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Be There 

  
When making the Thanksgiving dinner, have your child create a new dish with his/her selected 

ingredients. 
  
Midterm Reports and Thanksgiving Holiday 
  
We are already half way through the second grading period.  The midterm period ends 
November 19 and the Thanksgiving holiday begins at the end of day, Tuesday, November 20.  
Classes will resume on Monday, November 26.  District offices will be closed November 22 and 
23. 
  
Seabreeze High Named Visual Art Demonstration School  
  
Congratulations to Lisa Botkin and John Richmond, art teachers at Seabreeze High School, 
who were recently recognized for receiving the 2011-2014 Visual Art Demonstration School 
Award from the Department of Education. 
  
For this inaugural award of excellence, Seabreeze High School is among five K-12 schools 
receiving this distinction; three in Brevard and one in Polk County.  This new award parallels the 
Music Demonstration School Award that began in 1988 and was created for visual arts 
programs using foundational work from Brevard County’s Excellence in Visual Art Award 
program to create the application process for a comprehensive look at a school’s visual art 
program.   
  
Art teachers fulfilling the application process were required to complete multiple forms requiring 
student data, samples of coursework and art images, lists of accomplishments and video of 
unedited art instruction.  The application process takes over 100 hours to complete.  Being 
selected as a Visual Art Model School for three years encourages those from other districts to 
visit Seabreeze High to learn about what it takes to have an outstanding art program and gain 
insight for improving their own art program. 
  



5th Annual Empty Bowls Event and Silent Auction  
                                                                          
Enjoy a wonderful meal of soup, salad, bread and dessert (donated by local restaurants) at the 
5th Annual Empty Bowls and Silent Auction on Friday, Dec. 7 at Mainland High to benefit Halifax 
Urban Ministries (HUM).  The auction will be held 5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. and dinner will be served 6 
p.m. – 8 p.m.  Tickets may be purchased for a $15 donation for the meal and a handmade bowl 
that can be kept as a reminder of all the empty bowls in the world.   
  
The bowls for this event are being created by students and teachers from the following schools:  
Campbell Middle (Pat Richmond), Creekside Middle (Mike Nelson), DeLand High (Tom Gilbert), 
Deltona High (Diane Farley and Sheila LaPointe), Ormond Beach Middle (Alice Dugan), 
Mainland High (Marcia Bobbitt), New Smyrna Beach High (Christine Colby and Liz Phillips), 
Osteen Elementary (Jim Marshall), Pathways Elementary 4th grade, Silver Sands Middle (Diane 
Inscoe), and Spruce Creek High (Heather Alexander). Special thanks to Mainland's Culinary 
Arts Academy (Chefs Kester and Logan). 
  
For tickets, contact Marcia Bobbitt at 386-258-4665, ext. 54344, or email: 
mlbobbit@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Tickets are also available at Mainland High’s front desk 7 a.m. - 11 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m.-3 p.m. They may also be purchased at the HUM office at 215 Bay St., 
Daytona Beach.  Visit www.emptybowls.net for more information. 
  
Volusia County Schools FACT Fair  
  
The first of four regional FACT (Families and Community Together) Fairs to support the needs 
of Title I families and encourage parents to become more involved in their child’s education will 
be held 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 27, in the gymnasium at New Smyrna 
Beach Middle School, 1200 S. Myrtle Ave. The fair is designed for parents with students in Title 
I schools; however, parents from all schools in the area may attend.  Title I schools in the 
southeast Volusia area are Chisholm Elementary, Edgewater Public, Read-Pattillo Elementary 
and New Smyrna Beach Middle. 
  
Volusia County Schools is working with organizations throughout the community to provide 
parents with information about free resources available to families, including support for legal 
issues, health concerns, dual enrollment, voluntary pre-kindergarten and Head Start.   
  
Free  books, food, flu shots and clothing will be available, as well as booths providing 
information on topics such as exceptional student education services; transition to middle school 
and high school; cyber safety; nutrition; Title I; mentoring opportunities; helping your child with 
reading, math and science; graduation requirements; and applying for scholarships.  The goal of 
the fair is to provide families with resources to navigate the school system, create a home 
learning environment, collaborate with school staff, access community resources and promote 
college readiness for students.    
  
The FACT Fairs are sponsored by the Title I office for Volusia County Schools.   The three 
remaining fairs will be scheduled early next year in Pierson, Daytona Beach and Deltona.  
  
