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Be There 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

A mother’s love for her child can be shown every day through a smile, hug or a simple question.  
The benefits will last a lifetime. 

 

Teacher Appreciation Week 
 

To honor teachers during Teacher Appreciation Week, we invite you to write an e-mail to say 
thank you to a favorite teacher (past or present), mentor, coach, school counselor or whoever 
inspired you and is making a positive impact in the classroom.  To write an e-mail, simply click 

here and search for the teacher’s e-mail by last name. 

 
In celebration of teachers, a 2015 Dodge Dart will be delivered to one lucky teacher 
tomorrow.  DeLand Hurley Chrysler Dodge Jeep is providing an opportunity for one teacher to 
win a 2-year lease for a Dodge Dart.  “Teacher Appreciation Week is a chance for us to show 
our support for public education and recognize teachers for their hard work and dedication,” said 
Tolga Batir, co-owner/partner of the DeLand Hurley dealership.  “We thank teachers for their 
commitment to make a difference in the lives of students every day.” 
 
All Volusia County Schools’ instructional personnel were entered for the opportunity to win.  Five 
teacher’s names (one name from each school board member’s area) were drawn each day 
during Teacher Appreciation Week, Monday through Thursday.  From those 20 names, one 
lucky teacher will win the car, which will be delivered to the winner’s school on Friday, May 
8.  For details and a list of the daily winners, visit the district’s website at 
http://myvolusiaschools.org (slide #1).  

 

Volusia County Academic Team Places Third in State  
 

The Volusia County Academic Team is celebrating a 3rd place state finish at the 30th annual 

Commissioner’s Academic Challenge.  Hosted at Disney’s Grand Floridian Resort, this year’s 
theme was “Celebrating 30 MARVELous Years.”  The Volusia County Academic Team adopted 
superhero personas as they entered the intense, academic competition against teams 
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representing school districts throughout Florida. Coached by teachers, Teresa Speidel 
(Campbell Middle) and Jim Clements (Atlantic High), Volusia team members, Chancellor 
Hansen (Pine Ridge High), Nolan Higgins (Seabreeze High), Joshua Pollock (Spruce Creek 
High), Jose Rosa (Seabreeze High), Shannon Reilly (Atlantic High), and Sam Swanson (Spruce 
Creek High) outperformed opponents during lightning-fast rounds of questions ranging from 
physics to foreign language. A special thank you goes to community partners, Aramark 
Education and Florida Health Care Plans, who joined with Volusia County Schools in 
sponsoring Team Volusia. 
 

Visual Art Principals of the Year Named 
 

Congratulations to Ms. Mamie Oatis, Southwestern Middle principal, and Dr. Maryann Bull, 
principal of Champion Elementary, who were selected as the Secondary and Elementary Visual 
Art Principals of the Year during the Volusia Students Create Opening at Ormond Memorial 
Museum of Art and Gardens.   
 

Sugar Mill Elementary Volunteer Wins Champion of Service Award 
 

Governor Rick Scott and Volunteer Florida CEO Chester Spellman awarded Thomas Heimall, 

along with two other volunteers, the Champion of Service Award, Florida’s official statewide 
volunteer recognition. Mr. Heimall is a foster grandparent at Sugar Mill Elementary. The Foster 
Grandparent program helps volunteers age 55 and over to stay active by serving children and 
youth in their communities, including helping children learn to read and providing one-on-one 
tutoring. Students tutored by Mr. Heimall have successfully met benchmarks for math and 
reading. Though Mr. Heimall was diagnosed with cancer, he has remained committed to the 
students and staff at Sugar Mill Elementary, continuing to serve as a Foster Grandparent while 
undergoing chemotherapy. He believes strongly in the goals and objectives of the Foster 
Grandparent Program, and he continues to recruit new volunteers to serve.  
 

Students Offered Paid Internship Opportunities in Construction Industry 
 

Volusia’s first Academy of Construction Technology (ACT) student internship job interviews 
were recently held at DeLand High.  Six students from Mr. Hervey’s DeLand High construction 
class came to the interviews excited, well dressed and well prepared. Eight different companies 
sent representatives for the interviewing process and each student rotated from table to 
table. These students will be working in paid internship during the summer, as follows: Giles 
Electric – Cody Epling and Logan Pros; Koontz Heating A/C – Brandon Shriver; Mid-Florida Air 
– Joseph Moltz; and United Contractor Building Corp – Chris Ray and Dillon Audit. 
 

