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Be There 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Show your family you are thankful by being there for your child. 

  
VCS Student Work Exhibited at the 2014 Volusia County Fair 
  
Students from Volusia County Schools are displaying samples of their work at the annual county 
fair this week.  The Volusia County Fair, which opened last Thursday and runs through Sunday 
evening, provides an excellent venue for schools, teachers and students to highlight much of 
the exciting work taking place in Volusia County Schools. This year, there are approximately 24 
educational booths, many of which showcase art projects from local elementary schools.  You 
can find these exhibits located in Hester Hall on the west side of the midway.   
  
Students from Volusia County Schools’ agriscience education programs are participating in 
livestock events nearly every evening during the fair.  Each night, different breeds of animals 
are exhibited in the show ring where our students demonstrate their high level of knowledge and 
skill at raising and working with various livestock.  Some of the animals you will see include 
chickens and rabbits, lambs and goats, hogs, and cattle.  The annual livestock auction will be 
held this Thursday, Nov. 13, beginning at 6 p.m.  Make plans to come support our students in 
the show ring at this year’s county fair. 
  
Students enrolled in high school drafting and technical design programs are displaying their 
architectural and engineered drawings while students in production technology programs are 
showcasing their products including handmade fishing rod racks, intarsias and chairs.  In 
addition, students enrolled in middle school STEM programs raced CO2 powered dragsters in 
Hester Hall this past Saturday.  This year, high school students also entered 3-D printed 
vehicles into the event.  More information can be found at http://www.volusiacountyfair.com/. 

http://www.volusiacountyfair.com/


  
Volusia County Schools is On the Air  
  
Listen in to Focus on Education on WSBB Radio every Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 9 a.m.  Each 
week will feature different guests discussing all the great things happening in Volusia’s public 
schools and throughout the school district.  The show is sponsored by Florida Health Care 
Plans.  Tune in Thursday on AM1230 (east Volusia) or AM1490 (west Volusia). 
  
Southwestern Teacher Uses Comics to Share Love of Reading   
  
David Finkle, language arts teacher at Southwestern Middle, was recently published in a 
Scholastic book, “Open a World of Possible,” which is a compilation of real stories about the joy 

and power of reading.  His contribution is “A Reading Tale Told in Comics” that is expressed 
through his alter-ego Mr. Fitz.  Scholastic's mission is built on helping children learn to read and 
love to read, believing that independent reading is a critical part of children's learning and 
growth. With support from teachers, parents and schools, children choose from the books they 
want to read and discover the pleasure and power of reading. Finding the right book at the right 
time can light an emotional spark within children that motivates them to read more, understand 
more and read joyfully.  When that happens, the world opens. Everything becomes possible. 
  

Principals Selected for Commissioner’s Leadership Academy 
  
Three principals were officially selected for the Florida Department of Education 
Commissioner’s Leadership Academy, which is a year-long job-embedded professional learning 
opportunity designed to deepen skills for improving instruction.  Brandy Hogue, Freedom 
Elementary; Patricia Corr, Galaxy Middle; and John Atkinson, Pine Ridge High, represent the 
top principals statewide. 
  

Schools Celebrate Red Ribbon Week 
  

 Chisholm Elementary students joined the “AMVETS Against Drug Abuse” poster 

coloring contest during Red Ribbon Week celebrations.  The theme was, “There is no use 
for drug-abuse.”  Posters were judged on adherence to the theme, as well as creativity.  
Congratulations to Madelyn Schneider who will go on to the local AMVET post for further 

competition. 
 DeLand High encouraged students to “Love Yourself, Be Drug Free” as part of the 

National Red Ribbon Week, the oldest and largest drug prevention and awareness 
campaign. Bulldogs started off the week by projecting a strong, unified, positive 
message of a Drug Free campus by having clubs and groups provide educational facts 
and activities regarding drugs.  Students dressed in red and Chick-fil-A of Orange City 
donated chicken sandwiches and coupons to participating students that pledged to “Say 

No to Drugs, Eat Mor Chickin.”  Teachers decorated their doors and students, teachers, 
staff members and community members voted for the best decorated door. Hundreds of 
Bulldogs pledged to be Drug free and inspired others to do the same.  

 Freedom Elementary celebrated Red Ribbon week with many student activities on 
campus.  Teachers decorated doors, students and staff dressed up each day to go with 
“Say No To Drugs” themes, Guidance Counselor Kelly Hickox and the fifth grade 
leadership team broadcasted messages about taking care of your bodies and staying 
healthy, and all classes signed a school-wide banner for “Say No To Drugs.”  

