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Be There 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

During the summer months, have the entire family talk about something they read.   
Make memorable moments together. 

 

Report Cards 
 

The last day of school for students was June 3.  Teachers end their year tomorrow, June 5.  For 
elementary students, report cards will be available on the ParentPortal Monday, June 8, and 
distribution will begin Thursday, June 11.  Report cards for grades 6-12 will be delayed until 
End-of-Course exam scores are received from the Florida Department of Education.  Parents 
will be notified as soon as report cards are available on the ParentPortal and for pick-up at their 
child’s school. 

 
Schools and District Offices Closed Fridays 
 

Schools and district offices will be closed Friday, June 12, as part of the district’s energy cost-
savings initiative.  Schools and district offices will also be closed on June 19, June 26, July 3, 
July 10, July 17, July 24, July 31 and August 7. 

 
Hurricane Season Is Here 
 

Hurricane season started June 1 and will continue through November 30.  Disaster prevention 
includes modifying your home to strengthen it against storms so that you can be as safe as 
possible. It also includes having the supplies on hand to weather the storm.  Visit the National 

Hurricane Center’s website for more information. 

 Be Informed – What to do before, during and after an emergency. 
 Make A Plan – Prepare, plan and stay informed for emergencies. Download the Family 

Emergency Plan, discuss the information with your family and practice it at least twice a 

year. 
 Build A Kit – Build a kit for disasters to be prepared.  A disaster supply kit is simply a 

collection of basic items your household may need in an emergency 

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/disaster_prevention.shtml
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/disaster_prevention.shtml
http://www.ready.gov/be-informed
http://www.ready.gov/make-a-plan
http://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Family_Emegency_Plan.pdf
http://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Family_Emegency_Plan.pdf
http://www.ready.gov/build-a-kit


 
News of Note 
Submitted by each school’s Key Communicator 
 

Blue Lake Elementary was filled with the sound of music.  Second graders, led by music 
teacher Mr. Leder, performed “The Best of Annie” featuring several songs from the hit Broadway 
musical.  There were nearly 100 students performing that night.  Food, drink and music!  It was 
a great night out for Blue Lake families who enjoyed watching their children and grandchildren 
perform.   
 
Blue Lake Elementary students strived to reach 40,000 points this year in Reading Counts.  If 
they made their goal they could slime their Principal Mr. Williams.  Drum roll please……….they 
had over 53,000 points!   Students who participated in the Reading Counts program had their 
name placed in a bucket for their grade level.  Mr. Williams drew the names of one boy and one 
girl from each grade level for the chance to slime him.  Students and faculty cheered each child 
on as they dipped their cup in the bucket of slime and poured it over Mr. Williams head.  Blue 
Lake students are avid readers and all the faculty and staff are proud of their achievement.  
 
Blue Lake Elementary held its 3rd Annual Fifth Grade Field Day on May 12.  Freedom 
Elementary’s fifth grade students joined Blue Lake Elementary’s fifth graders in a fun-filled day 
of activities and food.  There were many stations of games and activities.  A ninja course was 
set up by Championship Martial Arts instructor Sensei Hill.  The Chick-fil-A cow stopped by to 
cheer students on as they played the corn hole game and gave out coupons.  Over 30 DeLand 
High students volunteered to help staff the stations.  Frontier Communications had volunteers 
as well.  Vo-Lasalle Farms donated oranges for this event, what a nice treat to have fresh 
oranges.  McDonald’s donated their tasteful orange drink to help keep the students and 
volunteers hydrated.  The enticing smell of hot dogs made everyone hungry. Thanks to the 
Victoria Gardens Women’s Club, everyone enjoyed a delicious hot dog.  What a great day of 
camaraderie between Blue Lake and Freedom’s fifth grade students.  It was a perfect way to 
end the school year and make new friends as the students go to middle school together.  
 
Thank you to FUTURES and the News-Journal for sponsoring the Champion Black BARE 
Grant. Mr. Tom Bull and Mainland High art students mentored Champion Elementary students 
by working in small groups and guiding students through planning and illustrating the covers of 
their books.  Students wrote stories about spending the day with an early Florida tribe: the 
Calusa Indians, the Tequesta Indians, the Timucua Indians, the Apalachee Indians and the 
Tocobaga Indians.   
 