National Bike to School Day 
 

The first-ever National Bike to School Day took place on May 9, 2012, in coordination with the 
League of American Bicyclists' National Bike Month. Almost 1,000 local events in 49 states and 

the District of Columbia joined together to encourage children to safely bicycle or walk to 
school.  Volusia will once again participate in this event, which builds on the popularity of Walk 
to School Day that is celebrated across the country – and the world – each October. National 
Bike to School Day provides an opportunity for schools across the country to join together to 
celebrate National Bike Month. 

 
Registration for Summer Driver Education Begins May 11 
 

Registration for the 2015 Summer Driver Education program begins on Monday, May 11, at all 
high schools.  Students interested in earning credit in Driver Education must register at their 
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home high school.  There is no fee for the program and students will earn a ½ elective credit 
and a paperless waiver of the road test for an operator’s license.  Registration forms and driver 
education brochures are available in each high school’s guidance department.  Students must 
have a learners permit to enroll in this program. 
 
The summer program will begin on Monday, July 6, and will end on Tuesday, July 21, with no 
classes being scheduled on Fridays. Student hours will be from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m.  Students will 
need to bring a lunch each day, sunscreen, water and wear closed toe shoes.   
 
The program will be offered at Atlantic, DeLand, Deltona, Mainland, New Smyrna Beach, Pine 
Ridge, Seabreeze, Spruce Creek and University high schools (pending enrollment figures and 
teacher availability). 
 
Eligibility Requirements: 

 All students currently enrolled in a Volusia County public school, School of Choice, private 
school, or who are in the home-school program and who are eligible to drive will be given 
the opportunity to enroll in driver education as seats are available. 

 Students must be 15 years or older on or before the first day of the session for which the 
student is enrolled and must have completed one full year of high school on or before the 
first day of the session. 

 Students must have and present a learners permit when registering.  Students must also 
have their learners permit with them on each day of class. 

 Students must not have already received credit for driver education. 
 
Registration is on a first-come, first-serve basis.  If the class meets the enrollment capacity a 
waiting list will be started.  Funding for this program is made available through the Dori Slosberg 
Driver Education Trust Fund.  No district funds will be used to fund this program. For more 
information regarding this program, students should contact their home high school. 
 

News of Note 
Submitted by each school’s Key Communicator 

 
 

Campbell Middle student and FBHonors participant, Malana Jackson, will travel to San Diego, 
California to accept the 2014-2015 Pop Warner All-American Scholar Award on Saturday, May 

23.  Malana has been a Pop Warner cheerleader since she was six years old. This special 

recognition is a result of her academic achievements last school year where she received all 
A’s. To qualify for the national award the student-athlete needs to rank academically in the top 

2% of approximately 350,000 children that participate in Pop Warner nationwide.  Malana is a 

6th grader who has participated in FBHonors since she was first selected as a 4th grader 
attending Westside Elementary. FBHonors students attend afterschool programs for 3-hours 
every school day. Through FBHonors, Malana is exposed to STEM related activities and 
lessons that her mother, Melissa Burke-Jackson, believes have helped her gain a greater love 
for math and science. 
 
Students at Champion Elementary met the reading challenge that Principal Maryann Bull gave 
them early this school year on Storybook Day.  Dr. Bull set a goal of 16,000 Reading Counts 

points.  Reading Counts is a computer program that encourages students to read books.  Once 
a student reads a book they take a computer-based comprehension test on the book to earn 
points.  The students at Champion surpassed the goal set by Dr. Bull and made over 26,000 
points.  If students met the goal Dr. Bull promised to get her hair cut to donate to a charity that 
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makes wigs of natural hair.  On April 24, Principal Dr. Bull went to Industry Salon to have her 
hair cut by Tony Hayes.  Mr. Tony Hayes handed the scissors over to student Trinton Taddeo 
who made the first cut to his principal’s hair.  Both Trinton and Dr. Bull were visibly 
nervous.  While the students were at the salon they videotaped the event that will be shown to 
the entire school.  
 
