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Be There 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Help your child succeed in school by following his/her progress and communicating with the 
teachers. 

 

Report Cards -  Spring Break  
 

The third grading period ends March 19 and March 20, is a teacher duty day.  Grades will be 
posted on the Parent Portal March 24 and report cards will be distributed beginning April 1.  The 
spring holiday begins Monday, March 23, for students and classes resume on Monday, March 
30.   
 
For the purpose of cost savings by reducing energy consumption, all district offices will operate 
on a ten-hour/four-day week during the week of spring break.  District offices will be open on 
March 23 - 26 and will be closed on March 27. 

 
Spruce Creek High Academy Featured in National Magazine 
 

Spruce Creek High’s Academy of Information Technology and Robotics was recently highlighted 
in Phi Delta Kappan, a professional magazine for K-12 education.  The article explored the 

Career and Technical Education model that pairs vocational and work-based learning with 
rigorous academic learning. 
 

Atlantic High Teacher Creates Science-Based Reality Series 
 

Don Brunning, digital video instructor for Atlantic High, and his wife April, production manager of 
instructional resources for Daytona State College, created a new science-based reality series 
entitled:  FOSSIL HUNTERS.  FOSSIL HUNTERS TV SERIES follows the adventures of a 
group of amateur paleontologists and friends as they travel to amazing fossil sites from around 
the country and discover fantastic remnants from our past.  Read more… 

 
Parents Invited to Participate in DOE Survey 
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Parents of students served in Exceptional Student Education, Pre-K through grade 12, have an 
opportunity to participate in an online satisfaction survey provided by the Department of 
Education.  The 26-question survey is designed to give the state information on how well 
schools are supporting parents’ involvement in their child’s education.  Under the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), states must report this information to the federal 
government on an annual basis.  Survey results are reported to the United States Department of 
Education, Office of Special Education Programs, as part of Florida’s Annual Performance 
Report.   
 
Parents may go online to www.ESEsurvey.com to complete the survey, which is available until 

May 31, 2015.  A limited number of paper surveys have been sent to each school for those 
parents who cannot access the survey online.  To request additional paper copies of the survey, 
contact Sandy Salmans, 386-734-7290, ext. 38337.  For more information about the survey, 
contact Sheila Harlacher, 386-734-7190, ext. 38335. 
 

Annual School Advisory Council Climate Survey Now Available 
 

Let your voice be heard! The annual School Advisory Council climate survey is now available for 
parents of students at all school sites.  As part of each school's annual SAC process, we ask 
parents to give their input in this survey.  Each school's survey results will be reported 
separately and used in the creation of next year's School Improvement Plans.  Survey results 
will be reported at each school site before the end of the school year.  Please click on "Climate 
Survey" to go to the parent survey.  Thank you for your input! 
 

ArtHaus Presents Middle School Art Exhibit 
An exhibit featuring selected artworks from students in Volusia County’s public middle schools is 
now open at the ArtHaus, 3840 Ridgewood Avenue, Port Orange.  The exhibit will continue 
through Friday, April 3. 
 

News of Note 
Submitted by each school’s Key Communicator 

 
 

Atlantic High participated in the ribbon-cutting ceremony of its newest business partners, Race 
Trac, which is located at the intersection of Beville and Ridgewood in South Daytona.  The 
ROTC, band and Assistant Principal Brian Zinck attended to welcome RaceTrac to the 

community.  
 
The annual Black History Program at Atlantic High was held on Friday, February 20. Dr. 
Edison Jackson, President of Bethune Cookman University, was the guest speaker.  The 
program also featured performances from Atlantic High students.  
 
Rachel Hernandez, a sixth grade student at Campbell Middle, has been selected to exhibit her 
work “Teacher Nancy” during the upcoming Middle School Art Exhibit at the ArtHaus Gallery.  Her 

work is also featured on the cover of the invitation to the exhibit.    Mrs. Richmond also is proud 
to announce that Makalia Bussey, eighth grade, and Amanda Matir Lopez, sixth grade, had their 
art accepted for Volusia Creates.  
 
The Spartan Chapter of the National Junior Honor Society at Campbell Middle held its annual 
Evening of Excellence Induction Ceremony in February.  The cafetorium was filled with families, 

school district employees and community stakeholders.  This year, 85 students qualified for 
induction.  Students received medallions and certificates from the Principal Craig Zablo and the 
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guidance counselors, Mrs. Yvonne Cook-Scott, Mr. Dan Kalis and Ms. Gwendolyn Monroe.  The 
attendees were entertained by the school’s chorus and band under the direction of Mr. Ernest 
Echols.  The chapter’s sponsor is Mrs. Linda Huger.  
 