Chisholm Elementary Lady Cats presented their 13th Annual Lady Cat Spring Fling, So You 

Think You Can Dance?  The event was held on May 14 and was a packed evening with 
performances by the Lady Cats, Kitty Cats, and even faculty and staff joining in with the Electric 
Slide.  Art teacher, Ms. Catie Tappen, and her art students held a silent auction and artist 
trading cards before the Spring Fling began.  Thank you to Mrs. Niki Dill, 4th grade teacher, for 
her dedication to the Lady Cats and to Ms. Tappen for her work with our art students. 
 
Fifth grade gifted teacher, Ms. Nicole McDonald, and her class decided to repurpose an old 
wagon into a mobile (moving) garden to bring joy to all who walk Chisholm Elementary’s 

campus.  She enlisted the help of Mr. and Mrs. Burns (Sienna's parents) to help create the mini 
garden.  They purchased hearty, sun-loving flowers that would thrive.  The students helped 
scoop dirt, plant flowers and water daily.  Sienna is in charge of moving the garden each 
day.  Many compliments have been made from staff members, students and families who love 

http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/Chisholm%20Spring%20Fling.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/Chisholm%20Spring%20Fling%20Dance.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/Chisholm%20Mobile%20Garden.jpg


to see where it will "sprout" up each day.  It's been so much fun!  Next year, the class is hoping 
to create a few more mobile gardens. 
 
Chisholm Elementary music teacher, Ms. Lisa Lanier, along with her music students, 
presented a music program entitled Sing, Sing, Sing on May 27.  Second, third, fourth and fifth 
grade students had a wonderful time showing off their musical talents.  Songs were performed by 

grade levels as well as small groups and individuals.  Titles of songs included “Sing, Sing, Sing,” 
“The Water is Wild,” and a fun filled song, “Never Smile at a Crocodile.”  Fifth graders sang a 
moving rendition of “We Shall Not be Moved.”  Chisholm students are so talented! 
 
Chisholm Elementary hosted its Annual Career Fair to give 4th and 5th graders an opportunity 
to explore career options.  This early awareness initiative brings together representatives from 
traditional and non-traditional fields with the intention of exposing students to the many options 
available to them through education and motivation.  Students had the opportunity to try out 
karate and yoga moves, listen to a bee keeper and an author, as well as the New Smyrna Beach 
police and fire departments and many others from the community.  The fair was coordinated by 

School Counselor Marla DeLoach Griffin. 
 
Congratulations to Nicole Duchesneau, Citrus Grove Elementary teacher!  The Greater DeLand 

Chamber of Commerce brought back the Crystal Apple award to West Volusia this year and 25 
educators were honored.  There were four winners that were selected from all of those 
nominated and Nicole was selected as one of four Crystal Apple Award recipients.  Thank you 
Nicole for all that you do for our students, school and community each and every day. 
 
There are so many teachers and staff members to recognize at the Grove.   Marcia Myers is 
Citrus Grove Elementary’s first year teacher of the year.  Tim Martin and Monica Reulbach 
were named Citrus Grove’s math and science teachers of the year and Cyndy Collins was 
named social studies teacher of the year.  In addition to these wonderful teachers, staff 
members were recognized:  Lindsey Howard is the school’s nominee for Extended Day 
Enrichment Program Group Leader of the year.  Shelley Linger was honored as ESE staff 
member of the year at the ESE banquet.  Each of these staff members go above and beyond 
and make Citrus Grove a better place to be!  
 
Third graders at Coronado Beach Elementary partnered with the Coronado Performing Pirates to 
present “How to Be a Pirate in Seven Easy Songs” by Greg Gilpin.  Two performances were held 
for students and parents.  The musical was directed by Ms. Brenda Brock, music teacher. 

 
Congratulations to Dr. Jennie Hughes, Deltona High assistant principal, for being selected as 
the 2015 Special Education Administrator of the Year.  Dr. Hughes was recognized at a 
reception at the school. 
 