Champion and Cypress Creek elementaries combined Advanced Xylophone Ensembles 
performed at the Lakeside Jazz Festival on Saturday April 18.  These schools are state of 
Florida Music Demonstration Schools and were the only elementary schools invited to be a part 
of this year’s Jazz Festival.  The Lakeside Jazz Festival is a two day adjudication festival for 
middle school and high school jazz ensembles.  The culmination of the Jazz Festival is headline 
famous jazz bands from around the country that perform concerts in the evenings on Friday and 
Saturday nights.  Champion and Cypress Creek elementary schools ensembles are taught and 
conducted by MaryAda Kidd of Cypress Creek and Kris Light of Champion Elementary.  At the 
conclusion of their performance both schools were presented with a “Celebration of Jazz” 
plaque in honor of their performance at the 2015 Lakeside Jazz Festival.  These students not 
only performed jazz improvised blues solos, but they also wrote their own lyrics to the blues 
song they performed.  The audience was in awe of the level of talent presented by these 4th 
and 5th grade students who closed their program with Carlos Santana’s “Oye Como 
Va.”  Comments from some of the other high school music students assisting with the festival 
included: “Are you sure they are elementary students?” and “Wow, I wish I could have played 
songs and music like that when I was in elementary school.”  It was an amazing collaboration of 
two schools music programs that culminated in an awesome performance.   
 
Second through fifth grade drama and chorus students will soon be walking down the yellow 
brick road when Citrus Grove Elementary’s School Drama Club presents “The Wizard of Oz 
Young Performers’ Edition.”  Mrs. Gaglione will be directing the one hour and 20 minute version 
of the beloved musical, which will be performed May 13-15.  The 78 member cast has little to no 
experience on the stage; however, each student is encouraged to take this opportunity to shine 
and be a star.  The children work on reading, memorization, music, art and character 
building.  The school is excited to see these wonderful students perform!  Tickets will be 
available for purchase before and after school through May 12.  We hope to see you all 
there!  Make sure to read the full article by Cherri Gaglione in The West Volusia Beacon.  
 
On April 29, Citrus Grove Elementary held an Earth Day Celebration sponsored by PTA.  This 
fun-filled day had many activities to choose from.  Students participated in nature walks, 
gardening and campus clean up.  Parents were asked to donate mulch and some other 
items.  PTA provided popsicles, plants, soil and bubbles for the students.  There was also a 
used book exchange.  Thank you Mrs. Young, media specialist, for carrying on another fun 
Citrus Grove tradition.  
 
Fourth and fifth graders at Coronado Beach Elementary took part in the Remembrance Rescue 

Project presented by the New Smyrna Beach Fire Department. The Project works with fire 
departments across the country to host the Rescues throughout the year. The Project 
coordinates with host fire departments to facilitate 9/11 educational programming, memorials 
and remembrance events. The Project strives to keep the memories alive of those lost on 
September 11th and all firefighters killed in the line of duty every year. Officer James Roberts 
visited the school in Rescue Truck 4, which was a first responding vehicle on September 11, 
2011.  
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Mrs. Hatch, DeBary Elementary art teacher, and several of her students, Kayla Raimo, 
Meredyth Rennaker, Onnalee Floriano, and Kristen Paul will be acknowledged during a 
reception held by the Museum of Art in Deland on May 14th for having their artwork and poetry 
featured in the Art of Reflection and Response Teacher Institute publication, Reflect, Respond 
and Renew.  
 
DeBary Elementary’s team, the DeBary Dragonflies, participated in the DeBary/Orange City 

Relay for Life on April 25.  The team is made up of teachers, staff, parents and family 
members.  The Dragonflies were the #1 team at Relay and were able to raise over $6,000 for 
the American Cancer Society. 
 
The DeLand High FFA came in first place in this year’s FFA State Livestock Evaluation Career 
Development Events.  Team members are Michael A., Jenna G., Brianna E. and Trevor R..  In 

addition, these four students placed individually in the top 15 out of 111 entries.  The team is 
now preparing to compete at the FFA National Convention in Louisville in late October. Their 
advisor is Brett Brandner. 
  
DeLand High students, Keith N., Hope F. and Quinn A., recently visited with their pen-pals in 

Mrs. Hibden’s fifth grade class at Volusia Pines Elementary. Mrs. Hibden’s class wrote letters to 
DeLand’s Medallion of Excellence winners.  The Medallion’s recognition is sponsored by The 
Daytona Beach News-Journal. In the letters the high school students were asked what had led 
them down the path of excellence and where they drew their inspiration from. The high school 
students replied back to their pen-pals and those responses were read prior to their visit. During 
the visit many questions were asked from both the DeLand High group and Mrs. Hibden’s 
students.  It was agreed by all that this was a wonderful partnership and a way to reach across 
the educational levels a meaningful way and that it will continue in future years. 
 
As part of the Congressional Art Competition, Deltona High student Courtney Wall’s drawing 
was chosen to be in Congressman Mica’s office in Washington for one year.  
 