The White House, Capitol, Washington Monument, Arlington National Cemetary, Jefferson 
Memorial, Lincoln Memorial, The Smithsonian…just to name a few exciting stops on the tour for 
the eighth grade students of Campbell Middle School.  These students will depart Daytona 
Beach for Washington, DC on March 16, for the week.  Mr. Scott Bane, the AVID coordinator is 
organizing the trip and is hopeful that the students will have the opportunity to meet and greet 
local politicians serving in Washington, DC.  
 
Campbell Middle celebrates literacy year round with “Inspire to be an ACTIVE Reader.” The 
program features selected sports in each grading period and students participating in Scholastic 
Reading Counts® are awarded prizes.  The winning RC TOUCHDOWN students were 
recognized with prizes presented by the Bethune Cookman Athletic Department and several 

football players.  Many thanks to the Wildcats for their continued support and encouragement in 
the school’s reading and literacy programs.  This activity was coordinated by the Media 
Specialist Maria O’Brien.   
 
Ms. Finley, a science instructor at Campbell Middle, announced that Campbell Nights Alive 
(C.N.A.) is collaborating with NASA to do a STEM challenge using the engineering design 
process to make crew exploration vehicles that may be used to travel to Mars.  Ms. Finley also 
serves as the faculty sponsor for Campbell’s Students Who Admire Greatness (SWAG) Club, as 
well as the S.T.E.M. Afterschool Program which collaborates with the Daytona Chapter of Links, 
Inc.  
 
As part of the Valentine’s celebration, students at Champion Elementary showed their gratitude 

by sending words of friendship and encouragement to local veterans.  Students in all grade 
levels created hand-made Valentines for the veterans.  These Valentines were delivered to the 
Emory Bennett Veterans Nursing Home in Daytona Beach by Dr. Bull, principal, on Valentine’s 
Day.  Dr. Bull reported that the residents were thrilled with receiving the beautiful Valentines.  
 
Students at Champion Elementary surpassed their goal of raising $3500 for Jump Rope For 
Heart.  They raised $3976.21 for this wonderful cause.  The money goes to The American Heart 
Association to help prevent heart disease.  The three students who raised the most money were 
Madyson O’Halloran-Haus, Aiden Bautista and Joshua Garrido.  Teachers also took part in 
raising money for this event with Ms. Taylor and Mrs. Light raising the most.  The students 
celebrated being “Heart Healthy” with many jump rope activities on February 23.  
 
Chisholm Elementary’s Odyssey of the Mind teams competed at the Magic Center Regional 

Odyssey of the Mind Competition at Edgewater High School in February.  The team of 4th and 
5th grade gifted students competed in the long-term problem titled “Silent Movie” and in a 
spontaneous problem.  Out of 11 teams in their group, they finished in third place.  Team 
members were Neo S., Ava G., Elijah H., Zoe M., Olivia B., and Serenity S.  They had great fun 
proudly displaying their medals. Chisholm also took a primary level team of first and second 

graders who competed in a long-term problem titled “Wacky Weather Warning” and in a 
spontaneous problem, as well.  Though the primary division does not work on a point system, 
the group did a fantastic job.  The primary team members were: Annalise Y., Eli G., Keegan O., 
and John G. 
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Chisholm Elementary first grade students celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday and 120 Days of 

School all on the same day!  Ms. Beverly’s and Ms. Bowe’s classes were treated to various 

activities about Dr. Seuss, such as the making of his famous hat for the “Cat and the Hat” and a 
mask for “The Lorax.”  Students Lauren M., Jakiera H. and Marianne in Ms. Beverly’s class 
loved modeling their work.  Students in Ms. Bowe’s class were given tasks for counting from 1 to 

120 using pretzels, popcorn, etc.  What a great time of learning that took place!  
 
Citrus Grove Elementary hosted its 3rd annual Groovin at the Grove 5K and Family Fun Run 
on February 21.  The teachers, students, families and other community members came out and 
helped make this a successful fundraiser for the school.  Citrus Grove thanks its sponsors, 
especially the Gold Level sponsors: Mainstreet Bank, Deland IAFF Local #4347 and Robert 
East.   
 
Citrus Grove Elementary has been participating in the Jump Rope for Heart fundraiser.  The 
students raised well over $2,000 for The American Heart Association.  The fundraiser teaches 
students about the importance of the heart, how it works and how to take care of it, as well as 
the wonderful feeling of making a difference in people’s lives!  Citrus Grove couldn’t be more 
proud of our students. 
 
Coronado Beach Elementary celebrated “Random Acts of Kindness Week” February 9-
13.  Each day students participated in activities geared toward showing kindness to others, 
including collecting pet supply donations for the Southeast Volusia Humane Society.  Furry friends 

need kindness, too!  During “Random Acts of Kindness Week” students collected: 93 lbs. of dry 
dog food, 47.5 lbs. of dry cat food, 35 cans of cat food, 25 cans of dog food, 17 bags/boxes of 
treats, 15 towels, 14 lbs. of  kitty litter, 6 blankets, 4 pet toys, 4 mats, 2 collars, 1 leash and 1 
brush.  Way to go Coronado Pirates! 
 
