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Be There 
  

Instead of trading presents, ask your child to do something special for a charity as a gift to you. 
  
  
Report Cards and Winter Break 
  
The second grading period ended December 15.  Report cards will be available on the 
ParentPortal Monday, January 9.  Report cards will be distributed beginning Friday, January 
13.  Parents can obtain information regarding the ParentPortal by contacting their child’s school. 
  
Friday, December 16, is a teacher duty day/student holiday.  Schools and district offices will be 
closed to the public beginning Monday, December 19.  District offices will reopen to the public 
on Tuesday, January 3.  Classes resume on Wednesday, January 4.  
  
Teacher of the Year Finalists Announced 
  
Each of Volusia County's public schools selected a Teacher of the Year, chosen by their peers, 
to compete for the honor of Volusia County School District's 2013 Teacher of the Year (see list 
of 70 nominees below).  The five finalists for the top honor are: 

•         Leslie Tobin Birney, 4th grade, Citrus Grove Elementary 
•         Kip Dickens-Best, 4th/5th grade, Pine Trail Elementary 
•         Heather H. Henderson, reading coach, University High 
•         Melissa A. Marple, kindergarten, Edgewater Public 
•         Sandra Jeter Tweedy, mathematics teacher, Spruce Creek High 

A Teacher of the Year sub-committee spent more than a week reading every application to 
select 15 semi-finalists.  Those applications were then read and ranked by a larger committee 
that chose the finalists.  The finalists were visited by a team responsible for determining who will 
be named the district’s winner.  The decision is based on observing teaching in the classroom 
and an individual interview with each candidate. The name of the winner will be kept confidential 
until the night of the awards ceremony.  The awards ceremony will be held at 6 p.m. on Friday, 



February 10, at the Hilton Daytona Beach Ocean Walk and is co-sponsored by FUTURES 
Foundation and the Daytona Regional Chamber of Commerce.   
  
The district Teacher of the Year will be nominated for the state Teacher of the Year program 
and will serve as Volusia’s representative of quality education throughout the 2012-2013 school 
year.  The current Volusia County Teacher of the Year is Christy Disinger, a 7th and 8th grade 
civics and American history teacher from DeLand Middle School.   
  
Southwestern Middle Celebrates 50th Year Anniversary 
  
Southwestern Middle School will celebrate its 50th anniversary by writing the “Story of 
Southwestern.”   Students, parents, alumni, friends, teachers/administrators and anyone else 
connected with the school’s past and present are asked to provide a story of their time at 
Southwestern or a remembrance of an individual.  Several people from the school’s past, as a 
high school, seventh grade center and middle school, are composing a historical narrative.   
  
A free barbeque will be held Saturday, January 28, a little more than 50 years from the time 
Southwestern High School opened its doors.  To get a FREE ticket to the barbeque share 
YOUR story.  Forms are available in the school’s main office, at local churches and on-line. It’s 
also available at http://www.southwesternmiddle.org/ which is still under construction and will be 
the residence of the “Story of Southwestern.”  Email your story to 
southwesternmshistory@gmail.com. Be sure to include your name, e-mail address and school 
attended/years attended.  If you choose to send your story by e-mail your name will 
automatically be added to the guest list for the January 28 celebration.  Southwestern Middle 
invites you to help start this journey by forwarding your story and joining in the celebration. 
  
Middle Schools Recycle Lunch Trays 
  
New Smyrna Beach Middle implemented a recycling program in their cafeteria using a Thermo 
Compactor, which recycles Styrofoam.  Students have been taught how to bring their trays to 
this unit for "its" dining pleasure, after they are finished consuming their lunches.  It has resulted 
in 20 fewer bags of trash per day during lunch time.  That equates to 100 bags less per week 
which would equate to 3600 bags less per school year.  The machine uses heat and pressure to 
reduce the 900 daily cafeteria diner trays down to a small volume.   The same machine is being 
used in 9 other middle schools: Campbell, Creekside, Deltona, Galaxy, Hinson, Holly Hill, 
Ormond, River Springs and Southwestern.  Now that is a positive impact on our environment! 
  
Kindergarten Students Exhibit Work at Arthaus 
  
ArtHaus is currently featuring the “Wee Create” Exhibit, which will continue through Friday, 
January 20. The exhibit highlights the creative works by kindergarten students in Volusia 
County.  ArtHaus is located at 3840 S. Ridgewood Avenue, Port Orange.  For more information, 
call (386) 767-0076. 
  
Chisholm Elementary Students Plant Organic Garden 
  
Chisholm Elementary’s second graders of Debra Cloer, Terri Hopkins and Jodie Digioia are 
growing an organic garden which functions as an extended learning outdoor classroom. 
 With weekly visits from Liz Dannemiller, Green Flamingo Organics of Oak Hill, students 
have learned how to solarize the soil, build a compost bin, and plant three raised-bed 
vegetable gardens with radishes, onions, lettuce, tatsoi, carrots, arugula, tomatoes, parsley, 
avocados, pineapples and sunflowers.  They are now harvesting and sampling their crops.  
The project is funded through the Bob Noss Grant provided by the Kiwanis Foundation of 
Southeast Volusia County.  Ms. Dannemiller donated the compost bin and Kevin Cloer, CSI 
Natural, built the three raised bed garden boxes and donated a rain barrel.  The second 
grade teachers are looking forward to extending the project school-wide in the future. 
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News of Note 
  

• Perry Sperber, teacher at Mainland High, received the Volusia Manufacturers 
Association “Manny” Award.  This places him in the VMS Hall of Fame, which is one of 
the VMA’s highest honors. 

• The Port Orange Family Days Community Trust distributed grants in the amount 
of $1500 to ten schools serving Port Orange students. 

• A student from Cypress Creek Elementary is a national winner in the poster contest for 
National Poison Prevention Week 2011.  Sierra Stratton, who is a 5th grader, won third 
place in the 3rd – 5th grade division.  Sierra created the poster as a student of Ektemal 
Francis-Hanna, an art teacher at the school.  

  
FUTURES Partners with Speedway 
  
In partnership with FUTURES, Daytona International Speedway is offering a special package 
deal for Volusia County School employees.  The package is $55 per person (regular price is $94 
per person) for the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series -2012 DIS Budweiser Shootout NSCS on 
Saturday, February 18, and includes: 

• General Admission ticket with infield access 
• Pre-race/Sprint FANZONE access 
• $10 Daytona Dollars 
• Children 12 and under are admitted free for this event 

Call 1-800-PIT-SHOP and reference the FUTURES/Volusia County Teacher Package. 
FUTURES will receive $10 from each ticket sale.   
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Be sure to look for ITV Launchpad on the home page of the district’s website (scroll down below 
District News).  This new feature presents video stories that provide a glimpse into Volusia 
County schools.  Currently featured is Creekside Middle honoring Veterans.  
  
Web-Listings for Volunteer and Business Partner Opportunities 
 

Interested in becoming a business partner or a volunteer?  Check out the opportunities available 
with our schools at Volunteer/Partnership Programs.   To learn more, visit the district’s website 
at http://myvolusiaschools.org.  Select the Parents & Students tab, scroll down to Programs and 
click Volunteers/Partners.   

 
 
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us. 
  
  

  
To view prior editions of e-News, please visit: http://www.volusia.k12.fl.us/communityinformation/E-News.htm  
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