On April 18, the Deltona High Jazz Band performed at the Lakeside Jazz Festival for the first 
time in school history.  The band swung hard and awards were given to Joey Dies for most 
outstanding soloist in the band, and most outstanding section of the band was awarded to the 
trombones.  In addition, the Deltona High Symphonic Winds made their first appearance in six 
years at the State Music Performance Assessment, after earning a straight superior rating at 
District Music Performance Assessment.  Their performance was phenomenol and they earned 
an excellent rating. 
 
The Deltona High FFA has been in full gear!  On Friday, April 24, they traveled to Gainesville 
for two state competitions. Taylor Proctor, Sydney Crockett, Sydney Moss and Chris Thiffault 
competed in the State Ag Sales Career Development Events (CDE).  They had to market and 
sell Trimble- a worldwide technology and communications services, and placed 8th in the 
state!  In addition Catharin MacFarlane competed in the Agricultural Education CDE where she 
had to create and teach a lesson plan.  She placed 3rd in her round.  At the  East Coast FFA 
Federation banquet on April 28, Deltona’s chapter won the Community Service Award for 
donating to Toys for Tots last December.  In addition, Catharin MacFarlane is one of the District 
Officer Candidates who will run for District President at State FFA Convention this summer. 
Taylor Proctor was announced as next year’s Federation President.  Both the District and 
Federation work with all chapters in Volusia and Flagler counties – over 20 
chapters.  Congratulations to these two for their outstanding accomplishments! 
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Congratulations to Diamond McMillan, Deltona High senior, for submitting four written entries 
and one picture that were selected for publication in the Celebrations Literary Journal Spring 
2015.  Diamond is an excellent writer!   
 
Do you know how tell what arrondissement (district) you’re in when walking the streets of Paris? 
Deltona High students found the answer in person on their recent trip to France and Spain. Six 

juniors and seniors spent 10 days immersed in both languages, visiting Paris, Chenonceau, 
Biarritz, Pamplona, Zaragoza and Barcelona.  They enjoyed tours of castles, a chance for a 
selfie with the Mona Lisa, a Flamenco performance, and speaking with locals.  Now that they’ve 
returned from their once-in-a-lifetime trip, these students will continue their language studies. 
 
Congratulations to Deltona High students, Evan Hinson, boys basketball, and Austin 
Rasmussen, boys wrestling, for being selected as Athlete of the Year in their respective sport by 
the Bright House Sports Network Breakfast of Champions. Also, congrats to Jim Gawriluk who 
was selected as Athletic Director of the Year. Evan, Austin and Jim were recognized at a 
breakfast sponsored by Bright House Sports on May 5.  
 
Deltona Lakes Elementary Girls on the Run members have been busy!  They participated in a 

5K on April 25, which marked the end of the 8-week program.  On April 24, they hosted an Army 
(Camo) Dance at school to raise money for the Wounded Warrior Project.  Over $325 was 
collected at the dance. They also sponsored Hat Week where students paid $.25 (adults - $1) to 

wear a hat to school.  All proceeds from this event will also benefit the Wounded Warrior 
Project. 
 
Deltona Lakes Elementary recognized Earth Day all week long April 20-24 with a host of 
school-wide activities. On April 20, there was a butterfly release.  Classes gathered around the 

netted plant environment they had been watching for months as the caterpillars changed to 
butterflies.  Ms. Korfage removed the netting and students exclaimed as the three butterflies flew 
away.  Students and staff were encouraged to wear green on April 22 to create awareness of our 
Earth and its precious resources.  Classes in all grade levels created posters using the slogan 
“Love our Earth.  Go green and keep it clean,” which were showcased on campus.  Mrs. 

Johnson’s first graders read the “The Lorax” by Dr. Seuss and also talked about reduce, reuse 
and recycle.  One first grade student from Mrs. Brule’s class made a necklace from a shell she 
found on a field trip.  What a great way of reusing (one of the 3 R's) for during Earth Week! 
Teachers were given garbage bags and students picked up trash around school throughout the 
week. 
 
Deltona Lakes Elementary is gearing up for its first color run on Friday, May 8.  Students in 

grades pre-K through 2nd will run ½-mile and 3rd-5th graders will run one-mile.  Donations are 
being accepted with all monies going toward the school’s technology fund.  Prizes will being 
offered to the top fund-raisers and to teachers with the greatest class participation.  A silly string 
party will be held for the kids who raise the most money in each grade level and the kids will be 
able to use the silly string on Ms. Rivera, school principal! For more information please contact 
Mrs. Church at machurch@volusia.k12.fl.us. Check out the school’s official video at 
http://deltonalakeselementaryfundraiser.weebly.com.  