Halifax Art Festival Winning Images on Display 
  
The 50th Halifax Art Festival Student Exhibit was held November 3-4.  Winning images will be on 
display at the ArtHaus beginning November 15 through December 7.  Congratulations to all 
students, schools and art teachers who participated in the event. 
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Volusia’s All-State Musicians 
  
Sixty students from Volusia County Schools in grades 5 through 12 were selected as "All-State" 
musicians for the state of Florida. These students were chosen through a statewide audition 
process of many thousands of students.  As a result of their achievements, these students will 
perform in various musical ensembles at the 2012-2013 State Conference of the Florida Music 
Educators Association on January 10-12 in Tampa. Click here for a listing of each student, 
their school, the musical ensemble to which they were selected and their music teachers. 
  
Gaining selection to a Florida All-State music ensemble is one of the most prestigious honors a 
school musician can achieve.  This is a tribute to their individual musical talents as well as the 
quality instruction they receive from their music teachers.  
  
News of Note 
  
•         Atlantic High’s STAR Club (Students Together for Autism Recognition) participated in the 

annual Walk Now for Autism Speaks event on November 3.  The club for raised over $2700 
for the organization, which will go toward autism research and advocacy.  In other Atlantic 
High new, senior basketball player, Ronnie Williams, was recently ranked #1 in the state 
and 13th nationally for girls.  This is the first time in Atlantic High School history for a female 
athlete to earn state and national ranking. 

  
•         Blue Lake Elementary is a Professional Development School in partnership with Stetson 

University’s Department of Teacher Education. Together they hosted a Family Math Night at 
the DeLand Winn Dixie.  Blue Lake students practiced math exercises and used classroom 
concepts in a real-life setting with their families.  This is just one example of how working 
together, we can build a stronger community and a better future for our children. 

  
•         Blue Lake Elementary is teaching students about helping others through the Jump Rope 

for Heart Program.  The event was held today during PE classes.  Jump Rope for Heart is a 
national education and fundraising event sponsored by the American Heart Association and 
the American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance.  This event 
will engage students in jumping rope while empowering them to improve their own health 
and inspiring them to help other kids with heart-health issues.  Through the Jump Rope for 
Heart event, Blue Lake’s students will learn the value of community service and become 
empowered to contribute to our community's welfare, join together in helping other kids with 
special hearts, learn how to develop heart-healthy habits while being physically active, and 
learn jump rope skills they can use for the rest of their lives.  

  
•         Seven video entries made by groups of students from Champion Elementary earned 

awards at the Jim Harbin Media Festival hosted by the Florida Association for Media in 
Education.  This group of students, sponsored by the Media Specialist Jacqueline Ouellette, 
had a wonderful time making public service announcements, news shows, book trailers, 
documentaries and interviewing people.  The students were proud to accept one first place, 
four second place and two third place trophies.  The book trailer, entitled Wild About Books, 
took first place at the state level, resulting in automatic entry into the International Student 
Media Festival where it won an International Award.  The students who attended the festival 
also had a private meeting with author Andrea Beaty, who has written two books that have 
been on the Sunshine State List: Secrets of the Cicada Summer and Attack of The Fluffy 
Bunnies.  Students were able to interview her and begin filming an entry for next year’s 
competition.  
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•         Citrus Grove Elementary was tickled “Pink” to support the fight against breast cancer. The 

school’s cancer fighting team consists of 20 staff members who ran or walked in the “Making 
Strides for Breast Cancer” 5k on October 27 at Jackie Robinson Park.  The Citrus Grove 
Team and donors raised over $1,000 for Breast Cancer research.  Go Pink Eagles! 

  
•         The entire fifth grade student body at Cypress Creek Elementary was decked out in 

traditional 1920's attire for the 5th annual Mystery at Hotel Ormond Day held on October 31. 
 Students read the novel prior to that day, then enjoyed activities from the 20's such as 
eating popular foods from the 1920's, dancing the Charleston, playing 20's type games, 
learning about and watching a silent movie, and taking part in a game show centered 
around the novel.  The author of the novel Marian Strong Tomblin was present so students 
could get her autograph, have pictures taken with her and discuss her inspiration for writing. 

  
•         Third, fourth, and fifth graders were invited to start iOtter Club at Cypress Creek 

Elementary.  Lead by Mrs. Wright, Mrs. Fuller, Mrs. Kaelin, Mrs. Phelan and Mrs. 
Whitehurst, students are learning editing, adding music and creating transitions to make 
videos to be displayed on their blog.  There are two groups with 135 students participating.  
The first group is creating a video to highlight various areas throughout campus and 
expected behavior for students new to the school.  The second group is creating video 
examples of the schoolwide adopted life skills.  A red carpet event will take place in May to 
showcase all the videos. 

