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Be There 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

While eating dinner, ask your teen a question to stretch his/her imagination, such as “If you 
were the smartest person on earth, what would you use your intelligence to do?” 

 

School Board Selects Volusia’s New Superintendent 
                

The School Board of Volusia County unanimously named James T. Russell superintendent of 
schools.  Mr. Russell began his career as a teacher in Duval County in 1990.  He became a 
teacher in Volusia County in 1991 and then served as an assistant principal and principal before 
being named area superintendent in 2011.  Mr. Russell earned a B.A. in English and History 
from Florida State University in 1984 and his Master’s Degree in Educational Leadership from 
Nova Southeastern in 1997. 
 
Mr. Russell was appointed as Interim Superintendent on January 27 following the retirement of 
Dr. Margaret Smith. The decision to name him as superintendent halts the school board’s plan 
to hire a firm to assist in the search for a new superintendent.   
 
Volusia County School Board Chairman Linda Costello will meet with Ted Doran, school board 
attorney, to discuss Superintendent Russell’s contract, including salary and benefits.  The term 
of his initial contract will be through June 30, 2016. 
 

Volusia Parents Invited To Be A Student Again 
      

All parents are invited to spend next Saturday morning learning about ways to support their 
children in kindergarten through 12th grade.  On Saturday, April 18, Parent University will be 
offered 8 a.m. – noon at Mainland High School, 1255 W. International Speedway Blvd., Daytona 
Beach.    
 
Parent University is a free series of informational sessions highlighting academic and support 
programs in Volusia County Schools.  Participants will attend a general session which will focus 
on parent concerns when a child transitions from one level to the next: pre-kindergarten to 
kindergarten, elementary to middle school, and middle to high school.  Parents will then attend 



their choice of two classes, which includes topics such as online tools to support reading and 
math, STEM robotics, science, virtual options, transition to middle school, supporting students 
with disabilities, gifted education and more.  All materials and lunch will be provided.  Free 
childcare is provided with advance registration for children in grades K-5. 
 
Parent University is offered through a partnership of Volusia County Schools with the Alliance 
for Public Schools and the Volusia Teachers Organization.  To register, visit 
http://all4schools.org/event/volusia-parent-university-mainland-high-school/.    

 
Jazz Festival Benefits High School Musicians 
 

The 18h Annual Lakeside Jazz Festival will take place from 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. on Friday, April 17, 
and Saturday, April 18, at the Kenneth Parker Performing Arts Amphitheater at 1000 City Center 
Parkway in Port Orange.  Over 65 university, high school and middle school jazz bands and jazz 
combos will be performing during the two-day event. Each jazz band is adjudicated by a panel 
of university jazz educators and awards are presented at 9 p.m. each evening. All proceeds 
from the concessions and souvenir booths go to music students for summer music and 
leadership scholarships for our high school students in Atlantic, Spruce Creek and Warner 
Christian Academy. Last year over $8,000 in scholarship money was given to deserving 
students for summer enrichment.  
 
The United States Army Big Bang Brass Band from Redstone Arsenal, Alabama will be 
performing at 7 p.m. on Friday, April 17, and the United States Marine Jazz Ensemble from 
Parris Island, South Carolina will be performing at 7 p.m. on Saturday, April 18.  The other 
headline jazz bands begin performing at 5 p.m. each night will include the University of North 
Florida Jazz 1 and 2, University of Central Florida “Flying Horse” Big Band,  Daytona State Jazz 
Ensemble, Abraham Baldwin Wallace College Jazz Band and Singers (Tifton, Ga), Stetson 
University Jazz Ensemble as well as the University of Florida Jazz Ensemble. Performance 
times of all the jazz ensembles will be posted near the amphitheater and Port Orange City Hall 
during the jazz festival weekend. All three of the Spruce Creek High School Jazz Bands along 
with a Creek Jazz Combo will be performing during this event. Detailed schedules of all middle 
school, high school and university groups will be posted on the website at www.lakesidejazz.org 

 
Admission is free and open to the public. The Lakeside Jazz Festival is a handicap friendly 
environment. More info: call Andrew Kidd, Chairman, at 386-761-6096. 

 

36th Annual Social Studies Fair a Success 
 

The results are in for the Volusia County Schools Social Studies Fair that was recently held at 

Mainland High.  First and second place winners in the following categories are invited to attend 
the Florida History Fair in May: exhibits (individual and group); documentaries (individual and 
group); performances (individual and group); and historical papers.  Only grades 6-12 advance 
to state level.  In the event one of the first and second place winners cannot attend, the third 
place winner will be provided the opportunity.   
 

Spruce Creek High Student Named Finalist in Poetry Out Loud Contest 
 

Jillian Miley, Spruce Creek High student, placed second in the state finals of the Poetry Out 
Loud National Recitation Contest.  She will receive a $100 cash prize and Spruce Creek High 
will receive $200 for their poetry collection. 
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The Poetry Out Loud National Recitation Contest is a program of the National Endowment for 
the Arts and the Poetry Foundation that encourages high school students to learn about great 
poetry through memorization, performance and competition. 
 
“Poetry Out Loud gives our high school students the opportunity to work on public speaking 
skills while building confidence and learning about poetry,” said Secretary of State Detzner, 
Florida’s Chief Cultural Officer. “The participants in the Florida finals represent just a fraction of 
the students impacted by this valuable program, and we are pleased to have students 
participating from all across the state.” 
 

Test Drive for Charity Supports FUTURES 
 

As part of Give Local East Central Florida, the Daytona International Auto Mall is hosting a “Test 
Drive for Charity” on Tuesday, April 14, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.  For each test drive, the Daytona 
International Auto Mall will donate $20 to the participating nonprofit of your choice, which 
includes FUTURES Foundation for Volusia County Schools.  For more information, visit 
www.cfecf.org/GiveLocal.  
 

News of Note 
Submitted by each school’s Key Communicator 

 
 

Atlantic High’s School's Mock Trial team competed the 7th Circuit competition in late February, 
defeating Riverbend High School to move on to the state finals in Orlando in March.  There, 
they competed in four different trials, competing against both of the eventual winners.  The team 
was coached by Lewis Hartman, a Criminal Justice and AP Government instructor at 
Atlantic.  All students on the team are members of their school's Academy of Law and 
Government.  The given case was regarding privacy while operating computers, which has 
been a hot-button topic as of late.  Students were faced with a complicated, multi-faceted 
scenario on which to base their cases.  Atlantic's Mock Trial team has competed at the state 
level for 16 years.  
 
