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Be There 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Help your child succeed in school by following his/her progress and communicating with the 
teachers. 

 

Tomoka Regional Engineering and Science Fair Results 
 

The 48th Annual Tomoka Regional Engineering and Science Fair was recently held at Spruce 
Creek High.  Over 200 students from Volusia County and Flagler counties participated (see 
winners by category).  Planning for this event starts in August and it takes a Village to run: starting 

with amazing teachers who work with students on project ideas and paperwork, parents who 
support their students in multiple ways and principals who support school-based science fair 
nights and competitions. Over 100 community volunteers participated on this very special day, 
who gave their time and donated special awards.  Thank you to district volunteers:  Louise 
Chapman, safety and display coordinator; Amy Monahan, category judges coordinator; Sonia 
Larrabee, special awards coordinator; Dr. Amy Hall for judging; Jeremy Blinn for his video 
productions; and Felecia Martinez for her assistance in preparing for this event.  

 

Middle School Science Labs Highlighted in National Magazine 
 

The February/March 2015 issue of The PITSCO Network magazine highlights Volusia County 
Schools’ middle school STEM labs as the feature story (page 14).  This is the result of PITSCO’s 

visit to schools in December.  While the team could only visit a few middle schools during their 
time in district, it’s important to note the good work being recognized in these four labs is really 
happening in each of the STEM labs all across Volusia.   
 

Indian River Elementary Teacher/Volunteer Team Win District Award 
 

Brent Robitzsch and April Michalowski won the Volusia County Schools 2015 Teacher/Volunteer 

Team Award for their work on creating and coordinating the Walking School Bus program at 
Indian River Elementary.  The Walking School bus program allows students to walk to school on 
a safe route with adult supervision.  Coach Brent Robitzsch has dedicated over 15 years to the 
school and its physical education program.  He prides himself on mentoring and instructing the 
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children with a healthy and positive physical fitness program and strong manatee pride.  For 
many years Indian River Elementary struggled with crowded parent drop-off and pick-up lines 
with limited solutions.  So, when Tim Pelkhe, the volunteer coordinator of the “Walking School 
Bus,” from the University of Central Florida approached Coach Robitzsch to implement a 
“Walking School Bus Program,” he jumped at the opportunity.  Coach Robitzsch knew right 
away that this program would require a number of dedicated volunteers to help make this a 
successful program in the school.  In early November 2013, Indian River held their first training 
session for enthusiastic volunteers to help facilitate the Walking School Bus.  During that 
meeting, April Michalowski took the lead and volunteered herself as coordinator and parent 
liaison to help initiate the beginning of the Walking School Bus Program.  Their team effort has 
made it possible for several students to walk to school in a safely monitored environment along 
with friends and volunteers.  This weekly, fun event has encouraged a number of new, and 
inspired a few of the old, to begin a healthy regiment of walking and biking to school each 
day.  Thank you to Brent and April for their hard work and dedication and giving Indian River 
Elementary a positive and healthy alternative to getting to school. 
 
Exemplary Volunteers Recognized and State Winner Announced 
 
During the 2013-2014 school year, the Volunteers in Public Schools program provided 846,350 
hours of service at a value of over $17.5 million (www.independentsector.org).  The school district 

recognized this remarkable contribution during their annual VIPS Recognition Day held at 
University High School on February 12 and the following Outstanding School Volunteer awards 
were announced. 
 
Andy Bowen, volunteer at Southwestern Middle School, Deland was named Outstanding School 
Volunteer in the senior category.  Mr. Andy Bowen has been volunteering at Southwestern 
Middle School for many years.  Because of his dedication and love for science, engineering, 
math, and aviation, Fly Southwestern Model Airplane Club provides the students the opportunity 
to learn about science, aeronautics, and promotes a shared enjoyment of model aviation as a 
recreation activity and building and flying radio control aircraft.  Mr. Bowen and club members, 
boys and girls alike, meet every Monday after school in Mrs. Taylor’s science lab to build model 
airplanes and work on flight simulations.  Once a month, students and parents meet at the 
Deland Airport where they are treated to a delicious hot breakfast before moving on to their 
flying sessions out on the field.  All of the materials and kits are donated to the students by the 
local pilot club members, thanks to Mr. Bowen.  Mr. Bowen is acknowledged by administrators 
for his welcome attitude and interest in not some, but all students.   
 
