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Be There 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
When making the Thanksgiving dinner, have your child create a new dish  

with his/her selected ingredients. 
  
Midterm Reports and Thanksgiving Holiday 
  
We are already half way through the second grading period.  The midterm period ended 
November 18 and the Thanksgiving holiday begins Wednesday, November 26.  Classes will 
resume on Monday, December 1.  District offices and schools will be closed November 26 - 28. 
  
Teacher of the Year Finalists Named 
  
The five finalists for Volusia County School’s 2016 Teacher of the Year were announced this 
week: 
  

         Christopher J. Dowdell, Government/American Economics,  DeLand High 
         Jennifer M. Lastowski, Algebra 2/Honors, University High 
         Samantha Murray, Media Specialist, Spruce Creek High 
         Sarah E. Sieg, Fourth Grade Citrus Grove Elementary 
         Margaret H. Williams, Art, Port Orange Elementary 

  
Seventy teachers were chosen by their peers to represent each of Volusia County's public 
schools.  Those 70 teachers were narrowed to a field of five finalists who are competing for the 
honor of being named Volusia County School District's 2016 Teacher of the Year.  The winner 
will be announced at a gala banquet to be held Friday, January 23, at the Hilton Daytona Beach 



Oceanwalk Resort.  The district Teacher of the Year will be nominated for the state Teacher of 
the Year program and will serve as Volusia’s representative of quality education until 2016. The 
current Volusia County Teacher of the Year is Grace Kellermeier, New Smyrna Beach High.  
The Teacher of the Year celebration is hosted by FUTURES Foundation for Volusia County 
Schools and the presenting sponsor is Halifax Health. 

  
Student Transportation Services Wins National Award 
  
The Volusia County Schools Student Transportation Services won the Larson Quality Award from 

the National Association for Pupil Transportation and received exemplary reviews during the 
evaluation process.  The criteria to qualify for the award are a sequence of comprehensive 
activities that serve as an assessment tool to document and measure existing quality and 
identify areas for improvement.   The award recognizes and rewards school district 
transportation departments that are committed to improving the quality of their school 
transportation services.  The award was developed to shine light on operations that provide high 
quality customer service in safety, security and key performance indicator centered operations.  
Volusia is the seventh district in the nation to win the award since 1996. 
  
DeLand High Dedicates Gym Floor 
  
A dedication ceremony of the gymnasium floor to honor long-time DeLand basketball coach, 
John Zeoli, will be held in the DeLand High School gym on Friday, November 21, between the 
Boys JV and Varsity games – at approximately 6:45 p.m. The public is welcome to join the 
DeLand community for this momentous event recognizing Coach Zeoli for all he has done for 
DeLand High School.   
  
Westside Elementary Celebrates Literacy 
  
Tonight, November 20, from 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., Westside Elementary will host its second 
Literacy Night.  The community is invited to come out to help INSPIRE children to read.  The 
event is sponsored by the Rotary Club of Daytona Beach in partnership with Volusia County 
Council for Reading. Volunteers will participate from both groups as well as from Westside, 
Early Reading Coalition, the Interact Rotary Club from Mainland, and the Roteract Rotary Club 
from Bethune-Cookman University.  The theme for the night is Italy: families will travel through 
four stations and experience the Italian culture through food, music, art and literacy.  Another 
literacy night is planned for January 22 with a China theme.  
  

Three Middle School Students Awarded National Scholarship 
  
United States Achievement Academy Scholarship Foundation awarded scholarships to three 
Volusia County middle school students.  To be eligible, a student must be nominated by a 
teacher.  Jude Flynn and Gabrielle Johnston, both from Ormond Beach Middle, and Al-Hajeri 
Romeia, Silver Sands Middle, were selected based on grade point average, SAT scores, honors 
and awards, school activities, leadership positions, sports involvement, special interests and 
community service, as well as teacher recommendations from Christy Disinger (OBMS) and 
Cindy Circelli (SSMS).  It is the sole purpose of the USAA Scholarship Foundation to help 

worthy students in grades 5-12 by cash grants that help cover the rising cost of tuition and 
expenses they will face when continuing their education. The Foundation seeks to enhance the 
intellectual and personal growth of students who demonstrate a genuine interest in learning.   
  