 Galaxy Middle encouraged students to “Love Yourself. Be Drug Free” during this year’s 
Red Ribbon Week.  The goal was to bring awareness to students about how important it 
is to live a drug free life.   
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 Members of the Florida Future Educators Association at Indian River Elementary 
decorated the school fence for Red Ribbon Week. Theresa Cameron, 3rd grade, and Pete 

Maman, guidance, supervised the activity.  The theme this year was “Love Yourself, Be 
Drug Free,” so students used red cups to spell out, “I ‘heart’ Me, Be Drug Free.” 

 Read-Pattillo Elementary observed Red Ribbon Week with a fun way to encourage 
students to make positive choices and remain drug-free.  They wore team shirts to “team 

up against drugs,” sunglasses to demonstrate that their “future is bright,” and a 
mustache because “we mustache you not to do drugs.”  The fifth graders assisted 
guidance counselor, Ashley Foster, in decorating the fence with a solo cup message that 

“RPE is Drug Free.”  New Smyrna Beach High students also spoke with students about 
making good choices and inspired them to lead a drug-free lifestyle.  

 Students and faculty at Southwestern Middle celebrated Red Ribbon Week by 
participating in many activities, including guest speakers from the Volusia County Health 
Department, Mrs. McIntosh and Mrs. Vick, who talked to students about the harmful 
effects of drugs. SWAT (Students Working Against Tobacco) shared tobacco facts with 
6th grade students while V.O.G.U.E. showed how stepping is their anti-drug.  Through 
the P.E. department, school counselors facilitated guidance lessons about bullying to 6th 
grade students, cyber bullying to 7th grade students and teen dating violence to 8th 
grade students.  The P.E. classes also participated in a walk against drugs.  Mrs. 
Salgado’s classes also made Red Velvet Cupcakes. AVID also won the decorating 
contest that took place.  Additional activities took place daily the following week. 

 To support Rachel’s Challenge initiative at Spruce Creek Elementary, the school 
incorporated ways to give back to our community, including collecting bags and bags of 
toiletry items to donate to the Jewish Federation as a way to thank them for their annual 
backpack donations to our school; collecting loose change which totaled $580 and was 
donated to Ball Parks 4 Him, a local organization that helps low income families afford 
organized sports for their children; donating animal food and litter to Pawsabilities, a 
local animal rescue; collecting gently used children’s books that were donated for local 
homeless shelters - 22 bags of children’s book were collected; and the culmination of 
Red Ribbon Week activities was spreading kindness everywhere by giving as many 
sincere compliments to others as possible.  

  

News of Note 
  

During the month of October, the student body at Campbell Middle promoted Breast Cancer 
Awareness through Family and Consumer Science classes.  The students along with their 
instructor, Mrs. Wanda Lowe, created pink scrunch wristbands.  They sold the wristbands for $1 
and donated the money to the Breast Cancer Research Fund.  The sales slogan for the 
wristbands was “Let’s Band Together and Scrunch out Breast Cancer.”  
  
Families have been invited to four workshops at Campbell Middle where they will make clay 
bowls.  Each family member will make two bowls and donate one bowl to the Volusia County 
Empty Bowls Event which will be held at Bethune-Cookman University on Friday, December 5.  
The public is invited to this event with a purchase of a $15 ticket.  A dinner will be served in the 
bowl of the guests’ choice and the guests will keep the bowl.  The Halifax Urban Ministries will 
receive all funds raised by this event to help the homeless and the needy.  The funds used for 
Campbell Middle’s workshops were made available through a Futures grant award to art 
teacher, Patricia Richmond.  
  
Champion Elementary’s Publix Math Night was held in October. Students from all grade levels 
participated in applying their math skills by completing math problems using items from the 
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store.  The students used all of their math processing skills: addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division to solve the problems.  The event was organized by Dr. Polly Hougham, a fourth 
grade teacher.  The students completed their scavenger hunt to solve the problems and then 
were rewarded with treats from Publix for their participation.  What a great way to show students 
how to use their math to solve real life problems. 
  
Citrus Grove Elementary’s Walk- a-Thon took place on October 27.  It was a beautiful day and 

many students and family member participated in this annual PTA fundraiser.  This event 
promotes health and wellness as well as raising money for the school.  Not So Scary Stories 
was another successful family event at Citrus Grove.  Many families enjoyed this annual event 
that couldn’t be done without Mrs. Young, the media specialist and the teachers and volunteers 
that helped with photo booths, story time and games. 
  