Congratulations to David Meredith, Deltona Lakes Elementary teacher, who received the CEC 
(Council for Exceptional Children) Teacher of the Year Award.  Mr. Meredith was honored for his 

use of technology in the classroom and for always pushing his students to do their best, despite 
their disabilities. In addition, three Deltona Lakes Elementary staff members were nominated for 
Paraprofessional of the Year including: Dara Hill (ESE Substitute), Hailey Merritt (ESE 
Paraprofessional), and Catherine Inglima (Speech Paraprofessional). The CEC is a professional 
organization that focuses on raising disability awareness, fundraising for ESE scholarships and 
teacher mini grants, and professional development.  Sacha Cartagena, Deltona Lakes 
Elementary teacher, is the president-elect for the Volusia Chapter. 
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Deltona Lakes Elementary hosted an “Almost End of the Year Bash” on May 19.  What a 
HUGE success! Hundreds of students and their families came for music, food, fun and 
games.  There were inflatables galore -- an obstacle course, bounce house, baseball and 
basketball – as well as other games like corn hole, Bingo for Books, and more.  Over 900 hotdogs 
were served along with French fries, drinks, popcorn and sno-cones!  

 
The Big Red Bus was at Deltona Lakes Elementary to accept blood donations for Logan 
Collier, the younger brother of a pre-kindergarten ESE student who recently had brain 
surgery.  A gigantic thank you to all of the people who took part in the festivities.  It could not 
have been done without their support and participation. Thanks to the parents and staff who 
have supported the PTA, VIPS, Book Fair, Spirit Nights, Box Tops, Skate Night, Shoparoo and 
Top Shelf Car Wash fundraisers.  The school was able to put on this great event at no cost to 
families.  A special ‘thank you’ to the PTA and extended day program for their generous 
donations and to the amazing office staff who spearheaded the event.  
 
Deltona Lakes Elementary was one of three schools in Florida (and the only one in Volusia 
County) selected to receive a two-year Arbordale Fun eReader® grant.  This grant gives the 
school free access to all science and math picture book titles in the Arbordale library in both 
English and Spanish.  This access is not only for all computers and tablets in the school, but 
also the code is provided to send home with students so families can read and do the activities 
together.  Congratulations to 1st grade teacher, Mrs. Debbie Johnson, for securing the grant 
with the assistance of intervention teacher Mrs. Hope Noga.  
 
Deltona Lakes Elementary collected 5,460 pounds of clothing during the AMVETS clothing drive 
in April.  That’s over 2.5 tons… and a new school record! The 2-week collection is held twice 
each year as a fundraiser and donations increase substantially each time. Congratulations to 
the top classes: Mrs. Hoskins’ 2nd grade, Ms. Broughton’s 4th grade and Mrs. Perdue’s ESE 
class.  They were treated to a pizza party courtesy of AMVETS. 
 
Deltona Lakes Elementary’s Color Run raised over $4,634.  The top students in each grade 
level enjoyed a silly string party with the principal, Ms. Rivera. 

 
Young authors were celebrated at Edgewater Public on May 13.  A student from each class 
was selected to represent writing talent that is nurtured at the school.  Writers were seated with 
writers from other grade levels and shared their picture books around the table.  Parents and 
guardians were invited to see their young author in action at a publishing party.  The children are 

sure to continue writing! 
 
Friendship Elementary had the occasion to celebrate two faculty members receiving special 
recognition. Mackenzie Fay, a second grade teacher, is Friendship Elementary’s “First Year 
Teacher of the Year.”  Mackenzie’s enthusiastic and positive approach to teaching coupled with 
her excellent teaching skills earned her this nomination. Diana Dean, school counselor, was 
Friendship’s nominee for the DeLand Chamber of Commerce’s "Crystal Apple Award."  Diana 
was selected for her contributions to the school, particularly her work with local agencies to help 
families with resources  
 
George Marks Elementary students raised over $2,356 for Jump Rope for Heart.  The students 

gathered pledges from friends and family and then did the jump rope challenge during PE.  The 
funds will be donated to the American Heart Association. 
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George Marks Elementary’s Early Act Club is a student service organization sponsored by the 

DeLand Rotary.  Members of the Rotary take a leadership role in teaching students how to 
become more service-minded, how to conduct and run meetings and help them choose a 
school- based service project.  Students had been learning about being an “Upstander” in 
classroom counseling classes and making and decorating their own footprints to hang up 
around the school.  Early Act chose to extend this lesson by re-creating the Positive Footprints 
project started by a school in California.  Students painted footprints in high traffic areas of the 
school and printed positive messages promoting self-confidence, standing up for others and 
kindness.  The students also designed and sold bracelets for $1 each and voted as a group to 
donate the money to the school’s art department.  What a great idea this was as art materials 
are consumable, expensive and will benefit all George Marks Elementary students. 
 