Volusia Pines Elementary Teacher Wins Grant to Support STEM 
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Deb Hibdon, Volusia Pines Elementary teacher, won a SECME (Southeastern Consortium for 
Minorities in Engineering) ExxonMobil mini-grant to help fund activities for the STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics) club.  The grant will be used to purchase supplies for 
the STEM club to participate in engineering design challenges including stomp rockets, 
mousetrap cars, marble roller coasters and egg drop containers.  Additionally, funds will help 
support the club's Saturday STEM event at the end of the year, allowing the set up of a wide 
variety of STEM activity stations for grades K-5.    
  
Heritage Middle Teacher Makes a Difference 
  
Lisa Bynum, an agriculture teacher at Heritage Middle, spends her summers helping students 
learn to swim.  Watch this amazing clip from Channel 6, which tells the story about how she 
helped a River Springs Middle student who is deaf overcome his fear of swimming. 
  

Reading & Remi: Best Friends at Longstreet Elementary 
  
When Remi and her handler, Sue, enter a classroom at Longstreet Elementary, students know it 

is time for fun and reading.  Remi’s mission is to increase students’ reading levels while instilling 
a love of reading.  It’s a winning formula: reading to Remi mixed with plenty of snuggle time. 
 Remi is R.J. Longstreet’s R.E.A.D. (Reading Education Assistance Dog) who along with her 
handler, make up a registered therapy team.  They visit self-contained ESE classes each week 
and Remi listens to children read to her one on one.  The special time with Remi fosters improved 
reading skills as well as enhanced self-confidence. 
  
Remi and Sue are important and popular members of the Longstreet Elementary community. 
The R.E.A.D. partnership began last year and has blossomed into a welcomed and supported 
program.  Students look forward to seeing Remi, who is both beautiful and gentle.  Says Sue, 
“The smiles of pure contentment when Remi snuggled next to a child as she ran her hand 
through Remi’s hair and she read aloud will be with me forever.  The feeling of excitement that 
greets Remi each week as she enters the classroom is surely felt by her as it by me.  I am 
focusing on Remi helping teachers to bring about significant increases in reading, attention span 
and a love of reading as we work together this year.”   Longstreet has found a best friend in 
Remi. 
  

Volusia Students Chosen as “All-State” Musicians 
  
Sixty-seven students from Volusia County Schools in grades 5 through 12 were selected as 
Florida "All-State" musicians.  These individuals were chosen through a statewide 

audition process consisting of many thousands of students.  As a result of their achievements, 
these students will perform in various musical ensembles at the 2014-2015 Professional 
Development Conference of the Florida Music Educators Association on January 14-17, 2015 in 
Tampa.  Earning selection to a Florida All-State music ensemble is one of the most prestigious 
honors a school musician can achieve.  This is a tribute to their individual musical talents as well 
as the quality instruction they receive from their music teachers.  Please take a moment to 
congratulate these students and their teachers on their outstanding accomplishments. 
  

‘Dancing with Desire’ to Benefit VCS Performing Arts Programs 
  
Help raise money for local charities, including the Volusia County Schools Performing Arts 
Program.  Dancing with Desire features local celebrities paired with professional dance partners 

who will be competing to raise money for three cultural organizations: Volusia County Schools, 
Cinematique, and the Charles and Linda Williams Children’s Museum at the Museum of Arts 
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and Sciences.  The event will be held at 6 p.m. on Saturday, January 10, at the News Journal 
Center.  Marta Pascale, who in her last position with Volusia County Schools served as an 
administrator in Human Resources, is one of the professional dancers and has been paired with 
Bob Davis, president/CEO of the Hotel and Lodging Association.  The event will also feature 
five-time World Cabaret Champions, Georgia Ambarian and Eric Luna. 
  
Stetson PDS Partnerships Going Strong 
  
This year marks the 18th year of the Volusia County School Professional Development School 
partnership with Stetson University.  The schools involved in the partnership are Blue Lake, 
Citrus Grove, Starke and Woodward Avenue elementary schools and DeLand and 
Southwestern middle schools.  Read the PDS Network Newsletter for highlights on some of the 
exciting activities the schools are undertaking this year.   
  

