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Be There 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

A quick hug, a smile, a simple question will show your child you care. 

 

Register Now for Volusia County Schools’ Summer VPK 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Registration is open for the School District of Volusia County’s free Voluntary Prekindergarten 
Program this summer, which will be held at the following sites: Blue Lake, Cypress Creek, Holly 
Hill, Read-Pattillo, Spirit and Sunrise elementary schools. 
 
Registration takes place at the student’s home zoned school. Parents should call their zoned 
school for an appointment.   
The program will operate 4-days per week, generally Monday through Thursday, beginning 
Tues., June 9, to Thurs., August 6.  School hours are scheduled for 7:50 a.m. – 5 
p.m.  Although breakfast and lunch are served free to all children, transportation is not 
provided.  To participate, a child must: 

 be 5 years-old on or before September 1, 2015; 
 be a resident of Volusia County; and 
 have a current, valid summer 2014-2015 Certificate of Eligibility from the Early Learning 

Coalition of Flagler and Volusia Counties – (386) 323-2400, (386) 736-5010 or 
www.elcfv.org  

 
Families of incoming kindergartners who have not taken advantage of the state’s free Voluntary 
Prekindergarten (VPK) Program should consider enrolling their child.  Studies have shown that 
students who attend VPK generally do significantly better in kindergarten than students who did 
not participate in VPK. 
 
For more information, call (386) 734-7190, 255-6475, 427-5223 or 860-3322, extension 33214 
or 33210, or visit the school district’s website. 
 

Secondary Literacy Educators Recognized 
 

The Secondary Literacy Fair was held on May 16 where educator nominees in grades 6-12 were 

recognized in four separate categories: English Language Arts Teacher of the Year, Reading 

http://www.elcfv.org/
http://myvolusiaschools.org/vpk/Pages/Summer%20VPK.aspx
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%205-21-15/2015%20Teacher%20Award%20Nominees%20and%20Winners.pdf


Teacher of the Year, Literacy Coach of the Year (working in the capacity of reading coach or 
writing coach) and Literacy Support Educator of the Year (including media specialists, academic 
coaches, math, science, or social studies teachers, elective teachers, or school administrators). 
 
Thirty-six secondary educators were nominated by administrators, fellow educators, parents and 
students through a link placed on the VCS website. The teachers called forward at the literacy 
fair accepted their nominations by completing an on-line application. Their responses were read 
and scored on a rubric by district level personnel to determine the winner for each category. 
These nominees represent just a small percentage of the wonderful educators in Volusia 
County who support literacy in all its many capacities. The winners each received a plaque and 
a basket filled with prizes donated by our generous business partners. 
 

The Arts are Alive in Volusia 
 

Congratulations to all K-12 Visual Art programs across the district.  It has been an amazing 
year. Both art teachers and their students have more than created and participated, they have 

excelled! 

 

Starke Elementary Principal to be Honored 
 

Dwayne Copeland, first-year principal at Starke Elementary, has been selected to receive the 
West Volusia Branch NAACP “Difference Maker of the Year” award.  He was chosen for his 
outstanding efforts in turning around Starke Elementary from a struggling school to a thriving 
community school.  Mr. Copeland, along with his faculty and staff, are working hand-in-hand 
with the community, which is rallying around him by pledging their support for the school. 
This year, the school revived its Parent Teacher Association (PTA). Through the PTA, parents 
and community members became involved with functions such as Muffins For Mom, Doughnuts 
With Dad and Grandparents Day. The Starke PTA also helped the community celebrate the 
holiday season with Koala Winterfest, which was held at the school, and with a float in the 
DeLand Christmas Parade.  
 
Mr. Copeland along with his staff helped encourage the students’ love for reading by hosting a 
family reading night after school. They also celebrated literacy week with daily activities, 
including a Book Buffett held after school and a character dress up day. Reading isn’t the only 
thing Starke Elementary is celebrating with students this year. Starke is enriching science with 
field studies at the Sanford Zoo, Orlando Science Center, Canaveral National Seashore and by 
growing a pizza garden on campus. The math team also encouraged the love of math by 
hosting a math day complete with a math bee competition. Mr. Copeland is working hard to 
make Starke Elementary a success story. He will be presented the “Difference Maker of the 
Year” award at the West Volusia Branch NAACP’s 25th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet on 
Friday, June 5, at the New Hope Baptist Church, Deltona. 
 