Horizon Elementary Pre-K Multi, Mild VE, and Headstart classes participated in its first Special 

Olympics Young Athletes Celebration on May 22.  Throughout the school year the students 
practiced a variety of skills, such as running, jumping, balancing, throwing, grasping, stacking, 

etc.  The pre-K teachers and their assistants coached the students, teaching them the various 
skills. Twenty-six students showed off their various abilities, as well as 15 Play Pals who 
assisted each student around the field as they rotated through the variety of stations.  The skills 
were differentiated to accommodate each student’s level of ability.  Principal Gary Harms, 
presented each student with an Olympic Medal during the awards ceremony.  Superintendent 

Tom Russell joined local and county personnel in celebrating our young athletes. 
 
Student representatives from every class participated in Horizon Elementary’s annual Young 

Authors Celebration.  Students and their families received personalized invitations to the event 

held in the media center which was decorated with balloons and flowers.  Principal Gary Harms 
presented each student with a certificate and pin.  The students also received bound books that 
included all of the student writing.  The students had the opportunity to share their writing with 

each other and with their families. Teachers selected a class representative to participate in the 
celebration, choosing the best student writing from the school year.  In some cases the students 
voted on their class representative.  Writings included fantasy stories, poems, persuasive 
essays, collaborative stories, and expository essays.  “The selections have changed over the 
years,” commented media specialist Katy Fay.  “In the past, the writing was primarily 
fiction.  Our students have learned that they have many ways to express themselves through 
their writing.”  She also commented that compiling the book was different this year.  “Many of 
our students took the opportunity to share their writing with me through Office 365.  I, in turn, 
have shared the Young Authors book with them so that they have a digital copy as well as a 
hard copy.” 
 
Students at Indian River Elementary participated in the Volusia County Fitness Festival, with 

Coach Bob Schultz as supervisor, at Seabreeze High.  Participants were Olivia Fidler, Skyler 
Corr (fourth place, mile and fifth place, 50 yard,) Faythe Corr, Preston Kovacks (first place, pull-
ups,) Ryan Kolbick, Carson Linker (first place, mile,) Randal Eppeson, Katy Donaldson, Emma 
Crouse, Caleb Miner, Michael Shannon (second place, pull-ups,) Maurice Gilpin, (fourth place, 
50 yard and  fifth place, pull-up) Blake Williams, Kyle Peacock (fifth place, pull-ups.) 
 
Indian River Elementary safety patrols and the morning news crew enjoyed a fun day at Jackie 

Robinson Baseball Stadium as a complimentary field trip to thank them for their service this school 

year.  Students were treated to peanuts, Cracker Jack, and a free pizza lunch courtesy of the 
school.  The students demonstrate leadership and good citizenship every day and they are 
appreciated by the entire school.  After a day at the ball park, the students were treated to an ice 

cream sundae party in the science lab. 
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Students at Indian River Elementary enjoyed a morning examining various emergency and 
service vehicles with displays from the American Red Cross, Bright House Networks, Edgewater 

Fire Services, Edgewater Police Department, Florida Division of Forestry, Volusia County Beach 

Patrol, Volusia County Mosquito Control truck and helicopter, Volusia County School 
Maintenance, and Votran. There was also an NYC Fire Truck from September 11 on display, 
arranged by New Smyrna Beach firefighter James Roberts. The presenters provided hands-on 
experiences for the students, along with career information. The highlight of the morning was 
the dramatic landing and take-off of the Mosquito Control Helicopter! 

