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Be There 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Learning begins at home. Be your child’s favorite teacher. 

  
Volusia County Schools is On the Air  
  
Listen in to Focus on Education on WSBB Radio every Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 9 a.m.  Each 
week will feature different guests discussing all the great things happening in Volusia’s public 
schools and throughout the school district.  The show is sponsored by Florida Health Care 
Plans.  Tune in Thursday on AM1230 (east Volusia) or AM1490 (west Volusia). 
  
Volusia Teacher Selected as Facilitator for Online Collaboration 

  
Jeanne Wright, first grade teacher at Cypress Creek Elementary in Port Orange, was selected 
as a facilitator for the National Education Association (NEA) Great Public Schools (GPS) 
Network.  The GPS Network is an online community where teachers, parents, education support 
professional and other community stakeholders can share ideas and resources aimed at 
improving student success. 
  
Over 1,000 individuals applied to be the inaugural leaders of this new online network. Ms. 
Wright and 60 others were selected for their knowledge and understanding of their topic; their 
ability to facilitate a national discussion presenting a range of differing viewpoints; their 
technology skills, necessary for facilitating an online community; and, above all, their 
commitment to helping fellow educators improve their skills to foster student success.  
  
Currently, the Network consists of more than 120 groups, managed by facilitators like Ms. 
Wright, that participants can join to address common interests in specific topics and issues that 
impact educator and student success.  Topics are diverse, ranging from bullying to state 
learning standards, from teacher evaluation to teaching English language learners. 
  
“It is a great honor to have one of our own teachers selected for this program,” said Andrew 
Spar, president, Volusia Teachers Organization.  “Jeanne Wright is a great teacher, advocate 
and leader in our district, state and nation.” 
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“We are very proud of Jeanne Wright.  She was Volusia County Schools Teacher of the Year in 
2009 and went on to be named a state finalist,” stated Dr. Margaret Smith, superintendent for 
schools. “Jeanne is an outstanding instructional leader, which significantly contributes to her 
students’ success.” 
  
“I’ve been an educator for 20 years in Port Orange,” stated Jeanne Wright.  I incorporate 
technology in all subject areas I teach, especially math.  This is a terrific opportunity to share 
ideas and resources with fellow educators.”  Read about her class on their blog, 
www.wrightsclass.blogspot.com, or follow the class on Twitter and Instagram, @wrightsrippers. 
  
Art Teacher Celebrates the Arts in Schools 
  
Steve Hardock, art teacher at Coronado Beach Elementary, works on a mural with 
students..."Coronado Pirates...Educating our Treasures and Unlocking their Minds."  Mr. 
Hardock also designed the district’s “INSPIRE” logo for this school year and will be serving part-
time at the district providing graphic art work services and collaborating with the community to 
create, display and celebrate student art work throughout Volusia County. 
  
Getting Ready for Community Involvement and to Inspire!   
  
The Volunteer/Partnership Program department is busy processing volunteer applications and 
offering trainings to mentors, college students and business partners so that we can continue to 
make a difference in our communities and “Inspire” our students to greatness. 
  
This is the fifth year we’ve partnered with the CATALYST program whose mentors provide 
service to Deltona and DeLand area schools.  This year, six high schools have agreed to 
participate in the Winner’s Circle-Victory Lane motivational program in partnership with the 
International Speedway Corporation.  The United Way, Junior Achievement, area colleges, and 
other institutions, in partnership with the district, continue to recruit volunteers for many of our 
district volunteer programs.  This past August, the Jewish Federation of Volusia and Flagler 
Counties donated backpacks to over 5,000 students.   
  
Last year, over 23,000 volunteers provided in excess of 846,000 hours of service.  Partnerships 
with over 500 businesses/organizations have and will continue to enhance student learning, 
promote school improvement and increase community involvement.  VIPS is currently updating 
the Volunteer and Business Partner Opportunities listings located under the district website at 
http://myvolusiaschools.org, click on Departments, Volunteer/Partnership Program, and then 
select Resources tab.  For more information regarding business opportunities, future trainings, 
calendar of events, or any other volunteer-related information, contact a staff member in the 
VIPS Department at extension 38380 and get ready to “Inspire”!  
  
ArtHaus Presents Volusia Art Educators’ Exhibit 
  
An exhibit featuring creative works by local art educators is now open at the ArtHaus, 3840 
Ridgewood Avenue, Port Orange.  The exhibit will continue through Friday, November 7. 
  
News of Note 

  
The Snapdragon Book Foundation announced that The Chiles Academy is a winner of a 2014 
Snapdragon Book Foundation grant in the amount of $5,000.  The school’s application told a 
compelling story of the needs of students in the community and the desire to better connect 
them and their children to reading.  
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Creekside Middle was selected by the Florida Department of Education to be part of a video 
series that will be used to help explain the Florida Standards in mathematics and science. Mr. 
Van Slyke and his students were videotaped in the STEM lab demonstrating a Synergistic 
Modules Laboratory to explain how science and math is integrated into everyday hands-on 
activities.  These activities infuse graphical images that students must analyze and multiple-step 
math problems that students utilize to formulate an answer to module specific manipulatives.  
Students demonstrated numerous activities including calculating speed with the use of an air 
track and photo gate timers, and ocean density using a saline solution, food coloring and ice 
chips.  These activities are student-directed, teaching teamwork and cooperative learning.  
  