  
•         Suzanne Garver, teacher at Cypress Creek Elementary, won the district level for VFW 

Teacher of the Year.  The school is very proud of what she has done for our service men 
and women overseas.  Suzanne will now move on to the state level competition. 
 Congratulations to Suzanne! 

  
•         Nicole Maenzea, PE teacher at DeBary Elementary, wrote and was awarded a grant for 

Progress Energy’s Photovoltaic (PV) Program, valued at $90,000. DeBary Elementary was 
one of 11 schools selected to participate in the PV Program.  Under Progress Energy 
Florida’s SunSense® School Program, Progress Energy Florida will provide a new solar 
photovoltaic (PV) system to schools designated as enhanced hurricane protection area 
shelters and schools that demonstrate a dedication to support renewable energy education. 
 Installation of the solar panels will begin in January.  Let the savings begin! 

  
•         Deltona High’s Culinary Arts took second place in the News-Journal appetizer division of 

the Holiday Cook-Off.  The culinary team consisting of Michael De Rosa, James Capps and 
Shelanis Cortes, also known as DC squared, created their famous potatoes puffs.  Deltona 
High was the only high school with a recipe in the contest and one of 250 entries.  The 
News-Journal will publish the recipe in the up-coming weeks. 

  
•         On November 1, a contingent of teachers from Enterprise Elementary took a historic trip 

to the USS Enterprise docked in Mayport.  For several years, Enterprise students have been 
writing to the sailors aboard the Enterprise, which has been in operation for over 50 years 
and will be de-commissioned in Dec. 2012.  The reason for the teachers visit was to receive 
a very special American flag in honor of the school’s 100th anniversary.  This flag was flown 
over the USS Enterprise on 9/11 and commemorates the tragedy of that day along with the 
celebration of education 100 years strong at Enterprise School. It is now proudly unfurled in 
the school’s courtyard. 



  
•         Friendship Elementary opened a science lab stocked with materials for experiments, such 

as test tubes, scales and beakers.  Students love the hands-on experience and teachers like 
Bill Strickland love the flexibility the lab offers.  

  
•         On November 6, excitement was in the air when, along with the nation, Friendship 

Elementary’s 1st through 5th graders cast their ballots in a mock election.  Two weeks prior 
to the election students registered to vote and received their sample ballots one week later. 
 At school and at home, students studied the sample ballot and decided upon their choices. 
 Students voted for President, U.S. Senator, U.S. House of Representatives, and the 1 Mill 
Referendum.  When the ballots were counted, they reflected the actual results with one 
exception:  Friendship voters voted “YES” on the 1 Mill Referendum. 

  
•         On November 20, Heritage Middle will host "Dance to Make a Difference" from 6 p.m. – 8 

p.m. in the school cafeteria.  This event is a fundraiser for the school's "Heritage Helps Out 
for the Holidays" program, which supports local families during the holiday season.  A 
certified Zumba instructor will be on hand for the evening to help all participants dance the 
night away to benefit families in the community. 

  
•         Angie Ramirez, a 7th grade Heritage Middle student, was honored at the November 5 

Deltona commission meeting for being a "Super Star Student."  Angie was recognized for 
being a rule model through citizenship, a genuine encouragement to other students, and 
helpful and positive in all that she does on campus.  She was nominated by her 7th grade 
reading teacher, Sarah Lachman.  In addition, Heritage Middle students participated in a 
letter writing campaign for Veteran's Day.  Mrs. Cisneros, 7th grade Language Arts teacher, 
worked with her students to write letters to a co-workers son in basic training.  They are 
anxiously awaiting a response from basic training in Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri.  The 
school is proud of all their students for the wonderful things they do both on and off 
campus!  They are truly "Super Heroes." 

  
•         In years past, Hinson Middle has participated in an annual Vocabulary Dress-up Day in 

order to encourage students to broaden their vocabularies.  Today, the school "turned the 
corner" as they "took the plunge" in a slightly different direction. The students and staff at 
Hinson selected an Idiom to represent by dressing up or in some way indicating their choice. 
 Each student was challenged to explain what the costume idiom actually means and to 
report their guesses to their Language Arts teacher for credit.  The costumes were creative 
and often hilarious, as well as instructive.  Idiom Day is a lot of fun and a great way to make 
conversations and writing more interesting. 