Excellence in Education sponsored by Daytona Jeep/ Dodge along with a Bright House news 
crew stopped by Atlantic High to present Dontia Orey with a laptop.  Dontia entered the contest 
and each quarter took her report card to the Dodge Dealer for a chance to enter to win a laptop 
computer.  Dontia’s name was selected and she was surprised during her math class by the 
principal, Ms. Marcks, along with two representatives from the dealership, and her 
parents.  Dontia will now be entered to win a Jeep in the June drawing.  
 
Sara Gaver, a 2012 graduate from Atlantic High, recently won the title of “Ms. Wheelchair 

Florida 2015” at a competition held at the University of South Florida.  She spoke about the 
change she would like to see in Florida universities for disabled students to attend college 
fulltime.  Sara is currently a junior at the University of North Florida where she is majoring in 
Health Care Administration.  Follow her on Facebook at Ms. Wheelchair Florida 2015 as she 
continues on her journey at the National Pageant in Iowa this summer.  
 
Blue Lake Elementary recently held an Arbor Day celebration where fourth graders were 
named honorary foresters during the celebration.  City of DeLand Nursery and DeLand Tree 
Advisory Committee chose the school to host this year’s celebration.  In class, students became 
“WebRangers” on the National Park Service’s website and picked a park to study.  The students 
wrote essays, constructed posters advertising their parks and created audio-visual 
projects.  Mayor Bob Apgar attended the celebration and read a proclamation declaring trees as 
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important for cleaning the air and preventing soil erosion, and that they are a source of beauty 
and shade.  Master Gardener John Wagner read a poem about trees.  Mariellen Calabro, the 
city’s forestry superintendent, presented Principal Williams with a certificate declaring Blue Lake 
fourth-graders honorable foresters.  Each student was given a cabbage palm to take home and 
the school was given a live oak to plant.  
 
The Daytona Tortugas visited Blue Lake Elementary to kick off their “Hit the Books” 
program.  Sheldon, the Tortugas mascot, had his teammate read two short stories while he 
acted them out.  The students really enjoyed watching Sheldon act out the stories.  Sheldon and 
his teammate then challenged the students to read for 15 minutes per night to an adult and fill in 
the boxes on their bookmark.  The students loved the new mascot and are very excited to start 
reading and earning their free tickets to a Daytona Tortuga game.  Many students want to fill 
quite a few bookmarks so they can take their entire family to a game.  How many students will 
participate?  How many tickets will they earn?  We are confident that many of our readers will 
be taking their loved ones to a baseball game for an enjoyable family night.  
 
Blue Lake Elementary students held a collaborative event with Deland High students to 
celebrate Read Across America Day, also Dr. Seuss’ birthday. Each year the school celebrates 
the day by having a variety of reading events for the students.  This year, 16 DeLand High 
students in Ms. Kim Pertler’s High Achiever Service Club read and acted out five of Dr. Seuss’ 
famous books: Cat in the Hat, Green Eggs and Ham, Yertle the Turtle, The Sneeches, and Oh 
The Places You’ll Go.  The elementary students also had a fun activity to go along with each 
book presented.  Activities included: planting truffela seeds from the Lorax, a Star-Belly 
Sneeches and Yertle the Turtle star on/off activity.  Mrs. Renee Scarborough’s culinary class at 
DeLand High made each student a small Green Eggs and Ham casserole, juice and 
cookies.  Each student was also given a coloring book, crayons, a red and white paper hat, and 
a 3x5 copy of their class photo with the Cat in the Hat.    
 
This year, in the spirit of Mrs. Forough B. Hosseini and her tireless efforts to give back to our 
community, the Campbell Middle staff will be able to include students in an act of kindness to 
reinforce the importance of rendering service.  Mr. Dan Lucas and several students have 
identified a senior citizen’s home located in close proximity to the school that they will paint and 
landscape.  Afterward, the staff will provide students with grilled hotdogs, hamburgers, chips, 
sodas, music and fun.  Mr. Lucas and his students are elated that Mrs. Hosseini has agreed to 
fund this initiative.  This “Paint Party” project will be a party with a purpose.  Way to go 
Spartans!  
 
The Champion Elementary Black Bear Orff Xylophone Ensemble recently performed for the 
Phi Delta Kappa meeting at Mainland High School.  It was Phi Delta Kappa’s Community night 
and the Mainland High Culinary program and the Champion Elementary Music Department 
were featured at this meeting.  In addition two members of the Futures Board, Brad Giles and 
Cynthia Ramirez, were the guest speakers for the event.  The Champion Elementary Black Bear 

Ensemble played a variety of songs including Caribbean Island music, music from the Broadway 
musical “Annie” and a special Jazz/Blues piece with lyrics written especially for Phi Delta Kappa 
and the Champion Elementary principal Dr. Maryann Bull.  The evening was a huge success 
and the children showed the audience their musical knowledge and talent.  

 
Champion Elementary had the pleasure of welcoming Ms. Ishee and her fabulous biology 
students from Mainland High to participate in the school’s Science Fair.  Fifth grade students 
had their science projects on display and were able to answer interview questions from the 
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panel of science project experts.  The top five projects were selected and will represent 
Champion Elementary at the Volusia County Science Expo in May. 
 
Chisholm Elementary recently hosted its annual Run-a-thon.  Students, teachers and family 
members joined in to help make this a successful fundraiser for the school.  Students competed 

trying to outrun their friends.  Everyone found time to take quick breaks together.  What a great 
time of fun and fitness for all the participants.  
 
Faith D. was awarded a Superior rating in the elementary poster division in March at the Volusia 

County Social Studies Fair.  She is 10 years old and is a student in Mrs. Nikki Dill’s 4th grade 
class at Chisholm Elementary.  When she discovered the theme of this year’s fair to be, 
“Leadership and Legacy in History” she was inspired to learn about the accomplishments of 
Astronaut Mae Jemison.  Dr. Jemison was the first African-American female astronaut to go into 
space on the space shuttle Endeavour (September 12, 1992).  Faith did a fine job of 
representing the school and Dr. Mae Jemison. 
 
