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Be There 

  
When you think about what your family is thankful for, put being there for each other at the top 

of the list.   
Be there for your child every day. 

  
  

Thanksgiving Holiday 
  
The Thanksgiving holiday begins for students at the end of the today, Tuesday, November 22.  
Classes will resume on Monday, November 28.  District offices will be closed November 24 and 
25. 
  
New Leadership Evaluation System 
  
The Volusia System for Empowering Leaders (VSEL) is a leadership improvement system, 
managing the leader evaluation process and alignment to student achievement. Created in 
response to the Race to the Top grant and Florida statutes, VSEL is designed to increase 
student achievement by improving the quality of instructional, administrative and supervisory 
performance.   
  
VSEL is based on national and international research linking leadership performance to 
effective teaching and student results.  Praised by renowned national expert in educational 
leadership, Dr. Douglas Reeves, “what makes VSEL dramatically better than other evaluation 
systems is that it rewards cooperation and mutual support by principals rather than 
competition.”  Dr. Reeves goes on to say he is “very impressed with the work that has been 
done [by Volusia County Schools] and proud to be associated with such a thoughtful and 
challenging group of educational leaders.” 
  
Holly Hill School Celebrates Rededication  
  
This week, a crowd gathered in Holly Hill School’s new gymnasium to be a part of the 
rededication ceremony.  Holly Hill Elementary and Holly Hill Middle were merged onto one 



campus this school year, becoming home to the Bright Knights.  The school colors became 
black and red, one color from each school to represent the newly combined K-8 school.   
  
Champion Elementary Students Win International Media Festival Award 
  
Four students from Champion Elementary who recently won first place for their video book 
trailer “Emma’s Turtle” at the Jim Harbin Media Festival went on to win a medal at the 
International Student Media Festival.  The illustrator of the book, Marsha Winborn, whose 
permission was given to use some of the illustrations in the video, sent her congratulations to 
the media teacher Jacqueline Ouellette and students, Ansleigh Tyler, Lexi Torres, Trinity Wood, 
and Katelynn Kitchens.  The students who attended the festival took part in a workshop using 
an iPad and viewed the Student Producer Showcase.  Fellow award winners were from states 
as far away as California and countries such as Canada, China and the Republic of Korea.    
  
News of Note 
  

• Jennifer Russell, Cypress Creek Elementary student, won first place in Florida’s Pupil 
Transportation School Bus Safety Week poster contest.  She went on to win third place 
in the national competition. 

• Creekside Middle art teacher, Mike Nelson, has been selected to show his pottery at the 
very prestigious Winter Park Spring Art Festival in March. 

  
Web-Listings for Volunteer and Business Partner Opportunities 
 

Interested in becoming a business partner or a volunteer?  Check out the opportunities available 
with our schools at Volunteer/Partnership Programs.   To learn more, visit the district’s website 
at http://myvolusiaschools.org.  Select the Parents & Students tab, scroll down to Programs and 
click Volunteers/Partners.   

  
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us. 
  
  
  

To view prior editions of e-News, please visit: http://www.volusia.k12.fl.us/communityinformation/E-News.htm  
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