 
Deltona Lakes Elementary was one of three schools in Florida (and the only one in Volusia 
County) selected to receive a two-year Arbordale Fun eReader® grant.  This grant gives the 
school free access to all science and math picture book titles in the Arbordale library in both 
English and Spanish.  This access is not only for all computers and tablets in the school, but 
also the code is provided to send home with students so families can read and do the activities 

http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%205-7-15/Deltona%20HS%20Visits%20France.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%205-7-15/DLE%20GOTR%205K%20April%2025.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%205-7-15/DLE%20GOTR%20Camo%20Dance%20Mrs.%20Biggs.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%205-7-15/DLE%20GOTR%20Camo%20Dance.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%205-7-15/DLE%20GOTR%20Hat%20Week.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%205-7-15/DLE%20butterfly%20release%20042015%20004.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%205-7-15/DLE%20butterfly%20release%20042015%20007.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%205-7-15/DLE%20butterfly%20release%20042015.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%205-7-15/DLE%20Earth%20Day%20Jones%205th%20grade%20042215.jpg
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%205-7-15/DLE%20Earth%20Day%20Ms.%20Castro's%20poster3.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%205-7-15/DLE%20Earth%20Day%20Ms.%20Castro's%20class.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%205-7-15/DLE%20Earth%20Day%20Ms.%20Castro's%20class%20poster2.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%205-7-15/DLE%20Earth%20Day%20posters.JPG
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%205-7-15/DLE%20Bee%20Healthy%20Color%20Run.bmp
mailto:machurch@volusia.k12.fl.us
http://deltonalakeselementaryfundraiser.weebly.com/


together. Congratulations to first grade teacher Mrs. Debbie Johnson for securing the grant, with 
the assistance of intervention teacher Mrs. Hope Noga.   
 
Edgewater Public students were excited to participate in the Sunshine State Young Reader 
Award program.  On April 23, students who passed the Reading Counts test on the books were 
able to vote for their favorite.  The media center housed polling stations and students had to use 
their voter identification cards to enter.  The vote declared “Hooper Finds a Family” by Jane Paley 

as the school’s favorite. 
 
Freedom Elementary hosted its 2nd Annual Freedom Falcon 5K Fun Run on Saturday, April 

18.  This run was held to help raise funds for new technology in classrooms. Over 200 students, 
parents and community members came out to participate in the 5K.  Prior to the race, participants 

walked the neighborhood inviting all neighbors to come out and cheer on the racers.  The 
excitement was high as the Freedom Falcon’s soared through the finish line!   
 
During the week of April 20, Freedom Elementary celebrated administrative professionals with 
a special luncheon and goodies from different grade levels and teams throughout the campus 
each day.  Thank you to Sylvia Christiansen, Julie Russell, Sue Harville, Maritza Calkins, Beth 
Boggs and Jacque Thompson for all the hard work they put in at Freedom every day. These 
administrative Falcons work behind the scenes to keep the school organized and running 
efficiently.   
 
Friendship Elementary has been learning about the initiative to put a famous woman on the 20 
dollar bill.  They learned about each woman through the morning news and had a chance to 
vote for their choice during media time.  A group of girls from Mr. Dowdell’s fourth grade class 
also created a Weebly website about each of the four finalists.  Of the four finalists, Friendship’s 
pick for the Woman on the 20 is Rosa Parks; followed closely by Harriet Tubman, Eleanor 
Roosevelt and finally Wilma Mankiller.  The students are anxiously awaiting the results of the 
vote and whether or not Congress will approve this change.  
 
Ms. Rayam’s kindergarten class at Holly Hill School created “Give a Hoot, Don’t Pollute” owls in 

honor of Earth Day during their media class time. Kids- in K-2 had Earth day stories and lessons 
as well as creating their own owl to remind them to take care of our earth! 
 
Horizon Elementary’s volunteer coordinator, Sheri Heasley, hosted a volunteer appreciation 

coffee hour in the school’s media center on April 17.  Sheri and Schoolway Café manager, 
Debbie Cox, transformed the area into a garden party full of flowers and sweet 

treats.  Refreshments were donated by teachers and staff, kindergarten teacher Deb Wallace 
hand-painted a glass pitcher and glasses to be given away, para-professionals Ann and Amber 
Lester created paper flowers and Port Orange Florist provided a beautiful flower arrangement 
with the assistance of Mrs. Cox.  "We are so grateful to our volunteers," Sheri explained. "So far 
this year they have donated 2,759 hours to our school and our students.  We have 155 
volunteers and are appreciative of all they do." 
 
