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Be There 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Get a great start to the school year by working as a team with teachers to help your child 

succeed. 
                                                                       
Superintendent’s Message 
  
Welcome to the start of the 2014-2015 school year!  We have been planning and preparing all 
summer for an outstanding school year for students and staff.  There is tremendous positive 
energy in every one of our schools as we begin this school year. 
  
Our theme for this new school year is "Inspire."  We want to inspire each of our students to do 
their best to learn and achieve.  Teachers and principals are inspired to help all students to be 
academically successful.  District staff and non-instructional staff in the schools are inspired to 
support student learning. 
  
The goal of the school board and the superintendent is for all Volusia students to graduate 
ready for the workforce and/or post-secondary education.  All available funds are targeted for 
classrooms and schools to maximize student learning opportunities. 
  
This school year we will increase our outreach with parent involvement and support.  We will be 
expanding our parent programs with the assistance of our School Advisory Councils at each of 
our schools, PTAs and District Advisory Committee.  We welcome parents in Volusia County 
Schools. 
  
In addition, we will be enhancing and increasing our business and community partnerships 
throughout the school district.  The FUTURES education foundation and the Career 
Connections Cadre are examples of excellent partnerships with Volusia schools.  We know that 



partnerships benefit students by providing opportunities for mentoring and for many learning 
experiences that the school district alone cannot offer. 
  
I strongly believe that every student will learn, not just can learn, but will learn.  I am inspired to 
begin a new school year and I invite all staff members, parents and community members to join 
in being inspired to help all Volusia students to "be the best that they will be!"  
  
Half-Cent Sales Tax Extension – VOTE August 26 
  
The sales tax rate in Volusia County is 6.5%, which has been the rate since the half cent sales 
tax for schools went into effect in 2002.  Voters approved a 15-year half cent sales tax for 
schools which will sunset in December 2016.  The request to extend the half cent for another 
15-year term will maintain the same sales tax rate in effect today, 6.5%.  The tax rate will not 
increase. 
  
What will extending the half-cent sales tax accomplish? 
•         Every school and every student will benefit (for complete list, see the Capital Projects List): 

o    Security enhancement at all school and on buses 
o    Technology retrofits and upgrades at all schools 
o    Career & Technology Education updgrades at all middle and high schools 
o    Science classroom remodeling at all middle schools 
o    Five new/replacement schools: Pierson/Seville Elementary, Chisholm Elementary, 

Deltona Middle, George Marks Elementary and Tomoka Elementary 
o    Track resurfacing/replacement and athletic fields at all high schools 
o    Major renovations at elementary schools: Enterprise, McInnis, Orange City, Ortona, 

Osceola, Read-Pattillo, Starke and Woodward Avenue 
o    Major renovations at middle schools: New Smyrna and Silver Sands 
o    Major renovations at high schools: Atlantic, Deltona, Pine Ridge, Seabreeze and 

Spruce Creek 
•         Tourists will pay up to 40% of tax revenue (entire amount will not be paid by residents). 
•         This half-cent extension will be used for security, technology and facility issues – all 

necessary to ensure our students’ success by providing a safe and secure learning 
environment with 21st century tools.  

•         The school district has kept its promise on the use of the 2001 voter approved half-cent 
sales tax by completing the majority of identified school construction and renovation 
projects.  

  
DID YOU KNOW… 
•         The half-cent voter approved sales tax can only be used for capital (facilities, technology), 

not general operating expenses (salaries, books).  
•         As with the 2001 half-cent sales tax, a citizens’ project oversight committee will be 

established to monitor the school district’s work.  
•         The extension will raise an estimated $480 million. 

  
Volusia County Schools is On the Air 
  
Listen in to Focus on Education on WSBB Radio every Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 9 a.m.  Each 
week will feature different guests discussing all the great things happening in Volusia’s public 
schools and throughout the school district.  The show is sponsored by Florida Health Care Plans.  
Tune in next Thursday on AM1230 (east Volusia) or AM1490 (west Volusia). 
  

http://myvolusiaschools.org/half-cent/Documents/ExhibitAprojectlist.pdf�
http://www.fhcp.com/�


Open House Dates 
  
Below is the Open House celebration schedule for the 2014-2015 school year: 

High schools                                       September 2 – 5                
Middle schools/special centers           September 8 – 12              
Elementary schools                            September 16 – 19            