Annual Empty Bowls Event & Silent Auction 
 

Join Halifax Urban Ministries at the 2014 Empty Bowls Event on Friday, December 5, at the 
Bethune-Cookman University Center for Civic Engagement in Daytona Beach.  It will be an 
evening of food, music and fun.  Enjoy soup, salad and baked goods donated by local 
restaurants, served in handmade keepsake bowls created at 10 Volusia schools.  Food will be 
served 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.  A silent auction will be held at 5:30 p.m. featuring over 100 art, jewelry, 
spa, restaurant, memorabilia and gift items.  Tickets are limited this year and can be ordered 
online.  Each $15 ticket donation will provide a week of groceries for a struggling family to cook 
at home or a hot lunch to over 200 homeless individuals.  
  

News of Note 
  

Students at Campbell Middle were involved in a community service writing activity in their 
Unified Arts classes.   The students, along with student volunteers from Bethune-Cookman 
University under the direction of Ms. Linda Preston, wrote letters and constructed greeting cards 
for our well-deserving Veterans.  These items were delivered by the guidance counselors to the 
Veterans Administration Hospital. 
  
The Spartan Book Fair in the fall is a big deal. Campbell Middle typically follows a theme and 
applies it to all of the other related activities.  This year’s theme was sports related, “Touch 
Down for Books.” When classes came to preview the fair, they visited a couple stations. In 
addition to previewing the fair, students watched trailers featuring four Scholastic titles and 
participated in a Media Web Link Scavenger Hunt, one of the most effective strategies for 
introducing students to educational resources.  The last task in this activity required each 
student to complete an online “EXIT SLIP.”  This exit slip was their entry to a Book Fair drawing. 
Six winners were drawn and the winning students were presented with one of the featured 
Scholastic titles.  
  
Ms. Butts Algebra class at Campbell Middle got a real treat when Zach from Algebra Nation 
visited the class.  Many students recognized Zach from the website of Algebra Nation, which is 
a highly effective, dynamic online resource that includes video tutorials, an interactive 
discussion wall, and a practice tool.  In addition, Algebra Nation utilizes social learning and 
technological breakthroughs to construct and stage a vibrant online learning system for 
students.  The class got pumped up and excited when Zach taught an algebra lesson.  
  
Champion Elementary was honored to have Savannah Maddison from “Savannah’s Soldiers” 
speak to the third, fourth and fifth grades.  Savannah, who is a 13 year-old inspirational speaker, 
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encouraged students to follow their dreams and to try and make a difference in the lives of 
others.  Savannah is the CEO of “Savannah’s Soldiers,” which promotes a letter writing 
campaign for soldiers who are serving overseas.  An inspiring singer and song writer, Savannah 
has been a guest on “Larry King Live” and the “Today Show” as well as singing at many sports 
arenas.  The event was organized by Dr. Polly Hougham, fourth grade teacher, and Ms. Hazel 
Witter, volunteer. Champion students completed a follow up activity writing letters to soldiers that 

will be sent to our soldiers in time for the holidays.  
  
Congratulations to the Creekside Middle Show Choir for an outstanding performance at Disney 
World and receiving the “Disney Honors” Award two consecutive years.  To view the 
performances on You Tube, follow these links: “Frozen Medley” and “Do You Wanna Build a 

Snowman” and “One Direction Medley.” 
  
Chad Brown is a 6'-9” senior from Deltona High and he is signing a letter of intent to play 

basketball at the University of Central Florida next season.  Chad had several basketball offers 
from many schools across the U.S. and he decided to stay home and attend UCF.  Chad will be 
the first basketball player from Deltona High to sign a letter of intent to play at a Division 1 
college.  Chad has developed a great relationship with the coaches at UCF and, when he is 
able, attends every home game.   
  
Certificates were presented to eight Deltona High students who either earned perfect FCAT 

scores or perfect End-of-Course Assessment scores.  The following students received awards: 
Allison Acosta, Caleb Clayton, Joseph Dies, Rebecca Englehart, Marla Grant, Kory Love, 
Sidney Rioux and Connor White. 
  
