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Be There 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Start the new year off by connecting with your child in meaningful ways  

during the every day moments of life.  Be There. 
  

Free Football Clinic Offered at Mainland High 
  
The 2nd Annual Bud Asher’s Kick Back to Central Florida Clinic will be held on Sunday, February 
8, at Mainland High School.  The free clinic is limited to the first 200 athletes. Participants will 

receive a free clinic shirt and lunch will be provided. The deadline for registration is January 24 
(or until the limit is filled).  To register, fill out the online form. 
  
The staff will include numerous current and former NFL and collegiate athletes, including, but 
not limited to:  Pat O'Donnell - Chicago Bears; Ryan Quigley - NY Jets; Caleb Sturgis - Miami 
Dolphins; Cairo Santos - KC Chiefs; Marquette King - Oakland Raiders; Johnny Hekker - St 
Louis Rams; Mike McCabe - Chicago Bears; Tony Bugeja - Pittsburgh Stealers; University of 
Florida Specialists; University of Kentucky Specialists; and more. 
  

Sugar Mill Elementary Selected for Model Cornerstone Assessment Pilot Project 
  
The National Coalition for Core Arts Standards (NCCAS) announced the selection of Beth 
Dobberstein, art teacher at Sugar Mill Elementary, to complete a pilot of a Model Cornerstone 
Assessment in visual arts. The project is partially funded by a grant from the National 
Endowment for the Arts.  Model Cornerstone Assessments (MCAs), a component of the new 
National Core Arts Standards, were created by the NCCAS Visual Arts Model Cornerstone 
Assessment writing team for the benchmark grades of 2, 5, 8 and the three high school levels 
(proficient, accomplished, advanced) to demonstrate the types of evidence needed to show 
student achievement aligned to targeted performance standards.   
Sugar Mill Elementary was chosen to be one of 17 pilot sites in visual arts from over 260 
applications received by NCCAS. Pilot sites were chosen based on the strength of their 
application, the teacher’s credentials and experience, and the support of the school’s 
administration.  Additionally, as part of the selection process, the professional arts service 
organizations and members of the NCCAS Visual Arts Leadership Team selected chosen pilot 
sites from a diverse representation of urban, suburban, and rural schools from across the 
nation.  Participating educators will begin professional development training in the Core Arts 

http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%201-12-15/Kick%20camp%20flyer.pdf
https://www.oneononekickingcamps.com/bud-ashers-kick/


Standards and the MCAs in January 2015, in order to prepare them to pilot the tasks in their 
classrooms in February.  Student work will be collected and benchmarked during the summer 
for archiving on the NCCAS website.  Individuals and organizations interested in the project can 
follow the work or obtain more details as it unfolds, including a list of the states participating by 
geographic region, on the National Coalition for Core Arts Standards wiki at 
http://nccas.wikispaces.com. 
  

University High Hosts EMS/Military Expo 
  
At 8:15 a.m. on Friday, January 30, University High School will host the 9th Annual EMS/Military 
Expo highlighting more than 40 federal, state and local agencies.  Juniors and seniors will have 
the opportunity to talk to first responders and learn about possible future careers with agencies 
such as the State of Florida Emergency Response Team, Volusia County Fire Rescue and 
NASCAR.   
  
On Saturday, January 31, the community is invited to a 5K walk. Check in is at 8:30 a.m. and 
proceeds will support the Care 4 R Troops organization.  The walk will be followed by an EMS 
vs. Military softball game hosted by the University High softball team at 11 a.m. 
  

News of Note 
Submitted by each school’s Key Communicator 

  
Congratulations to Campbell Middle 8th grade student, Madison White, for making All State 
Honors on the violin.  Madison is one of only two people from the entire county to receive this 
honor.  Before the break the Campbell Middle Marching Spartans performed in two parades: the 
Holly Hill Christmas Parade and the Port Orange Christmas Parade.  The band and the chorus 
also performed to a jam-packed crowd in their annual Winter Concert here the school, in 
addition to playing at the Daytona Auto Mall.  The chorus also performed at Allen Chapel AME 
Church.  Congratulations to Mr. Echols and all involved.   
  
