, clothes, and other supplies. The 
organization also provides holiday meals complete with gifts for more than 85 families. 

  
• Friendship Elementary is excited to announce the opening of their Math Tech Lab. 

 Teacher Widalis Camacho will integrate technology in the form of iPads and iPods to 
teach math to third, fourth, and fifth grade students.  In addition to technology, Mrs. 
Camacho will use the Kagan Structures, foldables and games.  The lab is designed for 
differentiated instruction where students will be both challenged and remediated 
according to their needs. 

  
• Galaxy Middle’s MathCounts club, led by Stephanie Morgan and Christina Nehrig, was 

recently featured in the Daytona Beach News Journal.  The article titled, "MathCounts 
not a club for 'geeks'", put a spotlight on Galaxy's club members and sponsors and 
touted the club's accolades for the community.  Galaxy has participated in the national 
program for about eight years and is proud of its sponsors and club members. 

  
• The Holly Hill School family is gearing up for the annual PTSA Fall Carnival which will 

feature numerous fun activities and events for friends and family members. All kinds of 
treats and goodies will be available for purchase from hamburgers and hotdogs to cotton 
candy and cupcakes. There will be something for everyone to enjoy!  Many exciting 
inflatable bouncers and slides will be the center of attention and excitement for the boys 
and girls. The hours are from 4:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, October 18. For more 
details, call Tonia Terry, PTSA President and Media Clerk, during the school day at 386-
258-4662.  

  
• Indian River Elementary has been stressing the importance of writing for many years. 

 Kaylee Ellis, 4th grade student from Mrs. Yvonne Hampton's class, truly internalized this 
concept and used her abilities to express herself.  Without being prompted by her 
teacher or family, she wrote to President Obama about the election and other issues.  
Kaylee was excited to receive an envelope back from the White House.  President 
Obama had written her a letter answering her questions and stating how important 
education is to young people.  He even included a picture.  Kaylee wants to share with 
others the importance and joy in writing.  

  
• In September, kindergarteners at Longstreet Elementary honored their grandparents. 

After all grandparents were greeted in the media center, each kindergarten class took 
their grandparent to visit the special area teachers in art and music. In music, the 
grandparents were serenaded and, in art, they created a magic hand.  To wrap up the 
day, the grandparents were treated to cookies and cakes. This event takes place 
annually. 

  
• Manatee Cove Elementary held a Walk-A-Thon "Go Take A Hike" event on 

International Walk to School Day.  The purpose for the walk-a-thon was to promote 
health and wellness and to raise money for new physical education equipment. The 
event involved all students, parents, community members, volunteers and the faculty. 

  
• New Smyrna Beach Middle’s Stingray Stinger Dance Team is in full swing and 

preparing for numerous shows and competitions. They will be performing in the 



"Showdoll" Halloween show and Christmas show and will have their "Stinger Christmas 
Spectacular" show in December.  In March, the Stingray Stingers will defend their 
championship title at the "Contest of Champions" National Dance Championship. 

  
• Coming off of a record setting membership year, the New Smyrna Beach Middle FFA 

Chapter participated in a cleanup at the Historic Eldora House inside the Canaveral 
National Seashore Park. Before the service event began students were greeted by a 
number of dolphins and manatees in the river near the site. Members and their FFA 
Advisor were among about 30 volunteers that helped plant native plants, mangrove and 
marsh grass, along with placing rain barrels and a composter within the Eldora 
landscape. Through these experiences students get to use what they have learned in 
the classroom to make a difference in their local community and have some fun doing it. 
The NSBMS FFA will participate in several other service events throughout the year in 
support of the FFA’s motto: Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live, Living to 
Serve. 

  
• The Osteen Elementary chorus is excited to announce they have been awarded a grant 

from Macy’s for $1000 to put on the brand new Christmas musical, Yes, Virginia the 
Musical.  This delightful new show is based on the true story of a little girl named Virginia 
who wrote a letter to the editor of the New York Sun Newspaper in 1897 asking the age 
old question; “Is there a Santa Claus?” The resulting famous editorial has inspired 
generations and its story and message is now being brought to Osteen. Rehearsals are 
already underway and performances will take place in December, including a special 
performance to kick off our traditional evening Light Up Osteen.  In addition, a group of 
fourth and fifth graders from the chorus performed two songs at the Deltona Against 
Bullying event last month. 

  
• Pathways Elementary fourth graders will be participating in the Empty Bowls project 

coordinated by Mainland High School.  Approximately 100 students will make and glaze 
bowls using math skills to estimate the amount of clay needed to make their bowl.  In 
social studies, students will learn the characteristics of being responsible citizens along 
with the importance of Native American pottery, and in science, students will focus on 
the changes in matter and the use of scientific tools.  This is the 5th year that Mainland 
High School has embraced the Empty Bowls project, which raises funds for Halifax 
Urban Ministries (HUM).  The bowls are sold in advance and are used to serve a soup 
dinner.  