All Citrus Grove Elementary students gathered for an exciting pep rally to pump up 3rd, 4th 
and 5th graders for FSA testing.  Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grades performed encouraging 
cheers for their fellow eagles.  The positivity radiated among the campus and the students were 
ready to do their Eagle Best!  At the end of the pep rally the top fundraisers for Go Take a Hike 
Walk-a-thon got to make human sundaes out of Principal Williams and Assistant Principal 

Korkus!  The students covered them with whipped cream and syrup while students, teachers 
and staff watched and cheered.  Great job Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Korkus.  What a fun Citrus 
Grove tradition! 
 
Two of Citrus Grove Elementary’s students made it into the Volusia Students Create Art Show 
at Ormond Memorial Art Museum.  This is a huge honor considering each art teacher is only 
allowed to submit 10 works of art and the students’ work are judged amongst each other from 
the entire county.  Ormond Memorial Art Museum will host the exhibition from through April 
16.  It features over 135 works of art from students that won around the county.  Congratulations 
to Connor Lennon in Mrs. Whidden’s first grade class and Reese Taylor from Mrs. Derstine’s 
kindergarten class.  Connor drew a fantastic self portrait with glue and chalk on black paper and 
Reese drew a beautiful herd of horses with pencil, paint, glue and added sand for 
texture.  Thank you to Citrus Grove’s Art Teacher Ms. Gossett.  Keep up the good work Eagles!  
 
Recently, Coronado Beach Elementary held its annual Math Night.  Students, teachers and 

parents joined together for an evening of calculating, measuring, problem-solving and critical 
thinking. Coronado PTA organized the event.  Students rotated to math stations throughout the 

evening and went home with a variety of math tools.  Students were encouraged to bring 
technology devices, as part of our Bring Your Own Technology initiative to solve a math mystery. 

 
Creekside Middle math students developed the programming of quadratics for the robots, 
“Mars Rover” to move in parabola “paths” on Mars to collect data and come back for more data 
as directed by NASA engineers.  They’ve also drawn up the maps which will be modeled on 
grids at the school.   
 
The Creekside Middle Music Department, under the direction of Amanda El Shemi, chorus 
director and Brittnie Curley, band director, had a total of seven members from the music 
program accepted into the 2015 Florida All-State Band and Choir where they performed this 
January.  The following students are: Maya Henebury, Ashley Benton, Rhea Ailani, Autumn 
Rundall, Michelle Brown, Brenna Miller  and Mathew Turner. 
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Congratulations to 6th grader, Adriana Salerno, who represented Creekside Middle at the 
Florida State Science and Engineering Fair in Orlando.  In her research and science project, 
she questioned the correlation of the presence of air potato leaf beetles and the destruction of 
potato leaves.  
 
Deland High’s band program recently had the opportunity to experience a truly life changing 
event in the National Concert Band Festival at the 2015 Music for All Festival, presented by 
Yamaha in Indianapolis, IN.  From March 10-13, DeLand High band students were surrounded 
by the best of the best in the nation, including their peer high school students, professional 
conductors, professional studio and symphony musicians, and top of the line educators and 
motivational speakers.  The students gave incredible performances and had a blast with the 
entire itinerary.  The sax quartet was featured on the midwest Fox News station.  The school is 
very proud of the students’ hard work and professionalism; ensembles that perform at the 
Festival are recognized as being among the finest in the nation.  
 
Raekwon S., DeLand High student, set a new school record in the high jump with a leap of 6'7" 
during the Big "D" Relays.  Rae's jump places him as the state leader in the high jump in Class 
4A in Florida this season.  The old school record in the high jump was set back in 1984 by J. 
Nealy.  Congratulations Raekwon! 
 
Congratulations to DeLand High’s culinary students on placing 6th in the state for the 15th 
Annual Florida ProStart Competition.  After over 100 hours of practice, untold trips to Publix and 
the local Asian market, and other local grocery stores, and many, many fabricated chickens, 
DeLand High School’s culinary students came in 6th in the state for the 60-Minute Gourmet 
Meal Competition.  Under the direction of Ms. Renee Scarborough, the students competed with 
nearly 40 other teams representing roughly 293 ProStart schools in Florida (some are 
academies, others are technical centers).  These culinary students performed in a 15-minute 
knife skills test with vegetables and whole chickens, and then created a three-course meal for 
two in under an hour.  Congratulations to Tyler Sullivan, Amberlee Reisinger, Heather Wallace, 
Lawton Stacey, and Vincent Annunziata.  While they missed top placing by a fraction of a point, 
there’s no doubt that they are on target for great success in the field of hospitality.  
 
Deltona High was recognized as the top blood drive contributor out of all of the high schools in 
Volusia County.  This effort is coordinated by the Health Services Academy under the 
leadership of Alisha Kellet and Brandy Meadows.  Between August through December, 205 
units of blood were collected.  Each unit can save up to three lives.  
 
Deltona High’s Symphonic Winds performed at the Florida Bandmasters' Association District 6 
Music Performance Assessment and earned straight superior ratings. 
 
Deltona High HOSA members were honored on stage at the Florida HOSA State Leadership 
Conference, during spring break.  These students worked very hard over the past several 
months and their efforts are to be commended.  Placing 1st-3rd grants each of these members 
the opportunity to attend the National HOSA Leadership Conference (June 2015) in Anaheim, 
California.  
 
Deltona High may be the home of the Wolves, but even Wolves love PI.  On Friday, March 13, 
the math building was home to a Pre-PI Day celebration in honor of the PI Day of the Century – 
March 14, 2015 at 9:26:53 a.m.  The teachers chose an activity that would showcase how PI (π) 
is used.  The students were able to choose and participate in one activity during a class 
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period.  The activities included:  Discovering Pi, Pi Chain, Pi-Ku, Pi Scavenger Hunt, Pin the 
Radius on the Circle, History of Pi, Monte Carlo Estimation and Pi Golf.  The first official “PI 
Day” was successful and will be the foundation of many more.  
 