Sarah Gourley, volunteer at George Marks Elementary since 2004, was named the Outstanding 

School Volunteer in the adult category.  She is an energetic young woman that can be found 
trotting down the sidewalks of George Marks Elementary with a bag filled with empty aluminum 
cans, on her way to the recycling center, and has been an intricate part of a recycling program 
the students and their families developed with Linda Ryland.  Ms. Gourley has been a fixture of 
Mrs. Cogan’s Kindergarten class since 2006; she not only helps the students but also helps the 
teachers and parents alike.  Ms. Gourley possesses outstanding qualities and some of these 
are volunteering at in and after school events; volunteering in Extended Day where she assists 
students with homework and creates learning activities; reading with students; working with 
small groups of students during tests; center facilitator; and generating new center activities 
which have revamped established ideas and putting her own spin on these activities.  Ms. 
Gourley has also been a volunteer mentor for the students and shows compassion and grace in 
everything she does.   
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Marilu Duque received the Outstanding School Volunteer award in the youth category.  She is an 

extraordinary young woman with a big heart and plans to pursue a career in a STEM field after 
college.  Her contributions to Deltona High School are extensive.  As the President of the 
National English Honorary Society, Marilu was instrumental in creating literature posters which 
can be found around campus during Literacy Awareness Week.  One of Marilu’s favorite 
activities is tutoring students in geometry.  Another way Marilu assisted Deltona High School 
was through her dedication to Key Club, which created several gardening projects, and by 
assisting the yearbook staff.  Ms. Duque is also a computer wizard and, through her 
participation in the Eco Club, helped create eco-friendly cartons for football games to raise 
school spirit!  Ms. Duque’s passion for STEM careers inspired her to develop her own Computer 
Programming summer camp for underprivileged middle school girls in Central Florida and 
others in the community.  Marilu Duque is committed to make this world a better place.  Marilu is 
a positive role model for young women and will continue to impact many more individuals, and 
society, for years to come.  
 
At the conclusion of the event, Marilu Duque was presented with the 2015 Florida Outstanding 
School Volunteer Award from the Florida Department of Education.  She is one of only six youth 
volunteers throughout Florida to receive this honor from Commissioner of Education Pam 
Stewart. 
 
Also honored at the event were: 

 Coach Brent Robitzsch and volunteer April Michalowski from Indian River 
Elementary School with the Outstanding Teacher/Volunteer Team Award 

 Atlantic High School and Westside Elementary received the Parent Involvement 
Awards for programs that increase parent participation. 

 
For information on volunteering with Volusia County Schools, contact Annette Hood, facilitator 
for volunteer/partnership programs, at (386) 734-7190, 255-6475 or 427-5223, extension 38381 
or the individual volunteer coordinator at a public school. 
 

Fair Scheduled in Holly Hill to Support Families 
 

The third of four regional FACT (Families and Community Together) Fairs sponsored by the 
Title I office of Volusia County Schools will be held from 5:30 p.m. – 7 p.m. on Thursday, March 
5, in the gymnasium at Holly Hill School, 1500 Center Ave.  The fair is designed to support the 
needs of Title I families and encourage parents to become more involved in their child’s 
education.  While the fair is designed with Title I schools in mind, families from all schools in the 
area are welcome to attend.   
 
Volusia County Schools and community organizations are working together to provide parents 
with information about free resources available to families, including support for health 
concerns, affordable housing, public safety, voluntary pre-kindergarten and secondary 
education opportunities.      
 
Free books and food will be available.  Information about elementary reading, writing, science 
and math will be provided.  Parents may also learn about transitioning to middle school, tutoring 
services, Title I programs, exceptional student education services, mentoring opportunities, 
graduation requirements and technology in the schools.  The University of Florida Family 
Nutrition Program will host a “Cooking Matters” demonstration in the cafeteria, focusing on 
helping families stretch their food budgets and cook healthy meals at home. 
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A free parent workshop, “Light Up with Literacy: Foundational Skills for Reading,” will be 
presented by Cindy Crandall and Kara Crandall, teachers from Read-Pattillo and Chisholm 
elementary schools.  This fun and interactive workshop is designed for parents who would like 
to help their child with early reading skills.  The workshop begins at 6:15 p.m.  Free childcare is 
available for families who attend this 30-minute workshop. 
 