 
Students at R.J. Longstreet Elementary combined minds and muscle to navigate a school 
yard full of fun but challenging games during Field Day, a great tradition at Longstreet 

Elementary. Coaches Hickox and Remsburg organized a day filled with competition that put 
students’ physical strength to the test, along with a good dose of their strategic thinking.  From 
basketball skills to races to tug of war, Field Day lived up to its reputation as a wonderful reward 

for students’ hard work during the school year. Parents, staff, and volunteers pitched in to 
supervise the games and prepare a great picnic lunch. Lunch, provided by the PTA, was served 

by volunteer and staff members, including Principal Judith Watson. Field Day 2015 was a grand 
success! 
 
To cap off the 2014-15 school year, R.J. Longstreet Elementary’s art teacher, Mrs. Marla 
Basli, and Mr. Bruno Moscola, art teacher at Spruce Creek High, hosted a wonderfully 
collaborative Art Exhibit on May 21 in R.J. Longstreet’s School Way Cafe.  Mrs. Basli’s first 

graders and Mr. Moscola’s art students used the same art materials and theme, which 
demonstrated the growth in concepts, skills and standards in the visual arts from 1st grade to 
12th grade.  The cafeteria was transformed into a relaxing art gallery, replete with refreshments 
and special background music played by Mrs. McLauglin, Longstreet’s music teacher. Parents 
and students from both Longstreet and Spruce Creek enjoyed the beautiful gallery filled with 
student art. 
 
Bailey B. and Leke T. represented New Smyrna Beach Middle as Special Olympic athletes at 
Disney’s ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex. Bailey won a gold medal in the 1K and 2K 
cycling and Leke won a silver medal in the 500M cycling and a bronze medal in the 1K cycling. 
 
As the year winds down, you would never know it by all of the activities taking place at Ormond 
Beach Elementary.  From fieldtrips to musical productions, students are as busy as ever and 
ending the year on the right note! Last week students enjoyed Vehicle Day.  Students were able 

to speak with members of the Volusia County Lifeguard, Ormond Beach Fire Department, Bright 
House Networks, Mosquito Control, and Votran.  They learned about their jobs and were able to 
view specimens, go into the vehicles, see pictures, and so much more.  It was a very exciting 
morning for students. 
 
“Argh…..Pirates, The Musical” was the talk of the school last week as students and parents 
gathered in the Ormond Beach Elementary’s auditorium for the annual spring musical 

production.  Led by the STARS Drama Club, the students have been practicing for months to 
perfect their performances and they did a terrific job.  A huge shout-out goes to teachers, Ms. 

Lohmann, Mrs. Bethea, Mrs. Strasser, and Mrs. Ambrose for the time and dedication in working 
the students in the afternoon. 
 
Ormond Beach Elementary’s Teddy Bear Chimers performed at the beginning of the spring 

musical. Led by music teacher, Mr. St. Gelais, the two different groups of chimers performed a 
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couple of songs for the crowd.  You can view a couple of their performances: 
https://youtu.be/2A1-2K5oR_E and https://youtu.be/ZjJPcWCaq2g.  

 
Career Days was recently celebrated at Ormond Beach Elementary.  Over two days there 
were many guest speakers talking with students about their jobs and how they achieved 
success in their chosen fields.  Students heard the success stories of pilots, basketball players, 
police officers, firemen, nurses, beauticians, chefs, K-9 trainers, football players, therapists, plus 
many more.  
 
Osceola Elementary’s Teacher of the Year, Deb Halter, and Teachers of the Quarter, Dave 
Hollingsworth, Deb Treur, Janet Dockery and Meredith Gilbert, were treated to lunch sponsored 

by Outback. An Osceola parent was the server.  Mrs. Costello, school board chairman, Mayor 
Kelly, and officials from the city of Ormond Beach, the Chamber, FPL, Florida Health Care, and 
UCF had great things to say about Ormond Beach's educators. Mrs. Dockery won a door prize. 
 
On May 21, Mrs. Heller’s, Mrs. Szlosek’s and Ms. Todman’s first grade classes at Osceola 
Elementary celebrated Red Nose Day in hope of raising awareness to help end poverty for 

children.  The children wore their red noses and wrote an essay on a writing prompt on how to 
make someone smile.  
 