The Indian River Elementary Florida Future Educators of America Club participated in the 23rd 
Annual FFEA District Conference at Atlantic High on April 11. Sponsors, Theresa Cameron, 
Diane LaRubbio, and Angela Donley, escorted students to the event. Nathan W., fourth grade, 
won second place in the essay contest.  The club also won second place for their scrapbook 
entry and second place for their display board entry.  The theme for this year’s conference was, 
“Teachers Make the Impossible Possible.” 
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Earth Day celebrations at R.J. Longstreet Elementary ranged from colorfully decorated t-shirts to 
the planting of a special tangerine tree.  Second graders were so excited to establish a partnership 

with the Wyndham Resort of Daytona Beach.  Together, they planned an Earth Day celebration 
that included an educational lesson on how trees help our planet, the planting of a tangerine 
tree in our second grade area and prize giveaways.  The Earth Day learning continues in the 
classroom!  With the materials provided in the giveaway bags, the second grade students will 
now be able to use an upcycled can and seeds to plant flower seeds provided by 
Wyndham.  The second grade team thanks Wyndham for being engaging, hands-on, and 
building such wonderful rapport with our students. 
 
When R.J. Longstreet Elementary fifth graders in Mrs. Schuld’s class finished reading “The 

City of Ember,” they had lights and light bulbs on their minds.  In the novel, Doon and Lina live 
in a world where the only light they receive comes from light bulbs that illuminate the 
city.  However, the city faced multiple blackouts, which worried its citizens.  To make sure they 
were ready for the fictional blackouts, Mrs. Schuld’s students used batteries, light bulbs, wires, 
paper towel rolls, and glow sticks to cooperatively create moveable lights that Doon and Lina 

might use in the City of Ember.  The results were varied and fascinating.  The class debuted 
their lights in class with the lights appropriately dimmed. Their lights shined bright – similar to 
their smiles.  
 
The Lady Bucs Dance and Drill Team represented Mainland High beautifully at the Contest of 

Champions Nationals at Disney.  The competition has grown to over 80 teams and the Lady 
Bucs have also grown and moved up to a more competitive division.  The girls received scores 
higher than ever. They earned a 6th place finish in pom, an 8th place finish in kick, 13th in hip 
hop and 15th in jazz.  The officer line placed for the first time in the top 10 earning 10th place 
out of all of the officer lines at the competition. Way to go Bucs! 
 
Thomas Bull, 2-D art teacher at Mainland High, and his student, Morgan Berletich, won Best in 
Show at the 2015 Florida Art Education and Association K-12 Virtual Exhibition.  Mr. Bull, 
Morgan and one of Morgan’s parents will receive an all-expense paid trip to New York in July for 
the opportunity to visit New York Art Museums. 
 
New Smyrna Beach High student, Devon R., competed in the HOSA Leadership Conference 

(Health Occupations Students of America) on March 25-28.  The competition was held at 
Disney’s Coronado Resort and Devon placed first in the state in the category of Medical 
Terminology. He will now advance to the National Competition in Anaheim, California.  He has 
been involved in HOSA and HOSA competition for the past three years.  His HOSA advisors are 
Mrs. Rich Zois and Mrs. Meehl at New Smyrna High. 
 
The Orange City Elementary Chorus, showing off their brand new chorus t-shirts, performed at 
the Volusia County FACT Fair on April 9.  Their performance featured an exciting Disney 
medley which included songs from “Beauty and the Beast,” “Jungle Book” and “Mary Poppins.” 
The chorus of 32 students impressed the crowd with their exciting and energetic 
performance.  Many Orange City Elementary parents attended the FACT Fair to hear their 
talented students sing.  
 
On Saturday, April 25, 4th and 5th grade students represented Orange City Elementary at the 

Junior Olympics.  Through the combined effort of the 4th grade and 5th grade teams, students 
were awarded the Coach Bill Underhill High Point trophy.  They were also awarded the 
Sportsmanship trophy due to their attitude, effort and sportsmanship.  In addition, Orange City 
Elementary students won the poster contest, earned a pizza party and nine first place 
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medals!  Congratulations to all who participated for their hard work, effort, and great 
attitudes.  Way to go, Roadrunners!  
 
On Thursday, April 23, Orange City Elementary hosted Rad Dads Read.  A crowd of almost 300 
fathers and their children showed up in costume to enjoy a pizza dinner and read books 
together.  The event had a superhero theme, because all parents who read to their children truly 

are superheroes.   Much gratitude to all who came out to support this amazing event, and a 
special thank you to all the rad dads! 
 