Student entertainment will be provided in the auditorium by the Ormond Beach Elementary 
Chimers, Holly Hill School Pep Squad, Holly Hill School Jazz Band, Holly Hill School High 
Steppers and Voluntary Pre-kindergarten students from Palm Terrace, Turie T. Small and 
Westside elementary schools.    The final FACT fair for the current school year will be held at 
Deltona Middle on April 9. 
 

ArtHaus Presents Advanced Placement Studio Art Exhibit 
 

An exhibit featuring selected artworks from students participating in Advanced Placement art 
courses and a digital display of student works from honors art classes is now open at the 
ArtHaus, 3840 Ridgewood Avenue, Port Orange.  The exhibit will continue through Friday, 
February 27. 
 

News of Note 
Submitted by each school’s Key Communicator 

 
 

The hundredth day of school brought out some unusual students:  100-year-old first 

graders.  Champion Elementary celebrated these centenarians style making necklaces with a 

hundred pieces of cereal, sticker decorated hats, stacking a hundred cups, and more wonderful 
activities.  
 
As part of the Florida Music Educators Association Conference in Tampa, Emily Kris Light, 
Champion Elementary music teacher, received a Music Education Service Award for her 27 
years of service to the students of Florida through music education.  In addition to the invitation 
only awards breakfast, Kris was recognized via a PowerPoint presentation in front of the entire 
FMEA membership at the general session that immediately followed the breakfast.  
 
A storybook parade was among the many reading activities during Celebrate Literacy Week at 
Chisholm Elementary.  Students in kindergarten through grade 2 dressed as book characters 
parading around the campus, followed by students in grades 3-5.  Even teachers joined in the 
fun.  Students enjoyed other activities such as storyboard displays in the media center, guest 
readers each day on the morning news (even New Smyrna Beach Mayor Jim Hathaway), and 
public services announcements created by classmates to promote reading.  The entire week 
was focused on reading and books! 
 
Congratulations to Chisholm Elementary Spelling Bee winner, Faith D.  Faith is a fourth grade 

student in Mrs. Dill’s class.  The runner-up was Thea G., a fifth grader in Mrs. McDonald’s 
class.  Both attended the Volusia County Spelling Bee.  Thank you to Mrs. Goodknecht for 
sponsoring this event. 
 
Coronado Beach Elementary held its annual science night last month.  It was an evening of 
inquiry, discovery and getting messy.  Students donned white lab coats and protective goggles 

and rotated through several science stations. Over 130 people attended the event. 
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Eleven 4th and 5th grade students at Coronado Beach Elementary recently recorded the 
Pledge of Allegiance to be aired on 93.1 Coast Country.  Radio celebrity King Bird was present 
at the recording.  All of the recordings from the school were played the weeks of January 26-30, 

February 2-6, and February 9-13 just after the 7 a.m. news.  The kids had a blast and were 
honored to represent the school. 
 
Congratulations to Creekside Middle Cougar, David Griffin, for being promoted to Eagle 
Scout.  The event was held at the Daytona Beach Police Department in the presence of many 
honorable boy scouts, scout leaders, family and friends.  This prestigious award is recognized 
as the highest honor bestowed in the Boy Scouts of America   
 
The Creekside Middle First Lego League Robotics (FLL) team traveled to the University of 
North Florida in Jacksonville to compete in the FLL Northeast Regionals.  The hard work and 
dedication of the group paid off with the team posting the highest table score throughout the day 
(487 points) to take home the 1st place Robot Performance trophy and the overall 2nd place 
Champion trophy.  Two of the eight member team, Trevor Settembre and Megan Silvey, both 
7th graders, are veterans of last year’s Florida Championship team.  Congratulations to team 
members and their coaches Dr. Lisa Meeks and Mr. David Van Slyke. 
Congratulations to the Creekside Middle Cougar Show Choir for receiving a grand total of 39 
superior medals, six excellent ratings, and an overall superior rating at State Solo & Ensemble 
Festival for their 2014-2015 “Frozen" themed show.   
 