News of Note 
Submitted by each school’s Key Communicator 

 

Valentina Catinella, a junior at Atlantic High, received the 2015 Port Orange Youth 
Achievement Award.  As a member of SGA, Valentina coordinated blood drives that doubled 
previous numbers.  Her leadership skills, dedication and character have recently earned her the 
title of AFJROTC Corps Commander, SGA President and Key Club Vice President for the next 
school year.  She is also a member of the National Honor Society and will travel to Colombia 
this summer as a Youth Ambassador through Partners of America. Valentina’s recommendation 

http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%205-21-15/Arts%20Programs-Preston.pdf
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%205-21-15/Arts%20Programs-Preston.pdf


letters emphasized her energy, attention to detail and her ability to inspire and encourage others 
as her greatest qualities. 
 
Ms. Finley, science instructor at Campbell Middle and the S.W.A.G. (Students Who Admire 
Greatness) club recently visited LEGOLAND. Students were able to code and program robots. 
The park’s STEM facilitators said, "This is the best class we've ever had!" And the bus driver 
agreed!  
 
Mr. Nathan Murphy was Campbell Middle’s First Year Teacher of the Year, and on April 27 he 
was selected as the District’s First Year Teacher of the Year!  
 
Campbell Middle welcomed the incoming sixth grade students at a special orientation for 
parents and students.  During this well attended event, the newly appointed principal, Mrs. Kellie 
Carter Lewis, was introduced by the current principal, Mr. Craig Zablo.  
 
On May 7, Campbell Middle held a recognition dinner for the volunteers and business 
partners.  “It was best attended volunteer recognition event since I’ve been principal of 
Campbell”, said Mr. Craig Zablo.  Among those honored were several mentors from Bethune-
Cookman University and their professors.   
 
Champion Elementary’s first Career Day was a huge success.  Students went through four 

rotations listening to professionals talk about their jobs.  The adults helped students realize what 
they are learning right now in school will one day help them meet their future career 
goals.  Daytona International Speedway and the Daytona Tortugas talked about how they use 
math every day and teamwork in their careers.  Mr. Timothy Franks a massage therapist, went 
over the science he uses in his job and talked about all the muscles.  Mr. Tony Hayes of 
Industry Salon talked about how he must really listen to his customers to be successful and why 
listening skills are so important.  Officer Jones brought some firemen and EMT’s with him.  They 
spoke about how perseverance and hard work pay off in their careers.  To help students learn 
about different careers, books were purchased through a Futures grant written by Jacqueline 
Ouellette.  The books covered careers on everything from archaeologists, deep-sea fishermen, 
marine biologists, armed services, volcanologists and more.  Students ended the day writing a 
short essay about what they want to be when they grow up. 
 
Fifth graders at Coronado Beach Elementary celebrated Justice Day with Attorney Larry 

Avallone as guest speaker.  Justice Day gives students an opportunity to ask a local attorney 

questions regarding the Bill of Rights and learn about Florida’s justice system and laws, and 
develop critical thinking about our country’s constitutional system. 
 
Coronado Beach Elementary’s PTA hosted a school-wide beautification project in honor of 
Earth Day.  Each student received a marigold to plant in various locations around campus.  This 
was a great opportunity for students to work as a community while taking pride in the school and 

the earth.  
 
Congratulations to the Creekside Middle Robotics Team who recently attended the second 

annual Rube Goldberg Competition taking home the Team Chemistry Trophy: Maddison H., 
Abdullah A., Kaleigh H. and Emily H. 
 
DeBary Elementary's Fitness Team, made up of 4th and 5th grade students, participated in the 
Kiwanis Jr. Olympics.  The event was held at DeLand High on April 25. The 5th grade boys won 
their division, and four DeBary students were individual champions in their events.  The P.E. 
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teachers sponsored four clubs this year, including the Volleyball Club, Morning Mileage Club, 
Run Club and Basketball Club.  
 
Congratulations to Lt. Colonel Moore-Lobban, Deltona High, for receiving the Deland Chamber 
of Commerce Crystal Apple Award.  She was honored on May 12 at a luncheon today along 
with 24 other nominees  
 
Congratulations to Cadet Alexis C. who was recognized by the Mayor of Deltona as the Mayor's 

"Super Star Student of the Month" for May 2015.  Cadet Cruz was recognized for her 
outstanding academics at Deltona High and her outstanding community and volunteer service 
in Deltona and the surrounding communities. 
 