  
•         Recently, Hinson Middle students participated in the 2nd annual PTSA Hinson Walk-a-

thon. Two key goals at Hinson is to help students lead a healthy life style and to promote 
community involvement. The annual Walk-a-Thon provides students with the opportunity to 
do both.  Every student participates through their PE class and is encouraged to have 
sponsors for the number of laps they complete as a donation to our PTSA.  It’s a win/win 
proposition for all. 

  
•         The Horizon Elementary Storytelling Club presented a Veterans Ceremony last week. 

 Many veterans participated including World War II Veterans, Korean War Veterans, 
Vietnam Veterans and veterans of the Iraq War.  The ceremony honored those veterans 
both past and present for serving in the armed forces of the military.  The Storytelling 



members showed eternal gratitude to those attending for standing in honor to protect our 
freedoms.  The ceremony included a poem “Thank A Veteran” and songs by the Horizon 
Stars.  In observance, student-created cards were presented to each veteran from the Army, 
Marines, Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard.  Food was served after the ceremony donated 
by the local Port Orange Olive Garden.  

  
•         Family Science Night was an electrifying experience for nearly 125 students and their 

families who filled the cafeteria/auditorium at Indian River Elementary recently.  The 
Museum of Arts and Science brought several of its science stations and a portable 
planetarium to spark the imaginations for the students.  Several teachers, faculty, PTA and 
MOAS employees taught students at 16 science stations ranging from Newton's Law of 
Gravity to circuits, robotics, sound effects and magnets.  Luis Zengotita, a science and 
education associate from MOAS, brought several fossils to allow the children to touch.  The 
children listened intently while he talked about an alligator skull and a tusk from a mastodon. 
 All 16 stations were hands-on and students completed a treasure hunt sheet as they visited 
the stations. The portable planetarium/astronomy station was clearly a favorite that ran 
every 15 minutes.  It was a grand night for both students and parents.  

  
•         On November 3, a group of students and faculty from New Smyrna Beach High were 

taken by Dr. Regina Asihene to build, rebuild and give medical assistance to the people of 
Haiti.  Last year due to the earthquake, students collected and donated the entire amount of 
fundraising efforts, which totaled $3,500 to be used for food and rebuilding. This year 
students raised $500 and donated many toiletries and other needed supplies to be brought 
when Dr. Asihene and 28 faculty and students visited Haiti again this year.  Students 
performed a special dance for the children while they worked. They also assisted in the 
medical clinic and painted an orphanage.  Four NSBHS alumni returned from college to take 
the trip to Haiti along with Principal Jim Tager and his wife.  Students and faculty who 
attended this mission trip personally raised $700 each and faculty members took personal 
days to be part of this work in Haiti.  Dr. Asihene presented Tager with a plaque thanking 
him for the support and work he and the students of NSBHS have volunteered for this 
missionary work.  

  
•         Orange City Elementary is pleased to announce the installation of the “Little Free Library.”  

The Little Free Library concept promotes literacy and the love of reading while bringing the 
community together. What is it?  In Orange City’s case, it is a weather-proof, free-standing 
box containing books.  Neighbors, parents and students can borrow and return or exchange 
books.  The ‘Take a Book - Return a Book’ mini-library is located outside at the front of the 
school and is open 24-hours a day seven-days a week. 

  
•         Under the direction of teachers, Karen Norvell and Cathy Hubka, the Ormond Beach 

Middle social studies department will present their annual Colonial Fair in the school media 
center. For one day in November, the space is transformed to reflect the early-American era 
through student projects, flags, and artifacts. Based on the concept of William Penn's 
pamphlets, students' displays include marketing activities to encourage prospective settlers 
to choose one of the 13 colonies in which to live. 
  

•         As part of a collaborative effort with UCF, the GATES foundation selected 20 teachers of 
math to conduct seven hours of research from November 2012 through March 2013. 
 Congratulations go to Tricia Garver and Laura Bamberger who were selected from Ormond 
Beach Middle. 



  
•         Newly appointed House Representative, David Santiago, donated $500 to the PTA at 

Osteen Elementary.  Mr. Santiago is a Volusia County resident and chose to give back to 
the community by helping out Osteen.  The school will use the donation to assist needy 
families in the area with food and gifts for the holidays.  Thank you, Mr. Santiago for your 
generous donation. 