Creekside Middle celebrated Literacy Week with amazing activities.  Faculty, staff and students 
participated and played an active role in several events: Dress Up in Words-unique hats, shirts 
and outfits designed to demonstrate the meaning of words; Door Decorating- teachers got very 
creative with their doors and put in a lot of effort to help celebrate Literacy Week; Favorite 
Children's Story Day - students loved listening to their teachers, as they read a favorite story 
from when they were younger.  Some classes had guest readers ranging from language arts 
teachers to guidance counselors and administrators   
 
Congratulations to the Deltona High Winterguard on their 2nd place finish at the Florida 
Federation of Colorguards Circuit at University High School.   
 
DeLand High teacher Chris Dowdell was presented with a brand new Mitsubishi Outlander from 

Diamond Motors & Marine President Craig Conway.  DeLand High teachers, students and 
administrators were in attendance to celebrate with Mr. Dowdell, who was named the 2016 
Volusia County Teacher of the Year. 
 
Congratulations to five DeLand High seniors for receiving athletic scholarships which will allow 

them to attend college and continue their playing career next year.  Receiving football 
scholarships were Jackie Johnson (Stetson) and Tomas Ward (Eastern Kentucky).  Jessica 
Robinson (Florida Atlantic) and Madison Rogers (Daytona State) will be playing volleyball at 
their respective schools.  Finally, Nick Fortes will be playing baseball for the University of 
Mississippi next season. 
 
DeLand High’s School Advisory Council will host its Annual Academic Awards and Performing 
Arts Ceremony on Thursday, March 12.  The event will start at 7 p.m. in the auditorium.  During 
the ceremony, students who have achieved a 3.9 GPA or higher during the first semester or 
have a cumulative GPA of 3.9 or higher will be recognized.  Chorus, band, AFJROTC, Avant 
Garde and theater students will entertain guests with dazzling performances to pay tribute to the 
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award recipients.  Volusia County School’s 2016 Teacher of the Year, Mr. Christopher Dowdell, 
will deliver his Faculty Challenge message to parents and students in attendance.  
 
Congratulations to the Deltona High Boys Basketball team for winning the District 5 6A 

Championship. 
 
The entire month of February 2015, the Deltona High Health Services Academy will collect 
dental hygiene supplies that will be donated to a local medical center that provides indigent care 
to children.  The academy is partnering with the national organization, America’s Tooth Fairy, for 
their “SMILE DRIVE 2015” along with various health science programs and academies across 
the United States.  Students, faculty, staff and community businesses, are encouraged to 
donate toothpaste, toothbrushes, dental floss and mouth wash.  The items will be collected 
through February 27.   Items collected will be donated the week of March 2 to the Community 
Medical Center of West Volusia.    
 
Congratulations to the 76 Deltona High HOSA members who have earned the opportunity to 
advance to the Florida HOSA State Leadership Conference in March at Disney’s Coronado 
Spring Resort.  Their performance at the Region 12 HOSA Competition placed them 1st-3rd in 
their competitive event.  Region 12 is comprised of middle school and high school health 
science programs and academies in Volusia and Brevard counties.  Deltona High hosted over 
40 judges, 12 schools, 345 members and five special guests at the conference    
 
The Deltona High Health Services Academy was presented a plaque by the Sia Yorker Brain 

Injury Awareness Foundation for participation in their annual 5K, inviting the foundation as a 
guest speaker, and providing students the opportunity to help educate the community on brain 
injuries. The foundation offers high school seniors the opportunity for a scholarship based on 
academics, community service and leadership. 
 
Deltona Lakes Elementary students in grades K-5 participated in the PTA Reflections 
Contest.  Entries were submitted in the categories of literature, visual arts, photography and 
music.  An awards ceremony was held at school on February 3. 