Deltona Lakes Elementary held their first color run on May 8.  Students collected donations with 

all monies going toward the technology fund.  Prizes were offered to the top fund-raisers and to 
teachers with the greatest class participation. Congratulations to Mrs. Phillips, 2nd grade teacher, 
who was the first to turn in all her permission slips.  Mrs. Harris’ kindergarten class raised the most 

money - $383 - with Mrs. Brule’s class right behind them with $364.  Funds are still rolling in but 
the total so far is over $4,500. Kudos to the Color Run committee:  Ms. Cartagena, Ms. Castro, 
Ms. Miller, Mrs. Plitzko, Mrs. Santiago, Mrs. Shock and especially Mrs. Church who 
spearheaded the event.  One student from each grade level who raised the most money will 

enjoy a silly string party with Ms. Rivera, school principal. 
 
Deltona Lakes Elementary extended day students hit the stage on April 29. Students ranging 
from kindergarten to fifth grade showcased their dancing abilities through a 40-minute dance 

recital. For many of these students-turned-dancers, this was their first time ever performing or 
learning choreography. The showcase was absolutely fabulous and a true testament of how 

talented, courageous, and dedicated to learning, Deltona Lakes students are.  Congratulations 
to all the dancers for their show-stopping performances.  Thank you, Miss Iamesi, 4th grade 
teacher, for leading the dance troupe for to Ms. Karin Thompson, EDEP facilitator, for 
supporting the endeavor. 
 
Team Deltona Middle under the leadership of team captain, Tonya Griffin, FFEA and SGA 
students participated in the Deltona Relay for Life benefiting the American Cancer Society on 

May 2 at Dewey O. Booster Park.  This event was a community-based, volunteer-driven activity 
designed to increase awareness, as well as raise funds.  Relay for Life represents the hope that 

those lost to cancer will never be forgotten, that those who are currently fighting cancer get all 
the support they need, and that eventually one day…cancer will be eliminated. Deltona Middle 
students took part in many activities to bring awareness and assist with raising funds for the 
American Cancer Society.  Students participated in a cancer awareness writing contest which 
provided them with an opportunity to research topics emphasizing ways to stay healthy.  The 
winner received a gift card to the local bowling alley.  Students participated in fundraising 
activities such as a doughnut sale.  Wear Purple Day gave students, teachers and staff an 
opportunity to show support and team spirit in the fight against cancer.  “Put a Cap on Cancer” 
hat day (eliminate cancer) gave students an opportunity to donate a dollar to wear a 
cap/hat.  Team Deltona Middle students raised $271.76. Bringing awareness to issues like 
cancer motivates students to become problem solvers and to make a difference in the 
community. 
 
Deltona Middle was the grand champion of the Rube Goldberg Machine Competition.  The team 

consisted of Kristen J. and Gabriel J.  The students applied science, technology, engineering 
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and math in various contexts making connections between school, community, work and the 
global market place to create the winning R.G. machine. Way to go Chargers…great job! 
 
This spring the Discovery Elementary 4th and 5th grade choruses have been very active.  On 
March 17 the choruses participated in a Music in Our Schools Month concert at the Deltona 
Middle.  They sang along with the middle school chorus, orchestra and band.  On April 3, 65 
students from the chorus had the exciting opportunity to sing the National Anthem at the Orlando 
Solar Bears Hockey game.  They ended their season with their spring concert in combination with 
the school art show at on May 7.  Their selections included: Funga Alafia, Old Dan Tucker, One 
Wish, R-A-G-T-I-M-E, Old Joe Clark, Brand New Day and Cantaré, Cantarás. 
 
Discovery Elementary girls joined fellow Volusia county students at Father Lopez High school 
April 25 for the Girls on the Run 5K.  The school is proud of the Discovery Girls on the Run for all 
their hard work. 
 
Edgewater Public poets wrapped up their month long study of poetry with a Poet’s Café 
evening.  Students shared their personal poems as well as some of their published favorites to a 
packed audience who snapped instead of clapping!  Neil Keeran provided background music on 

drums for each poem read and attendees enjoyed homemade, delicious hot chocolate. 
 
Friendship Elementary’s school improvement plan of increasing student achievement with an 
emphasis on instructional technology and differentiating instruction was recently enhanced by 
Michael Cicchetti from Learning Technology.  Mr. Cicchetti provided professional development 
on Office 365 and OneNote to Friendship’s media specialist, academic coaches, administrators 
and  teachers in 3rd, 4th and 5th grade for project based learning and collaboration.  Multiple 
learning sessions provided by Mr. Cicchetti also included instructing students on interactive 
notebooks through the use of Office 365 and OneNote.  This training is helping the school as a 
team to become more adept in the use of instructional technology tools to strengthen project 
based learning and collaboration with peers.  
 