Each month, students at Coronado Beach Elementary have the opportunity to be nominated 
by a teacher for being a "Terrific Kid."  The focus is on a specific life skill (characteristics); 
October was cooperation and courage.  Every student nominated for "Terrific Kid" receives a 
certificate and their name is entered into a drawing to attend a "Cookies with the Counselor" 

celebration with the school counselor, Mrs. Jefferis.   
  
Coronado Beach Elementary had its first Storybook Pumpkin Patch in the media center.  All 
students had the opportunity to decorate a pumpkin to depict their favorite storybook character 

and they were displayed in the media center for all to enjoy.  Those who participated received a 
special certificate and a goodie bag. 
  
One of Coronado Beach Elementary’s PTA goals for this year is to encourage students and 
their families to work together to give back to our community.  To accomplish this goal, each 
class is being given an opportunity to help maintain the school grounds.  By taking ownership 
for an area of the school, it is hoped that students will be more cognizant of keeping their school 
and community clean.  Each of the 17 classes in the school is taking part in this school-wide 
beautification project.  
  
DeLand High culinary students made plenty of chili at the Mainstreet DeLand, West Volusia 
Historical Society’s Annual Chili Cook-off.  The students were led by culinary teacher Renee 
Scarborough as they made and served their chili to the crowd.  Testers were able to purchase a 
wristband and taste over 16 different chilis and vote on their favorite.  After it was all said and 
done, DeLand High’s Culinary Club won 3rd place of the “Showmanship Award” at the Great 
Bowl of Fire Chili Coof-Off!  
  
The Air Force Junior ROTC instructors and cadets of DeLand High earned an overall unit 
assessment score of “Exceeds Standards,” the highest rating attainable during their rated unit 
evaluation.  Colonel Pugh and Master Sergeant Merk created a dynamic and supportive 
learning environment coupled with an excellent community outreach.  The instructors were 
providing outstanding leadership in administering the cadet centered citizenship program.  The 
DeLand High School cadets performed exceptionally well and took great pride in leading and 
accomplishing their unit goals.   
  
Each year, the DeLand High Marching Band hosted the Florida Bandmasters Association event 

at Spec Martin Stadium.  This year, 18 bands totaling nearly 3,000 students turned out to 
participate. DeLand High students (all nearly 200 of them) were rated as a Superior performing 
ensemble, which is the highest rating that a group can receive.  There was great spectator 
attendance as the stadium was packed.  In addition to the band’s outstanding band festival 
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performance, DeLand High has been named a semi-finalist the Grammy Signature School 
award.  This award is sponsored by the Grammy organization with recognizes schools that are 
exemplary for musical performance and artistry.  Only three schools from Florida made it to this 
round. 
  
Professional Development team facilitators, Carlos Scott, Kimberly Sibio and Lee Pearson 
discussed with DeLand High Career and Technical Education (CTE) and science teachers how 
to differentiate content using the tiered content strategy.  Teachers learned about the strategy and 
then conducted a science lab experiment on extracting DNA from a piece of fruit.  Lee Pearson 
explained to teachers how to differentiate the lab experiment by students’ levels of 
understanding.   
  
The eighth grade American History teachers at DeLand Middle recently held their annual 
Colonial Fair.  The students were in groups based on the original colonies.  Using games, 
jingles, brochures and food, they tried to convince the visitors to vote for their colony using their 

amazing marketing skills. 
  
The students of Howl, Deltona High School's student-run literary arts magazine, received a 
letter from the Library of Congress officially recognizing and appreciating the donation of their 
interview with Dr. Maya Angelou last year into their permanent archives.  The sound file now in 
the collection was Dr. Angelou's final recorded interview before her passing.  Copies of the letter 
were given to each student who participated in the historic event.  The letters from the Library of 
Congress will certainly add panache to their college applications, showcasing the experience 
they've earned, the skills they've gained, and the contributions they've made to the literary arts.  
  
Deltona High held its first Hispanic Heritage Showcase to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month, 
which is celebrated annually September 15 to October 15.  With the guidance of Mrs. Pereles-
Coleman, Mrs. Norcia and Mrs. Vidal, students participated by presenting the Hispanic flags, 
reciting poems, dancing and exhibiting students’ projects for their Spanish classes.  It was a 
great showcase to exhibit the positive contributions of the Hispanic community.  The tradition 
will continue next year.   