On January 29, the Rotary Club of Daytona Beach West will present a Student Leadership 
Conference at Campbell Middle.  There will be six breakout sessions throughout the day 
providing all students in attendance the opportunity to attend three different sessions.  The 
sessions will include: Handling Peer Pressure, Identifying Your Strengths, Communicating 
Effectively, Handling Stress, The Choice is Yours and Bully Proofing Yourself.  There will also 
be a panel discussion in the afternoon with local business people.  The panel will be comprised 
of representatives from the military, entrepreneurship, athletic leadership, medicine, law 
enforcement, justice, city government, clergy and education.  
  
December was a time for student talent to shine through at Champion Elementary.  Mrs. Light, 
the music teacher, produced a winter production that included 90 students.  The group put on 
their version of Annie including big “Broadway” style song and dance productions.  The Orff 

ensemble played the music to some of the songs while the performers sang.  It was an 
impressive production.  The group performed the play three times to a full audience.  During the 
month of December, Champion also had their Honey Bear Dance Team and Flag Corp march in 
two parades.  The group is sponsored by Mrs. Adkins, Mrs. Downing and Mrs. Taylor.  The 
team placed 2nd in the Holly Hill parade and are still awaiting results from the Ormond Beach 
parade. 
  
Chisholm Elementary fifth grade gifted students were treated to a Civil War Gallery Walk by 

Mrs. Stevens…the school’s resident Civil War buff!  The children learned all about the daily life 
of a soldier and their families including the foods they ate, the social graces of the time period 
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and how much soldiers in the field were paid.  The students tried on Civil War garb and sampled 

“hardtack”—a staple of the soldiers—a simple cracker made of flour, water and salt.  They also 

got the chance to sit on a saddle and pretend they were “back in time.”  The kids were intrigued 
and fascinated while discussing Abraham Lincoln’s presidency and assassination.  Stories could 
have been shared for hours!  It was a wonderful culmination of our Civil War studies and truly 
brought all the dates, battles and information from the books to life. 
  
Citrus Grove Elementary participated in WESH 2 Share your Christmas Food Drive which 
benefits Second Harvest Food Bank.  Students in the S.L.E.W. club, which stands for Service, 
Leadership, Environment, WOW, along with 4th grade teachers, Mrs. Sieg and Mrs. 
Duchesneau, and guidance counselor, Mrs. Copes, even made it on WESH news!   
  
Gingerbread Lane was a wonderful event at Citrus Grove Elementary.  The student work and 

teacher creativity was seen throughout the school.  It took teamwork from the whole school to 
make it a magical night.  The judges were so complimentary and had a tough decision to 
make!  The first place winner for the primary grades was Mrs. Derstine and her kindergarten 
class.  The first place winner for the intermediate grades was Mrs. Berner.  Mr. Tom Russell, 
area superintendant, even shared his thoughts on twitter! #Eagles Soar. 
  
Coronado Beach Elementary is excited to begin the R.E.A.D.ing Paws program. This program 

allows a reading education assistance dog and its handler to work with emerging readers in an 
effort to promote literacy and build reading confidence in the student.  Shiva and her handler, 
Miss Elaine, had their first visit in early January.  First grade students had the opportunity to 
read to Shiva in a one-on-one setting. This program is scheduled to continue weekly through 
April.  
  
DeLand High had several students compete in this year’s “Everybody, Everyday! Contest. The 
contest is run by the School Social Services Attendance Committee of Volusia County 
Schools.  Students have the opportunity to create poems, posters and rap videos showing why 
attendance is important to education and school achievement. Jessica Strickland, 10th grade, 
and James Gibbs, 9th grade, were the first and second place winners of the poster contest, 
respectively.  Thomas Bryant, 10th grade, was the first place winner of the poem contest.  The 
Everybody, Everyday Contest is a part of the Volusia County Schools district attendance 
initiative to show the importance of attendance.  
  