  
Superintendent’s Outstanding Achievement Recognition Winner Selected 
  
The School District of Volusia County and FUTURES Foundation named Troy Bradley the 
winner of the 2014 Superintendent’s Outstanding Recognition award.  Mr. Bradley has been a 
campus advisor for more than 19 years.  He is not only visible on the campus both before and 
during school hours, but also in the community.  Last year, he organized a Boyz to Men 
Breakfast Club Program, inviting guest speakers, mentors and former students to speak with 
Southwestern Middle males about the importance of education.  He also volunteers as a math 
tutor for students in the Early Bird Tutoring Program.  “Mr. Bradley truly leads by example,” 
stated Principal Mamie Oatis in a letter of recommendation. “Guided by the philosophy that 
everyone strives to greater heights, Troy Bradley in his own quiet manner, searches for every 
chance to help students reach their goals.”  Mr. Bradley serves as an exemplary role model for 
students, parents and colleagues. 
  
Principals of the Year Named 
  
Last week, the “Bus Brigade,” which includes school board members, the superintendent of 
schools district staff and FUTURES representatives, made surprise visits to announce the 
principals of the year.   Dr. Janet Garzia, principal of Sugar Mill Elementary School, is the 2014 
Elementary Principal of the Year and Mr. John Atkinson, principal of Pine Ridge High School, is 
the 2014 Secondary Principal of the Year.   
  
Construction Industry Internship Program Being Developed 
                                                                                                                                    
The Volusia Building Industry Association (VBIA) and School District of Volusia County are 
pleased to announce a partnership to establish a student internship program to facilitate 
placement of district high school students into paid internship opportunities in the construction 
industry.  This partnership will lead to an expansion of existing nationally recognized career and 
technical programs of the school district.  While the district currently offers building construction 
programs to high school students at DeLand High School, New Smyrna Beach High School, 
Seabreeze High School and Taylor Middle-High School, the program will be expanded to 
include paid internship opportunities in the local construction industry in such areas as 
carpentry, electrical, masonry, HVAC and plumbing.  The goal is to start a pilot internship 
program in the second semester of the 2014-2015 school year and a broader program in the 
2015-2016 school year. 
  
VBIA Executive Director, Sandy Bishop stated, “Volusia County Schools and the VBIA have 
been working diligently to establish a relationship with the Academy of Construction 
Technologies (ACT).  Beginning in their junior year and continuing through their senior year, 
these students will learn the basic trade skills and safety practices needed to work on-site.  
Students are then placed with a participating employer who sponsors them in the program.”  
  
“Partnering Volusia County School’s building construction curriculum with a long standing, 
successful program like ACT will give our students an opportunity to step out of high school into 
good paying jobs.  With this partnership and the continuing education available at Daytona State 



College, we can accomplish our mutual goals of developing a well-trained and educated 
workforce,” said Bob Fitzsimmons, VBIA President.  
  
“Volusia County Schools has a long and successful track record of career and technical 
programs for our students.  This community partnership will lead to additional opportunities for 
students seeking careers in the construction industry,” commented Dr. Margaret Smith, 
Superintendent of Schools. 
  
Additional details on the proposed program will be presented by the school district and VBIA 
representatives to the Volusia County School Board at its meeting on Wednesday, August 27. 
  
New High School Graduation Options Available for Class of 2018 
  
As high-school students begin the new school year, they will be confronted with many new 
options—thanks in part to recent legislative changes.  Florida students entering 9th grade may 
choose from one of three options to earn a standard diploma. They are:  

• 24-credit Diploma 
• 18-credit ACCEL Diploma 
• An International Baccalaureate (IB) Curriculum  

  
Students entering 9th grade during the 2014-2015 school year who are choosing to work toward 
a standard 24-credit diploma will be required to meet the following requirements:  

•         four credits in English 

•         four credits in Mathematics (to include Algebra and Geometry) 

•         three credits in science (to include Biology and a Physical Science) 

•         three credits in history (to include a credit in U.S. History, World History, ½ credit  in 
Economics and Government)  

•         one credit in Performing/Fine Arts 

•         one credit in Physical Education (to include ½ credit in Personal Fitness)  

•         eight electives 
•         one online course (recent legislation will afford students the opportunity to use Driver’s 