Congratulations to Creekside Middle student, Erin Petkus, who competed in the Future 
Farmers of America (FFA) State Competition Electrification Essay Contest.  Creekside’s Emily 
Williams was also a top 10 state finalist in Prepared Speaking.  Claudia Rinaldi and Emily 
Williams represented Creekside FFA on stage to be awarded top five in Middle School 
Ornamental Horticulture.  
  
The Creekside Middle Robotics Team received a perfect score on their project (the Text of 
Least Resistance) and a near perfect score on robot design at the First Lego League Robotics 
World Tournament in Canada.  The team also came in 13th on the table runs out of 73 with a 
score of 510.  The highest score at the tournament was 586.  A score of 510 placed Creekside 
as top 50 in the world out of over 20,000 teams worldwide.  
  
DeBary Elementary’s Mentor Sentence came from the book “Saturdays and Teacakes” and as 
part of extension and enrichment, students made teacakes.  They integrated their math skills by 
measuring and estimating and used graphic organizers to do Response to Literature.  The 
students reflected on a special memory of time spent with a family member and several 
grandparents were invited to read aloud to the class.  This book, “Saturdays and Teacakes,” 
was a perfect fit for grandparents week, as well.  The students loved eating the teacake cookies 
and were joined by several of their classmate’s grandparents.  Making the teacakes helped 
bring math to the real world.  Students were able to discuss several math concepts and relate it 
to the recipe. 
  
Administrators at DeLand High kicked of the 2014-2015 school year with a challenge to its 
students and faculty.  It started from a simple proposition from the school’s volleyball team. The 
team challenged Principal Mitch Moyer to the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge.  He accepted and then 
challenged the administration team. Those administrators took on the challenge right in the 
middle of the “Dog Bowl” during lunch.  They followed this by challenging the students and 
faculty of DeLand High to the ALS Ice Bucket challenge.  On Friday, September 5, close to 100 
students and faculty took on the challenge and raised money toward the ALS Association, a 
non-profit organization leading the way with the fight against Lou Gehrig’s Disease.  Students 
and faculty then decided to challenge area high schools Pine Ridge High, Deltona High and 
University High.  These simple challenges brought forth inspiration, unity and entertainment that 
will continue to spread throughout the year.  Let’s keep raising awareness locally and find a 
cure!  
  
Students and administrators from Deltona High attended the grand opening for their business 
partner RaceTrac.  The ribbon-cutting ceremony drew more than 100 people, including Deltona 
Mayor John Masiarczyk and members of the city commission.  RaceTrac was Deltona High’s 
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Business Partner of the Year for 2013-2014.  This award was presented to RaceTrac by Assistant 
Principal Rodney Smith. 
  
Deltona Lakes Elementary hosted a Hot Diggity Dog Family Night to kick off the new school 
year.  Students, siblings and parents were treated to a free hot dog dinner – hot dog, chips, 
drinks and a sno-cone – and enjoyed music and dancing with the Nintendo Wii.  Over 430 hot 
dogs were served by the staff and faculty who volunteered at the event.  It was a great evening 
for everyone.  New parents had a chance to meet returning parents and students enjoyed 
socializing with their classmates. 
  
In celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, September 15 - October 15, Deltona Middle will hold 
an ESOL (English Speakers of Other Languages) sponsored event celebrating Hispanic 
diversity.  All students and their families will be invited.   
  
Deltona Middle’s Florida Future Educators of America (FFEA) is preparing for its annual 
Spooky Story Time (Spooktacular).  FFEA will be partnering with the reading coach - Mrs. 
McLane and department; writing coach - Mrs. Rheinheimer and department; media specialist - 
Mrs. T. Griffin; and other content area teachers to promote literacy through storytelling, games 
and fun.  The event will take place Tuesday, October 28, 3:50 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. in the media 
center.  Students will be allowed to wear a Halloween or scary mask.  The event will be open to 
the first 50 students.  
  
Bobby the Bobcat is back!  Edgewater Public students were reminded about the importance of 
coming to school and being on time with the attendance challenge kickoff.  The class in each 
grade level with the best attendance earns Bobby the Bobcat for the following week.  Bobby 
travels to special area and lunch with the class.  It’s sure to be another great year to improve 
our attendance!  
  
The Edgewater Public Student Government Association planned several Bully Proofing 
assemblies. SGA members presented to second through fifth grade about what bullying is and 
strategies to help stop bullying.  Students enjoyed a presentation with video links and a 
question/answer session led by their SGA peers.  
  