Mazda will be visiting DeLand High for the second year in a row on Wednesday, January 
21.  Mazda will present a powerful, fully illustrated presentation that shows the importance of 
each one of the disciplines of science, technology, engineering and mathematics and the role 
they play in motorsports.  In addition, Mazda will have the TUDOR United Sports Car 
Championship SKYACTIV-D Clean Diesel Prototype show car.  Lastly, select professional race 
drivers and engineers from Mazda Motorsports will be on hand to provide real-life examples of 
what it takes to race at the highest level of the sport.  As an engineering company, it makes 
sense that Mazda would leverage its world-class prototype racing program to encourage 
students to think about science, technology, engineering and math in a different way.  Mazda 
launched its "Racing Accelerates Creative Education" or R.A.C.E. program as an interactive 
learning forum designed to motivate and engage the next generation of STEM superstars.  The 
goal is to reach at least a dozen schools across North America.  Mazda has a history of taking 
the path less trodden and of successfully using technology and engineering in ways that no one 
else would even consider. Mazda’s first R.A.C.E. presentation was in DeLand High School last 
year.   
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Deltona Lakes Elementary students rallied to support our troops during the holiday season by 
using their writing skills to create cards and letters for soldiers in Afghanistan.  Families also 
sent in donations of toiletries, snack items, movies, books, etc. to send overseas.  The school 
collected about 75 cards/pictures and four large bags of donations valued at approximately 
$125.  Congratulations to Mrs. Phillips’ 2nd grade class for bringing in the most donations.  They 
won a pizza party for their efforts.  
  
The City of Deltona’s fire department hosted a 30-year celebration and annual open 
house.  Three Deltona Lakes Elementary students were winners in the fire department’s 

coloring/drawing contest.  Congratulations to Lauren Powell (3rd grade – Ms. Castro), Samara 
Auerbach (5th grade – Mrs. Harris) and Bria James (4th grade – Miss Broughton.) 
  
Darion Washington, first grader from Mrs. Johnson’s class at Deltona Lakes Elementary, won 
first place and $100 in the greeting card competition sponsored by the Deltona Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Committee.  A total of 433 entries were received from the Deltona area schools at all 
levels.   
  
Edgewater Public student, Dawson F., earned enough Reading Counts points to be the Media 
Specialist for the morning.  Dawson read a book to kindergarten and helped students to check 

out books. 
  
Freedom Elementary’s 4th and 5th grade Girls on The Run Team participated in a 5K race at 

Father Lopez High in December.  The girls were lead by kindergarten teachers, Mrs. Getchell, 
and Mrs. Harris, during the season and on the day of the race Mrs. Barger, Mrs. Hoover and 
Mrs. Reece volunteered as a run buddies to run with and encourage the girls.  Also, in 
December the entire faculty and students kicked off the winter break by participating in a school-

wide pajama day.  It was a great way to get excited for the accomplishments that were made so 

far this year and get everyone ready to come back strong in the New Year. 
  
Karen Chadwick does much more than supervise 142 children in the Indian River Elementary 
Extended Day Enrichment Program.  She is always thinking ahead for new ways to help her 
community.  For the past six years, she has organized the building and decorating of the 
school’s Christmas float for the Edgewater Holiday Parade and won awards five of those years, 
including the Grand Marshall’s Award for this year. But, the school float is just a means to fulfill 

