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Be There 
Start the new year off by connecting with your child in meaningful ways  

during the everyday moments of life. 
  
  

High School Showcase on Tuesday 
  
Eighth grade parents and students are encouraged to attend the High School Showcase which 
will be held on Tuesday, January 11, at the Volusia County Fairgrounds.   The event, which is 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., showcases 34 career academies, career and technical education 
programs, and art and music offerings in Volusia’s ten high schools.  Career academies 
integrate college-preparatory curriculum with career and technical programs and courses.  
Academies are designed to be relevant to students’ interests and rigorous in drawing the 
relationship between their career interest and the core subjects, English, mathematics, science, 
and social studies.  Students participate in project based learning opportunities, integrated 
instruction, hands-on learning, field studies, service learning, career shadowing and 
internships.  Teacher teams, in conjunction with business partners, provide the real-world skills 
necessary for students to be successful in post-secondary education and in today’s work 
environment.  For a listing of Volusia’s Career Academies, please go to www.career-
connection.org.   
             
Students and parents are encouraged to meet and speak with academy teachers, students and 
school administrators about the opportunities available to them in Volusia’s High Schools at the 
High School Showcase. 
  
Five Elementary Schools Awarded Grant Focusing on Science 
  
Recently five Volusia County elementary schools were awarded a one-year, $730,000 grant 
focused on increasing science achievement and technology literacy. Osceola, Ortona, Ormond 
Beach, Orange City and McInnis elementary schools joined together to collaborate on a project 
that integrates mobile devices, such as the iPad, iPod and Macbook into daily teaching and 
learning. Teachers are participating in joint professional development opportunities to increase 
their ability to incorporate these new technologies into their classrooms. Students are creating 
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videos, podcasts, websites, and using Web 2.0 tools as part of their new high-tech learning 
environment. In addition, all five schools have been provided with school-wide wireless access, 
increasing their ability to utilize mobile technology on a daily basis. 
  
Six Walking School Bus Programs in Full Swing 
  
Pride Starting Bicycle Train 
Pride Elementary will soon expand their Walking School Bus Program to include a bicycle train.  
The bicycle train will operate the same as a walking school bus with a designated route and 
adult supervision.   Pride is looking for bike donations to support the program.  
  
South Daytona Operates Eight Walking School Bus Routes 
South Daytona Elementary operates Volusia County’s largest Walking School Bus Program.  
They have eight walking routes, each one supervised by a parent or teacher.  At the conclusion 
of each walk, students receive a safety or educational incentive item.  Approximately 75 
students participate in the program regularly. 
  
Spirit Walking Bus Operated by Parents 
Every Wednesday morning 20 to 30 students meet to walk a one-mile route to Spirit 
Elementary.  Spirit’s program is unique in Volusia County in that they have three designated 
walking bus stops along their route.  Students wait for the walking school bus at these stops.  
Spirit is planning to expand its program to include a second walking day.  This is the only 
program in Volusia County that is completely run by parents. 
  
Starke’s Walking Event is a Big Success! 
Close to 100 students participated in the December 15th Walking School Bus kick-off event at 
Starke Elementary.  Parents, teachers, safety officers and a koala bear accompanied walkers!  
Starke has identified three walking routes and will operate the program as a walk home from 
school.  This program is the first in Volusia County to partner with the Boys & Girls Club and the 
DeLand Park District.    
  
Turie T. Small – “Move it Mondays” & “Footloose Fridays”  
A Turie T. Small Elementary grandmother is spearheading their walking school bus.  A kick-off 
event is scheduled for January 10th with students walking home from school.  Drummers will 
accompany the walkers.  Turie T. Small’s walking school bus will operate two days per week 
along a designated route.  Forty students are expected to participate. 
  
Westside Keeps on Walking! 
Twenty-five students participate in Westside Elementary’s Walking School Bus Program.  
Students have their choice of three walking routes, all of which are supervised by teachers.  
Additionally, Westside hosts a large walking event five times per year.  Students meet at a 
designated spot and walk to school as a group.  This popular program attracts hundreds of 
walkers. 
  
Parents Encouraged to Try New Success Measures Application 
~ Online resource highlights upcoming changes to Florida standards and tests ~  
  
A new web resource is now available to help parents learn about the changes to the courses 
and exams that will impact their students during the next few years. Dubbed the “Success 
Measures Pathway,” this online tool was created by the Florida Department of Education and is 
designed to provide parents and students with detailed information on what is being taught and 
tested in our classrooms.  



  
The Success Measures application will enable users to learn about the Florida standards, also 
referred to as the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards, and the specific exams that will 
be testing those particular standards. Parents have the option to select information based on the 
anticipated school year, along with the grade level and the courses in Reading/Language Arts, 
Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Health or Physical Education.  
  
To utilize this new tool, visit the Florida Department of Education website for Success Measures 
at www.fldoe.org/SuccessMeasures. 
  
ParentPortal – Report Cards Now Available 
  
Report cards are now available.  To access your child’s grades, log on to the ParentPortal.  
More parents are logging on and realizing the benefits of having so much information about their 
child at their fingertips.  All you need to access ParentPortal is: 
•         a ParentPortal authorization code - all your child’s school if you do not have one for each 

child 
•         an e-mail address and access to the Internet (there are many Internet Service Providers 

who provide free e-mail accounts) 
  
Once the authorization code is issued: 
•         log on the Internet and go to http://myvolusiaschools.org  
•         select ParentPortal from the Quick Links box 
•         click on “Creating a new account” link on the ParentPortal homepage, which will walk you 

through the simple procedure of registering 
  
You now have access to a wealth of information about your child.  On ParentPortal you can 
monitor your child’s grades, attendance and tardiness, discipline referrals, report card history, 
FCAT history, interim reports and much more.  There is no more wondering – simply select the 
appropriate report. 

  
  
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, 
please e-mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us. 
  
  
  

To view prior editions of e-News, please visit: http://www.volusia.k12.fl.us/communityinformation/E-News.htm  
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