Congratulations to Ms. Barnes and the Galaxy Middle Symphonic Band for their straight superior 

ratings at this year’s music performance assessments!  The students exhibited poise and 
perfection as they played their three prepared pieces and two sight reading pieces.  They have 
worked all year toward this goal and their hard work definitely paid off. 
 
Congratulations to Mrs. Wade and Galaxy Middle’s chorus students for their performance at 
music performance assessments.  They scored three excellent ratings for their on stage 
performance and superior for their site reading.  They were so polished and professional and 
represented Galaxy so well.   
Thank you so much to Ms. McClarty, Ms. Brichler, the entire science team, and so many others 
who contributed to Galaxy’s 2nd annual Science Lock-In. What an incredible event!  This was 
not a time where kids just got to “stay out all night”.  Students had to do work in each station and 
earn tickets which could be turned in for yummy treats.  This fun night gave 8th graders a final 
boost of information before they took the Science FCAT.   
 
Congratulations to Hinson Middle’s very own Mr. Prather and his robotics team, they placed 

second at the 2nd Annual Volusia County Middle School Rube Goldberg tournament sponsored 
by Bethune-Cookman University.  The team, consisting of Zach H., Madison D., Lucas C. and 
Grant D., won 2nd place in the engineering category.  Way to go Hurricanes, blazing the way 
into the future! 
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Congratulations to Damaree O. and De-Aveon S., Holly Hill School students, for receiving the 

Citizenship Award at the Food Brings Hope End of Year Celebration.  The event took place at 
Mainland High with Superintendent Tom Russell, Governor Rick Scott, and Food Brings Hope 
Founder Forough Hosseini in attendance to present the awards.  After the award ceremony, the 
students were treated to an afternoon of fun at the Daytona International Speedway. 
 
Kindergarteners at R.J. Longstreet Elementary invited their mothers to tea.  It’s an annual event 

that takes place close to Mother’s Day. Students are asked to bring in a special tea cup for the 
celebration that features them performing Jack Hartmann’s song, “Did You See a Penguin 
Come to Tea?” After their performance, the kindergarteners joined their mothers for tea and 
doughnuts.  The special one-hour program gave students and their mothers “together” time for 
relaxation and fun. 
 
Samantha D., New Smyrna Beach High student, has been selected to serve as a member of the 

inaugural SeaWorld & Busch Gardens Youth Advisory Council.  The Council brings together 
young leaders from across the country, ranging in age from 14-20, to provide input and ideas to 
SeaWorld Parks and Entertainment and its partners regarding conservation initiatives, 
education programs, and strategies for reaching and engaging young people in conservation 
work. The members of this council will serve a two year term, during which time they will work 
alongside leading professionals in the fields of conservation and education and elevate the 
importance of youth leadership in these fields.  Seventeen members, including Samantha, were 
selected to serve on this council as a result of their experiences in conservation, youth-
leadership and service programs.  The school is so proud of her!  For more information on the 
work of SeaWorld & Busch Gardens visit www.seaworld.com.  
 
The New Smyrna Beach High Cuda 5K had 146 walkers and runners ranging between ages 7-
86 years old.  The race was held on the school’s District Championship Cross Country 
course.  The course has several scenic sections, rolling through patches of vibrant ferns in the 
woods to pristine grassy slopes by the lake in front of the school.  This race was a true cross 
country event with less than 5% of the course on hard surfaces.  Overall male champion was 
NSBHS’s very own Anthony Peer with a time of 17:43 and the overall female champion was 11-
year-old Haydyn Pouncey with a time of 21:31. Coach Tager and Coach Zavala were very 
pleased with the huge success. 
 
Meghan D., eighth grade art student at New Smyrna Middle, recently was recognized for her art 

submission to the Lion’s Club International Peace Poster Contest.  Meghan was invited to 
attend the District 35 State Conference Meeting in Ocala and received $1,000 for her 
design.  Additionally, her design was featured in the Lion’s Club magazine, which is distributed to 

clubs in over 200 countries.  Meghan’s design will now go on to International judging. 
 