  
Deltona Lakes Elementary 5th graders recently wrapped up the space unit in science, which 
included learning about the different planets, moon phases, galaxies and other components of 
space.  Ms. Jones’ and Ms. Reese’s classes created the eight different moon phases using Oreos.  
  
Edgewater Public’s fourth and fifth grade students were delighted to have New Smyrna Beach 
High’s athletic director, Robert Wall, and a group of high school students visit and share about 

making good choices.  The high school students performed skits with choices being presented 
and Edgewater Public students decided which choice was best.  This visit gave elementary 
students role models in their own community.  
  
Jack Hartman visited Edgewater Public and shared his love of music with pre-kindergarteners, 
kindergarteners and first graders.  Students enjoyed singing and moving to songs that practiced 
counting, sounding out letters and animals.  Even the teachers were involved with a chicken song 

that helped with counting!  
  
There isn't anything that we won't do to encourage a love of reading at Edgewater Public!  The 
Annual Not So Spooky Story Night was a fun-filled evening with stories about creepy carrots, a 
farmer Brown puppet show and crafts galore.  Students wore their costumes and left with a 

donated goodie bag from Publix and a free book. 
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The Reading Paws program is off to a great start this year.  Dr. Margot May and her therapy dog, 
Maggie, read with students at Edgewater Public on Thursdays.  Students are excited and 
encouraged to read because Maggie listens to them while they read.  
  
Edgewater Public is proud of the Bobcats who were part of the Halifax Art Show.  The Halifax 
Art Show is the second oldest art show that has run continually in the state of Florida and is the 
only show that gives a monetary award to students.  Juliette B., a fifth grader, was one of twelve 
winners selected from hundreds of pieces of art submitted from Volusia County students in 
kindergarten through twelfth grade.  Juliette’s artwork will be on display at the Museum of Arts 
and Science in Daytona Beach.  Tatum Diaz and Gabrielle Gangaware’s artwork has been 
selected to be on display at the ArtHaus.  Their pieces are among only 51 other pieces that 
were chosen by ArtHaus.  Congratulations Bobcat artists! 
  
The 2014 Enterprise Elementary Hispanic Heritage Celebration was “Sensacional”!  
Community and school volunteers took over classrooms from kindergarten through fifth grade to 
share about their Hispanic culture.  The volunteers shared pictures, facts, stories and art from 
various Latin American countries.  Students not only enjoyed “traveling” around Latin America 
through these presentations, but they also loved seeing new faces in their classrooms.  
 Enterprise students spent the month learning about Hispanic Culture.  Each grade level was 
assigned a country to research.  Then they prepared a craft or presentation for the Hispanic 
Heritage Night.  Kindergarten studied about Puerto Rico, first grade learned about Venezuela, 
second grade Panamá, third grade studied Mexico, fourth grade the Dominican Republic and 
fifth grade learned about Uruguay.  All students also learned about Hispanic songs and 
instruments in music with Ms. Wiltz, studied and produced Hispanic art with Mr. Nutt, read 
Hispanic stories in reading language arts and with Mrs. Barry, and learned soccer skills with 
Coaches Laye and Stiltner.  The celebration culminated with Hispanic Heritage Night. Deltona 
City Commissioner Zenaida Denizac spoke about Deltona’s cultural diversity and inspired 
students to celebrate thier diversity.  Fifth grade students Paola and Shaulyne Martinez, from 
Puerto Rico, shared a typical Puerto Rican playground song and game called Naranja Dulce 
(Orange So Sweet).  Mrs. Hartsfield’s and Mrs. Shepard’s classes performed Don Gato, a 
dramatized and dramatic Mexican folksong.  The Lara family shared about soccer’s importance 
in Hispanic culture and demonstrated soccer skills.  Finally, we ate from the banquet of 
international foods that Enterprise families brought to share. ¡Que delicioso!  
  