 
In recognition of Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida, a host of activities were held at Deltona 
Lakes Elementary.  The week started with Hats Off to Books!  Students wore hats to school 
and read an extra 20 minutes to participate in the Million Minute Marathon.  On Tuesday, 
students had book swaps with classmates.  Mystery readers were invited to the school on 
Wednesday.  Parents, volunteers and business partners visited classrooms and the lunchroom 

and read to students.  Thursday was Readers are Leaders career day and students were 
encouraged to come dressed as the career of their choice.  The halls were filled with chefs, 
accountants, teachers and professional athletes.  That evening, the school’s second annual 
Literacy Night was held.  Business partner, Ameris Bank, sponsored and attended the event, 
donating funds for refreshments and door prizes.  Students participated in various reading games 

and activities throughout the cafeteria and were treated to hot chocolate and cookies.  A 
separate classroom was set up with crafts for the little ones.  At the end of the evening every 
student received a new book and door prizes were given.  To end the week, the traditional 
Storybook Character Parade was held, allowing students to dress up as their favorite storybook 
character.  One winner from each grade level was chosen for the best character costume and 
won a prize pack donated by our media center.   
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Deltona Lakes Elementary’s first campus clean-up day of the year was held on February 
7.  Families and staff came out and picked up trash, weeded, planted and mulched garden areas 

on campus.  The next spruce up day will be held April 11 from 9 a.m.-noon. 
 
Deltona Middle will host a “Florida Standards Assessments (FSA) Family Prep Night” on 
Tuesday, February 24, 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. in the cafeteria.  This event will provide valuable 
information regarding the new Florida Standards Assessments.  Families will have an 
opportunity to participate in interactive sessions that will assist them in understanding the new 
assessments and learn how to stay connected through the FSA Portal to gain access to 
information and resources.  This is an event for the entire family.  There will be a technology 
center for exploring the FSA website, small group FSA information sessions, student 
performances, food and prizes. 
 
Deltona Middle held its Straight “A” Breakfast in honor of approximately 60 students who 
earned an “A” in all subjects and earned a 4.0 GPA for the second nine weeks.  The school is 
extremely proud of these students.  
 
Deltona Middle hosted a Celebrate Literacy Week Family Night, which was an evening literacy 

event designed for the whole family and was a celebration of literacy in all academic 
subjects.  Student creations were on display, presenters and authors shared information 
designed to promote literacy.  Families enjoyed a meal, listened to student performances, and 

participated in literacy themed interactive stations.  This was an awesome night of positive 
relationship building with families to increase parent involvement. Other “Celebrate Literacy 
Week” activities designed to highlight the importance of literacy included a Million Minute 
Marathon, the annual Spelling Bee, a “How many books in the media center” contest, a 
“Celebrate Literacy Week” writing contest, and “Idiom” Day (teachers, staff, and students 
dressed as idioms).  The week was a huge success! 
 
June Weaver, guidance counselor extraordinaire at Edgewater Public, is leading bully proofing 

assemblies for students.  Students learned about how you can keep a life vest around your heart 

to protect your feelings and saw an experiment that showed how soap causes black pepper to 
spread away.  The soap represented unkind feelings and the pepper represented 
people.  Students left with a strong understanding of why kindness matters. 
 
Edgewater Public celebrated literacy with their famous storybook parade and crazy for reading 

attire.  New Smyrna Beach Middle band, led by Mr. Brodie Jonathan, led the storybook parade 
through the bus loop and down Old County Road.  Students also celebrated literacy by making 
vocabulary hats and voting for their favorite book read by Mr. Reaves and Mrs. Sydeski. 

 
As part of the unit on community workers, kindergarten students at Friendship Elementary were 
visited by Deltona’s local firefighters.  After reading and discussing “Russ and the Firehouse,” 

students created questions to ask the firefighters.  As a follow up, the students wrote thank you 
notes. 
 
Dylan Campbell and Bill Patterson, fourth grade teachers, and Jody Adkins, media specialist, 
attended the full week of the Florida Education Technology Conference in Orlando.  They came 
back with many new ideas to use in the classroom including Aurasma, Edpuzzle, Padlet and 
many other web sites and apps.  They are in the process of creating a peer-to-peer video 
tutoring channel that will be linked to the school’s website.  And the media center has video 
book trailers and student reviews used to increase interest in books.  After sharing with the 
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School Advisory Council and the Friendship Elementary faculty, the impact of these new 
technologies could be felt throughout the school.  
 
Galaxy Middle band director, Zanetta Barnes, was nominated for an award for outstanding 

leadership in band.  Ms. Barnes attended the Florida Bandmasters Association conference and 
won the Tom Bishop Award   She is the first band director from District 6 (Seminole/Volusia) to 
receive this award since 2009, and she is also one of the youngest directors to receive this 
honor.  Congratulations Ms. Barnes!  
 