Math teacher, DeAnna McDuffie, organized fundraising efforts for Relay for Life at New Smyrna 
Middle this school year.  Thanks to her organizational efforts and the support and dedication of 
the faculty and staff, the school was able to raise and donate $1886 to Relay for Life.  
 
New Smyrna Middle FFEA recently organized fundraising efforts for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society through their Pasta for Pennies fundraiser. Through this event, the school 
was able to raise and donate $1,452 for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  
 
On May 12, four students at Orange City Elementary were treated to a McDonald’s lunch with 

Ms. Andrea Hall, assistant principal, due to their efforts during the third quarter in Reading 
Counts.  The students were the top scoring students in each of their grade levels.  The winners 
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were:  Ariel S. (2nd grade), Braden A. (3rd grade), Fox H. (4th grade) and Beverly E. (5th 
grade).  Congratulations to these students for their efforts and achievements. Keep reading, 
Roadrunners, we are proud of you! 
 
Orange City Elementary held its annual Slime Assembly on May 8.  Sixteen students earned 
the right to dump a cup of slime on a teacher by bringing in donations of $40 or more during the 
Jump-a-thon event for the American Heart Association.  One student, Halas Engstrand, raised a 
total of $370, and he chose to dump an entire bucket of slime on his teacher, Mrs. Larsh.  Thank 

you to all students for their support in raising money for such a good cause, and a special thank 
you to teachers for their willingness to being slimed in front of the entire school! 

 
Students and families from Orange City Elementary participated in National Bike to School 

Day.  They were supported in their ride by Orange City Mayor Tom Laputka, Vice Mayor Gary 
Blair, City Manager Jamie Croteau, and several members of the Orange City Police Department 
including the OCPD Bike Patrol Unit.  The event began in 2012 as a way to encourage students 
to safely bicycle to school.  Helmets were provided to children who did not have one, and the 
Bike Patrol Unit assisted with correctly fitting the helmets on children prior to the ride. 
 
Orange City Elementary celebrated Author Night on May 12, an annual event designed to 
promote literacy   Approximately 200 students and family members attended the event to meet 
retired Volusia County Schools teacher and newly published author, Sara Husebo.  Sara shared 
her book, “Cinderella’s Treasures,” with students who were very eager to listen to the story.  There 

were three different rotations for students and families that included Sara sharing her story, 
students writing an acrostic poem about family, and parents and students reading books to each 

other in the media center.  The media center also offered a Buy One, Get One Free Book Fair to 
families.  In addition to the rotations, kindergarten students who had mastered all 81 sight words 
were honored with certificates on stage.  The top five Reading Counts winners in first grade 
were also recognized on stage for their accomplishments.  Keep reading, Roadrunners! 
 
The amazing students at Ormond Beach Elementary are at it again!  On May 6, the entire 
school took part in its annual Art Field Day.  This year the theme was “Express Yourself” and the 
students did such a great job at painting their word murals on the washable paint wall.  Thank 

you, Ruth Bethea, academic coach, and Wendall Fuller, art teacher, for their hard work in 
getting everything ready for the kids.  The artwork looks terrific and the kids had a fantastic time.  
 
Congratulations to the Ormond Beach Elementary Teacher of the Quarter, Lori Gregson.  Ms. 

Gregson is the school counselor and it is an honor to have her as a part of the Ormond Beach 
Elementary family.  She has been with Volusia County Schools for 11 years, serving Chisholm 
Elementary, Ormond Beach Middle, and now Ormond Beach Elementary. 
 
This week we honored the many volunteers that dedicate so much of their time to Ormond 
Beach Elementary and its students.  Their hard work and genuine caring nature for students is 
an integral part of the school’s success.  Ms. Tomlinson’s kindergarten class prepared a brief 
song for them (see attached video link) and many of the classrooms prepared special gifts for 
their volunteers.  It was a beautiful day to be a part of the Ormond Beach Elementary family. 
https://youtu.be/-cOjNw5dRXY 
 
Recently, Mrs. Dockery’s second grade class at Osceola Elementary visited Ms. Dodd’s fourth 
grade class. Dodd’s Dragons taught “Fruit Loop Math” to their second grade math 

buddies.  Each student was given a cup of Fruit Loops cereal.  Students learned how to divide 
the cereal using fractions, for example, what is one-half of ten? What is one-fifth of 
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twenty?  Working together, students solved a variety of problems posted on the board.  All 
students enjoyed learning with their buddies.  Partners asked to stay together to read stories 
after the math lesson. 
 