Enterprise Elementary has been involved with the US Navy for many years due to its 
connection with the USS Enterprise.  The USS Enterprise, which had been in service for over 
50 years, was decommissioned in 2012.  A group of teachers went onboard prior to that to 
receive a U.S. Flag that had flown over the ship as well as over the Capitol in Washington, DC. 
 Previous to that, some Enterprise teachers were flown in a Navy jet which landed on the USS 
Eisenhower and were treated to an overnight stay where they toured the ship and talked with 
many of the sailors about their jobs.  The most exciting part for the teachers was when they flew 
off the ship and back home.  The school’s link to the US Navy continues this year with students 
writing letters to the sailors on board the USS George H. W. Bush, which has been sent to the 
Middle East.  The sailors will be away from their families for at least nine months.  The parents 
of one of the sailors, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Thrush, and Chas Folcik, a member of our local Navy 
League, treated the 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students to a video about the current carrier and 
discussed what the sailors do each day while on board.  They also answered the students’ 
questions about the Navy, the ship and the sailors. 
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To continue with participation during National Bullying Prevention Month, Enterprise 
Elementary celebrated Unity Day. Unity Day is nationally recognized by Pacer.org as the day 
when the world comes together to Unite against Bullying!  The entire student body took this 
issue seriously and showed its support to help put the UNITY IN COMMUNITY by wearing 
orange.  Every student signed a poster “Take the Pledge” which is displayed in each 
classroom.  Everyone was inspired to take a stand against this issue that impacts education, 
physical and emotional health, and the safety and well-being of all students.  Parents were 
asked to increase their child’s awareness and encourage them to stand up to bullying.  While 
one person can speak out against bullying, the message is much stronger when we come 
together to make a difference. Make it orange, make it end!  United against bullying at 
Enterprise Elementary!  
  
Friendship Elementary is excited to embark on a new journey through a program called, 
‘OWLEUS.’ OLWEUS is a Bully Prevention Program that is geared toward bullying prevention in 
schools.  This is a research-based program that has shown reductions of up to 70% in student 
reports of being bullied or bullying others.  A 10-member team, composed of administration, 
guidance counselor, teachers, parents and community leaders, has been selected to lead the 
program.  The team will attend a two-day training in November and then will make plans to train 
the rest of the teachers at Friendship in the spring.  The program will officially be kicked-off and 
implemented with teachers and students in grades 3, 4 and 5 the fall of 2015.   
  
The Galaxy Middle School Showcase took place in October.  Many current students, parents, 
staff, and even some former students came out to enjoy the day.  Everyone that attended got to 
see just how talented Galaxy students are with performances by band, chorus and individual 
acts.  With plenty of activities per subject area, free food and bounce houses there was 
something for everyone to do. 
  
The advanced art class at Galaxy Middle is making national and international headlines.  They 
participated in the Dream Rocket project and their works of art will be on display at The 
Kennedy Space Center through March 2015.  
  
Horizon Elementary’s fourth-grade students sponsored a pet food drive in October.  The food 

drive was organized to benefit Sophie’s Circle, Volusia County’s pet food pantry, and 
Pawsibilities, an animal rescue site in Port Orange.  The students, led by fourth-grade teacher 
Lisa Reeder-Davis, collected over 60 cans and bags of dog and cat food.  
  
Jennifer Stubbs’ third grade gifted class created “new and improved” book covers for the 
popular children’s book “Tuck Everlasting,” by Natalie Babbitt.  The book covers included cover 
artwork, title and author on the spine, book critique on the back cover, and summary and author 

information on the inside flaps.  The students assessed their own work according to a 10-point 
rubric.  The book covers are displayed in Horizon Elementary’s media center and have stirred 
up renewed interest in this award winning fantasy children’s novel dealing with the concept of 
immortality.  According to Kaela, a self-confessed picky reader, “It’s much too interesting to just 
pass by and judge this book by its cover.”  
  
Six teachers from Horizon Elementary visited Ward’s Creek Elementary School in St. 

Augustine.  Ward’s Creek is a Franklin Covey “Leader in Me” Lighthouse School.  They have 
developed a leadership program built on Stephen Covey’s “7 Habits of Highly Effective People.”  
Horizon Elementary has begun a yearlong book study of Sean Covey’s “The Leader in Me,” 
which explains how the 7 Habits can be brought to the elementary school level, encouraging 
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students to discover the leader within themselves.  The students and staff are enthusiastic 
about this journey in which we work to establish our own leadership culture.  
  
Tara Guptill’s first grade students enjoyed a day of learning centered around pumpkins. Students 

engaged in multiple math concepts, reading, writing, science and hands-on activities.  
Volunteer, Miranda Price; teacher, Sarah Salzano; and members of Indian River Elementary’s 
Future Florida Educators Association helped with the project. 
  
Indian River Elementary’s PTA recently sponsored Korny Good Time, a fun, nighttime family 
event.  Activities included games, arts and crafts, and a pumpkin decorating contest. Girls on the 

Run, with sponsors Anne Marie Flanagan and Devin Rombach, ran a bake sale to raise funds 

for their program.  Teachers and PTA members worked together to make this a memorable 
experience for students and their families. 
  