Deltona Lakes Elementary’s first grade team hosted a fundraiser in collaboration with 
Carrabba’s Italian Grill.  The cafeteria was transformed into an Italian restaurant complete with 

Italian dinner music, low lighting, centerpieces of LED candles, and white paper table 
cloths.  The room was transfigured for families to sit and enjoy each other’s company as they 

ate.  Carrabba’s team cooked the meal on site with their portable kitchen outside the 
building.  Carrabba’s staff plated the food and volunteer students from Pine Ridge High attended 

to the diners’ needs.  The first grade team seated families in two seatings as families prepaid 
and selected their dining time.  A station area was also set up for takeout orders.  It was a 
pleasurable night for families to eat with no distractions and to enjoy the tastings of Carrabba’s 
Italian Grill.  With the proceeds, the first grade team will secure buses for a spring field trip and 
defray the cost of T-shirts for the team’s “Frog Fest” field day.  A special shout out to Patrick 
Alderman and his Carrabba’s team from the Sanford restaurant. 
 
Deltona Lakes Elementary ‘had a cow’ on April 1 when SunnyBell, the mascot of the Dairy 

Council of Florida, visited the school.  Based on their participation in Celebrate Literacy Week 
Florida, kindergarten teachers, Diane Biggs and Heather Mooney, won a classroom visit and 

goodies from the Dairy Council.  Part of their prize package was a visit from 
SunnyBell.  Students were overjoyed when SunnyBell arrived, getting high-fives and hugs from 
their new farm friend.  Each student received a copy of the book “SunnyBell’s Florida Dairy 
Farm Adventure” as well as a coloring book and headband.  The teachers read the story aloud 
to the students as they followed along in their books.  After the story, students gathered around 

SunnyBell to have their coloring books autographed.  They had fun learning about dairy farms 
and the benefits of dairy products. 
 
Deltona Lakes Elementary held its annual Multicultural Festival on March 19.  To kick off the 
festivities, a school-wide Cultural Dress Up Day Contest was held with classes parading out to the 
PE court, showing off their costumes representing various countries around the world.  A panel of 

judges voted for the best class based on participation and creativity.  Two classes were deemed 
the winners in a tie:  Mrs. Shock’s second grade class and Ms. Castro’s third grade class.  Each 
class will receive a pizza party.  Mrs. Shock was the teacher chosen as the winner of the most 
authentic or creative outfit.  She was awarded a $25 Visa gift card (courtesy of Ameris Bank) 
and a Chick-fil-A meal voucher.  Families arrived early to enjoy the festival, which included food 

vendors, game booths, entertainment, and carnival games such as the bounce house and 
obstacle course.  There were student performances in the courtyard and in the media center, 
each grade level had works of art and cultural exhibits on display representing the country of 
their choice.  
 
Deltona Middle student, Stacey F., is Volusia County Schools’ first place Social Studies Fair 

Craft winner.  Stacey created a craft on Mount Rushmore; a wonder of colossal proportion, 
colossal ambition and colossal achievement.  There were many outstanding social studies fair 
projects, and Deltona Middle is proud that 8th grade student, Stacey, emerged victorious in her 

category. 
 
March 17-21, Deltona Middle teachers, Mrs. Light and Mr. Ashby, escorted 8th grade students 
to Washington, DC.  This was an eventful five-day tour of the U.S. Capitol Building, the National 
Archives, and memorials such as the Lincoln, Einstein, Jefferson, and the Vietnam & Korean 
Veterans Memorials.  The students also met with Congressman Mica who took them to the House 
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Floor and explained to them what happens there.  This was a real-life social studies 
lesson.  Congressman Mica also took them to the original entry of the Capitol Building.  Students 

observed the Capitol dome being remodeled due to damage sustained during the earthquake 
several years ago.  The Capitol dome hasn’t received a facelift in approximately 150 years!  
 
Mary Wentzel, Jackie Mann, Jim and Cheryl Cunningham visited Edgewater Public to share 
the picture book “Nelly” by Stephanie Szerdy.  The story has information about the lighthouse 
weaved throughout while telling about a cat that lives at the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse.  Children in 
grades pre kindergarten through second grade were thrilled to have the special guest readers visit 

them.  
 
Freedom Elementary participated in Celebrate Literacy Week.  Students kick off the week with 
“Hats off to Reading” where students wore their favorite hat and participated in a Million Minutes 
of reading Marathon.  On Wednesday that week, all teachers decorated their doors to celebrate 
their classroom’s love for reading.  There was a school-wide contest and the winners received a 
gift certificate to the upcoming book fair.  The week ended by dressing like rock stars to match 
the school’s theme for the year, Freedom Rock Stars!  
 
Freedom Elementary participated in a “Write the School” event. Students in all grade levels 
were asked to participate by finalizing a piece of their writing to be displayed on the outside of 
the classroom windows. Teachers were then asked to display the writing in a creative fashion 
on their windows which would be judged on meeting the writing standard and creativity.  The 
winning teachers were Mrs. Kruszeski, Ms. Dipadova, Mrs. Reaves, Mrs. Andrews, Mrs. 
Strickland and Mrs. Keith and their classes won a pizza party.  The writing displayed by all 
teachers really brightened up our campus.  In addition, the school’s annual Art Show in the 
Dark, 3-D black light adventure was held on March 18.  This event is partially funded by a 
Futures Foundation grant and has won a creativity award in the past.  Freedom families viewed 
masterpieces of all Freedom art students in kindergarten through fifth grade.  Students were 
also able to take part in hands on art activities.  Freedom art teacher, Tiffany Blushiy, put on an 
amazing display of Freedom student creativity.  
 
Friendship Elementary is on its second year of providing support to all new and first- and 
second-year teachers through the Voluntary Bobcat Cubs learning sessions.  All sessions are 
voluntary and are held bi-monthly after school to support teachers.  During the learning 
sessions, professionals cover a wide range of topics to help teachers survive in their 
classrooms.  Topics include: Kagan Structures, Thinking Maps, Interactive Student Notebooks, 
Ruby Payne, Deliberate Practice Plans, Conferencing with Parents and Documenting, 
Classroom Management, Problem Solving Team Data Collection, and iPad technology.  Self-
reflection, role modeling, collaboration and laughter make the sessions engaging and 
fun.  Teacher exit cards help administration, coaches and PARs (peer assistance and review 
teachers) deliver meaningful learning sessions.  This year, new teachers from surrounding 
schools have participated in the learning sessions.  The last session for this school year was 
held in March and all participants reflected upon their learning, completed surveys to set the 
tone for 2015-2016, and celebrated their accomplishments with cake and punch. 
 
