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Be There 

  
Start the new year off by connecting with your child in meaningful ways during the every day 

moments of life. 
  
Military and First Responders Share Expertise with Students 
  
At 8 a.m. on Friday, January 27, University High School will host the 6th Annual EMS/Military 
Expo highlighting 37 federal, state and local agencies.  Juniors and seniors from area high 
schools (DeLand, Deltona, New Smyrna Beach, Pine Ridge and University) will have the 
opportunity to talk to first responders and learn about possible future careers with agencies such 
as the U.S. Custom Border Protection, Volusia County SWAT Team, U.S. Army, U.S. Coast 
Guard and U.S. Navy. 
  
The program will include a demonstration by the Volusia County SWAT Team, the landing of a 
U.S. Coast Guard HH-60 helicopter, the display of the U.S. Coast Guard Dolphin MH-65D and 
U.S. Navy T-57 and a K-9 demonstration by the U.S. Customs Border Protection.  The day will 
conclude with a visit from Major General David Mann, U.S. Army Recruiting Command, who will 
speak to the first graduating class from University High. 
On Saturday, January 28, the community is invited to “Run with the Titans,” a 5K road race 
which begins at 8 a.m.  Cost is $25 through January 15 and $30 the day of the race. To register, 
visit steepletiming.com.  Proceeds will support the Wounded Warrior Foundation.  In addition, a 
Kids Super Mile race will be open to students in 8th grade and below. The run will be followed by 
an EMS vs. Military softball game at 11 a.m. 
  
Southwestern Middle Celebrates 50th Year Anniversary 
  
Southwestern Middle School will celebrate its 50th anniversary by writing the “Story of 
Southwestern.”   Students, parents, alumni, friends, teachers/administrators and anyone else 
connected with the school’s past and present are asked to provide a story of their time at 
Southwestern or a remembrance of an individual.  Several people from the school’s past, as a 
high school, seventh grade center and middle school, are composing a historical narrative.   



  
A free barbeque will be held Saturday, January 28, a little more than 50 years from the time 
Southwestern High School opened its doors.  To get a FREE ticket to the barbeque, share 
YOUR story.  Forms are available in the school’s main office, at local churches and on-line at 
http://myvolusiaschools.org, where you can navigate to the schools tab and then to Southwestern 
Middle School.   It’s also available at www.southwesternmiddle.org  which is still under 
construction and will be the residence of the “Story of Southwestern.”  Email your story to 
southwesternmshistory@gmail.com. Be sure to include your name, e-mail address and school 
attended/years attended.  If you choose to send your story by e-mail your name will 
automatically be added to the guest list for the January 28 celebration.  Southwestern Middle 
invites you to help start this journey by forwarding your story and joining in the celebration. 
  
Deltona High Hosts Authors’ Night 
  
The Deltona High School Literacy Leadership Team is sponsoring “Authors’ Night” from 6 -8 
p.m. on Monday, January 30, in the school’s media center.  Several independent authors from 
around the country, who are members of the Paranormal Plumes Society, will visit Deltona High 
to encourage students to become not only readers, but writers.  One of the authors co-wrote her 
book with her son, a Deltona High School graduate, while another author has a daughter 
attending the school as a junior.  Eight authors will be available to discuss how to make the 
dream of becoming a published author a reality.   The event will include a book signing and is 
open to the public.  
  
Spruce Creek High Named GRAMMY Signature School Semifinalist 
  
The GRAMMY Foundation recently announced Spruce Creek High has been selected as a 
GRAMMY Signature School semifinalist, one of 125 schools nationwide.  Finalists will be 
announced in mid-March.  The GRAMMY Foundation was established in 1989 to cultivate the 
understanding, appreciation and advancement of the contribution of recorded music to 
American culture from the artistic and technical legends of the past to the still unimagined 
musical breakthroughs of future generations of music professionals.  The Foundation works in 
partnership with its founder, The Recording Academy, to bring national attention to important 
issues such as the value and impact of music and arts education and the urgency of preserving 
our rich cultural heritage.  
  
Career Academies Prepare Students for Future 
  
Each school day more than 20,000 students are attending Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) courses.  Four-thousand of these students are enrolled in the district’s Career 
Academies.  The academies and programs that offer these CTE courses are designed to 
prepare our next generation  for work,  post secondary education, and community leadership.   
The challenge of providing a quality workforce education program to positively impact economic 
development in Volusia County is shared by the school district and the Career Connection 
Cadre, chaired by Teresa Rogers.  The cadre represents the business community, 
postsecondary institutions, Center for Business Excellence (Workforce Development Board), 
economic development agencies, chambers of commerce, and other community organizations. 
  
Volusia has been recognized by the Ford Motor Company as a Leadership Level Next 
Generation Learning Community.   Thirty-four career academies form the base for this 
recognition.  The success of the academies can be directly linked to outstanding CTE and core 
academic teachers, noteworthy business partnerships, parents and students who have a stake 
in the rigorous career based curriculum.  
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The district and Cadre have developed a five-year strategic plan to target future academy 
growth in high skill high wage industries.  Superintendent Margaret Smith and CTE Coordinator 
Tom Besaw will be presenting, “Schools and Community, Partners in Economic Development,” 
at the National Conference on Education to be held in Houston in February 2012. 
  
News of Note 
  

• Creekside Middle School was recently awarded a $1000 donation from the Pfizer 
Foundation Volunteer Program. The donation was secured by eighth grade parent, 
Joseph Jeter, an employee of Pfizer, who nominated Creekside as part of the company's 
commitment to investing in the communities of the employees. Mr. Jeter is a member of 
the school's PTSA and SAC. Creekside plans to use the funds to provide academic 
assistance to students. 

• Jordan McMillon, an 7th grade student at River Springs Middle, is a third generation dirt 
track racer.  He recently won his first race on his third attempt at Bubba Raceway Park. 
His dad, Tim, raced in Barberville 2005-08 and his grandfather, Milton McMillon, raced in 
the 1960s in DeLand. 

• Chisholm Elementary’s Lady Cat Dance Team will perform Friday, January 20, in the 
Volusia County Dances Concert at the News-Journal Center.  The show, which begins at 
7:30 p.m., brings together the best in dance performance from Volusia County public 
schools and private dance studios.   The dancers from Chisholm will be performing two 
numbers under the direction of Nikki Dill, dance director and choreographer.  The Lady 
Cat Dance Team has performed for 10 years and is comprised of elementary-aged girls 
from Chisholm Elementary.  Their goal is to learn proper dance techniques, respect, 
teamwork and showmanship.   

  
ITV Launchpad on District’s Website 
  
Be sure to look for ITV Launchpad on the home page of the district’s website (scroll down below 
District News).  This new feature presents video stories that provide a glimpse into Volusia 
County schools.  Currently featured is the VanGo Mobile Museum Exhibit.  

 
 
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us. 
  
  

  
To view prior editions of e-News, please visit: http://www.volusia.k12.fl.us/communityinformation/E-News.htm  
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