The Galaxy Middle Science Olympiad team competed on January 24 at Embry Riddle 

Aeronautical University in the Eastern Regional Competition.  Galaxy sent 49 students who 
formed four separate teams.  There were 15 registered teams, and Galaxy walked away with 
10th, 6th, 5th and 1st place finishes as teams.  Each team competed in 23 events that dealt with 
builds like robots, skills like writing and experimenting, and studies such as Dynamic Planet, 
Green Generation and Simple Machines.  
 
Galaxy Middle FFA attended the state finals competition at the University of Florida, placing 
third in food science career development events.  Students had to take a 50-question written 
exam, complete five food safety scenarios, identify five different aromas from a list of a possible 
50, determine which sample was different than the other two in three different triangle tests, and 
develop a new product that met a given scenario as and present their proposal as a team to a 
panel of judges.  Katie Root (who was the third highest scoring individual of the entire contest), 
Johnathen Lanza, Vincent Thomas, and Morgan Kamowski will be recognized on stage, in front 
of thousands of people at the Florida FFA State Convention this summer.  
 
Galaxy Middle agriscience classes had some visitors that were a little out of the norm… 
Lightning and Blackberry are llamas that are owned, cared for and exhibited by Pine Ridge 
High’s Agriscience and FFA program. The llama brothers paid a visit to recruit eighth grade 
students to their home (Pine Ridge) next year. The students had a great time learning about the 
different opportunities available to them as they are about to take the next step into high school. 
The llamas were just a bonus! Mr. Robinson even loved them!  

 
Ms. King’s class at Holly Hill School celebrated Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday by re-
enacting his famous march through the courtyard of the school along with reciting his speech.  The 
part of Dr. King was played by Ju’Donte Williams and his wife by Shamya Scott. 
 
Congratulations to Mrs. Melanie Parish and Mrs. Rodanthie (Ronnie) Ranieri for being selected for 
the Indian River Elementary 2015 Outstanding Volunteer Award!  Melanie is the PTA president 
and spends tireless hours working to promote educational and fun activities for our students and 
families, in the school and in the community. She volunteers in many areas of the school and is 
always willing to help when and where it’s needed.  Ronnie dedicates her time in one classroom 
which provides the teacher and the students with a consistent and familiar face and friend. She 
drives to the school from Ormond Beach and has volunteered in Mrs. Ranieri’s classroom for 
eight years. 
 
Nathan S., a fourth grader in Reashun Merrick’s class and coached by Bob Schulz, represented 
Indian River Elementary in the Regional Elks Hoop Shoot Free Throw Program held at 
Seminole High School in January.  Competing with students from five counties, Nathan placed 
2nd in the region for 8 to 9 year olds. 
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How many ways can you count to 100?  Plenty of ways if you attend R.J. Longstreet 
Elementary where kindergarten, first grade and ESE students did everything from select 100 
snacks to decorate papers with 100 rubber stamps.  It was exciting to watch students participate 
in special activities celebrating the 100th day of school this year.  Kindergarteners traveled from 
counting activity to activity by rotating classrooms.  In one classroom, they rolled the dice 100 
times to see which number would be rolled the most times.  Next, they went down the hall to 
press 100 designs onto paper using colorful rubber stamps.  Then it was time to make 
individualized snack bags by choosing 100 snack foods, counting by 10s, of course. Fun and 
delicious!  First graders could be spotted doing 100 jumping jacks and making a 100-item snack 
bag in multiples of tens. The students had a great time exploring fun ways to mark the 100th 
day of school, including figuring out how many activities they could do in 100 seconds.  It was 
an engaging and fun day for the students, their teachers and the volunteers who helped.  A 
huge “thank you” to the volunteers who made the event special.  
 
R.J. Longstreet Elementary classes went all out to honor Guidance Counselor Lori Del Greco 
during Guidance Counselor Week.  The goal was simple: to show Mrs. Del Greco how much the 
Longstreet family loves her.  There was much to celebrate about Mrs. Del Greco, who leads the 
school’s mentoring program and enlists the community in providing food every Friday for 
homeless students so they’ll have snacks for the weekend. She runs the Cardinal peer 
mediation program and is adept at getting community resources to help families in crisis. A 
former Teacher of the Year at R.J. Longstreet, Mrs. Del Greco was celebrated for her caring 
ways.  To demonstrate their love for her and show their appreciation for everything she does, 
students in Mrs. Sara Smith’s third grade class made their handprints, wrote one word that 
describes Mrs. Del Greco and signed it.  Mrs. Smith’s class was one of many that honored Mrs. 
Del Greco all week.  Here is how one fifth grader described her: “I know Mrs. Del Greco would 
be there for any person in the world if they need her help. R.J. Longstreet is a very lucky school 
to have such a wonderful guidance counselor! Thank you, Mrs. Del Greco.”  
 