Students from New Smyrna Beach High visited Indian River Elementary to give a special 
performance for fourth and fifth grade students.  The show, supervised by Rob Wall, athletic 
director, was created and performed by Gabbriella Henderson, Erik Bodien, Erica Rainge, Jalen 
Merrick and Emily Porcelli.  The subject of “choices” was the theme of the show, with short plays 
about various situations that might arise in a student’s daily life. Personal speeches were also 
made by Jalen Merrick and Emily Porcelli, highlighting some of the choices they have had to 
make in order to reach success.   
  
The New Smyrna Beach High Marching Barracuda Band received a Superior rating at this 
year’s Marching Music Performance Assessment. Their exciting halftime show featured music 
from “The Mask of Zorro.” Great job Cudas!  
  
New Smyrna Beach Middle science teacher, Colleen Bender organized an ice bucket 
challenge to raise money for her students’ upcoming geology field trip.  Principal Joe Rawlings, 
Assistant Principal Becky Porter, sixth grade science teacher, Tim Tully, and seventh grade 
science teacher, Vaneesha Persad, volunteered to have buckets of ice water dumped on them 
for the challenge.  Due to their collected efforts, Mrs. Bender was able to raise $170 for her 
students’ field trip.  
  
New Smyrna Beach Middle ESE teacher, Kristin Bennett, organized a school wide effort to 
eliminate the use of the word “retarded” by all faculty, students and staff.  A large banner was 
created and everyone at the school was asked to sign it as a pledge to never use the "r" word 
again.  
  
Chelsea Cinkosky, Phillipa Sheehan, and Elizabeth Osborne have teamed together to provide a 
successful Primary Parents to Kids program at Orange City Elementary.  There were eight 

families in attendance each night.  Families learned about the Florida State Standards and ELA 
(English-Language Arts) strategies to help students at home.  Strategies were modeled and 
parents were coached as they practiced.  Families were sent home with books and writing 
materials to use to apply what they have learned at school in the home setting.  The 
Intermediate Parents to Kids program is currently being held with an additional eight families in 
attendance each night.  Both Parents to Kids programs provide an opportunity for a great 
bonding experience between the parent and child.  
  
Lynn Dotson (NASA Educator) recently visited to Orange City Elementary to give a 
presentation called Living in Space to supplement the first grade stars, sun, and gravity unit.  Her 

presentation included information about current events such as the Orion capsule, astronaut 
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training (how they sleep, what they eat, etc.), living in space and space travel.  Students had the 
opportunity to measure how far the moon is from the Earth, experience how astronauts sleep and 
how gravity feels when fixing something in outer space. 
  
Orange City Elementary teachers Kristen Tatum (art teacher), Bobbie Whitacre (PE coach), 
Danielle Potter (5th grade science teacher), Jan-Michael Scott (PE coach), and Andy Kennedy 
(PE coach) were awarded a grant funded by Heart of Volusia, Inc. to organize “A Heart Healthy 
Night.”  The “Heart Healthy Night” will give students and parents the opportunity to rotate 
through stations and learn about the heart.  This group of teachers received a Creativity Award 
from FUTURES Foundation for the innovation behind this collaborative project.  Orange City is 
also proud to announce that Kristen Tatum and Steven Sanders (media specialist) received a 
grant, “Author! Illustrate! Publish!”  This project will be focused on 3rd-5th graders who will 
research different science themes and then create picture books that will be displayed in the 
media center.  We are very proud of our teachers at Orange City and cannot wait to see these 
ideas come to life! 
  
Ormond Beach Middle congratulates the winner and participants of the Halifax Art Festival. 
 Paige Boice created a beautiful pinwheel which was chosen for the Art Haus Extended Display 
Art Exhibit.  In addition, first year teacher, Mr. Larry Murphy coordinated a special Veterans Day 
tribute to relatives of students that have served in the Armed Forces.  This special Veterans Day 
event took place on November 10.   
  
Guided by teacher, Meredith Gilbert, and the reading correlate, Osceola Elementary 
celebrated reading with a Storybook Bingo for Books family night.  Teachers came dressed as 
wonderful storybook characters such as Snow White, Olivia the Pig, Thing 1 and Thing 2, The 
Cat in the Hat, and more. Princesses Elsa and Anna were in attendance.  With celebrity callers, 
parents and students played bingo for book prizes. Winners enjoyed showing off their success by 
doing a happy dance or sharing a big smile. 
  