Osceola Elementary KidsZone participants attended the End of Year Celebration sponsored by 

Food Brings Hope. Governor Rick Scott and Superintendent Tom Russell were in attendance at 
the awards ceremony at Mainland High to encourage students to continue working hard on their 
education.  After the governor’s speech, the outstanding citizens selected from each school 
were honored by Governor Scott and Mrs. Hosseini.  Students were transported to Daytona 
International Speedway and enjoyed a celebration lunch and tour.  
 
Fourth grade students from the classes of Ms. Dodd, Ms. Lastinger, and Ms. Parsons took 
Osceola Elementary math games to a whole new level by designing their own board 

games.  Two of many creative themes included math auto racing and a math swim meet 

game.  Some designs were big enough to be played on the floor.  Students were all smiles 

during the friendly competition and gave this learning project a solid “thumbs up!” 
 
Osceola Elementary and the Writing Correlate celebrated all their wonderful authors on May 19 
during their annual Young Author’s Breakfast.  Students from all grade levels created jungle-
themed art work, table runners, and even idioms and riddles to create a “wild” environment for 
this event. Nancy and Woody Keck, media specialists, lead all the invited “authors” and their 
parents and guests in some wild animal singing while the PTA provided donuts and juice to all in 
attendance.  Each participant received a special certificate that identified them as being “Wild 

about Writing.”  Osceola Elementary teachers are so proud of this community of writers! 
 
Osteen Elementary students in 3rd-5th grades recently attended a reading counts celebration 
called “Aquapalooza.” Students who earned over 125 points enjoyed a slip and slide, inflated 
obstacle course, water balloon sling shot, spaghetti toes, shaving cream and cheese ball challenge 

and a special lunch and dessert!  Top students received medals in recognition of their reading 
achievements along with gift certificates.  Students also did a diet coke and mentos explosion with 

Principal Jim Bambrick and Principal Intern Cristina Raimundo getting doused by 118 
students!  Despite a heavy down pour, the students had a blast playing in the rain and having a 

great time. 
 

https://youtu.be/2A1-2K5oR_E
https://youtu.be/ZjJPcWCaq2g
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/Osceola%20teacher%20of%20the%20year%20and%20quarter.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/osceola%20elem%20red%20nose%20day.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/Osceola%20Elem%20KidsZone%20celebration.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/Osceola%20Elem%20%204th%20GR%20math%20games%204.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/Osceola%20Elem%20%204th%20GR%20math%20games%201.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/Osceola%20Elem%20%204th%20GR%20math%20games%201.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/Osceola%20Elem%20%204th%20GR%20math%20games%203.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/Osceola%20Elem%20%204th%20GR%20math%20games%202.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/Osceola%20Elem%20%204th%20GR%20math%20games%202.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/Osceola%20Elementary%20young%20authors%201.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/osceola%20elementary%20young%20authors%202.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/Osteen%20Slippin%20and%20Slidin!.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/digging%20for%20gold!.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/Osteen%20Help!%20I%20can't%20see!.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/Diet%20coke%20and%20Mentos!.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%206-4-15/Osteen%20Aquapalooza.jpg


Primary students at Osteen Elementary were recently recognized with a celebration of their 
own called “Morning Madness.”  They enjoyed breakfast goodies and received certificates, 

posters, medals and recess time. Principal Bambrick and Principal Intern Mrs. Raimundo were 
there to congratulate the students and encourage them to keep reaching for the stars!  
 
Mrs. Polgar’s 5th grade class at Osteen Elementary won first place in a recent county wide 
sumdog.com contest. Congratulations to these wonderful “Mathletes.”  
 
Congratulations Pine Ridge High’s Class of 2015 valedictorian and salutatorian: Chase Zirngibl 
and Lauren Warriner. 
 
On a cloudless, sunny Friday afternoon the roar of the crowd could be heard on the campus of 
Pride Elementary as boys and girls, teachers and parents gathered around the field cheering 
on Mrs. Conroy’s, Mrs. McDowell’s, and Mr. Smith’s pre-K classes participating in their very first 
Special Olympics with vibrant chants of “Go, pre-K, Go!” and “Let’s go pre-K, let’s go!”  Pride 
Elementary held their first annual Special Olympics Young Athletes culminating event on May 
1.  Coach Rice and Coach Taylor trained these young athletes for seven months in preparation 
for the big event and it couldn’t have done been done without the 5th grade buddies – the 
students from Mrs. Zeamer’s and Mrs. Swindle’s classes.  Each week for seven months, the 5th 
grade buddies paired up with preschoolers to help them achieve physical, academic and social 
skills.  This program created awareness about the needs and abilities of students with and 
without cognitive disabilities, provided a networking venue for parents, and opened avenues to 
more resources for teachers and parents.  We had a lot to cheer about!  
 