Deltona Middle held its Straight “A” Breakfast in honor of approximately fifty students who 
earned an “A” in all subjects and earned a 4.0 GPA for the first nine weeks.  We are extremely 
proud of these students. 
  
November 13 was STEM Day at Deltona Middle.  STEM is a culmination of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics.  The day featured a collection of experts, business 
partners and teachers.  Students engaged in interactive stations that brought together STEM 
concepts.  Students actively participated in learning how things work and created lasting 
memories.  
  
“May the odds be ever in your favor!”  This Hunger Games quote was the objective of Hinson 
Middle students as they attended the first ever Hunger Games Challenge Family event at the 
Book Fair. Students and their families attempted to meet the challenges from each of the 13 
sectors found in Suzanne Collins bestselling books.  Word challenges, trivia, paper airplane 
design, on-line challenges and much more led to a night full of laughter and fun as “tributes” 
competed for prizes, including two tablets and movie passes to name just a few!   
  
What will good attendance, completing your class work or paying close attention to the teacher 
get you?  Cardinal Cash is the right answer at Longstreet Elementary. Teachers find creative 
ways to reward good behavior and consistent attendance with Cardinal Cash.  Students who 
save 250 Cardinal Cash “dollars” can exchange them for a special reward once a month – lunch 

Principal Judith Watson.  The monthly lunches, replete with battery-operated candles and a red 

Cardinal table cloth, are held on the stage each lunch period.  The lunches give students the 
opportunity to talk directly with the principal on topics of their choosing.  In November, the 
lunches included a special treat from Mrs. Watson – hot fudge sundaes for dessert.  The 
expected outcome is improved attendance to school each day on time. How sweet it is! 
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Mrs. Dykes, teacher at New Smyrna Beach High, and members of the Interact Club visited 
Chisholm Elementary to speak with students and inspire them to “service above self” in a very 
real way.  Mrs. Griffin, Chisholm Elementary school counselor, felt the generous gift of time and 
interest made it clear that the high school students involved in the Interact Club understand the 
value of educating future generations to become productive members of our society.  

  
Approximately 40 parents and their children gathered at Palm Terrace Elementary for an 
evening of fun and learning.  The night began with a pizza dinner and then parents were 
escorted to the new Family Resource Center where first grade teachers presented a workshop 
on the many educational games and resources available for families to check out and use at 
home.  Parents rotated through four different stations, each focusing on a different reading or 
math activity.  The stations were all hands-on and highly engaging.  The evening wouldn’t have 
been complete without the generosity of Palm Terrace’s education partner, Lakeshore Learning, 
who provided the pizza dinner and childcare, as well as donating goody bags and door prizes.  
Lakeshore representative Dan Parravano served as Master of Ceremonies during the learning 
station portion of the evening.  Each parent in attendance received a goody bag with a book and 
other educational prizes.  In addition, four lucky parents went home with an educational game 
from Lakeshore.  Overall the evening was an enormous success, reminiscent of a time when 
the neighborhood school was a place for the community to gather together.  One parent was 
heard to say, “I wish learning had been this much fun when I was in school.”  
  
Palm Terrace Elementary art teacher, Ms. Toni Roberts, has much to brag about with 22 
student entries in the  Halifax Art Festival.  Julian, a kindergarten student, won the K-2 Award of 
Excellence along with $195!  His artwork will be on display at the Museum of Arts and Science 
and then at ArtHaus in Port Orange.   
  
South Daytona Elementary held its very first American Society of Engineering Education 
Family Night.  Twenty-one families joined in on the engineering activities.  The stations focused 
on cantilever construction, testing the strength of arches, the volume of 3-D shapes, selecting 
appropriate land for constructing a building, shoe construction and purpose, aerodynamics, how 
nature has inspired inventions, and the strength of glued materials versus stacked materials.    
Each family was presented with an identical materials packet and asked to construct a critter 
with at least two movable parts.  At the end of the challenge students paraded the moveable 
critters created by each family.    
  