Coronado Beach Elementary hosted its annual “Artist Trading Card Night.”  Starting in January, 
all students began working on their artist trading cards, which are miniature pieces of artwork; 2-
1/2”X3-1/2” in size. The students then trade the cards that they create with each other. The night 
of the event, PTA served free pizza and drinks to all who attended.  Mr. Hardock, art teacher, 
invited “guest artists” consisting of professional artists, and middle and high school art students. 
Over 30 guest artists attended and traded with students.  Some set up and demonstrated their 
artwork all night.  Each table was filled with supplies and blank cards.  As the evening 
progressed, everyone stopped creating and trading commenced.  Then, everyone went back to 
creating and repeated this process several times.  There was also an “Art Wall of Fame” 
consisting of donated pieces from guest artists that Mr. Hardock gave out as free door prizes to 
the students.  Special thanks to the “TAG” (Teachers Art Group) that donates money every year 
to help buy all the supplies for the event.  Over 70% of Coronado’s students came with their 
family and friends resulting in several hundred attendees that evening. 
 
DeBary Elementary collected $4,282.56 for the Pasta for Pennies- Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society.  All classes that collected over $100 will receive a pizza party and the top class will be 
treated to a luncheon hosted by Olive Garden.  Awesome Job DeBary Eagles! 
 
DeLand High’s Leadership classes, along with the Renaissance Club hosted the 3rd Annual 
Sweetheart Dance on February 13.  This dance was started under the director of DeLand High 

teachers and SGA sponsors, Mendi Camacho and Melissa Lundell, since these teachers 
realized that many multi-VE students do not attend many of the events that other DeLand High 
students participate in.  The main idea behind this dance was to give these students the same 
high school experience as everyone else. SGA and Renaissance Club student members visit 
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the students prior to the dance to develop friendships and prepare them for the dance each 
year.  This sweet tradition is one that DeLand High School is very proud of and will continue for 
many years to come. 
 
DeLand High students partnered up with Aeropostale and DoSomething.org to help local teens 
in need. DeLand students donated over 80 pairs of jeans to homeless teens in the 
area.  Student leaders started spreading the word about this drive and within weeks they 
received a very positive response from the school at large. But why are jeans so important?  It is 
estimated that over a million young people experience homelessness in the United States every 
year.  One item that they often request is a pair of jeans.  This resonated with many students 
and they decided to bring their gently used jeans to help others.    
 
The Florida State Fair has come to a close and the DeLand High agriculture department is 
happy to say we went out with a bang!  A total of 11 swine showman, 3 heifer showman and 8 
sheep showman made their way to Tampa.  Along with raising and exhibiting animals, these 
exhibitors had to compete in a skilathon test, a record book test, given speeches on this year’s 
topic – nutrition, and compete in a showmanship competition.  Each component is worth points 
and exhibitors across the state compete for the title of “Champion of Champions” in each 
species; the top four in each species with the highest point total are named the champions. 
 
Three Deltona High students have been selected to play in the Volusia/Flagler High School 
Jazz Band.  This is a huge accomplishment for these students, considering this is only a group 
of 25 students and we have many stellar jazz programs in the area.  Congratulations to Ryan 
Wagner, Carlos Huertas and Joey Dies.   
 
Congratulations to Deltona High JROTC Drill and Color Guard teams for capturing first place wins 

in the state of Florida area IV drill competition.  The Wolf drill team bought home 9 first place 
trophies.  
 
The Deltona Middle Brain Bowl team under the leadership of Ms. Douglas, 8th grade assistant 
principal, earned second place in the 2015–2016 National Council of Negro Women, Inc., Brain 
Bowl Competition.  The school is extremely proud of the dedication and diligence of the Brain 
Bowl team.  
 
Deltona Middle hosted a Career Fair for 7th and 8th grade students, in the media center.  Local 
companies, colleges and universities participated in the event.  Students gleaned career 
information pertaining to the educational requirements, necessary skills, salary and career perks 
relevant to specific career fields.  Students also learned about college/university majors and 
admission requirements.  This was an exciting and delightful event for students.  Career fair 
participants made the event a huge success. 
 
Edgewater Public sponsored an evening of technology for 112 parents and students.  Starting 

with pizza and an overview of the school’s STEM and Robotics focus, students went to 
classrooms and utilized iPads for instructional games or programming applications such as 
Hopscotch.  Parents had their choice of three trainings- Tech101 to access student information 

and navigate school and district sites; Tech201 providing curriculum support and resources; and 
Tech301 demonstrating the Office 365 cloud feature available to every student kindergarten 
through grade 12. 
 
