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Be There 

  
It’s easy to show your child love. Just Be There! 

  
Annual Audit – Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 
  
The school board recently reviewed and accepted the audited Comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report for the fiscal year which ended June 30, 2010.  Each year, a report is provided by an 
independent certified public accountant.  The audit had no findings and commended the district 
for a perfect Comprehensive Annual Financial Report.  The audit shows an overall improvement 
in the general fund balance, but the auditor also cautioned the district regarding the loss of 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds in 2011-12.   
  
Teacher of the Year Celebration 
  
Volusia County Schools will name the 2012 Teacher of the Year tomorrow, February 4.  Each of 
Volusia County's public schools selected a Teacher of the Year, chosen by their peers, to 
compete for the honor.  Those 70 educators will be honored at a gala celebration, which will be 
held at the Daytona Beach Hilton Oceanfront.  There are five finalists vying for the top spot: 

•         Kevin Alligood, science teacher, Silver Sands Middle 
•         Christy Disinger, civics and American  history teacher, DeLand Middle 
•         Susan S. LeFils, kindergarten teacher, Forest Lake Elementary 
•         Liz Lilly, first grade teacher, Horizon Elementary 
•         Holly Reddick Ward, English teacher, Spruce Creek High 

The winner will be nominated for the state Teacher of the Year program and will serve as 
Volusia’s representative of quality education throughout the 2011-2012 school year.  The 
current Volusia County Teacher of the Year is Kristy Kuches, teacher from Heritage Middle 
School.  The Teacher of the Year celebration is co-sponsored by FUTURES Foundation and the 
Daytona Regional Chamber of Commerce.   
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Students Exhibit Art Works at ArtHaus 
  
ArtHaus is currently featuring the Annual Volusia County Schools Advanced Placement and 
Honors Art Students’ Exhibit. The exhibit is now open and will continue through Friday, February 
25, highlighting the art work of Volusia County School students.  ArtHaus is located at 3840 S. 
Ridgewood Avenue, Port Orange. For more information, call (386) 767-0076. 
  
Forest Lake Elementary Student Wins Poster Contest 
  
As part of the annual Severe Weather Awareness Week public preparedness campaign, the 
Florida Division of Emergency Management held a poster and video public service 
announcement contest.  Kaitlyn Boncara, a fifth grade student at Forest Lake Elementary, 
placed second in the poster contest. She competed against more than 800 students statewide.  
  
World Languages Provides Comprehensive Support   
  
A major reorganization that occurred this past year was the merger of ESOL (English Speakers 
of Other Languages), Foreign Languages and Translation Services to form the Department of 
World Languages. The union of these three language-related areas now permits schools and 
students to receive academic support that is more comprehensive, along with resources that will 
aid in the acquisition and mastery of English and a foreign language.  Adhering to its mission, 
the Department of World Languages addresses and supports any curricular needs, such as 
aiding teachers with instruction and locating supplementary materials to help students meet 
performance standards established by the Florida Department of Education.  Several 
workshops have already been conducted for teachers and administrators, as well as parents.  
The World Languages staff has also presented at various school sites to faculty and staff to 
clarify any questions regarding compliance with the META (Multicultural Education, Training and 
Advocacy) Consent Decree. 

  
Another notable change is the World Languages website which offers a variety of resources to 
satisfy the linguistic needs of teachers, students and parents. Information is available for the 
following languages: Arabic, Italian, French, German, Chinese, Japanese, Spanish, Russian 
and even Latin. Teachers can access multilingual glossaries that pertain to different subject 
areas. The math glossaries alone cover nineteen different languages that can be used with 
English Language Learner (ELL) students.  Information about upcoming competitions and 
cultural events such as the 2011 Foreign Language Festival is also available there. The 
objective is to encourage students to become multilingual, thereby helping them become more 
successful in this global and competitive market. 

  
The Department of World Languages is currently collaborating with Title I and Migrant Services 
and will host a parent involvement conference for Title I & Title III parents this spring. The 
primary focus of the various informative sessions is to empower parents with the tools 
necessary to help their children become academically successful. The sessions and materials 
will be offered in English and Spanish. 
  
As the ELL student population continues to increase and multilingualism grows in the global 
market, the Department of World Languages will ensure that the academic needs of all students 
are met and help them become successful contributors in the 21st century.  

  
Crossing Guard Appreciation Day 
  



School Crossing Guard Appreciation Day is Friday, February 4.  Throughout the school year our 
school crossing guards demonstrate a remarkable commitment to the safety of elementary 
school children.  Please be sure to express your appreciation for a job well done.  
  
Celebrate Literacy Week  
  
As part of Celebrate Literacy Week, January 24-28, Volusia County Schools participated in the 
Million Minute Marathon by setting aside 15 minutes to read something just for the joy of 
reading.  Fifty-one elementary, middle and high schools reported the minutes that individuals 
read during the marathon.  Volusia amassed an impressive total of 898,841 minutes.  
  
Tutors Needed for AVID Program 
  
College students are needed to tutor in the Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) 
Program at selected area Volusia County middle and high schools.  AVID is an internationally-
recognized program designed to help students enroll in a 4-year college. 
Tutors earn $8.69 per hour or higher for tutoring college-bound students under the direct 
supervision of an AVID elective teacher during the school day at times scheduled by each 
school.  Applicants must have completed a minimum of 48 college semester hours to be eligible 
to apply.  Recent college grads and qualified Volusia County substitute teachers are also 
encouraged to apply. 
  
The following schools currently offer the AVID elective class in east and southeast Volusia:  
Atlantic High, Campbell Middle, Holly Hill Middle, Mainland High and New Smyrna Beach 
Middle.  AVID is offered at the following schools in west and southwest Volusia: DeLand High, 
DeLand Middle, Deltona High, Deltona Middle, Galaxy Middle, Heritage Middle, Pine Ridge 
High, River Springs Middle, Southwestern Middle and Taylor Middle-High. 
  
For further information, contact Glenda Butler, AVID/Title I at 386-255-6475, 734-7190 or 427-
5223, ext. 53528 or email gcbutler@volusia.k12.fl.us or contact Sue Canning, AVID/VPK Project 
Manager at ext. 20670 or email scanning@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Application information can be found 
at http://myvolusiaschools.org by clicking on the Departments tab and selecting “AVID” in the 
Instructional Services column. 
  
Parents Invited to Participate in DOE Survey 
  
Parents of students served in Exceptional Student Education, Pre-K through grade 12, have an 
opportunity to participate in an online satisfaction survey provided by the Department of 
Education.  Parents may go online at www.ESEsurvey.com to complete the survey, which is 
available now through June 30.  A limited number of paper surveys will be sent to schools for 
those parents who cannot access the survey online.   
  
The 26-question survey is designed to provide the state with information on how well schools 
are supporting parents’ involvement in their child’s education.  Under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), states must report this information to the federal government 
on an annual basis.  Survey results are reported to the United States Department of Education, 
Office of Special Education Programs, as part of Florida’s Annual Performance Report.  To 
request a paper copy of the survey, contact Anna Kern, 386-734-7190, extension 53728.  For 
more information about the survey, contact Sheila Harlacher, 386-734-7190, extension 53720. 
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For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us. 
  
  
  
To view prior editions of e-News, please visit: http://www.volusia.k12.fl.us/communityinformation/E-News.htm  
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