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Be There 

  
Instead of trading presents, ask your child to do something special for a charity as a gift to you. 

  
  
Report Cards and Winter Break 
  
The second grading period ended today, December 16.  Grades will be available on the 
ParentPortal on Wednesday, January 5.  Report cards will be distributed on Tuesday, January 
11.  Parents can obtain information regarding the ParentPortal by contacting their child’s school. 
  
All schools are closed beginning Friday, December 17, for a teacher duty day/student holiday.  
Schools will continue to be closed through Friday, December 31.  District offices are closed 
Wednesday, December 22, through Friday, December 31.  On Monday, January 3, 2011, 
classes will resume and offices will reopen to the public. 
  
Parents Encouraged to Try New Success Measures Application 
~ Online resource highlights upcoming changes to Florida standards and tests ~  
  
A new web resource is now available to help parents learn about the changes to the courses 
and exams that will impact their students during the next few years. Dubbed the “Success 
Measures Pathway,” this online tool was created by the Florida Department of Education and is 
designed to provide parents and students with detailed information on what is being taught and 
tested in our classrooms.  
  
The Success Measures application will enable users to learn about the Florida standards, also 
referred to as the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards, and the specific exams that will 
be testing those particular standards. Parents have the option to select information based on the 
anticipated school year, along with the grade level and the courses in Reading/Language Arts, 
Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Health or Physical Education.  
  
To utilize this new tool, visit the Florida Department of Education website for Success Measures 
at www.fldoe.org/SuccessMeasures. 
  

http://www.fldoe.org/SuccessMeasures�


Southwestern Middle In the Running for Pepsi Grant 
  
Southwestern Middle School’s idea for Challenge Day is in the running for a $25,000 grant from 
Pepsi.  The winners are chosen by how many votes the project earns during the month.  
Anyone can vote for the project by visiting http://www.refresheverything.com/smschallengeday.  Just 
sign up at the site (name, email and birth date) and vote.  Another way to vote is to text 104301 
to PEPSI (73774). The Challenge Day program promotes self esteem; reduces teasing, racism, 
bullying; shifts peer pressure to positive peer support and inspires students to model the change 
they wish to see at their school.  The more people who vote on a daily basis, the greater the 
chance this program can be brought to Southwestern Middle School.  Voting ends December 
31, 2010. 
  
New Elementary “Z” School and Attendance Boundary Changes 
  
In school year 2011-2012, a new DeLand area elementary school will open at 729 Hazen 
Road.  The new attendance boundaries for the yet to be named school (currently dubbed 
Elementary “Z”), as well as the other DeLand area elementary schools, were approved by the 
School Board on April 13, 2010 after a series of community meetings at the affected schools. 
  
Letters to parents and guardians of students affected by the rezoning will be mailed in January 
with information on their child’s new school assignment for school year 2011-2012.  Additionally, 
attendance boundary maps are provided on the school district’s web site 
http://myvolusiaschools.org under the Facilities Department, Student Assignment.   If further 
information is needed, contact the zoning office at 386-734-7190 extension 50742. 
  
ParentPortal 
  
Report cards will be available January 5.  To access your child’s grades, log on to the 
ParentPortal.  More parents are logging on and realizing the benefits of having so much 
information about their child at their fingertips.  All you need to access ParentPortal is: 
•         a ParentPortal authorization code - all your child’s school if you do not have one for each 

child 
•         an e-mail address and access to the Internet (there are many Internet Service Providers 

who provide free e-mail accounts) 
  
Once the authorization code is issued: 
•         log on the Internet and go to http://myvolusiaschools.org  
•         select ParentPortal from the Quick Links box 
•         click on “Creating a new account” link on the ParentPortal homepage, which will walk you 

through the simple procedure of registering 
  
You now have access to a wealth of information about your child.  On ParentPortal you can 
monitor your child’s grades, attendance and tardiness, discipline referrals, report card history, 
FCAT history, interim reports and much more.  There is no more wondering – simply select the 
appropriate report. 
  

  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail 
VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us. 
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