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Be There 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Here is an idea on how you can Be There for your child. As a surprise - leave a caring note in 
your child’s lunchbox or under his/her pillow that says you are proud of your child and love 

him/her. 

                                                                              

Chief Financial Officer Announced 
 

Ms. Debra Muller has been appointed to the district’s Chief Financial Officer position, effective 
today. Ms. Muller was selected after an extensive search process to fill that position vacated by 
Dr. Robert Moll who retired earlier this month.  Welcome to Team Volusia, Ms. Muller! 

 
FSA Results and School Grades 
 

We encourage you support our students, teachers and schools by reacting to the Florida 
Department of Education's intended use of the 2015 Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) data. 
Currently, its planned use will have statewide negative impacts on students, teachers, school 
grades and the local economy. State law requires that test results be used for school grades; 
teacher evaluations; and the placement, promotion and graduation requirements of students.  
  
Only the legislature can change the above requirements.  If you would like to send an e-mail to 
your House and Senate representatives, below are several talking points you can use: 

 

 Suspend school grades for one year and instead use FSA data only as a benchmark for 

students, not to calculate A-F grades for public schools or to evaluate teachers. 

 The FSA is a high stakes test, and students across the state were negatively impacted by 

all of the problems during its administration.  

 Learning gains are an important component of the school grading formula.  Since the test 

is new and learning gains cannot be calculated, school grades will not reflect the true 

performance and growth of our students and our schools. A school grade without a 

learning gains component does not show a true picture of student achievement. 

http://myvolusiaschools.org/school-board/Pages/Legislative-Information.aspx


For further information, this Daytona Beach News Journal Community Voices column gives an 
excellent, easy to understand explanation about why school grades should not be calculated this 
year: bit.ly/1LyJCuW. 

 
Volusia School Board Requests More Local Control Over Education: Seeks Same 
Flexibility As Charter Schools 
  

Volusia County School Board members recently approved a proposed state legislation request titled 
the "District School Board Educational Innovation and Home Rule Powers Act."   The purpose of 
the legislation is to extend the same flexibility granted to all charter schools to district school 
boards.  Florida school districts are extensively regulated by state statutes and rules of the State 
Board of Education.  This legislation would increase the home rule powers of locally elected 
school boards to match those granted to charter schools.  Increased local control over educational 
programs, operations and finances will grant district school boards new flexibility to increase 
student academic achievement, innovation and financial efficiencies.      
 
The proposed legislation is part of the district's plan to increase academic achievement and 
financial efficiencies, and will be distributed to the Volusia County state legislative delegation, and 
other state legislators, as a formal request of the Volusia County School Board for the upcoming 
2016 Florida regular legislative session.  The exercise of increased local control will afford both 
low and high performing school districts the opportunity to increase performance, innovation and 
efficiencies that are not currently permitted under extensive state regulation (PowerPoint 

presentation). 

 

Check Out ITV Launchpad 
 

Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad – Million Father March. 

                                               
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

 
Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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