With Osceola Elementary’s school’s mascot, Chiefie, smiling for the camera, students in Mr. 
Canetti’s fourth grade class raise their gloves as they prepare to cultivate the school’s vegetable 
garden. 
  
Pathways Elementary student council members along with their parents and some 
grandparents spent an hour in October cleaning up their beach.  Student council members 
voted in October to give back to their community by getting involved with Make a Difference 
Day.  Over 30 Pathways Patriots took part in this clean-up that started at Andy Romano 
Beachfront Park and ended approximately a mile north in Ormond Beach.  Student council 
members talked about the importance of giving back to their community and setting a good 
example for others to follow.  Multiple beach goers stopped the group to say, “Thank You”! 
  
The Air Force Junior ROTC instructors and cadets of Pine Ridge High, Florida earned an 
overall unit assessment score of “Exceeds Standards,” the highest rating attainable during their 
rated unit evaluation.  Colonel William Wright and Master Sergeant Andrea Johnson-Young 
created a dynamic and supportive learning environment coupled with an excellent community 
outreach.  The instructors were providing outstanding leadership in administering the cadet 
centered citizenship program.  The Pine Ridge High School cadets performed exceptionally well 
and took great pride in leading and accomplishing their unit goals. 
  
Port Orange Elementary’s PTA sponsored a “Night of Discovery” at Marine Discovery Center. 
 Students had fun learning about science through interactive exhibits and games.  Students and 
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their families were also able to experience hands-on touch tanks.  A first grade student was 

quoted saying “I can’t wait until I am grown up to become a Marine Scientist!”   
  
Students at Port Orange Elementary traveled back in time to a Medieval Family Night where 
they experienced a land of royalty, knights, court jesters and wizards.  Citizens of the kingdom 
performed a scarf dance while 5th graders played their recorders.  The Queen of the Tiger Kingdom 

(Principal Marie Stratton) awarded special honors to 3rd graders who learned their multiplication 
facts.  Finally, at the Sir Read-A-Lot book fair students were able to purchase some royal 
reading and listen to Princess Positive (Guidance Counselor Amy Otto) read a story.  It was a 
memorable evening for those in attendance!   
  
Pride Elementary teacher, Megan White, completed an Ironman 70.3 triathlon in Augusta, 

Georgia.  The Ironman 70.3 in Augusta is the largest half Ironman race in the world, with 3,300 
registered competitors.  The day began with a 1.2-mile swim in the Savannah River.  Upon 
exiting the river, Megan rode her bicycle through 56 miles of Georgia and South Carolina 
countryside.  When the bike portion of the race was completed, she ran 13.1 miles through 
downtown Augusta and crossed the finish line of her first Ironman 70.3 triathlon.  She did this in 
6 hours, 28 minutes, and 40 seconds. Megan says, “Crossing the finish line was the culmination 
of many weeks of training, but I truly believe that with hard work, persistence and determination, 
we are all able to accomplish something extraordinary.”  Congratulations, Megan!  
  
Pride Elementary will host a Pride “ROAR” 5k on Saturday, November 15.  The run/walk is 
from 8:05 a.m.-11:00 a.m. and cost is $7.  Each participant will receive a headband.  All 
proceeds from the Pride Roar will go toward maintenance of the Pride track.  We look forward to 
this fun and healthy Pride activity!  
  
Read-Pattillo Elementary enjoyed a nutritious, delicious, fun and week of learning during 
National School Lunch Week.  Students sampled food items they had never tried.  The canned 
food drive brought in at least 1000 pounds for the community.  Many teachers took part in a 
school wide bulletin board contest, where they decorated the boards outside of their class doors. 

Good nutrition and healthy choices were shown all over our campus.  The end of the week 
culminated with a wonderful assembly.  School Way Café Director Joan Young had fun with 
students and gave them information about breakfast and lunch meals.  The students had a 
wonderful time as they met and heard from three basketball players from Bethune-Cookman 

University. 
  
Read-Pattillo Elementary students in kindergarten through third grade were visited by the New 

Smyrna Beach Fire Department.  The students learned about the importance of fire alarms and 

having a planned safety evacuation with their family.  The highlight of the visit was when the 
students were allowed to sign their names on the pink fire truck.   
  
Read-Pattillo Elementary has taken an active part in helping the students and families be the 
best they can be.  With the help of community business partners and PTA, the school hosted a 
family learning night Fall Fun with a Fabulous Flavor.  This training provided hands-on learning 
to students, their families and community members.  The event offered a free reading book 
station, make & take word games, math games, a nutrition scavenger hunt, nutrition fishing, fruit 
flavor number walk and more. It is through programs like Fall Fun with a Fabulous Flavor that 
parents are given the tools needed to empower their students to learn to make healthy choices.  
  