Osceola Elementary’s primary students recently participated in vehicle day. Each class had the 
opportunity to visit various service vehicles and learn more about how they are used around our 

community.  Some highlights included a police car, a bus from the VOTRAN public 
transportation system, and a repair truck from Florida Power and Light. 
 
With a welcome from the Ormond Beach Chamber, Osceola Elementary saluted its teacher of 
the quarter.  As tokens of appreciation were presented, Ms. Meredith Gilbert’s first and second 
grade students were elated that their teacher was recognized for her outstanding teaching. 

 
Each year, Osceola Elementary sponsors a breakfast celebration to honor its hard-working and 
much-appreciated volunteers.  In addition to awards and recognitions, volunteers were treated to 
a wonderful spring music performance by chorus students, under the direction of Mr. Dave 

Hollingsworth. 
 
Congratulations to Dance Teacher Zoie Hendricks, the Pantherettes, and the dance classes for 
a wonderful spring recital at Pine Ridge High.  Congratulations to Theatre Teacher Sally 
Daykin for leading on an awesome presentation of student directed one act 
plays.  Congratulations to Coaches Michelle King and Ed Murray for a very successful flag 
football season.  The team posted a winning record and qualified for the district playoffs. 
 
Air Force JROTC at Pine Ridge High has been selected to receive the 2014-2015 Air Force 
JROTC Distinguished Unit with Merit Award. This award recognizes Air Force JROTC units that 
have performed above and beyond normal expectations, and that have distinguished 
themselves through outstanding service to their school and community while meeting the Air 
Force JROTC mission of producing better citizens for America. The objectives of the JROTC 
program are to educate and train high school cadets in citizenship and life skills; promote 
community service; instill responsibility, character, and self-discipline through character 
education, and to provide instruction in air and space fundamentals.  
 
On May 7, Port Orange Elementary hosted its annual Celebrate the Arts event.  Each student in 
the school exhibited their self chosen, best art piece.  Thanks to a FUTURES grant, every 
student had their art work shown professionally on the school’s new displays.  Each student also 

presented special writing for the Young Artists Display in the cafeteria. Finally, the chorus and 
Orff ensemble performed for the entire school.  Special guests, Mrs. Gordon and her fourth 
grade class, surprised everyone with a concert featuring an original song written by Mrs. Gordon 
for Margaret Williams, Port Orange Elementary’s art teacher and TOTY district finalist.  It was 

truly a Celebration of the Arts! 
 
Primary students at Port Orange Elementary were recently treated to a variety of work utility 
vehicles in the parent pick-up loop.  Vehicle Day, coordinated by guidance counselor, Amy Otto, 

provided students with an opportunity to meet many professionals, while getting an up-close 
look at their vehicle which is a necessity to their daily routines.  Some of the vehicles present 
were fire trucks, police cars and motorcycles used by the police, Ponce Inlet Marine Science 

Center, utility vehicles, beach patrol, American Red Cross, and more. 

 
Congratulations River Springs Middle boys basketball team. The Gators were undefeated 11 – 
0, taking not only the westside championship, but the district championship.  Congratulations to 
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River Springs Middle 8th grade students Ethan and Bethany for placing in the 2015 Secondary 
Literacy Fair. River Springs Middle outstanding literacy educators: Jacquelynn Collins, Carri 
Baker, Bridget Traynom and Kristin McCrory were recognized during the opening ceremony of 
the Volusia County Literacy Fair at DeLand Middle. River Springs Middle was selected by Wells 
Fargo in Orange City to be a recipient of the Wells Fargo Community Connection Grant. On 
May 14, the school was presented with a check in the amount of $1,000 to support general 
operating expenses.   
 
On April 30, Spruce Creek Elementary multi-VE and pre-K classes took part in their first 
Special Olympics culminating event.  This event was the ending challenge for students to 
demonstrate sports related skills that they learned throughout the year.  The event is part of the 
Special Olympics Motor Activity Training Program (MATP) and Young Athletes Program.  The 
MATP program is designed for athletes with severe or profound intellectual disabilities who are 
unable to participate in Official Special Olympics sport competitions because of their skill and/or 
functional abilities.  The Young Athletes program is a unique sport and play program for children 
with intellectual disabilities.  The focus is on fun activities that are important to mental and 
physical growth.  Spruce Creek High students, along with Fans in the Stands from Mrs. White’s 
3rd grade class, supported the athletes as they went through each station.  Thank you to all the 
volunteers, teachers, parents, coaches and assistants that helped make this a great success. 
 