Congratulations to the Ormond Beach Elementary April Teacher of the Month, Jennifer 

Bronson.  Ms. Bronson is a part of the amazing first grade team at the school.  She has been 
with the school for 10 years and with Volusia County Schools for 16 years.  Also, a big 
congratulation goes out to the Teacher of the Quarter, Jeanne Neat.  Ms. Neat is also a part of 
the first grade team and was recently honored by the Ormond Chamber of Commerce for her 
outstanding contributions to the education of children in our community.  
 
Ormond Beach Elementary recently held its annual Field and Fitness Day.  This day-long event 
was packed full of fun for the entire school.  Coach Lyle Shearer coordinated this event, which 
included tug of war, basketball and football throwing, scooter races, 50-yard dash and an 
obstacle course. Through the donations of the PTA and parent volunteers, students were also 
able to enjoy fresh fruit snacks and water. 
 
The annual Science Fair at Ormond Beach Elementary was held on March 31.  Fifth grade 
students worked for over a month on great projects and experiments using the Scientific 
Method.  Three students were selected to represent the at the Science Expo.  These students 

are Jacob W., Joshua W., and Christian B.  Congratulations on a job well done!  
 
Who’s afraid of the FSA?  Not students at Ormond Beach Elementary!  On Tuesday, March 
31, students in grades 3, 4, and 5 were treated to an energizing and encouraging pep 

rally.  Check out the administration, faculty and staff getting excited about the FSA in this 
entertaining video!  

 
Kindergarten and first grade classes took part in a huge egg hunt in April.  Students scurried 
through the fields of Ormond Beach Elementary searching for eggs.  The students had an 
amazing time and Thank you to the teachers and parent volunteers that helped organize this fun 
activity for the students.  Check out this short video.  

 
Osceola Elementary is proud of the Science Club members for participating in the School 
Science Fair.  Olivia Bonjour and Kayleigh Whittley, won first place, and Esther Kim and 
Madison Tiffany, won 2nd place, for the school.   They will be competing in the District Science 
Fair.  The Science Club worked busily in the garden learning the importance of worms 

contributing to the soil.  They are also learning about density, buoyancy and compression using 
Cartesian divers.  Recently, students used science experiments in a box to create “snot in a box” 

and” bouncy balls.”  Osceola’s Science Club meets every Friday after school and is looking 
forward to working on more experiments. 
 
With a welcome from the Ormond Beach Chamber, Osceola Elementary saluted its teacher of 
the quarter.  Mrs. Janet Dockery’s 2nd grade students were elated that their teacher was 
recognized for her outstanding teaching.  In addition to gifts from community business partners, 
Ormond Beach Mayor Ed Kelly presented Mrs. Dockery with a key to the city. 
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Hosted by the Ormond Beach Presbyterian Church Abbie Greene and Jenna Riley Martin, 
fourth grade students from Osceola Elementary, joined their teachers, other students, faculty, 
and staff in the 2nd annual “Stop Hunger Now” packaging event.  They were just a part of a large 

group who packaged greater than 10,000 meals for the community. Their motto is “Together we 
can make a difference.” 
 
Congratulations to the River Springs Middle band on receiving straight superiors on stage and 
in sight-reading. Congrats also go out to principal intern graduates Jasmine Hinson and 
Amanda Wiles and first-year teacher of the year Jessika Butler. 
 
Madi B., a junior at Seabreeze High, won first place for US Congressional Art Competition. Her 

piece was selected on April 18 by a group of artists.  Madi and her parents will receive two 

vouchers to fly to Washington DC for the ceremony in June.  Her piece will be on display in the 
US Capitol for one year.  Second Place went to Rebekah Hancock, sophomore.  Her piece will 
be in the Port Orange office for one year, and Angelia DeRiggi, junior, received third place, her 
piece will be in the St. Augustine office.   
 
Tech Tuesday is available to teachers at Southwestern Middle.  This is offered so teachers 
can improve their technology skills and integrate it into their lessons in a supportive and 
collaborative manner.  It is an informal workshop for any teacher who needs help using an app 
(i.e. Kahoot, Plickers, etc.), navigating a website or using technology to improve overall student 
performance.  Sean Richter, school counselor, and Kellie Pait, media specialist are co-
facilitators.  
 