The Mazda 24-hour Rolex team, along with their concept car, visited Mainland High to make a 
presentation explaining how STEM classes connect with racing.  The driver and engineers spoke 

to more than 300 students and showed what STEM classes are involved in building a winning 
race team and car. 
 
The Academy of Simulation and Robotics at Mainland High School continues to be busy with 
career explorations.  Forty-six students recently went to Otronicon at the Orlando Science Center. 
Otronicon is celebrated its 10 year anniversary and is a premiere technology event. Students 
were able to explore how we will possibly be living, learning, working and playing in the future 
through video games, simulation and other technology that is made in Orlando.  They were able 
to experience larger-than-life video game experiences, state-of-the-art medical and military 
simulators, and attend workshops taught by current industry pros. Otronicon is Orlando’s 
biggest interactive technology expo available at this time.  
 
The Simulation 2D and 3D Graphic Art students at Mainland High enjoyed a field trip to Painting 

with a Twist.  They completed a painting demonstrating the use of shadowing and colors, as well 

as making good use of time management on their projects.  
 
Ms. Rosa’s class at New Smyrna Beach Middle plus five youth leaders have joined with Darrell 
Taylor and Project UNIFY Special Olympics.  The “Volusia Stingray Stars” were the first middle 
school in Volusia County to participate in Special Olympics Florida.  They competed in 5 vs.5 
basketball in January and came in first place.  They will compete in a bocce ball tournament this 
spring.     
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New Smyrna Beach Middle held its annual Spelling Bee on Tuesday, January 27, 
2015.  Thirty-nine students participated in this year’s competition.  In order to compete in the 
school wide spelling bee the students qualified as class champions. Eighth grader Elyse 
Wassem emerged as school champion and sixth grader Delayna Goodrich was runner-
up.  These students advanced to compete at the district spelling bee. 
 
Mrs. Kristen Bennett’s students at New Smyrna Beach Middle started an official Special 
Olympics Cycling Team thanks to several generous donations.  The students received a three-

wheeled bike and helmet donated from Port Orange Elks Club and two additional three-wheeled 
bikes donated by the New Smyrna Elks and the Fraternal Order of Police.  Thanks to Stephanie 
Stallings, Ms. Kristen Bennett’s students also received $5,000 worth of musical instruments. Ms. 
Stallings applied to a special Capital One program titled, “One Wish for Others.”  
 
In just 3 days, Orange City Elementary students raised an amazing $1,113 for Pasta for 
Pennies.  Mrs. Kennedy’s 2nd grade class raised the most funds and earned a catered lunch 
from the Olive Garden.  Congratulations, Mrs. Kennedy, and way to go, students and families.  
 
During the week of January 26th-30th the students and faculty of Orange City Elementary 
participated in Celebrate Literacy Week.  Students focused on reading all week with a variety of 
activities, including “buddying up to read” and DEAR time.  In addition, there was a grand 
vocabulary parade where everyone chose a challenging vocabulary word and dressed up to 
portray that word.  Prizes were given out for winners and runners-up in all grade levels.  All 
students had an opportunity to participate in a book exchange where they could swap old books 
for new reads.  To culminate the week, all classrooms in each grade level were visited by a 
famous book character for a fun-filled reading session.  
 
FSA parent night was recently held at Orange City Elementary.  The parents and students 
were given the opportunity to enjoy a spaghetti dinner.  The night began with Mrs. Hinckley 
leading the 3rd grade students and chorus in a vocal performance that showcased talented 
students.  Mrs. Crkvenac provided parents with valuable information about the Florida 
Standards Assessment requirements and expectations.  The parents were invited to visit their 
child’s classroom.  The classroom teachers provided examples of sample questions for the 
assessment.  The parents were able to ask any questions and learn how they can help their 
students be successful on the upcoming assessments.  
 