River Springs Middle student, Madailein H., was selected for American Association of 
University Women (AAUW) STEM camp. Recommended by her teacher, Michael Ferrara, she 
was one of 44 Florida seventh grade students selected to go to the one week camp, Tech Trek, 
at Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, June 27 to July 3.   
 
Congratulations to River Springs Middle Assistant Principal Jasmine Hinson on her promotion 
to principal of Blue Lake Elementary and Assistant Principal Amanda Wiles on her promotion to 
principal of Discovery Elementary. The school is proud of these Gator Girls and they will be 
dearly missed in “The Swamp.” 
 
Silver Sands Middle’s multi-VE students earned recognition for Best Physical Science Project 
while students in the modified class received Best Real World Application Project at this year's 
ASAP Science Fair held at Embry Riddle University.   

 
The Silver Sands Middle Warriors celebrate being the 2015 Fitness Festival champions.  In 
addition, the boys basketball team is the 2015 east side champions and runner-up district 
champion while the girls basketball team finished second place in the east.  On May 7, the 
Silver Sands Middle athletic program was given a generous donation from Randhir Singh, 7-11 
franchisee, in the amount of $711 for transportation and other costs associated with the athletic 
program. Thank you 7-11! 
 
The first annual Battle of the Books competition was held at this year's Literacy Fair at DeLand 
Middle on May 9. Silver Sands Middle Literacy Warriors, Caitlin McGinley, Star Fitzmaurice, 
Abby Santore, Ashley Lydecker, Morgan Machado and Elayna Rauscher advanced to the final 
battle where they were crowned Battle of the Books champions.  A plaque was presented to the 
Literacy Warriors and their sponsors, Kelli Casey and Kristina Cromer, during the Literacy Fair's 
award ceremony. In addition, 12 students received medals for a 1st, 2nd or 3rd place finish in 
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their respective activities category while five teachers were nominated for outstanding literacy 
leadership awards.  
 
Gracie Perry, Silver Sands Middle 8th grader, placed 3rd in the Crime Stoppers Poster 
competition.  Caitlin McGinley, 8th grade, received the Dorothy Hukill Award during 8th grade 
award banquet. Symara Moore, 8th grade, received the Take Stock in Children recognition. 
Jakob McKissick, 7th grade, earned state recognition for his performance on the College Board 
Exam, meaning he scored at or higher than the 11th grade level.  
 
Mr. Michael Williams and the Silver Sands Middle Jazz band performed at the Port Orange 
Jazz Festival. Mrs. Tosha Williams' show choir and hand bells performers were invited to 

perform at Walt Disney World's Magic Kingdom on May 14.  Chorus participated in the Disney 
Sings.! Vocal Workshop with a professional Disney singer and former Disney 
princess.  Students learned recording studio techniques and were given a DVD of their voices 
and sound effects on the animated clip from The Lion King. Hand bells auditioned for the 
opportunity to perform at the Waterside Stage at Downtown Disney with a 25 minute 
performance.   
 
South Daytona Elementary and the Volusia County Health Department collaborated in providing 
a dental sealant program for all kindergarten and first grade students.  The students were happy to 
show off their shiny clean teeth!  

 
Southwestern Middle’s V.O.G.U.E. participated in the Relay for Life Race at DeLand 
Middle.  American Cancer Society Relay For Life campus events serve as a powerful way for 
you to raise awareness and funds in the fight against cancer, from helping people facing the 
disease in your community to ensuring cancer is a thing of the past for future generations.  The 
Relay For Life movement features campus and community events that offer an opportunity to 
honor the cancer survivors in your life, promote how you can reduce your cancer risk, and raise 
money to help find a cure.  
 