At Southwestern Middle, students in Mr. Donald D’Orto’s fourth period civics class conducted 
a live, interactive Skype in the Classroom interview with award-winning author Jane Wood. Mrs. 
Wood is an author of several elementary and middle school books, as well as a former public 
school teacher living in Jacksonville, Florida.  Skype provides the ability for two groups of 
people to interact over a live web stream.  This Skype in the Classroom interview provided 
students, Mr. D’Orto, Southwestern Middle Principal Ms. Mamie Oatis, Assistant Principal Mr. 
Charlie Bynum and Mrs. Wood an opportunity to share how valuable the writing, editing, and 
rewriting process is to a great paper.  Mrs. Wood also shared how her knowledge of civics 
assists her in writing her books. Students came forward to ask questions about her work and 
received real-time, live answers! Mrs. Wood is an author of several elementary and middle 
school books, including her award-winning work “Ghosts on the Coast:  A Visit to Savannah and 
the Low Country” (a 2012 Mom’s Choice Award Silver Recipient).  Educators interested in 
conducting their own Skype in the Classroom interviews may begin their journey with a visit to 
Skype in the Classroom at:  https://education.skype.com/.  

 
Sunrise Elementary hosted a One Book,One School event on April 27.  This event is an 
opportunity to bind the community and school together in friendship and literacy.  Twenty-one 
community members, leaders and business partners attended the event to create a shared 

reading experience with every student at Sunrise.  Guest readers visited classrooms to read the 
first chapter of the book, “The Adventures of Beanboy” by Lisa Harkrader. Students were invited to 

celebrate reading this title by participating in the school’s family event on May 21 with various 
activities related to the elements and theme of the book. 
 
This year, 5th grade students at Starke Elementary read the first book in the Kingdom Keepers 
series of books, entitled “Disney After Dark” by Ridley Pearson.  It tells the story of five 
youngsters who protect the Disney World theme park at night from different Disney 
villains.  Emulating the events in the book, Starke’s 5th grade students embarked on an adventure 

at Disney World’s Magic Kingdom in search of clues to solve puzzles involving critical thinking, 
observation and language arts skills.  
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Starke Elementary students celebrated National Bike to School Day on May 6.  Equipped with 

helmets and reflective bracelets, students learned about bike safety, and rode together on their 
bikes and scooters to school with PE Coach LeRoy and Principal Copeland. 
 
Sweetwater Elementary’s third, fourth, and fifth graders, performed the musical “Alice in 

Wonderland Jr.” to sold out crowds in the MerryBeth Schmidt Performing Arts Room.  The musical 

was a huge success thanks to the musical direction and guidance of music instructors Mrs. 
Heather LeFils and Mrs. Cara Boone, along with support of Second Grade Teacher Mr. Joey 
Sita and Fourth Grade Teacher Mrs. Sara Muller. Through the generosity of the PTA, parent 
volunteers, school district employees and local businesses, they collaborated and helped make 
this one of the biggest and brightest musical productions in the school's history.  The production 

was dedicated to our beloved Music Teacher MerryBeth Schmidt, who passed away in 
October.  The children performed beautifully and had a wonderful time acting, singing and 
working together! 
 
The Florida Department of Education congratulated Sweetwater Elementary for winning this 
quarter’s Elementary/Middle School FFEA Chapter Program Award. The FFEA students, Ashley 

F., Brianna C., Marlena L., Mariah M., Caroline W., Trista W., and Paige F., worked in 
conjunction with the Student Government Association (SGA) and music program at the Spring 
Port Orange Family Days.  The students ran a booth to sell supplies and raise awareness about 
music, SGA, FFEA and the school's upcoming performance of "Alice in 
Wonderland."  Sweetwater’s FFEA chapter also held a pet food and supply collection drive to 
benefit a local pet rescue called Pawsibilities and were able to collect almost 300 pounds of 
food and other supplies.  The students provided their teachers with special Valentine's Day 
messages, created by the FFEA students, to let them know that they are valued and 
appreciated.  At the annual Volusia County FFEA Conference, Sweetwater Elementary took 
home 2nd place in the performance category for elementary schools.  The skit detailed how 
teachers are “Super Heroes” and change the lives of their students.  The skit was also 
performed during Teacher Appreciation Week.  The students came up with the script, made 
their own capes and props, and also created a beautiful banner that represented the 
school.  Sweetwater students also entered the essay competition, writing about how teachers 
have made a difference in their own lives.  The FFEA Chapter was also awarded a $350 grant 
from the PTA to use toward materials for Teacher Appreciation Week, as well as other supplies 
for the organization.  Keep up the good work Sweetwater FFEA and thank you to the faculty 
sponsors Mrs. Katie Asbill and Mrs. Jamie Turner. 
 