  
•         Palm Terrace Elementary hosts Saturday Camps for fourth and fifth graders that focus on 

math and science.  It is designed to close the achievement gap and to help students 
connect and use skills learned in camp with the skills they are learning in class.  The 
learning and fun takes place over the course of four Saturdays for 70 students.  

  
•         Pathways Elementary Student Council had a very successful Thanksgiving food drive with 

students donating canned and non-perishable food for Thanksgiving baskets.  Mr. Pat Kelly, 
president of U.S. Food Service, generously donated 30 turkeys for school families in need. 
 This is the seventh year that Mr. Kelly has personally donated turkeys for the food drive.  
Thirty-two Pathways families will receive the baskets. 

  
•         Pathways Elementary was recently visited by Superintendent Margaret Smith, AFT 

President Robin Weingarten, VTO President Andrew Spar, VTO Executive Director Barbara 
Hoffman, Deputy Superintendent Bambi Lockman and several other representatives from 
both VTO and AFT.  The group observed Thinking Math lessons being taught in the 
classrooms of Tracey Mitchell, Heather Williams and Becky Pittard.  After the observations 
the visitors met with several teachers at the school to hear their perspective of Thinking 
Math and the important role it plays in preparing students for math courses at the secondary 
level and to be college and career ready when graduating from high school.  The teachers 
being observed as well as others explained how Thinking Math is assisting in the transition 
to full implementation of the Common Core State Standards.  The other teachers involved in 
the discussion were Pam Goeman-Wheeler, Dawn Carlock, Stephanie Glaenzer, Patti 
Spencer, Cynthia Cosio, Kip Best. 

  
•         The Larissa Gerstel Parent Center at Pierson Elementary recently hosted a Family 

Reading Night.  The evening consisted of several activities including reading games, making 
bookmarks, story time, Reader's Theater performances and a special presentation for 
parents. 

  
•         Don’t miss “Pine Ridge High School Dancing with the Teachers” on December 7 at 7 p.m.  

Proceeds will help defray the costs for prom.  Vote for your favorite!  $1 = 1 vote.  Also 
happening at Pine Ridge, the FFA is sponsoring its third annual Canned Food Drive through 
November 15.  Each first period class is being challenged to collect canned food items for 
distribution for the Thanksgiving holidays.  The winning class will be rewarded with a pizza 
party during lunch.  All contributions will be donated to the Deltona Presbyterian Church 
food pantry.  

  
•         Susan Schamay, the parent liaison for South Daytona Elementary, created a series of 

parent workshops that take place every month in the media center.  The purpose of the 
parent workshops is to engage parents in their child’s learning and provide strategies and 
techniques to enhance and/or reinforce skills at home.  Parents receive a packet of items to 
take home that reinforce the topics discussed.  The next workshop is Building Confidence in 



your Child, presented by Dr. Bracciale, South Daytona’s school counselor.  The workshop 
will give parents tools to help their child become self-reliant. 

  
•         Jamie Sipe, a 4th grade teacher at South Daytona Elementary began a Girls on the Run 

program for girls in grades 3 through 5.  The purpose of this club is to empower girls and 
build self confidence, self esteem and healthy habits. A group of 12 girls meets twice a week 
after school.  The meetings are centered around a lesson objective that helps overall 
attitude, physical and mental health. The Girls on the Run group will participate in a 5K in 
December with more than 100 other girls from around the county.  Watch this You Tube video 
(2:13) of the girls in action! 

  
•         Tomoka Elementary is one of 20 schools nationwide selected to receive the Crayola 

Champion Creatively Alive Children grant.  Mrs. Sander, Mrs. Sherwin, Mrs. Lorden and 
Mrs. McAndrew wrote the grant titled, "A Children's Carnival of Creative Curiosities." 
 Children in the intermediate gifted classes will publish books and original artwork using 
products provided by Crayola.  Later in the year, students will work in teams to create 
literacy games for kindergarteners using the Design Thinking Process. In early May, the 
students will display books and artwork and run book-themed game booths at a Literacy 
Carnival to celebrate arts and literature at Tomoka.  The school is looking forward to this 
fantastic project. 

  
•         Bethune Cookman University’s Baseball team has joined forces with Westside Elementary 

to begin a mentoring program amongst college athletes and today’s youth.  This is going to 
be an awesome partnership between the university and Westside that will have a positive 
impact on students.  A special “Thank You” goes out to Coach Beverlin and the players.  

  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad http://vcsb.us/21. See videos that 
provide a glimpse into school happenings!  
  
  

For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  
Click here to view prior editions of e-News. 

  
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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