Edgewater Public’s PTA hosted the annual Bobcat Carnival.  The mayor of Edgewater, Mike 
Ignasiak, was spotted making cotton candy and the Police Chief, David Arcieri, was grilling 
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delicious hamburgers and hotdogs with the CAPS (Community and Alumni Providing 
Scholarships) members who donated $560 worth of products.  A new tradition, a goat kissing 

booth, was very popular for students to vote for teachers and administrators to kiss the 
goat.  The Edgewater Fire Department brought a fire truck for children to explore.  The New 
Smyrna Beach High School Yo-Yo club performed and drama students dressed as pirates and 
princesses.  It was truly a community carnival! 

 
Freedom Elementary students viewed and participated in The Miracle of Science 
Assembly.  Students watched the live science show during the school day with their 
classes.  They also had an opportunity to come back that evening with their parents for a new 
show and were able to purchase science experiment kits afterward.  Also, the school’s Robotics 

club met on February 12 with Mrs. Deibler, a 4th grade teacher.  This is an after school club that 

uses Legos to create their own robots.  The students use computer software to create an 
interactive playing field for the robots. The students are always building up something special at 
Freedom Elementary.   
 
Holly Hill School held its monthly Family Literacy Night in the media center.  February’s theme 
was Math Games which allowed families to explore math together in fun ways.  

 
Holly Hill School recently held its annual Black History Celebration.  The exciting event was 
planned by Ms. Rayam and Mrs. Johnson, kindergarten teachers.  It was a very festive event 
with performances by the Highsteppers, pep squad and band, led by Mr. Clowers.  Also, performing 

were Bethune Cookman University’s concert chorale, members of the Alpha Phi Beta and 
Jarred Armstrong.  
 
Sixteen Holly Hill School students were inducted into the National Junior Honor Society. Advisor, 

Renita Jackson, and her committee worked very hard to make this a special event for the 
students and their families.  Principal Tami Fisher and assistant principals, Steffan Mallory, Jeff 
Levine and Mike Micallef, were all there to present the students with a certificate, pin and 
membership card.  
 
Cooper F., a fifth-grade student at Horizon Elementary, was named the winner of the Volusia 
County School Spelling Bee on February 12.  Cooper outlasted students in grades four through 
eight, representing 42 different schools.  The 13 rounds ended when Cooper correctly spelled 

spinet, a small piano.  Cooper said he was “nervous, but excited,” and ready to redeem his loss 
last year when he represented Horizon as a fourth-grader.  He will happily forgo a family trip 
over spring break to compete in the Orlando Sentinel District Bee on March 25.  The winner of 
that competition will have the opportunity to compete in the national Spelling Bee in 
Washington, DC in May. 
 
Horizon Elementary music teacher, Lena Ellis, makes every effort to expose her students to 
rich musical experiences.  On February 24th, third- and fifth-grade students were treated to a 
musical program presented by four Bethune-Cookman University students.  Singers Ashley 
Knowles, Devon Hagans, Brandi Neal, and saxophonist Elisha Jones, performed various 
musical selections correlated with Black History Month.  The students were accompanied by 
Assistant Professor of Piano, Dr. Rose Grace, who founded the Music Outreach Program in 
2009 as a way for music majors to share their talents and experiences with young students in 
Volusia County.   
 
Miss Inge’s class at R.J. Longstreet Elementary is so excited to share that their Donor’s 
Choose Project has been funded.  The first grade class was able to raise half of the required 
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funds for the project, and Donor’s Choose matched those earnings.  Students are now using the 

new resources to enhance their education by searching for facts and ideas on the iPads, 
practicing phonics and high frequency words through excellent apps, and enjoying the new 
math manipulative sets that Florida State Standards mathematics practices.  The students will 
benefit greatly from these new materials and resources.  The school cannot wait to see the 
gains they make toward their goals. 
 
More than 100 parents and students spent a full evening learning how to access school 
technology, and about the Close Reading and Response to Literacy curriculum. “Plug In” to R.J. 
Longstreet Elementary was a collaborative event involving the PTA and business partners 
who made it possible for dinner to be provided and door prizes awarded.  Parents rotated to 

three different sessions, where teachers and staff provided instruction and answered questions 
about educational applications and the reading and literacy curriculum.  At its conclusion, 
participants returned to the cafeteria where they received gift bags from business partner, 
Publix, and vied for door prizes from other business partners.  One lucky person won a Kindle 
Fire.  
 