Congratulations to Ms. Barnes and the Galaxy Middle student musicians who earned straight 
superior ratings at this year’s Solo and Ensemble event.  Congratulations are also extended to 

Delaney C., Martin C., Kelly D. and Travis S. for making the Volusia/Flagler All-County Jazz 
Band.  This is a great accomplishment for these students.  They performed at the Daytona 
Beach News-Journal Center on March 14.  
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Galaxy Middle’s Mathcounts team was the most improved at this year’s Mathcounts 
competition.  Eight students that competed. Go Rockets! 
 
Galaxy Middle earned third place at the Florida Science Olympiad State Competition at the 
University of Central Florida which was held on March 21.  The team won first place medals in 
Can’t Judge a Powder, Road Scholar and Elastic Launch Gliders; second place in Air Trajectory 
and Wheeled Vehicles; and third place in Write-It Do-It and Anatomy.  Congratulations to the 
students that spent countless hours training for this, and to the teachers that spent those same 
hours coaching their teams.  
 
Spring is the “busy season” for FFA. On Friday, March 20, instead of enjoying their first day of 
spring break, four of Galaxy Middle’s FFA members were at University High to compete in the 
District Ornamental Horticulture Demonstrations contest.  The first place team in each of the five 
categories advanced to the state contest in April.  The school is extremely excited for the Artistic 
Arrangement team for winning the district contest and advancing to the state.  
 
In an update to February’s story about Tiffany Lin, Horizon Elementary’s media specialist, Katy 
Fay, is happy to report that the fifth grader has read not only all 15 elementary Sunshine State 
Young Readers Award books; she has also read all 15 of the middle school titles.  A member of 
the Horizon News Team, Tiffany sat in the news program’s guest seat while Mrs. Fay awarded 
her gift card to Barnes & Noble.  It will come as no surprise to learn that Tiffany is currently 
outpacing all of Horizon’s students in the Reading Counts points race.  As of March 10, she had 
1257 points for this school year, more than three times as any other student.  
 
Students and teachers at Horizon Elementary celebrated Read Across America Week in honor 
of Dr. Seuss’ birthday.  Classroom activities included breakfast of Green Eggs and Ham, Fox in 
Socks day, Thing One and Thing Two day, and Drop Everything and Read day.  Media specialist 
Katy Fay sponsored a door decorating contest.  Teachers and their students created amazing 

doors that incorporated art, English Language Arts and even geography.  Marla Pugh’s second 
graders searched through a stack of Dr. Seuss books for examples of figurative 
language.  Sonia Trent’s first graders used the book “Oh the Places You’ll Go” to explore 
Earth’s landforms and water.  
 
Students at Indian River Elementary vied for the title of top speller on January 26.  Third, 
fourth, and fifth graders competed with one another to spell words from the official Scripps 
Spelling Bee list. The event was planned and organized by Caroline Pileggi, fourth grade 
teacher, and moderated by Sara Salzano, math coach.  Fourth grader, Alexia G., from Reashun 
Merrick’s class, won the competition. Faythe C., fifth grade, from Pamela Melton’s class, earned 

runner-up.  The two girls went on to participate in the Volusia County Spelling Bee at Port 
Orange Elementary.  Third graders were invited to participate in the school level competition to 
prepare them for upcoming years, even though they are not eligible to participate in the county 
spelling bee.  
 
Indian River Elementary fifth graders, Tyler P. and Joseph Y., were selected by music teacher 
Cynthia Turner to participate in the 42nd Volusia County Elementary Music Showcase.  Tyler is 
a student in Tracy Caudill’s class and Joseph is a student in Christina Turnbow’s class.  The 
boys performed with the All County Chorus on February 6 at Deland High. 
 
More than 50 budding scientists at R.J. Longstreet Elementary gave up four Saturday 
mornings of their free time for the chance to attend Camp Cardinal, a hands-on adventure into 

the world of rain, weather, plants and rocks.  While other children may have been watching 
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Saturday morning cartoons, the Longstreet students were making water cycles in a cup and 

creating their own weather tools during week one, which focused on precipitation.  During week 
two, students got to see a real weather station in action while they explored the subjects of 

weather and climate.  It was back for week three where they made terrariums and dissected 
plants to better understand how they grow.  And what better way to end camp than with the 
study of rocks, especially when it included making edible rocks!  The fun-filled camp, which 
lasted three hours each of the four Saturday mornings, fully integrated the English Language 
Arts, science and technology curriculum in a way that was engaging and entertaining.  The 
students went home with a better understanding of why it rains and how climate affects their 
lives.  Plus, it was fun cleverly mixed with curriculum.  This was the second year Camp Cardinal 
was held at R.J. Longstreet, thanks to help from business partners Publix, Pioneer Appliance 
and Papa John’s Pizza.  
 
As part of the annual Phi Delta Kappa Community Night, Mainland High hosted the 
event.  PDK president, Dr. Mary Ellen Speidel, welcomed guest speakers, Brad Giles and 
Cynthia Ramirez, who presented enlightening information about business partnerships, 
FUTURES and the work they do to support Volusia County Schools.  Musical entertainment was 

provided by Champion Elementary’s talented Orff Ensemble, under the direction of teacher, Kris 
Light. Guided by their instructor, Chef Jason Kester, Mainland High’s creative culinary students 
prepared several selections of elegant hors d’oeuvres and presented them to guests, along with a 
delicious dinner service.  Principals from both schools, Dr. Maryann Bull, Champion Elementary, 

and Dr. Cheryl Salerno, Mainland High School, were on hand to enjoy the evening and 
recognize their extraordinary students and teachers. 
 
McInnis Elementary students enjoyed “sliming” Mrs. Perez and Mrs. Peterson during the Jump 

Rope for Heart Celebration and PTA Walk-A-Thon. Monies raised from the Jump for the Heart 
event went to the American Heart Association and monies raised from the PTA Walk-A-Thon 
will help support the students and teachers of McInnis. From the looks of the administration, the 
students may have enjoyed it a little too much.  
 