her real goal – bringing joy to community children. “I just see so many kids out there who don’t 
have anything,” she says. Four years ago, Chadwick got the idea that she could utilize the 
parade to distribute toys and books to Edgewater children.  From the first year, she had a lot of 
support in collecting donations through the school. Since then, the donations have tripled.  The 
collecting begins in January, with donations of new and used books, toys, and stuffed animals 
put away months before the theme for the float is decided.   When it gets close to parade time, 
Indian River’s entry must accommodate the supply of toys to be distributed.  This year, Global 
Pump, Timaquan Trail, Edgewater, donated the use of a 20 foot trailer and truck, driven by 
employee Ronnie Porter, for the event. John Kinsey, art teacher at Indian River, drew out the 
design for “The Old Woman in the Shoe” on plywood, and Bob Schultz, physical education 
coach, cut out the pieces and assembled them. Chadwick, EDEP staff, students, and parents 
painted the two sided float.  Chadwick has the uncanny ability to spot a child who needs a 
special toy and she makes sure her helpers get it delivered.  The joy on the children’s faces is 
proof that she knows her stuff. This year, EDEP collected and distributed 4420 stuffed animals, 
150 toys and 380 books. 
  

http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%201-12-15/Deltona%20Lakes%20pink%20heals%20winners%20011215.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%201-12-15/EPS%20Media%20Specialist%20for%20the%20Day%20-%20Dawson.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%201-12-15/Freedom%20Elementary%20GOTR%20Race.jpeg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%201-12-15/Freedom%20Elementary%20Pajama%20Day.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%201-12-15/Freedom%20Elementary%20Pajama%20Day.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%201-12-15/IRES%20Parade%20Float%20with%20Donations.JPG


Teachers at Indian River Elementary received a nice surprise before the holidays - a sack of 
much needed school supplies.  The supplies were purchased with funds donated by the New 

Smyrna Beach Board of Realtors, one of the school’s generous business partners.  The board also 

donated a large collection of children’s new clothing and shoes for use in the school nurse’s 
clinic. 
  
On December 13, Indian River Elementary students competed in the “Elks Hoop Shoot” held 
at Chisholm Elementary.  Tia Dobson and Nathan Seddon received first place in the 8-9 year 
old age group.  Katie Donaldson and Kaden McClain both took second place. James Hill 
finished third in the 10-11 year old age group. On January 10, Nathan Seddon took first place in 
8-9 year old age group in the district Hoop Shoot at DeLand Middle and will now move on to the 
regional competition.  
  
First grade classes at R.J. Longstreet Elementary experienced an exciting week with fun-filled 
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas” activities tied to English language arts, mathematics, social 
studies and science curriculum.  From Whoville Hair Day to Dress in Green Day, the students 

enthusiastically embraced the series of events that made learning tons of fun.  Whoville Hair 
Day produced some pretty wild and extravagant hairstyles. 
  
The New Smyrna Beach High Lady Cudas basketball team took time out of the holiday 

practices on Christmas Eve to visit the Halifax Hospital “Speediatrics.”  A few players, parents 
and coaching staff visited patients handing out gifts, including coloring books, crayons and other 
items.  For the Lady Cudas it really put things in perspective and made everything they do and 
think seem not so hard.  It was very humbling and was a chance to give back to children and 
bring a little joy in their lives, especially during the holiday season.  Speediatrics, the inpatient 
pediatrics unit at Halifax Health, was designed with the idea of caring for the whole child in 
mind.  Brightly decorated with a racing theme, Speediatrics creates a cheerful and reassuring 
environment for children.  
  
Mrs. Colleen Bender’s gifted/advanced science students at New Smyrna Beach Middle 
attended an interactive science field trip at Daytona State College in December.  Mrs. Judy 
Mason, the chemistry lab coordinator at DSC, set up two college chemistry labs for the students. 
Dr. Picione, another DSC chemistry teacher, wowed the students with many demonstrations, 
including setting a hydrogen balloon on fire, which made the walls shake!  It was a very 
successful and enriching trip for the students. 
  