R.J. Longstreet Elementary dads (and grandfathers and uncles) got up early recently to attend 
a meeting of Cardinal Dads, a new program designed to involve dads and father figures in school 
activities.  Assistant Principal Kitty Thompson welcomed the dads to the media center and 
briefed them on a variety of volunteer and mentoring opportunities awaiting them. Dads were 
given volunteer application forms for those not already registered and were encouraged to find a 
volunteer opportunity that suited their interests and their schedules  
 
Third-graders at R.J. Longstreet Elementary got a treat when Longstreet parent, Ralph Dain, 

from the Golf Course Superintendent’s Association of America (GCSAA), spoke to them about 
taking care of plants on a golf course.  The dedicated volunteer, who is a familiar face around 
school, also spoke to the third graders about his interesting career taking care of golf 
courses.  Part of his lesson included a review of the courses he took in college that are similar 
to third grade subjects, including math and science.  All third graders participated in the special 
presentation, which included Mr. Dain asking students some questions, such as “What is the 
whole game of golf played on?”  Answer: plants. And “What is the process called that makes 
food for the plant?” Answer: photosynthesis. 
 
The multi-VE class at New Smyrna Beach High has been learning about our military 
troops.  This month the focus has been on collecting items and writing letters to our troops to 
allow the students to personally mail out the care packages.  An overwhelming amount of support 

was been received from fellow peers and teachers.  Over seven larges boxes were collected, as 
well as cash donations!  The students took the boxes to the post office and sent the care 
packages to Operation Gratitude where they will give the items to new recruits, veterans, first 
responders, wounded warriors, and caregivers to individually named U.S. service members 
deployed overseas. 
 
New Smyrna Beach Middle recently hosted its annual Career Extravaganza.  Eighth grade 
students were treated to a day filled with exciting information about career opportunities.  Over 
20 community members came to the school to speak to the students about their careers.  The 
day began with opening ceremonies in the gym. Mr. Adam Barringer, former mayor of New 
Smyrna Beach, was the keynote speaker.  Students then rotated to different classrooms to 
listen to speakers from a plethora of career backgrounds.  The day concluded when students, 
administrators and teachers from New Smyrna Beach High came to talk to the students about 
career academies, electives and other pertinent information.  
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Under the direction of Trisha Kudzol and Amanda Muessig, the New Smyrna Middle Stingray 
Stingers dance team competed at nationals in Orlando’s Wide World of Sports.  They won first 
place in the High Kick and second place in Props. 
 
Ms. Thomas and her New Smyrna Beach Middle Brain Bowl team recently competed at the 
Brain Bowl competition hosted by Daytona State College.  They won first place in the middle 
school division. 
 
Orange City Elementary hosted “A Heart Healthy Night.”  Over 150 students and parents and 20 
faculty and staff members participated in pig heart dissections and CPR practice with the 
Orange City Fire Department.  Additionally, families built a model of the circulatory system and 
painted ceramic hearts together.  The PE coaches hosted a game show, “Are You Fitter than a 5th 

Grader?,” which highlighted the state’s new fitness standards.  Orange City Elementary’s own 
Professor Know it All paid the students a very entertaining visit.  The Orange City Police 
Explorers provided helping hands for the evening as well.  Topping off the evening was a gift 
card drawing by the PTA and heart healthy snacks.  This event was funded by Heart of Volusia, 
Inc. through a Future’s grant written by art teacher, Kristen Tatum. 
 
Ormond Beach Elementary is proud to announce that kindergarten teacher, Candance Jordan, 

was selected as the March Teacher of the Month.  Ms. Jordan has been with the school for two 
years and with the district for nine years.  The school is honored to have Ms. Jordan as Teacher 
of the Month and appreciate her hard work and dedication to her students.  
 
Hershey’s Night was a popular and fun event for Ormond Beach Elementary.  Families met at 
Hershey’s Ice Cream Shoppe in Ormond Beach and enjoyed a tasty treat and great 

company.  Students were delighted to see celebrity scoopers, Ms. Badraoui and Mr. Ratcliff, 3rd 
grade teachers, behind the counter.  Proceeds from the evening will benefit the third grade 

classes to help pay expenses for an upcoming field trip. 
 
March 2 kicked off Read Across America.  This NEA sponsored day honors Dr. Seuss and his 
contributions to literacy.  At Ormond Beach Elementary, his whimsical presence was felt 
across campus.  Students were creating hats, writing Seuss-like stories, eating green eggs and ham, 

making oobleck, and so much more.  Later in the week, guest readers visited all of the 
classrooms to share their love of reading with our students.  
 
In an effort to deter the dreaded “Am I in trouble?” question when students are called to the 
office, Ms. Whittley, assistant principal for Ortona Elementary implemented the Delightful 

Dolphin Referral.  This is a positive referral given to students for going above and beyond in their 

academic efforts, behaviors and citizenship.  It also highlights improvements in these areas 
demonstrated by students to motivate continued effort.  When students are sent to the office on 
a Delightful Dolphin Referral, Ms. Whittley or the school principal, Dr. Haynes, congratulates the 
students on their accomplishment and explains why their efforts are important and 

appreciated.  The students choose a prize from the treasure box and have their picture taken 
with their referral, which is displayed in the main office.  An email is sent out congratulating the 
students and their teachers by identifying what earned the positive referral and the email is read 
on the morning news. 
 