Mullinax Ford of New Smyrna Beach and New Smyrna Beach High partnered to raise $10,000 
in support of various programs, clubs, teams and classes as part of Ford Motor Company’s 
Drive 4 UR School program.  Members of the New Smyrna Beach-Edgewater communities had 

the opportunity to raise money for the high school by test-driving a Ford vehicle.  For every 
person who test drove a new Ford vehicle at this one-day event, Ford Motor Company and 

Mullinax Ford donated $20 to New Smyrna Beach High. The test drivers were able to select 
which program, club, team or class they wanted the funds to go to.   Thank you to Mr. Larry 
Mullinax and his staff for their hard work and this wonderful opportunity. 
 
At Ormond Beach Elementary we love to see collaboration taking place across the 
grades!  Each week, Ms. Knutson’s fifth grade students meet Ms. McMahon’s first grade class 
to share time with one another reading.  The students take turns reading with their buddy and 

discuss their favorite parts of the story, a variety of story elements and even work on a story-
related writing activity.  
 
Ormond Beach Elementary was recently represented at the Volusia County Social Studies 
Fair with four students showcasing their hard work and beautiful projects.  Congratulations to 

Camyrn Neat, Dylan Cavanaugh, Ashley Reib and Logan Jackson.  A few of the school’s faculty 
and staff, Francesca Knutson, Tracey Mikos, and Trish Scuteri, were part of the judging 

panel.  What a great experience for all involved.   
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Shelldon, of the Daytona Tortugas, dropped by Ormond Beach Elementary on March 17 to tell 
kids about the Hit the Books program.  The program encourages students to read each day and 
in return they can earn two free tickets to a Daytona Tortugas baseball game.  Shelldon and his 

handler, Brandon Earle, also recorded a video to promote the program on the morning 
news.  The Ormond Beach Observer wrote an article his visit.  

 
Jump Rope for Heart is an annual event at Orange City Elementary.  The school has been 

involved with this event for more than 25 years.  Jump Rope for Heart, or Jump-a-thon, is a fund 
raiser for the American Heart Association.  All students participated in the jumping aspect of the 

event during their special area time.  Students received either a certificate or bookmark for their 
participation.  Students could earn extra prizes, including sliming a teacher if they raised $40 or 
more.  This year’s Jump-a-thon raised a total of $2,172! 
 
Dr. Seuss Night was a huge success at Osceola Elementary.  The Reading Correlate and PTA 
sponsored the evening event in celebration of Dr. Seuss’s birthday.  Bingo for Books provided a 
fun and exciting game of Bingo for families.  The prize for the students was a book and by the 
end of the Bingo event, every child was able to select a book to take home.  A photo booth area 

with props was very popular. One-hundred, ninety-five students and their family members 
attended the event.  The PTA provided a birthday cake and everyone had a piece to enjoy as the 
Cat in the Hat himself read his story to the audience. Principal Dr. Speidel was so proud, in her 
words, she said, to the teachers:  “We had the Cat in the Hat and Thing 1 and Thing 2. From 

beginning to end, it’s hats off to you!" 
 
With a blue ribbon and plaque for a superior display, seven outstanding students represented 
Osceola Elementary at the Volusia County Social Studies Fair at Mainland High 
School.  Students enjoyed meeting the principal, Dr. Salerno, and sharing their projects with 

visitors at the fair. 
 
Welcoming their friends from Ortona, Osceola Elementary’s kindergarten and first grade 
classes enjoyed dancing and singing educational songs during a special event.  Led by the 
renowned and beloved musician, Jack Hartmann, even the teachers showcased the stage.  Who 
can resist the “Toody-ta?” 
 
In addition to all their hard work, Osceola Elementary’s 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders prepared for the 

upcoming assessments with a great afternoon event, featuring high-energy and special music 
videos created by their teachers.  After pumping up the crowd with amazing acrobatics, the 
Seabreeze High cheerleaders led the students through the school on a proud procession.  K-2 

students lined the halls, held up signs and cheered for their peers. 

 
A group dubbed the BeeGees, short for boys and girls, was formed last year at Pine Ridge 
High.  The BeeGees came about after teachers, Sherry McCollough and Brooke Braly, 
approached the baseball coach, Coach New, about having a bat boy, Johnathan Duncan, join 
the baseball team.  Johnathan Duncan is student in the Exceptional Student Education (ESE) 
program.  The coaches and players took Johnathan under their wings and enthusiastically 
welcomed him to the team.  As the relationship grew on the baseball field, it evolved into mutual 
friendships on campus. Several of the players showed interest in becoming more involved with 
Johnathan and his classmates in the ESE program.  In an effort to meet this desire of the 
players, Mrs. McCollough and Ms. Braly scheduled the baseball players in classes with 
Johnathan and his classmates.  Eventually, other students who were not baseball players joined 
the program.  The BeeGees are now involved in activities beyond the classroom, both on and 
off campus.  As a result of this experience, BeeGees and ESE students learned from each other 
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and grew empathetically.  Everyone would recommend that other students share this satisfying 
experience.  It’s a win-win situation.   
 
Pine Ridge High students did very well at the Music Performance Assessment (MPA).  The 
Men's Choir, Women's Choir and Advanced Women's Choir (Bel Canto) all received a superior 
rating and will be going to State MPA.  Congratulations Mr. Bodino and chorus students.  At the 
band MPA, the Pine Ridge band received straight excellent rating on stage and a superior in 
sight reading.  Congratulations Mr. Robinson and band students.  Senior Chancellor Hansen 
made the Volusia County Academic Team.  This is a select group of only five students from 
across the county.  The county team will be going to Disney to compete against other Florida 
counties.  Chancellor had to try out for the county team and made the cut.  The Pine Ridge team 
finished the season in 5th place in the county.  Congratulations to team sponsor Mr. Warren.  
 
Congratulations to Pine Ridge High Junior, Chandler Romer for earning the ROTC Purple 
Heart Award.  The Military Order of the Purple Heart Award recognizes demonstrated 
leadership ability in a cadet/midshipman enrolled in a ROTC/JROTC program in a high school, 
college, university or trade school.   
 