Becky Yates, 4th grade teacher at Orange City Elementary, was awarded a $200 grant from 
the Volusia County Farm Bureau to create an outdoor portable planter which will be stage one 
in developing an outdoor garden for students.  Students will observe, record data, and learn 
about plant life.   
  
Hoping to surpass last year’s second-place award, Osceola Elementary participated in the City 
of Ormond Beach’s annual Home for the Holidays parade.  Students waited excitedly for the 
start of the parade. Escorted by the safety patrol, dressed as elves, the school chorus rode on 
the float and performed a variety of musical selections during the event. 
  
Science is key at Osceola Elementary.  Classrooms joined an international event in “The Hour 
of Code” during Computer Science Education Week.  Students learned how computer science 
guides computer scientists to accomplish what they want computers to do.  Where would we be 
without smartphones, apps, video games, or Pixar movies?  Technology activities involved 
creativity, problem-solving, collaboration and fun.  On a field trip to the Museum of Arts and 
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Sciences, one student explored wheels and gears.  Exciting science was experienced as 
Osceola’s 5th graders enjoyed a day of learning at the Kennedy Space Center.  Students were all 

smiles as they entered the space flight simulator. 
  
Congratulations go out to Pine Ridge High students, Derreasha Jones and Tia Dennis, winners 
in this year’s Dr. Martin Luther King essay contest.  Derreasha and Tia will be recognized at the 
MLK Breakfast on Saturday, January 17.  Derreasha won first place and a $100 cash 
award.  Tia earned second place and a $75 cash award.  In addition, seniors Kenny Novak and 
Renee McNabb were selected as the Pine Ridge nominees for the NAIA National Football 
Championship Halifax Health Champions of Character Award.  Kenny and Renee were 
recognized at a luncheon at the Ocean Center.  
  
Congratulations to Pine Ridge High teacher, Mrs. Brazee, and her students.  They won third 
place in the Ascent Math video editing contest.  They created a song and video rap about math.   
  
The District Shirley H. Lee Community Support for School Attendance award was awarded to 
Juanita Evans at River Springs Middle for Outstanding Support of School Attendance.  In 
addition, Melanie Shotton, agriculture science teacher, received a $200 Volusia County Farm 
Bureau mini grant. Her students are working on an aquaculture project, building a pond with 
solar-powered filters and stocking it with catfish.   
  
River Springs Middle classroom teachers were selected by BrightHouse Networks as the 
recipient of their 12 days of giving campaign. BrightHouse representatives visited each teacher 
in their classroom and thanked them for their hard work and dedication to the students.  As a 
token of appreciation, each teacher was presented an envelope containing an Office Depot gift 
card, as well as some other certificates to local businesses.   
  
Destin Hoskins, an 8th grader at River Springs Middle, was one of the few tuba players 
selected throughout all of Florida to play in the All-State Band. This is a prestigious honor and is 
a recognition of his hard-work and dedication.  
  
Seabreeze High School’s PTSA membership is on the rise!  PTSA President Charlene Greer 
reported 437 members have joined since August 2014.  Of the 437 members, 207 are 
Seabreeze students.   Congratulations Gabi Gonzalez on winning the PTSA Reflections Contest 
in the category for Photography for Volusia County.  
  
Congratulations to the following Seabreeze High students who were awarded Gold Keys for the 
National Scholastic Art Awards:  Margaret Baker, Gabi Gonzalez, Rachel Maccio, and Yong Qi 
Zheng.  Congratulations to the following students who received an Honorable Mention for 
National Scholastic Art Awards. Nicole Collyer, Michaela Hubler, Rachel Maccio, Gaia Maddy, 
Linda Yackel, and Yong Qi Zheng.  Yong Qi Zheng received an Honorable Mention for her 
portfolio.  Over 1700 high quality works were submitted and only 400 works received 
awards.  Congratulations artists!  
  