Southwestern Middle is thankful for veterans who have dedicated their lives for our country.  On 
November 7, the school celebrated with veterans from the community, as well as students and 
families.  The celebration began with a “Meet and Greet” where veterans and their families were 

welcomed by SGA president, Alexa Bryan. During this time, essays were read by the principal, 
Ms. Mamie Oatis, and CJ Williams.  Veterans were then invited to the auditorium for a Veterans 

Day program.  Students read essays about “What Patriotism Means to Me” sponsored by Local 
VFW/Patriot’s Pen Competition.  The story of “America’s White Table” was narrated by Mrs. 
Sharon Brown, providing the symbology of the items on the table.  Special recognition was 
given to Mr. Richard Howe, retired Navy veteran; Mrs. Rose Peterson, mother of deployed 
active duty Sgt. Robert Andrews; and the family of a former Southwestern Middle student Cody 
Miller, Army-deceased. The ceremony concluded with a Salute to Our Heroes….A Call to Honor 

the men and women from each branch of the services.    
  

http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%2011-20-14/Rotary%20Dictionaries%202014%20009.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%2011-20-14/Rotary%20Dictionaries%202014%20008.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%2011-20-14/South%20Daytona%20's%20Family%20Engineering%20Night.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%2011-20-14/Southwestern%20Veterans%20Celebration%205.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%2011-20-14/Southwestern%20Veterans%20Celebration%202_JPG.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%2011-20-14/Southwestern%20Veterans%20Celebration%204_JPG.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%2011-20-14/Southwestern%20Veterans%20Celebration3.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%2011-20-14/Southwestern%20Veterans%20Celebration.JPG


FPL’s Men in Plaid: The Kilowatt Connection came to Sweetwater Elementary and performed 

for the third – fifth grade classes.  The students learned about energy conservation in the home 
through a very entertaining program.  The show was performed by professional actors from the 

National Theatre for Children based in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  This organization specializes in 
writing and performing educational programs for children nationwide using simple sets and 
audience participation.   
  
The Port Orange/South Daytona Chamber of Commerce Leadership Team visited Sweetwater 
Elementary and had a meeting with the administration, received a tour and visited classrooms 
to see the exciting and engaging lessons.  The students were happy to demonstrate to the team 
their technology and awesome activities.  
  
Twenty students were selected to represent Sweetwater Elementary in the Halifax Art Festival.  
The school is extremely proud of these students and their creative pieces.  Marley Ortiz and 

Alyssa Wharton were selected to have their artwork on display at the ArtHaus.    
  
For its fall service project, the Sweetwater Elementary Florida Future Educators of America 
(FFEA) is sponsoring a pet supply drive to benefit Pawsibilities Rescue Group.  Students school 

wide brought in supplies to benefit the thousands of animals that Pawsibilities helps to foster 
and adopt out each year.  The class with the largest amount of donations will receive a special 
prize from FFEA!  This is just one of the ways that the FFEA is planning on giving back to our 
school and community this year.  
  
Kindergarten and first grade Westside Elementary students had an exciting in-school field trip 
titled “Living at the Lighthouse.”  The Ponce De Leon Inlet Lighthouse Preservation 
Association's outreach program brings the Lighthouse to those who cannot experience the site 
firsthand or those who plan to visit the Light Station in the future.  These programs provide 
students an interactive and meaningful way to learn about the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse without 
ever leaving their classroom. Students learned about the life and times of a family in the early 

20th century, as they tended to chores, lived without electricity or indoor plumbing.  The 
students viewed artifacts such as the wash board, primitive toaster, flat irons, lanterns and a 

chamber pot.  Many questions were asked and answered in this wonderful learning opportunity 
about life long ago.  
  
The annual Parent-to-Kids Program was held at Westside Elementary.  Parents-to-Kids is a 
five-session literacy program designed to help parents with students in grades K-2, as well as 3-5, 

develop their child’s reading skills.  The program was facilitated by Ms. Piotrowski and Ms. 
Anderson. A total of eight families participated in the program.  The families worked together 

learning different reading strategies in each session.  It was so wonderful to see our parents 
reading with their children and implementing the strategies that were taught within the sessions. 
The school is looking forward to its next program in the spring. Hope to see you there!  
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad - Storybook Character Dress-Up 

Day. 
                                               
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-

News. 
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