Education as one of the courses that may be used to meet the online requirement) 
•         a passing score on the Algebra End of Course Exam 
•         a passing score on the statewide, standardized reading assessment  
•         a minimum of a 2.0 grade-point average 

  
Students opting to work toward an 18 credit ACCEL Diploma will have similar requirements, 
except the following: 

•       no credit in Physical Education  
•       no online course requirement 
•       three electives instead of eight  

  
In addition choosing a diploma track, students may also choose to work towards either a scholar 
designation and/or the merit designation. There are additional requirements and course work 



that are associated with each designation that go above and beyond the general high school 
requirements.   
These new diploma designations acknowledge the extra work students are already putting into 
their high school careers.  Diploma designations will provide students with a continued 
opportunity to challenge themselves both in and out of the classroom. By taking on tough 
academic courses and focusing on earning industry certifications, these diploma designations 
are helping to prepare students for success both during and after high school. 
  
To ensure Florida students are college- and career-ready, our high schools will continue to 
provide students robust college-prep courses such as: Advanced Placement, Dual Enrollment 
and IB Coursework, as well as high quality industry certification programs through Career and 
Technical Education. High schools across the district will be working with students and families 
to ensure they have a good understanding of the graduation requirements for each student’s 
graduating class.   
  
2014-15 School Calendar 

  
August 12 (Tuesday)...................................................... Preplanning Begins – Teachers Report 
August 18 (Monday) ...................................................... First Day of School for Students 
September 1 (Monday).................................................. Labor Day Holiday 
September 15 (Monday)................................................ Professional Development Day/Student 
Holiday 
October 20 (Monday)..................................................... Teacher Duty Day/Student Holiday 
November 11 (Tuesday)................................................ Veterans Day Holiday 
November 25 (Tuesday)................................................ Thanksgiving Holiday Begins - End of 
Day 
December 1 (Monday) .................................................. Classes Resume 
December 18 (Thursday)............................................... Winter Holiday Begins - End of Day 
December 19 (Friday).................................................... Teacher Duty Day 
January 6 (Tuesday) ..................................................... Classes Resume 
January 19 (Monday) .................................................... Martin Luther King’s Birthday Holiday 
February 16 (Monday) .................................................. Presidents’ Day Holiday 
March 19 (Thursday)..................................................... Spring Holiday Begins - End of Day   
March 20 (Friday).......................................................... Teacher Duty Day          
March 30 (Monday) ...................................................... Classes Resume 
May 25 (Monday) .......................................................... Memorial Day Holiday 
June 3 (Wednesday)...................................................... Last Day of School for Students 
June 5 (Friday) .............................................................. Last Day of School for Teachers 
  
Inclement weather makeup day includes: January 5 
  
Grading Period/Report Card Dates 

  
  

Period Days Grade Period 
Begins 

Midterm 
Period Ends 

Grade Period 
Ends 

Grades on 
Parent Portal 

Report Card  
Distribution 

1 43 Aug. 18, 2014 Sept. 18, 2014 Oct. 17, 2014 Oct. 23, 2014 Oct. 27, 2014 
2 39 Oct. 21, 2014 Nov. 18, 2014 Dec. 18, 2014 Jan. 7, 2015 Jan. 12, 2015 
3 51 Jan. 6, 2015 Feb. 10, 2015 March 19, 2015 March 24, 2015 April 1, 2015 
4 47 March 30, 2015 May 1, 2015 June 3, 2015 June 8, 2015 June 11, 2015 

  
  
  



Early Release Days 
  
All students will be released approximately one hour early on the 33 Wednesdays listed 
below.   
  

August 20 
August 27 

September  3 
September 10 
September 17 
September 24 
  

October  1 
October  8 
October 15 
October 22 
October 29 

November  5 
November 12  
November 19 
November 25 
     (Tues.) 
  

December  3 
December 10 
December 17 
  

January  7 
January 14 
January 21 
January 28 

February  4 
February 11 
February 18 
February 25 

March  4 
March 11 
March 18 

April  1 
April  8 
  

May 27 
  
  
June  3 

  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad - Volusia County Schools: Back to 
School 2014-2015. 
                                               
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

  
Follow us on Twitter 

 
 

http://tinyurl.com/ljaasms�
http://tinyurl.com/ljaasms�
mailto:CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us�
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/Pages/e-News.aspx�
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