On March 6 the kindergarteners at Port Orange Elementary had a “SEUSSTASTICAL” 

celebration in honor of “Read Across America” and the birthday of the great author Dr. 
Seuss.  Students, teachers and administration enjoyed dramatic readings of favorite Seuss 
stories and then a delicious breakfast of none other than…Green Eggs and Ham. Characters 
from the famous books could be seen around campus as teachers brought literacy alive for the 
students.  Thing 1 and Thing 2, 1 Fish, 2 fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish, and The Cat in the Hat put 

smiles on the faces of students while reminding them of five ways to become a better reader… 
read, read, read, read and read some more! This engaging literacy experience made a lasting 
impression on the littlest learners. 
 
Port Orange Elementary recently hosted its annual Science Palooza event.  The entire school 
was filled with young scientists measuring, observing and sharing.  From “snow” upstairs to stars 
in the cafeteria, families were celebrating science.  Students were able to get up close and 

personal with animals and birds of prey as they learned about adaptations.  Skills of measurement 
were honed working with mass and volume stations.  Bright ideas were sparked as circuits were 
being built.  No negatives, but only positives as families were attracted to the magnets.  It was a 

great time of exploration, experimentation and inquiry.   
 
Read Across America was celebrated at Read-Pattillo Elementary by all staff members 
donning hats made by a family at the school.  The students participated in many events, such as 
center activities, reading Dr. Seuss books, and trying green eggs and ham.   

 
Congratulations to Seabreeze High senior Summer F., who was crowned Miss Florida Citrus at 

the Ritz Theater in Winter Haven.  Summer will go on to represent the industry in the Miss 
Florida Pageant, which takes place June 16-20 in St. Petersburg.  The winner of that pageant 
advances to the Miss America Pageant in September.  Best of luck Summer!  
 
Bethune Cookman University recently held the Annual Visual Arts Extravaganza and what an 
elegant event.  Advanced Placement and IB Students from Volusia County exhibited their work. 
Congratulations to the following Seabreeze High fine arts students for winning awards: Yong Qi 
Zheng, third place in painting; Gabi Gonzalez, third place in photography; and Jordan P., 
honorable mention for drawing.  
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Five Seabreeze High senior cheerleaders were invited to participate in a pep rally style, FSA 

(Florida Standards Assessment) testing kick-off at Osceola Elementary on March 31.  The pep 
rally was held in the school’s cafeteria with grades 3, 4 and 5 in attendance.  Following the pep 
rally, kindergarteners, first and second graders lined the hallways as the cheerleaders paraded by.  
 
Silver Sands Middle recently hosted the Volusia County Fitness Festival. Close to 600 student 
athletes from nine middle schools competed in events, such the 50 yard dash, mile run, 
standing long jump, push-ups and mile relay.  The commitment was honorable considering 
athletes had to report at 7 a.m. on the first day of spring break.  After a day of personal bests 
and challenging school records, the Silver Sands Middle Warriors were crowned the 2015 
Fitness Festival Champions. Hinson Middle finished second.   

 
Science Warriors from Silver Sands Middle made an impressive appearance at this year’s 
Volusia County Science Fair with six students placing in the top three for their category and a 
seventh student receiving Honorable mention. 
 
Thirty female students from Silver Sands Middle joined over 400 other sixth grade females 
from schools in Volusia and Flagler counties at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University’s 25th 
annual Women in Aviation Day.  This program is open to female students from 6th grade with a 
2.5 or higher grade point average who would like to explore careers in math, science or 
aviation/aerospace related fields.  The girls participated in activities designed to educate and 
motivate them to pursue careers involving fields of math and science. Students took part in 
navigation exercises and in airplane, flight and robotics simulations, and toured static displays. 
Silver Sands Middle’s Anna Zheng won 2nd place in the collage contest.  The collage was to 
reflect the young lady’s answer to the question, “What inspires me to do my best?”  With 
pictures and graphics representing her family, friends, and teachers, Anna honored those who 
she says inspire her to do her best because of their commitment to helping and supporting her 
in all areas of her life.  
 
On April 2, Silver Sands Middle Warrior faculty, staff and students wore blue in support of 

Autism Awareness Day.  
 
South Daytona Elementary held their first STEM Expo.  Future engineers participated in 
assorted activities and had hands-on experience with ERAU and NASA representatives.  Ms. Fries 
facilitated this event for students. 
 
Southwestern Middle’s eighth grade students, along with the Life Centered Career Exploration 
(LCCE) class, journeyed through the universe on March 13.  Mr. Seth Mayo from the Museum 
of Arts and Sciences brought the museum’s portable planetarium to the school’s gym and led 
the students on the journey.  Students were able to see some of the features of planets in our 
solar system, observe constellations, view moon phases, and much more.  This provided 
students a valuable learning experience and helped them better understand the concepts they 
have been studying.  A special thanks to the School Advisory Council (SAC) for funding this 
event. 
 
The Spirit Elementary Blazin’ the Trail 5K was held in a new location this year and attendance 
was great.  Running on the route was beautiful with the new paved trails in Deltona and 
starting/finishing in the Plaza located at Courtland and Doyle.  This 5K was such a great cause to 

bring money to the school while promoting a healthy lifestyle.  The after party was amazing with 
the Chick-fil-A cow onsite running the kids race with the young ones.  There was an awards 

ceremony and kids activities immediately following the race.  
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First graders in Ms. Frederickson’s classroom at Spirit Elementary reached their Reading 

Counts goal and are celebrating with a storybook character dress up and party.  Way to go Ms. 
Frederickson; your class is ‘Racing to Read’!  
 
Spruce Creek Elementary’s mascot, Bobby Bobcat, was recently at ACE Gymnastics and will 

be continue visiting on the fourth Saturday of every month.  ACE is one of the school’s business 
partners.  The event costs $5 and $3 goes back to the school.  What a great way to get fit and 
have fun! 
 
In January, the U.S. Air Force flew a U.S. American flag aboard a USAF C-130 Aircraft in honor 
of Spruce Creek Elementary.  The aircraft was being used for combat support missions over 
the skies of Kuwait and Iraq.  The flag was presented to Mrs. White’s third grade class on behalf 
of TSgt. John Halliday, the men and women of the 737th Expeditionary Airlift Squadron, and the 
crew of CROME 62 while deployed in Southeast Asia in support of the war on terrorism through 
Operation Resolve.   TSgt. John Halliday’s grandson, Dominic Robertucci, is in Mrs. White’s 
class.  The flag and the certificate will be on display at Spruce Creek Elementary.  
 