The dolphins at Ortona Elementary are swimming swiftly toward achieving academic 
excellence.  Kindergarten students in Mrs. Marshall’s room built snowmen by completing 
subtraction equations.  First grade students in Mrs. Shaw’s room developed a wonderful thinking 
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map about owls which led to the creation of an awesome interactive writing paragraph.  Second 
grade students in Mrs. Stice’s class are showing great participation in an engaging questioning 

and discussion dialogue incorporating higher order thought processes.  Third grade students in 
Mrs. Kasianowicz’s class are implementing technology daily during math centers for remediation 
and enrichment.  Fourth grade students in Ms. Hererra’s class are completing science 
experiments independently under her ever watchful eye.  Fifth grade teacher, Mrs. Airgood, 
consistently collaborates with other colleagues to offer and elicit ideas for differentiated centers 
to meet the needs of all learners.  Keep swimming dolphins! 
 
As part of Celebrate Literacy Week, students at Ortona Elementary communicated with 
authors via Google Hang Outs.  Teachers at each grade level completed a read aloud with their 
respective classes of a book from the grade level’s assigned author.  Each grade level then 
participated in a cyber-chat with their assigned author.  The students were able to ask enriching 

questions about the author’s purpose, main idea and theme, and compare the author’s answer 
to the conclusions they had drawn while reading the text.  The authors not only shared 
information about their books, but also about the states they live in.  Several authors adjusted 
the positioning of their monitors to allow the children to see their pets and even the snow 
covered ground outside their homes. 
 
Osceola Elementary recently held its annual Jump Rope for Heart event and is proud to 
announce the total school donation was $1,745.  The event was held to raise awareness about 

heart healthy living.  By raising funds, students helped support scientific research and 
education, and had a lot of fun, too!  

 
Osceola Elementary’s Science Club meets every Friday after school and is open to all 5th 

graders.  Science Club kicked off its first meeting with a Gingerbread House challenge. 
 
As part of Black History month displays and activities, Osceola Elementary recognized 

contributions to science, technology, engineering and math (STEM).  To support reading across 
the curriculum, the school’s showcase was the African-American Read-In, part of a national 
event, which featured 32 guest readers from Bethune-Cookman University and throughout the 

community.  
 
Osceola Elementary celebrated students taking the Florida Standards Assessment in writing 
with a pep rally in the cafeteria.  With lots of music, all fourth and fifth grade students enjoyed treats 

and encouragement from administration, teachers and staff.  As fourth and fifth graders returned 
to class, the entire school lined the hallways to show their support. Osceola Rocks!  

 
Charnese Williams, Pine Ridge High senior and leader in the AVID program, has been 
awarded the Faculty Scholarship to Stetson University.  The amount awarded is $25,000 per 
year for four years, for a grand total of $100,000.  Reinaldo Garcia, senior, has been awarded 
been awarded $14,000 a year in scholarships to attend St. Johns University in New York 
City.  Congratulations Charnese and Reinaldo!  
  
Pine Ridge High had another successful campus clean up in February.  Over 50 volunteers 
from the community and school showed up to help keep the school campus in top-notch 
shape.  Weeding, mulching, pressure washing and more took place.  Special thanks go out to 
Mr. Steve Osteen, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, the flag football and baseball 
teams, and other students, faculty and staff.   
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Christopher Johnson and Joshua Hoff, both seniors at Pine Ridge High, were recently honored 
for their exemplary volunteer service with a President’s Volunteer Service Award.   This award 
recognizes Americans of all ages who have volunteered significant amounts of their time to 
serve their communities and their country.  It was granted by The Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards program on behalf of President Barack Obama.  The program, which is sponsored by 
Prudential Financial in partnership with The National Association of Secondary School 
Principals, recognizes middle level and high school students from across America for 
outstanding volunteer service.  
 
Joxaynn Mercado, a 10th grade at Pine Ridge High will attend the Congress of Future Science 
and Technology Leaders in Boston, MA in June.  The Congress is an honors-only program for 
high school students who are passionate about science, technology, engineering or 
mathematics (STEM).  The purpose of this event is to honor, inspire, motivate and direct the top 
students in the country who aspire to be scientists and technologists, to stay true to their dream 
and, after the event, to provide a path, plan and resources to help them reach their goal. 
 
Joel Aguiar, Lindsey Darrow and Julian Navarro, engineering club members, represented Pine 
Ridge High and Volusia County at the annual UCF SECME (Science, Engineering, Computer, 
Mathematical Education) Regional Competition.  These three students did an outstanding job 
and Lindsey brought home a third place finish in the poster category.  The engineering club is 
sponsored by Mr. Chris Taylor.  
 
