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Be There 

  
Teachable moments are everywhere. Find them and watch the ordinary become extraordinary. 

  
  

Let’s Work Together to Keep Our Students Safe 
  
Our students are being injured by vehicles at alarming rates.  Since school opened this year, 
nine students have been struck and injured by vehicles throughout the county.  Please do your 
part to keep our students safe.  Watch out for pedestrians and bicycles.  Expect children to be 
walking or riding bikes to and from school or their assigned bus stop between the hours of 6 am 
– 9 am and 1 pm – 5 pm. Obey the speed limits and stay alert. Urge your friends and neighbors 
to use caution when driving before and after school.  We must change this trend and work 
together to keep our students safe.  For tips on vehicle and pedestrian safely, visit 
http://www.flhsmv.gov/SafetyTips/index.html 
  
All-County Choral Music Festival This Weekend 
  
Volusia County Schools will hold its 39th Annual All-County Choral Music Festival in the 
auditorium at Mainland High School, 1255 W. International Speedway Blvd., Daytona Beach, 
featuring middle and high school choral music students.  This performance will be held at 7 p.m. 
on Saturday, October 15, and is open to the public.  There is no admission charge. This year’s 
festival will feature more than 150 of the finest choral musicians selected from the public 
schools throughout the county.  The ensembles will perform a broad spectrum of musical 
selections from a variety of styles.  
  
School Board Celebrates Dedication of Citrus Grove Elementary 
  
At 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, October 19, faculty, staff, and students of Citrus Grove Elementary 
School will celebrate the dedication of their new school along with school board members, 

http://www.flhsmv.gov/SafetyTips/index.html�


Superintendent Margaret Smith and community leaders.  The ceremony will be held in the 
courtyard area of the school, 729 Hazen Road, DeLand.  The event is open to the public.  
  
Redistricting - School Board Member Residence Areas 
  
The school board approved advertising map 10A establishing new residence areas for school 
board members based on the 2010 Census data.  A public hearing will be held at the November 
8 school board meeting prior to final adoption.  Click here to view map.   
 
Local Task Force Launches Prescription Drug Forum 
  
Despite new laws and a heightened social awareness, prescription drug abuse remains at 
epidemic levels.  And with pharmaceutical-related crime, deaths and addiction on the rise, 
virtually everyone agrees that more must be done at the grass-roots level to combat the growing 
problem.  With that in mind, the Substance Abuse Task Force for Volusia and Flagler Counties 
is launching a Community Forum to unite local organizations in a common search for solutions.  
In the planning stages for nearly eight months, the Community Forum is scheduled for October 
27 in Daytona Beach and is open to the public.  The event is free.  Click here for details.  
  
Disability History and Awareness Weeks, October 3 – 14 
  
The first two weeks in October each year are designated as “Disability History and 
Awareness Weeks.”  During October 3-14, school districts are encouraged to provide disability 
history and awareness instruction in all K-12 public schools.  Volusia County Schools’ 
Exceptional Student Education and Student Services Department has compiled a list of 
resources and ideas that teachers and schools might utilize to celebrate this event.  This list has 
been distributed district-wide. 
  
In addition, through the support of the Council for Exceptional Children local chapter 563, a 
contest will be sponsored by the Exceptional Student Education and Student Services 
Department.  Two ESE teachers with the most creative school-wide Disability History and 
Awareness Weeks plans will be rewarded with gift cards.   
  
The goals of disability history and awareness instruction include: 1) better treatment of 
individuals with disabilities in society (especially youth in school) and increased attention to 
preventing the bullying or harassment of students with disabilities; 2) encouragement to 
individuals with disabilities to develop self-esteem, resulting in more individuals with disabilities 
gaining pride, obtaining postsecondary education, entering the workforce, and contributing to 
their communities; and 3) reaffirmation of commitment to the full inclusion of and equal 
opportunity for all individuals with disabilities. 
  
Celebrate Bus Safety Week, October 17-21 
  
As we celebrate Bus Safety Week, the Student Transportation Department urges all residents, 
particularly parents of our school children, to take a moment to reflect on what an asset the 
yellow school bus is and the great work that is performed for our children by the school bus 
drivers who carry our children to and from school each day.  We encourage moms and dads, 
community leaders, and other school officials to take some time to learn more about yellow 
school bus transportation in our school communities. It is an important part of the learning day 
and provides a secure, effective, efficient, energy-saving and pollution-reducing means to 
bringing our children to school. 
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Let's consider for a moment the yellow school buses that carry our children: 
The yellow school bus is designed to exacting, time-tested national standards and further 
manufactured to meet additional safety standards set forth by the state of Florida.  Its distinctive 
yellow coloring is further accentuated by scientifically designed lighting and signage. Those 
factors are intended to ensure the visibility of the school bus on our highways and roadways and 
are part of the formula that keeps our children safe.  The school bus is also constructed in ways 
that ensure the safety of the children and driver who are riding within its shell. Here again, every 
element, material and construction process is consistent with federal and state standards 
including the steel ribbed frame and seating configurations of the school bus. 
  
Each vehicle is inspected per statute by a state certified school bus inspector and is expected to 
meet the highest inspection standards every 30 school days.   Inspections consider over 160 
inspection points and school buses can be taken immediately out of service if they fail to meet 
these standards. 
  
Now let's consider the school bus drivers who drive those school buses: 
It takes a lot to get behind the wheel of a yellow school bus.  A school bus driver must first be 
licensed with a Commercial Drivers License that means they meet rigorous federal and state 
training, testing and licensing requirements. They must further attain a 'passenger' endorsement 
meaning that they can drive a commercial vehicle that carries human beings and then they must 
further receive an "S" endorsement meaning that they can drive a commercial vehicle that 
carries our students.   Each step along the way requires additional learning and testing before 
they can move on to the next level. 
  
Once they are licensed appropriately, school bus drivers must undergo a criminal background 
check that screens their backgrounds to determine if they have been convicted of any crimes 
that would disqualify them to transport our children. They must complete the 40-hour basic 
training program and pass a driving skills test.  They are also subjected to random drug and 
alcohol testing to ensure that they are not using such substances as drivers.   They must also 
participate in a minimum of 8-hours of driver refresher programs annually to ensure that their 
skills are sharp and that they are aware of changes in laws as well as aware of current issues 
affecting children (school-based bullying, for example). 
  
As we observe National School Bus Safety Week, October 17 – 21, the school transportation 
professionals in your school district are hard at work to make certain that all systems are 
"READY TO GO!" for the more than 25,000 students who will climb aboard a yellow school bus 
each and every day!  
  
Web-Listings for Volunteer and Business Partner Opportunities 
 

Interested in becoming a business partner or a volunteer?  Check out the opportunities available 
with our schools at Volunteer/Partnership Programs.   To learn more, visit the district’s website 
at http://myvolusiaschools.org.  Select the Parents & Students tab, scroll down to Programs and 
click Volunteers/Partners.   

  
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us. 
  
  
  

To view prior editions of e-News, please visit: http://www.volusia.k12.fl.us/communityinformation/E-News.htm  
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