Southwestern Middle teachers were invited to participate in a book study facilitated by Sean 
Richter, school counselor: Teach Like a Champion 2.0: 62 Techniques that Put Students on the 
Path to College. Teachers are learning to utilize data-driven strategies and techniques taught in 
the book to improve teacher/student engagement, enhance differentiate instruction and increase 
student achievement, improve communication with the students, vary questioning and feedback, 
improve the class milieu and establish a positive culture of respect and learning.  
 
On April 17, Gina Holt from Wild About Birds, gave a presentation to Spruce Creek 
Elementary’s third grade classes.  She brought along her four birds of prey:  a red shouldered 
hawk, a screech owl, a barred owl and a kestrel.  The third graders are studying animals, their 
habitats and their characteristics.  Gina Holt was very interesting and informational.  She gave 
many important facts about these fascinating birds that live right here in our 
neighborhoods.  She provided a time for questions and answers, as well.  
 
Students in grades K-5 competed head-to-head in Starke Elementary’s first-ever math bee! This 

year’s theme was “Hang Ten with Base Ten!” Three sessions were held – kindergarten/1st 
grade, 2nd/3rd grade and 4th/5th grade. Selected students in grades K-5 competed against 
each other in a fast facts round of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division to make the 
final six. Students in the final six then competed in a word problem face off for a chance to place 
in 1st, 2nd or 3rd. All participants received “Math Wiz” pencils, 1st place winners were awarded 
trophies, and 2nd and 3rd  place winners received silver and gold medals respectively. 
Congratulations!  
 
Ready? Set… Go! Twenty-eight 4th and 5th graders represented Starke Elementary at the 
Junior Olympics competition held on April 29 at DeLand High. Starke is proud of all its 
competitors. Additionally, two of Starke’s 4th grade students set new records in the 100 meters: 
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Alan R. with a time of 13.91 seconds, and Talerie G. with a time of 14.44 seconds. Way to go 
Starke! 
 
Kim Scaccia and Beth Dobberstein from Sugar Mill Elementary were two out of 40 teachers 
nationwide selected to attend the 22nd Power of Art Conference in Washington DC. The Power 

of Art is a highly participatory conference of diverse educators, teaching artists, and leaders 

committed to arts-infused experiences for students with learning differences.  During the 
conference, participants — who are chosen through a national competition — directed, hands-
on experience with a variety of learning strategies, opportunities for peer coaching and 
knowledge exchange, as well as discussions with field leaders in the areas of arts learning, 
special education, and community arts.  The 2015 Power of Art conference gathered educators 
and teachers to contemplate, discuss, and even act out the different ways we approach art and 
are affected by it, including visual experience, associative experience, experience of size, 
shape, and angles, emotional experience, and rational experience.   
 
This year Sunrise Elementary partnered with Project Unify to participate in Special Olympics 

events and three of their athletes had the opportunity to compete in the Special Olympics Summer 

Games. Chloe B., Shanea B. and Carlos H. gave it their all when they competed in the 100-
meter dash, and brought home two first place ribbons and one second place ribbon!  All athletes 

moved on to the District 5 Summer Games where the competition was fierce.  Carlos and Chloe 
earned second place ribbons in their divisions, and Shanea earned a first place ribbon.  Shanea 
will be moving on to the state games at the ESPN Wide World of Sports in Orlando and the 
school cannot wait to cheer her on! 
 
Turie T. Small Elementary hosted their Annual PTA Spring Carnival on April 24. There were 
booths, games and many prizes. A big splash bucket that soaked administrators was a big success, 
as well. Students enjoyed face painting and manicure stations. An inflatable obstacle course and a 
rock wall were also student favorites. The table hosted by the University of Florida's Institute of 

Food and Agricultural Sciences Extension was a nutritional success.  And of course, what 
carnival is not complete without a visit from the Daytona Tortugas mascot?  A special thank you to 
the many volunteers including but not limited to Bethune-Cookman University, Embry-Riddle 

Aeronautical University, University of Central Florida (Daytona Campus) and Seabreeze High 
School students and the district Title 1 Department for lending their time and talents to help 
create an evening of childhood memories for the students and families. 
 
Woodward Avenue Elementary held their annual voting for the Sunshine State Young Reader 
Award Books.  The Volusia County Department of Elections set up official voting machines for 

the students .  Voter registration cards and “I voted” stickers were given to each student who 
voted.  “Elvis and The Underdogs” by Jenny Lee was the overall winner! 
 
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
 

Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad – Highlights from FFEA 2015. 
                                               
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail 
VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior 

editions of e-News. 
 

Follow us on Twitter 
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