Southwestern Middle recently celebrated Hispanic Heritage and Education.  This was an 
evening for all families, where they received information and resources, as well as an authentic 
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Hispanic dinner.  Guests were welcomed by principal, Ms. Mamie Oatis.  Entertainment 
included an opening ceremony of Hispanic flags with music and a V.O.G.U.E. dance 
performance.  Everyone was delighted to have DJs, Albert King and Jota R., from radio station 
Salsa 98.1 tell stories about their experience in education.  Families then had the opportunity to 
visit various stations, which included Pinnacle access, a book giveaway, KidCare Information 
and a clothing/personal hygiene product giveaway.  
  
Spirit Elementary was full of joy and chants during the walk-a-thon for the Olweus Bullying 
Prevention Program Kickoff!   Spirit is the pilot school in Volusia County and had a ‘trail blazing’ 
good time!  Students began walking at 8:30 a.m. around the bus loop, carrying flags, banners and 
singing songs and chants while a DJ played music supporting the value of being drug- and 
bully-free.   Special guests included:  Margaret Smith, Superintendant; John Masiarczyk, city of 
Deltona Mayor; Sean Richter, Southwest Middle School; and Nick Pizza, Bully Armor of 
Deltona. 
  
Starke Elementary families came out to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month.  The aroma of 
authentic Hispanic dishes filled the air, along with the sounds of salsa dancing and music.  
Students and their families participated in flag coloring and learning a new language, with 
artifacts from multiple countries on display.  This special event was attended by 200 people. 
  
The second grade team (Kim Ridenour, Sandy Vineyard, Kathy Ritchey, Carol Johnson and 
Larissa Depasqua), along with their students and parent volunteers at Spruce Creek 
Elementary participated in a Candy Corn Day.  This activity integrated skills taught in the 2nd 
grade curriculum with a fall theme.  This is important to help students build and review skills, 
along with working in a social group.  The activities used pictures and facsimiles in the candy 
corn shape including advanced patterns with food, rhyming, weighing, place value and number 
sense, and ABC order.  This event has been going on for approximately 10 years.   
  
First grade students at Sugar Mill Elementary will be treated to an in-school field trip!  The 
Portable Planetarium is coming to the school, which will allow first graders to step inside the 
huge inflatable planetarium to learn about “The Night Sky, The Solar System and Space 
Exploration.”  The students are looking forward this fun learning experience!  
  
Beth Dobberstein, art teacher at Sugar Mill Elementary, was awarded a Lowes Grant for 
$2,000.  In a world surrounded by digital madness, today’s child struggles to find opportunities 
that encourage creative thinking as well as interaction with nature.  The project “Patios and 
Paintbrushes” will provide a variety of opportunities for children to not only explore their creative 
sides, but to also learn about nature through the creation of art in an outdoor studio setting.  
While attending art class once a week, each of the school’s 605 students will have the 
opportunity to actively engage in documenting and recording nature by drawing and painting on 
an outdoor easel.  The hope is that with the creation of an outdoor studio space, the students at 
Sugar Mill will in the future be inspired to put down their technical devices and pick up a 
paintbrush producing art that reflects their creative side and a new love for nature.   
  
Timbercrest Elementary Extended Day Enrichment Program held a “Mad Scientist Day” 
providing students with six different activities and experiments including: Slime Time, where 
students made their own slime to take home; Floating Letters, where students put m&m’s and 
skittles in separate cups of water and observed what happened; Dissolving Pumpkins, where 
students observed what happens to candy pumpkins when you put them in water, milk, vinegar 
or oil; Balloon Fun, where students experimented with what happens to balloons when you mix 
vinegar and baking soda; Make it Dance, where students used balloons, tissue paper and lots of 
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static electricity to get bats and pumpkins to dance and float; and Building Time, where students 

used candy pumpkins, marshmallows and toothpicks to create some fun structures.  
  
Turie T. Small Elementary celebrated National Walk to School Day by meeting at Campbell 
Middle. Students, parents, faculty and staff were joined by Daytona Police Department Captain 

Blanchett, along with district staff members.  The group was escorted by two motorcycle 

deputies. 
  
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
  
Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad - Storybook Character Dress-Up 

Day. 
                                               
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

  
Follow us on Twitter 
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