Spruce Creek Elementary held its 2nd Annual Trek for Technology Walkathon on May 
21.  This was a spring fundraiser to raise funds and awareness for the school’s commitment to 
enhance school technology.  Students of all grade levels were able to walk/jog/run around a ¼ 
mile track and complete as many laps as possible during special area.  There was a wonderful 
turn out and close to $1,000 dollars was raised!  
 
Starke Elementary students showcased a variety of talents during its annual talent shows, 
which were sponsored by Amy Alvarez, music teacher. Families, students and staff were 
entertained by singing, dance and comedy acts during the show by students from all grade 
levels. That’s a wrap!  
 
In conjunction with the DeLand Museum of Art and Krewe Nouveau, Starke Elementary 
students participated in a special art project, “Postcards from Starke.”  Students in every class 

designed a postcard centered on a theme and their postcards are on display at the DeLand 
Museum of Art. Congratulations students!  
 
Sunrise Elementary celebrated its One Book One School literacy event on May 21. Students 
participated in reading the book “The Adventures of Beanboy” in their classrooms during the 
month of May.  The celebration included many superhero-themed activities related to the book and 
its characters. Some of the events included an obstacle course, supersized tic-tac-toe, superhero 
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flight, jeopardy, concentration, a villain battle, craft activities and a book swap.  Some activities 

included surprise prizes to make the event exciting and memorable.  It was a huge success!  
 
Every year, the Timbercrest Elementary PTA joins forces with Kohl's for an annual Pet Food 

Drive.  The drive runs for one week and each item is donated to the SPCA (Society for 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) of Volusia.  Not only does the Timbercrest PTA do what it can 
to help the classrooms, it helps out the community too!  Thank you to all of the families who 
donated to help all fur babies in need, it is appreciated! 
 
Students at Turie T. Small Elementary celebrated a year of student writing with their annual 
Young Authors Celebration.  Representatives from each class were selected and recognized for 
their writing achievements.  Six students were honored by the Daytona Beach Yacht Club for their 

essays about sailing.  Two of these students received a week of sailing camp sponsored by a 
Yacht Club scholarship that was created in memory of a Yacht Club member.  The public library 

added to the fun with interactive storytelling activities.  After light refreshments sponsored by 
Sam’s Club, students were given writing materials such as journals and pencils to continue their 

writing efforts.  
 
The Sunshine State Young Reader Award program is sponsored by the Florida Association of 
Media in Education and the Florida Department of Education.  Turie T. Small Elementary 
students in grades 3-5 have a selection of 15 book titles to read throughout the school 
year.  Students are also required to pass the Reading Counts quiz in order to document their 

reading accomplishment.  Any student in those grades who read and pass the quiz on three 
titles participates in the statewide student vote for their favorite book.  Students at Turie T. Small 
Elementary are also treated to an end-of-year luncheon celebration if they successfully read and 

pass the quizzes for the same number of titles as their grade.  This year 26 students were 
invited to the celebration sponsored by PTA and business partner, Publix.  Six of the students 

had read all 15 of the titles!  One student has read all 15 titles in third through fifth grade.  These 
26 students read over 17,306, 505 words to accomplish this reading goal. Way to go, Bulldogs! 
 
Turie T. Small Elementary concluded the school year with over 6,200 Reading Counts books 
being read, more than 17,000 Reading Counts points accrued and a total of close to 37 million 
words being read.  The top three-point earners in each grade level were recipients of Books-a-

Million gift cards thanks to a generous donation from St. James Episcopal Church.  The top-
point earners as well as a ‘teacher’s pick’ were also allowed to slime administrators Dr. Johnson 
and Dr. Cook-Grant.  Even some new teachers were slimed by colleagues and retirees as part of 
a Turie T. Small tradition.  It was a fun day of celebrating our reading accomplishments! 

 
Students at Turie T. Small Elementary were given incentives throughout the school year to 
make good behavior decisions while in the cafeteria for lunch.  Each day individual classes 
earned a bulldog paw print to reach incentive benchmarks.  However, the biggest incentive was 
the class with the most paw prints earned the right to throw a pie at administrators, Dr. Earl 
Johnson and Dr. Tiffanee Cook-Grant. Third grade students in Ms. Donald’s class earned that 

privilege! 

 
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
 

Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad – Special Olympics ProjectUNIFY. 
                                               
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 
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