River Springs Middle was honored to host Mayor Laputka of Orange City and Mayor Johnson 
of DeBary.  The mayors met with 7th grade civics students to discuss items such as how they 
were elected, issues they face, how the cities are run and things they can and cannot do in their 
elected positions.  
 
On March 18, River Springs Middle will host Detective Sherif El-Shami from the Orange City 
Police Department for a presentation on internet safety.  Detective El-Shami will cover Florida 
laws relating specifically to bullying, cyberbullying and sexting.  He will demonstrate how 
commonly used websites and phone apps give children access to sexual offenders and criminal 
activity.  Detective El-Shami will also discuss ways to can safeguard children from those 
potentially dangerous situations.  This presentation is a must see for anyone with children on 
the internet.   
 
Seabreeze High is pleased announce that the Elks National Foundation Most Valuable Student 
applications of Marlena Pigliacampi and Joey Peluso have advanced through the state of 
Florida's judging process and will now advance to final judging at the national level.  Should 
either or both of these students be national winners, at a minimum, they will receive a $4,000 
scholarship ($1,000 per year for four years).   
 
The Seabreeze High culinary competition team placed fifth out of 50 competing schools in the 

ProStart State Competition.  A special congratulations goes out to Julianna Martorella, Sydney 
Baker and Tony Scrofano who took first place in the Waiter’s Relay Competition.  The 
management team, consisting of Megan Moore, Olivia Squires, and Kenny Schierlinger, did a 
great job building a restaurant concept and presenting it to a panel of judges.  The culinary 
competition team, consisting of Joanna Mazzullo, Lexi Zemball, CJ Partington and Hayley 
Urquhart created three beautiful dishes for a panel of judges to critique based on taste and 
presentation. 
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Seabreeze High’s Special Olympics Project Unify basketball team competed in the state 

competition in February. It was the first time the Special Olympics partnered with the FHSAA 
State Basketball Competition. Unified Sports combines students with and without intellectual 
disabilities on sports teams to increase inclusion in the community, break down barriers, and 
build new friendships. Seabreeze’s team came home with a fourth place trophy and a lifetime of 
memories from this amazing event. Currently, students are practicing bocce ball in preparation 
for the Volusia County Special Olympics Summer Games on March 14 at Spruce Creek High 
School.  
 
South Daytona Elementary kindergarten students celebrated the 100th day of school.  Mrs. 
Giroux’ class celebrated Dr. Seuss’ birthday by dressing up and reading “Green Eggs and Ham.” 

Mrs. Giroux was Thing 1 from “The Cat in the Hat.” 
 
Andy Bowen, volunteer at Southwestern Middle, was named Outstanding School Volunteer in 
the senior category for Volusia County Schools.  Mr. Andy Bowen has been volunteering at 
Southwestern Middle School for many years.  Because of his dedication and love for science, 
engineering, math and aviation, Fly Southwestern Model Airplane Club provides the students 
the opportunity to learn about science and aeronautics, and promotes a shared enjoyment of 
model aviation as a recreation activity and building and flying radio control aircraft.  Mr. Bowen 
and club members, boys and girls alike, meet every Monday after school in Mrs. Taylor’s 
science lab to build model airplanes and work on flight simulations.  Once a month, students 
and parents meet at the Deland Airport where they are treated to a delicious hot breakfast 
before moving on to their flying sessions out on the field.  All of the materials and kits are 
donated to the students by the local pilot club members, thanks to Mr. Bowen. 
 
Southwestern Middle became home to superheroes at the Superhero Family Literacy Night held in 

February.  Families joined students and faculty members for a Superpower Spaghetti Supper 
and then participated in various Superhero-themed literacy activities and displays celebrating literacy 

across the subjects.  Some of the activities included creating Toroidal Vortice Smoke Rings with 
science teacher, Adam Hayden, and trying out for becoming Superheroes or Sidekicks with 
Coaches Applegarth and Litwinic.  Even Principal Oatis and posed as Superman in the 
Superhero photo booth. Celebrate literacy wherever you go!  We READ!  What’s your 
superpower? 
 
The Special Olympics Project UNIFY recognized Spruce Creek Elementary for their inclusion 
assembly and taking part in the R-Word Campaign – Spread the Word to End the Word.  Their 
event not only impacted athletes and partners but the entire student body.   
 
Pediatric dentist, Dr. Barnes, came to Spruce Creek Elementary, to teach kindergarten 
students the importance of good oral hygiene.  He actively engaged the students with exciting 
magic tricks and asked the students questions about good dental hygiene practices.  Barnes 
and McDowell Pediatric dentistry generously donated toothbrushes and toothpaste for each 
student.  Drs. Barnes and McDonnell are known for their dedication to children and work hard to 
ensure students have the knowledge they need to care for their teeth at an early age.   
 