  
• The Sugar Mill Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution donated a selection 

of patriotic books to the Port Orange Elementary Media Center in honor of Constitution 
Week and Celebrate Freedom Week which was recognized September 17 - 23.  Since 
1955 at the direction of President Dwight D. Eisenhower, DAR has been 
commemorating Constitution Week.  DAR is an organization of women who have 
ancestors who fought in or provided assistance in the American Revolution.  Anyone 
interested in the group may call the regent at 386-760-9921 for more information 

  
• Pride Elementary is pleased to announce that 3rd grade teacher, Troy Busse, was 

selected for this year's PRISM award.  Each year the PRISM project recognizes one 
math and one science award winner from all those nominated from each elementary 
school.  Mr. Busse was selected because he generates enthusiasm for mathematics 
education.  He differentiates instruction according to the needs of his students and 
encourages his students to get involved in web-based math competitions.  Pride is 
PROUD to have Troy Busse as a part of their distinguished staff. 

  



• Students at Silver Sands Middle had an exciting visit this week from several 
independent (indie) Florida authors.  The authors volunteered to meet with students 
interested in journalism and publishing and introduce them to a variety of genres.  They 
shared their personal journeys, answered student questions and offered advice.  The 
visiting authors were Kristina Circelli, daughter of Cindy Circelli, Silver Sand reading 
teacher, Tiffanie King, and Sarah Ross.  Kristina is a former Silver Sands student and 
has volunteered numerous times.  She has written fantasy, fiction and historical fiction, 
and teaches creative writing courses at the University of North Florida.  Tiffanie writes 
fantasy books and her personal goal is to encourage others to read more.  Sarah is 
fantasy author C.A. Kunz & Son. She and her son co-write fantasy combined with 
mythology. 

  
• Throughout October, South Daytona Elementary’s guidance curriculum will include 

bullyproofing and cyberbullying prevention activities, reporting procedures and education 
for the entire school. These activities will culminate with Red Ribbon week at the end of 
October entitled “The Best Me Is Drug Free.”  Red Ribbon Week will include drug 
education/prevention activities for all grades and a special PE prevention curriculum 
including fun competitions and rewards.  

  
• South Daytona Elementary has developed a K- Kids club, which includes 4th and 5th 

grade students, for students who have been bullied and those who want to take a stand 
against bullying. Students are involved with schoolwide service learning activities and 
are actively involved in teaching peace on campus. Using peer mediation skills students 
teach other students to talk out their problems instead of fighting them out. The program 
has been successful in reducing referrals and improving conflict resolution on campus.  
In addition, the school created a new award this year.  The “Dynamite Dragons” Caring 
Community Award is a “caught you doing the right thing” that students use to nominate 
other students that are kind, responsible and helpful to other students. 

  
• Southwestern Middle's Jr. CEC was awarded a $500 mini-grant from the Florida 

Council for Exceptional Children.  The club's grant is titled “A Taste of Leadership - 
Empowering SMS Jr. CEC Officers to become Effective Leaders.” Grant funds will be 
used for students to attend the 2012 FCEC Conference.  Mamie Oatis, principal, and 
Janet Raney, school volunteer, are the club sponsors. 

  
• Spruce Creek High and the YMCA’s Project 396 partnered to send more than 35 

students from Spruce Creek’s Aspire Higher and You-nique Girls mentoring groups on a 
weekend camping trip to Camp Winona.  The Spruce Creek students who participated in 
the mentoring groups have made a personal commitment to work hard toward the goal 
of graduation.  During the trip to Camp Winona the students participated in activities that 
focused on growth in the areas of “Spirit, Mind and Body!”  Students from Atlantic, New 
Smyrna and University high schools also attended the camp. The Camp Winona 
weekend experience was one of several activities the groups will participate in 
throughout the school year. 

  
• Students in 5th grade at Sunrise Elementary will study pumpkins on October 31.  There 

will be a wide variety of math and science hands-on activities and learning centers to 
actively engage the students. 

  
• Students involved in the PAWS for a Good Cause Club at Taylor Middle-High have 

been busy. Students donated $100, raised from a car wash, to the Halifax Humane 
Society in August.  Additionally, 20 current and former students and their sponsor, Karen 
Gehringer, participated in their first beach clean-up in September at Bicentennial Park in 



Ormond Beach. This event was in conjunction with the Ocean Conservancy's 
International Coastal Cleanup. 

  
   
   

 
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  
Click here to view prior editions of e-News. 

  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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