During preplanning, teachers at Friendship Elementary were introduced to the “Energy Bus.” 
 This concept is all about having positive energy with your family, coworkers and students.  It 
also provides strategies for avoiding the “energy vampires” (things that sap the positive energy 
from you).  The Energy Bus was a great way to start the year and everyone came away feeling 
positive about the challenges that may have to be face this school year.  
  
American Legion Auxiliary representatives, Zella Durant and Eleanor Amato, visited Indian River 
Elementary recently bringing with them a donation of school supplies, clothing and shoes.  Mrs. 
Durant and Mrs. Amato, both members of Auxiliary 285, Edgewater, also offered future 
assistance with children of military families.  One of Mrs. Durant’s favorite activities is teaching 
students about the American Flag and how to fold it. 
  
President Huw Bower and employees of Boston Whaler in Edgewater donated over 50 filled 
backpacks to Indian River Elementary.  The Boston Whaler team arrived on the second day of 
school pulling a speedboat aptly named “Boatload of Backpacks.”  Mrs. Dee Stevenson, 
principal, greeted the president and thanked him for his company’s generous annual donation of 
much needed school supplies.  Students from Mrs. Catherine Roger’s class helped carry the 
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backpacks from the boat to the guidance counselor’s office, where they were distributed to 
students.  
  
Faculty of Port Orange Elementary kicked of the school year by creating a Wordle on what it 
meant to inspire within the classroom.  This enthusiasm of inspiration will continue to spread 
throughout the year as the faculty/staff remains unified with their “We at POE Inspire” t-shirts. 
  
Kindergarteners at Port Orange Elementary started the school year through comparing 
different versions of Gingerbread Baby texts.  Following their literature activities, which included 
a science experiment of why the Gingerbread Boy couldn’t travel through the stream, the 
kindergarteners had to solve the mystery of the missing Gingerbread Boy that they baked.  This 
scavenger hunt not only helped familiarize them with their new campus, but made the 
kindergartners excited about learning and eager to find out what other adventures might be in 
store. 
  
The Pine Ridge High Players will present “The Odd Couple - Battle of the Sexes.” The male 
version will be held on Wednesday, October 8, and Friday, October 10.  The female version will 
be held Thursday, October 9, and Saturday, October 11.  All shows begin at 7 p.m. in the 
school’s auditorium.  Single show ticket price: adult - $8 and student - $5.  Tickets for both 
shows: adult $12 and student $7.  
  
The Pine Ridge High Dance Team attended camp at the University of Central Florida over the 
summer.  Ten teams competed and Pine Ridge came away with many awards: Super Spirit 
Stick, Leadership Award, Drill Down Award, and Trophy for Superior home routine.  Morgan 
Coffey and Savannah Bendik are eligible to participate in the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade.  
Five girls, Savannah Bendik, Danyel Frandy, Kaylee Danler, Brenieska Chase and Karson 
Tramont, were selected as All American Dancers.  Morgan Coffey was invited to audition to be a 
Universal Dance Association instructor.   
  
Spruce Creek Elementary is hosting Rachel’s Challenge for students during a school 
assembly. An evening program will be offered for community leaders, school board members, 
high school students in leadership roles and Spruce Creek Elementary parents.  Rachel Joy 
Scott was killed at Columbine High School on April 20, 1999.  Her acts of kindness and 
compassion, coupled with the contents of her six diaries have become the foundation for 
Rachel’s Challenge, a program that shows adults, teens and community leaders how to create 
and sustain a desire for positive change.  It proactively addresses the issues of bullying and 
destructive behavior by giving students permission to be kind.  The focus is on promoting and 
celebrating positive behavior and thereby instilling a positive self-image and respect for others 
that can shape their lives and ultimately promotes an atmosphere conducive to effective 
learning. 
  
Westside Elementary is having its annual Neighborhood Walk for Education Block Party on 
October 16, 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.  The Westside Marching Band and the Eaglettes will perform for 
the event, which will held in a nearby neighborhood where many Westside families reside.  It is 
an opportunity to promote education and offer the school’s support to the surrounding 
community.  Many prominent community and district members join in this event.  Everyone is 
welcome! 
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad - Teach Flu a Lesson. 
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For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

  
Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 

 

mailto:CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us�
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/Pages/e-News.aspx�

	In this issue…                    Be There
	Volusia County Schools is On the Air
	Volusia Teacher Selected as Facilitator for Online Collaboration
	Art Teacher Celebrates the Arts in Schools
	Getting Ready for Community Involvement and to Inspire!
	ArtHaus Presents Volusia Art Educators’ Exhibit
	News of Note
	Check Out ITV Launchpad –Teach Flu a Lesson
	Volusia County Schools is On the Air
	Listen in to Focus on Education on WSBB Radio every Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 9 a.m.  Each week will feature different guests discussing all the great things happening in Volusia’s public schools and throughout the school district.  The show is sponsored ...
	Volusia Teacher Selected as Facilitator for Online Collaboration
	Art Teacher Celebrates the Arts in Schools
	Getting Ready for Community Involvement and to Inspire!
	ArtHaus Presents Volusia Art Educators’ Exhibit
	News of Note
	Check Out ITV Launchpad