Senior Marlena Pigliacampi was recently selected as a $1,000 scholarship winner at the Halifax 
Health Champions of Character Luncheon. Senior Sam Hayworth also represented Seabreeze 
High at this event which is held in conjunction with the NAIA Football Championships in 
Daytona Beach.  
  
Southwestern Middle students and families were treated to lots of holiday cheer, thanks to 
donations from generous business partners and community groups.  The school recently 
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received several donations to its Holiday Assistance Program for families.  Due to the generous 
support from community/business partners, each year the school is able to provide holiday gifts 
and meals to support students and their families and this year was no exception. Principal 
Mamie Oatis was pleased to accept seven boxes filled with all the necessities for a traditional 
holiday meal, from Vince Carter’s Embassy of Hope of Daytona.  SMS Parent Teacher Student 
Organization (PTSO) and the Sanctuary Church of DeLand generously donated enough bags of 
food to families to sustain them through the holidays.  Staff members of Betty Kelly, CPA of 
DeLand, also  delivered annual holiday gifts and gift cards to two families and, in an annual 
tradition that brought smiles and holiday cheer, one family attended the 100 Deputies/100 Kids 
Holiday Party.  The spirit of the holiday continued as 20 Food Brings Hope students waited to 
receive a new bicycle and gifts given to them, not out of charity, but because they earned them 
by actively participating in FBH meetings, attending scheduled events and achieving academic 
and behavioral goals.  A holiday celebration was held where students received a gift and six 
bicycles were awarded.  The Food Brings Hope Program helps students reach their fullest 
potential, providing nourishing meals, enhanced academics, rewards for improvement and 
opportunities to participate in sporting and cultural events.  FBH also provides a supplemental 
Weekend Feed-A-Family program.  Sharon Brown, Tai Presley and Franklin Simons are the 
sponsors. 
  
Congratulations to the following Southwestern Middle students who won prizes for the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) “Why I Appreciate America’s Veterans” writing contest. Teresa 
Zanoni, first place (7th grade category), Taylor Kelly, second place (6th grade category) and 
Alexis Lamb and Brooke McKinney, who tied for third place (6th grade category).  The students 
and their families who won will be honored at an awards ceremony Saturday, January 17th at 
the VFW Post 3282 in Port Orange, Florida by invitation of the VFW Commander.   
  
Chris Tozier, children's book author; President’s Awards Winner and USA Best Book Awards 
finalist was the guest speaker in Mrs. Grasso's AVID and reading classes at Southwestern 
Middle.  Mr. Tozier shared with the students his journey and spoke about his travels as an 
author. The students were engaged with his stories and sense of humor. The highlight was 
personally signed books for the class, as well as individual autographs.  Read on!! 
  
Saturday, January 10 Spruce Creek Elementary held its first My School Color Run.  It was a 

non-competitive, one mile and 5k running event with the purpose of raising funds to be used for 
updating technology at the school.  The race began with a Zumba warm up and then continued 
with a mass spraying of color to begin the festivities.  The Port Orange Fire Department began 

the race with a flag at the top of the fire ladder and a blast of the siren. The DJ entertained the 
crowd with great music and great fun.  There was face painting, car painting (courtesy of John 
Hall Chevrolet) and Kona Ice for cool refreshments.  This event brought the whole community 
together and was fun for all age.  It was a beautiful day at Spruce Creek Elementary and the 
first color run was a huge success. 
  
The aroma of hot cocoa, pretzels, and popcorn filled the air as Starke Elementary students, 
families, faculty and staff turned out for its first Koala Winterfest on December 18.  The 
Winterfest, sponsored by Starke PTA, featured games and activities for students and their 

families.  Each department/grade level sponsored a booth with activities such as a “Guess how 
many game,” face painting, holiday card making, beanbag toss, pictures with Santa, a snow 
machine, and much more.  Proceeds generated from the booths and refreshments supported 
the respective grade levels.  
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Over 100 students met or exceeded the December goal for Reading Counts points at Starke 
Elementary!  Students worked hard and read many books to reach or surpass the monthly goal 
for their grade level to earn a charm for their Reading Counts achievement necklaces, which 
represents their accomplishment.  Students also received a certificate. The top student from 
each grade level was awarded with a Superstar Reader charm and earned their name on the 
Reading Counts wall of fame. 
  