Many students and families participated in the Timbercrest Elementary Bike to School Day on 

May 6.  Participants met, including School Board Member Mrs. Johnson, at the corner of 
Catalina/Eustace to kick off the event.  Upon arriving at school, students received a goodie bag 
filled with school related treats. 
 
Timbercrest Elementary was represented by nine students to the Volusia County Science Fair, 
who did an amazing job presenting and answering questions in regard to their projects.  These 
students experienced interactive educational stations, learning about other concepts in science 
that really captured their interest.  When they weren’t rotating through stations, they had the 
exceptional opportunity to be questioned and interviewed by random judges who were teachers 
from within the county, as well as district personnel.  Congratulations to the following students 
for their accomplishments and hard work: Christopher Harrison, David Volz, Madison Sullivan, 
Madelyn Rachels, Molly Woerner, Michael Garcia, Caidi Young, Narielis Rosa and Mackenzie 
Corn. 
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Students at Turie T. Small Elementary enjoyed “Vehicle Day,” organized by school counselor, 
Cari Hankerd.  Students viewed an emergency rescue vehicle from the Red Cross, a fire engine 
from the Daytona Beach Fire Department, and a high performance speedboat and many other 

exciting vehicles. 
 
The Reading Education Assistance Dogs (R.E.A.D.) program strives to improve children’s 
reading and communication skills by having students read to an animal.  These R.E.A.D. 
animals are registered therapy dogs who volunteer with their owner/handlers.  Retired teacher 
Janet Harris has two therapy dogs that she has been bringing to Turie T. Small Elementary for 

two years.  Recently, Ms. Harris hosted an end of the year celebration and each student 
received a special book, certificate and a rose for participating.  One of the dogs, Windsor, has 
been visiting Turie T. Small for 12 years when Ms. Harris taught at the school.  Students have 
enjoyed learning about various types of therapy dogs and are always excited when Windsor and 
Chloe visit. 
 
Fourth graders at Turie T. Small Elementary in Miss Mazza’s math enrichment group are 

creating board games to review previously taught skills and concepts. In the planning phase, the 
groups decide what math concept(s) they’ll focus on and how they’ll structure their game.  The 

students carefully write and revise situational story problems to challenge their classmates who 
will later play their games.  Each group writes its own rules for playing, picks a theme for their 
board and constructs their project from start to finish.  The students are excited and proud to share 
their games and play them with others! 
 
Westside Elementary recently held an event for students and families titled “Trip To 
Seussville”.  Everyone was invited to Jump On Board the Reading Train for an exciting evening 
to promote literacy. There were four stations which were the reading room, the craft room, the 
snack room and the rocking n’ rolling room.  Mrs. Diana Simmons who serves on “Westside’s 
Night Alive” marketing team and is the president of the Ormond Historical Society was the guest 
reader for the night. Mrs. Simmons read a Seuss book and captivated the children by acting out 
the story.  As the train whistle blew for all to change stations they were greeted by Thing 1 and 
Thing 2 in the hall to help escort them to their stations.  Thing 1 and Thing 2 also visited the 
rooms interacting with the children. In the rocking and rolling room students participated with the 
Cat in the Hat dancing around the chairs to music.  When the music stopped, a number was 
drawn and the child standing at the number won a book.  Thanks to a FUTURES grant, the 
children were able to go home with brand new books based on some of the most popular 
titles.  One of the goals in the grant was to give children books that would make them excited 
about reading, but most of all make them want to read.  The night was a success thanks to the 
grant from FUTURES as well as the volunteers who participated to make it a special night.  Mr. 
Earnest McCante, who is a parent at the school, was the star as Westside’s version of Cat in 
the Hat. Also, a special thanks to Wyatt Askew and Bryce Sparks for being Thing 1 and Thing 2.  
 
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
 

Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad – Tomoka Teacher Wins 2-Year 

Car Lease. 
                                               
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail 
VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior 

editions of e-News. 
 

Follow us on Twitter 
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