“Would you like some sugar for your tea?”  This, and much more talk about tea, could be heard 
during Starke Elementary’s 5th grade afternoon English Tea.  Complete with scones, pastries, 

cucumber sandwiches, and Union Jack napkins, 5th grade students sampled Earl Grey, green 
and peach teas to simulate the look and feel of afternoon tea in Britain. Students learned about the 

history of tea and its relevance to the American Revolution and the Boston Tea Party. 
 
Art teacher, Robin DeCamp, and Starke Elementary congratulate 4th grade student, Dayana 
Mejia, whose self-portrait done with glue line and chalk paster is being featured at the Ormond 

Beach Memorial Art Museum as part of the Volusia Students Create exhibit.  The exhibit 
features 140 works of student art from schools across Volusia County in grades K-12. 
 
March 2 was Read Across America Day, which is also Dr. Seuss’ birthday.  Sunrise 
Elementary celebrated this day with an enjoyable evening of family fun and activities, inspired 
by the show Minute to Win It.  There were several stations with different tasks to complete in 60 
seconds or less.  These activities included balancing, tossing, stacking, rolling and building 

tasks.  The night also included a reading of Dr. Seuss’ “Oh, The Thinks You Can Think” by 4th 
grade teacher, Mrs. Hernandez.  It was a fun-filled event! 
 
Sunrise Elementary recently held a 1970s themed dance.  The cafeteria was transformed into a 
disco inferno complete with music, dancing, food and fun.  The dance provided an opportunity for 
the school community to come together for an enjoyable evening.  Almost 500 students, parents, 
faculty, staff and community members attend this memorable event.  The evening was made 
possible thanks to Jim Bishop, principal, and school staff members, Roxie Confer and Carrie 
Fiorica, who planned and orchestrated the event.  Abraham Figueroa, parent, and Joel 
Westhead, fourth grade teacher, donated their disc jockey services.  Gold Medal Products 
donated the popcorn.  Fairwinds Credit Union and Publix provided a monetary donation to assist 
with refreshments.  Profits raised through this event will go directly back to the students by 
providing school supplies for all of Sunrise Elementary’s classrooms.  
 
Sweetwater Elementary is honored to announce the dedication of the MerryBeth Schmidt 
Performing Arts Room.  After Tamara Hopkins, principal, opened the event, Vickie Presley, area 
II superintendent welcomed the Schmidt family and audience to the evening’s events.  Dr. Monty 

Musgrave, performing arts specialist, shared Mrs. Schmidt’s accomplishments and contributions 
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over her 30-year career with the district.  In addition, he recognized the music teachers in the 
audience who attended the dedication to honor Mrs. Schmidt.  Mrs. Pat Evans (Miller), former 

principal of Sweetwater Elementary, spoke to the 20 years Mrs. Schmidt provided her award 
winning program to Sweetwater.  The Sweetwater Pel-i-CANS, the steel drum band, and the 
Sweetbeats, the chorus, performed several songs for the audience.  An art project that was 

constructed of musical instruments donated was also presented by the art teachers who created 
the piece, Janel Hernandez and Erin Bass.  Cathy Lampert, manager, and Maureen Rappisi, 
head teller, TD Banks of Port Orange, presented the school with a check for $1527.97 that will 
provide funds to further the school’s music program.  This donation was made possible through 
TD Bank’s Affinity Program.  The business partners and local businesses, Sign-O-Saurus and 
Irepaint, Inc. donated their materials, labor and time for the event.  
 
Everyone enjoys pie right?  Well on March 13, Mrs. Ventura's 5th grade class at Timbercrest 
Elementary celebrated the once in a lifetime Pi Day!  The historical day happens on 3/14/15 at 
9:26:53.  How cool is that! Students learned about circumference of a circle, the diameter, 
radius and what Pi actually means.  In addition to the new vocabulary, the class worked on Pi 
problems in groups.  At the end of the math lesson, they celebrated with pie and certificates.  It 
was a Circular day!  
 
During the month of March, the Daytona Beach Police Department and Volusia County Schools 
collaborated with McDonalds to host a meet and greet for the new 2015-2016 School Resource 
Officers (SROS’s), while giving back to the community.  Turie T. Small Elementary 
administrators, students and families participated in the opportunity to meet the School 
Resource (SRO) officer that will be at the school next year.  With child safety being a priority, 
Citizens Observers Program offered free finger printing to all children and provided child safety 

information. 
 
Westside Elementary hosted its 4th Literacy night on March 5.  This event was sponsored by 
the Rotary Club of Daytona Beach in partnership with Volusia County Council for Reading.Food 
Brings Hope.  The Iranian American Society were also highly involved.  Volunteers came from 
these groups as well as Westside Elementary, the Interact Rotary Club from Mainland, the 
Roteract Rotary Club from BCU and students from the Education Department at BCU.  The 
theme for the night was Persia.  Families traveled through four stations and experienced the 
Persian culture through food, music, art and literacy.  Members of the Iranian American Society 
volunteered to provide entertainment, food and their knowledge of the culture to each person 
who attended.  Their wisdom and personal experiences helped inspire students to become 
better readers through the use of specific reading strategies.  Overall, the entire evening was a 
huge success with over 150 attendees!  
 
On February 20, on a bright sunny morning, more than 600 Westside Elementary students 
gathered outside to attend the GRO1000 Event.  Scotts Miracle-Gro, in collaboration with 
Nascar Champion Greg Biffle and Jack Roush of Roush Fenway Racing brought lots of 
enthusiasm, vegetable and herb plants, and a large check for $20,000 to the school's Early Act 
Garden.  Principal Judi Winch, graciously accepted the donation on behalf of the school and 
community.  The original donation and check from MiracleGro was $10,000; however, Scotts 
Miracle-Gro CEO Jim Hagedorn unexpectedly doubled that donation Friday morning. Mrs. 
Winch was moved to tears.  “Our goal, through GRO1000, is to educate more people about the 
benefits of urban gardening, especially in Daytona – a place that is very important to the racing 
community and to The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company,"  said Jim Hagedorn, Chairman and CEO 
of the Scotts Miracle-Gro Company. 
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Check Out ITV Launchpad 
 

Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad – Rise Above Traveling Exhibit. 

                                               
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 
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