In December, Sugar Mill Elementary staged a performance of “Yes, Virginia The Musical,” an 
original production based on a true story of 8-year-old Virginia O’Hanlon, a young girl who wrote 
a letter to the New York Sun newspaper in 1897 inquiring about the existence of Santa 
Claus.  The school musical program debuted last year as part of Macy’s holiday “Believe” 
campaign and was performed by elementary and middle schools nationwide.  Sugar Mill 
Elementary was one of 100 schools across the country to receive a $1,000 grant from Macy’s to 
assist with production costs.  Students from grades 3-5 shared the “Believe” message as they 
sang and danced their way into the hearts of all who attended. 
  
Sugar Mill Elementary started a running club this fall.  The students had been training for 10 
weeks after school.  They started out running less than a mile and some have worked their way 
up to two miles in the after-school practices.  Throughout the season, the students set goals for 
themselves and everyone watched as they attained their goals.  At the end of the season, the 
school celebrated with an ice cream party and gave out awards.  In addition, 15 of the running 
clubs’ members decided to participate in a local 5k in Ponce Inlet, Operation Changing 
Lives.  All the students finished the 5k and some even placed in their age group.  For some of 
these students, it was their first ever 5k race but hopefully not their last. 
  
The Student Government Club of Sweetwater Elementary had a great time “Adopt a 
Grandparent” day.  The students walked over to the Port Orange Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center after school and had a wonderful time with their new friends.  Thirty-one students that 

brought gifts of blankets, socks, puzzles, books, plants, and much more to meet their new 
friend.  The club is looking forward to visiting each month and making special memories. The 
students and patients really enjoyed getting to know each other.  A few tears were shed on both 

sides.   
  
Sweetwater Elementary girls, teachers, staff and family members participated in Girls on the 

Run on December 6 at Father Lopez High School.  Everyone had a fantastic time and did an 

amazing job running the 5 Kilometers!  Way to go, Girls on the Run!  
  
Timbercrest Elementary extended day had a “It’s Craft Day, Charlie Brown!” in 
December.  Each child got to make and take home four different crafts: snowman milk jug, 
snowman paint stick, ornament, peanut reindeer ornament and a gingerbread house.  The kids 
and the group leaders had a great time.  Every child also went home with a bag of reindeer 
food. 
  
The Academy of Finance from Spruce Creek High and their book club sponsored a school 
wide book drive to donate books to Westside Elementary’s Bingo for Books Program.  They 
held the drive for two weeks and donated an estimated 300 books to the school.  The books 
included pop ups, Magic Tree House, Diary of a Wimpy Kid and many other titles that students 
love to read.  Westside is grateful to the Academy of Finance for stepping up to help motivate 
children to read.   
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The G.I.F.T.S. (Girls Involved in Finding Their Success) program, consisting of 16 fourth and 
fifth graders, meets bi-weekly at Westside Elementary.  During these meetings the young 
ladies address issues such as the development of positive self-esteem and what that means to 
them individually.  The group discusses the importance of making a personal commitment to 
reaching academic success.  This commitment relates to the day-to-day decisions and how they 
affect each person’s tomorrow.  Each member signs a pledge that acknowledges that 
commitment.  The group has conversations that are intended to motivate each young lady to 
find an interest in the community that they live in.  The group plans and carries out a project that 
will help others.  They are involved in group book studies and connect them to journal writing 
activities.  These young ladies benefit from having positive mentors and social interaction with 
other young ladies of similar interest. 
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad - Portable Planetarium. 
                                               
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-

News. 
  

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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