Starke Elementary celebrated Black History Month with an array of activities during the month of 
February.  Teachers and students decorated their classroom doors about local, state and 
national figures related to black history.  Students also participated in a school-wide essay and 
coloring contest about famous African-Americans and their contributions to society.  Students, 
families and staff alike also turned out for a night of celebration of the arts and dance including 
living biographies, musical performances and performances by Starke’s 3-D dance team.  
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Happy birthday, Dr. Seuss! Starke Elementary was transformed into Seussville when students, 
staff and teachers joined together in celebrating Dr. Seuss’s birthday in March.  Community 
volunteers from the DeLand Family Bookshop, Boys and Girls Club, and the Beacon served as 
celebrity readers in classrooms throughout campus, reading aloud a Dr. Seuss book to 
students.  Students participated in Dr. Seuss trivia each day during Seuss Week as a fun way to 

learn about Dr. Seuss’ children’s books.  Teachers and students decorated their classroom 
doors or created a class poster representative of one of Dr. Seuss’ children’s books such as “The 

Lorax and The Sneetches.”  Students voted on their favorite doors.  Seuss week ended with a 
Dr. Seuss dress up day to show how much everyone enjoys reading Dr. Seuss! 
 
In recognition of the National Education Association’s Read Across America Day, the Orlando 

Predators arena football players, coach, and manager, took time away from the field to visit the 
students at Sunrise Elementary.  Rob Keefe, head coach; Randy Hippeard, quarterback; Michael 

DiJulio, general manager of football operations; and Justin Hilton, wide receiver, were all in 
attendance as the group visited each classroom and read to students the classic Dr. Seuss book, 

“Oh, the Places You’ll Go.”  “It was such an honor to go to Sunrise Elementary and take part in 
this great event,” said Head Coach Rob Keefe. “Not only is it our civic duty to give back to the 
community, but we also want to inspire.  We had so much fun interacting with the kids.  Any day 
that we have a chance to help motivate youth is an awesome day.  The message in today’s 
book focused on how to overcome obstacles and how one must continue to forge ahead, no 
matter the circumstance.  It was a great message for a great event.” 
 
Mrs. Galloso’s and Miss Kiel’s fourth grade students have been participating in the Florida Fresh 
Harvest of the Month program at Sweetwater Elementary.  This program is sponsored by the 
Florida Department of Agriculture.  Florida’s Farm to School Harvest of the Month (HOM) is an 

educational program that highlights a different Florida-grown product each month.  HOM 
cultivates a healthy food and farm connection by increasing students' exposure to seasonal 
foods while also supporting local farmers.  The teachers have been incorporating this program 
into their curriculum in the area of reading, math, science and writing.  The students have 
enjoyed their projects immensely and were very excited to have the representatives from the 
Department of Agriculture come and visit and see their activities!  The students welcomed 
Lindsey Grubbs, Florida State Lead, Farm to School Coordinator, and her colleagues, Kristi 
Hatakka, Sherri Atwell and Beth Spratt, Florida Department of Agriculture, Division of Food, 
Nutrition and Wellness. 
 
Students in the extended day program at Timbercrest Elementary have been exploring all the 
places you can go while reading.  Each week was a new adventure with different books and 
activities for the kids to take part in.  The activities culminated with a celebration of Dr. Seuss’ 

birthday. 
 
All students practiced jump rope skills during with P.E. teacher, Coach Morris, getting ready for the 
annual “Jump Rope for Heart” event.  This fun activity also served as a fundraiser for the 
American Heart Association to help continue research and heart education.  Turie T. Small 
Elementary students were excited about this community service outreach that also promoted 
healthier lifestyles. 

 
Turie T. Small Elementary and the Volusia County Public Library outreach program hosted a 

family science night called “Fizz, Boom Read!”  Public library representatives demonstrated 
experiments with common kitchen items, solutions and supplies.  Students and their families 
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explored bubbles, experienced dry ice, soda geysers, color explosions, seltzer rockets, volcanoes and 
created oobleck.  Families also learned about public library services and the FACT Fair.  

 
Students at Turie T. Small Elementary joined the millions of students nationwide in celebrating 

reading and Dr. Seuss’s birthday on Read Across America Day. Students learned biographical 
information about Dr. Seuss, took reading pledges, donned striped hats and reading bracelets and 
were motivated to read.  Business partners, Entemanns and Target, donated snacks for every 
student to enjoy.  Target also delivered special bags filled with Seussical fun and sent volunteer 
readers to add to the festivities.  Students realized: “The more that you read, the more things 

you will know. The more that you learn, the more place you’ll go.” – “I Can Read with My Eyes 
Shut!”  
 

Check Out ITV Launchpad 
 

Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad – Harlem Globetrotter Visits 

Heritage Middle. 

                                               
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

 
Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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