Orange City Elementary kindergarten students participated in the KidSmart program, which 
provides students with information about when it is appropriate to call 911.  The program was 
hosted by two paramedics and Boo Boo, the animated ambulance which comes to life to talk 
and sing with the students about the difference between real emergencies and when something 
can be handled by parents or teachers.  The program discusses properly crossing the street, 
identifying traffic signals and the emergency number 911.  Students were given opportunities to 
answer questions and demonstrate how to Stop, Drop and Roll.  
 
Ormond Beach Elementary has been bustling with excitement this past month.  Fourth grade 
students submitted some incredible projects.  Congratulations are in order for some very 
talented students: Camryn N. and Dylan C. for their winning exhibits, Matthew H. for his craft of 
the Castillo de San Marcos, a 3-D Map of Lewis and Clark by Logan J., and Alex M., Hannah 
H., Ashley R., and Charles S. for their outstanding posters.  
 

http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/PublishingImages/e-News%2002-19-15/NSBMS%20Bike%20Donation%201.JPG


The Ormond Beach Elementary PTA has been working very hard this year to build a 
community between school and families.  Family Game Night was enjoyed by over half of the 

school.  This fun, free evening brought friends and families together and was a huge 
success.  Families played board games, cards and puzzles in the Toddler’s Corner.  There was 
a Scrabble Photo Booth to capture the fun.  
 
Celebrate Literacy Week was celebrated January 26 – 30 at Ormond Beach 
Elementary.  Students enjoyed daily stories broadcast throughout the classrooms; teachers 
and students worked together to design creative door displays to promote literacy, students 
guessed the number of books in the media center (10,941 by the way!); a Reading Counts lunch 
celebration; DEAR across the school logging in almost 6,000 minutes.  A book swap was also 
conducted where students traded out over 460 books in one morning.  Finally, the school was 
honored to host visiting author, D.G. Stern and his dog, Upton Charles.  He spoke to the 
students about what it takes to write a book, read one of his published stories, and answered 
many of the students’ questions.  
 
Ormond Beach Elementary students are taking part in the Pasta for Pennies program to help 

support save the lives of other children with leukemia and other childhood cancers.  First grade 
student, Tatum Gibbens, is a cancer survivor, so it brings this community service project close 
to the hearts of everyone at the school.  The class that brings in the most pennies receives a 
free lunch provided by the Olive Garden.  
 
Osceola Administration, teachers, and students appreciated the hard work of Andrew Kelly, “Life 
Scout,” from Troop 403, for making improvements on an outdoor map at Osceola Elementary.  As 

part of his Eagle Scout requirements, Andrew worked with the Physical Education Department 
to refurbish a large painted map located on the school’s basketball court.  The bright new colors 

were mixed by Southern Paint along with a donation of a quart of sky blue and sealer.  The 
United States map is used in many ways as the physical education teachers integrate other 
subject areas into their curriculum. 
 
Recently, members of the Ormond Beach Rotary Club generously donated dictionaries to all the 
third grade students at Osceola Elementary.  The students were excited to use this new 
resource to enhance their learning. 
 
Business partners, Kangaroo Express and Valero, donated $2,000 to Osceola Elementary. 

Thomas Fischer and Debbie Phippins of Kangaroo Express presented a check to the school at 
the January Family Literacy Night.  The Kangaroo Express on Ocean Shore Blvd. in Ormond-by-

the-Sea designated one of its gas pumps as the “Spirit Pump,” and donated one cent per gallon 
to the school.  
 
The Pine Ridge High junior class recently presented Dancing with the Teachers.  Fifteen 
teachers were paired up with student experts and had to learn their dance routines.  Their 
persistent practices paid off.  The routines and costumes were fantastic.  The awards were 
presented in the following categories: most donations - Ag teacher, Mrs. Cera Troy; most 
audience votes - CTE teacher, Ms. Renae Lee; Runner up - Social Studies teacher, Mr. Eric 
Poyner; and the DANCE! Champion 2015 - CTE Teacher, Ms. Renae Lee who danced with 
sophomore, Nicole Rodriguez, to a “Shake it Off” mix.  There was a full house and the audience 
was “wowed” by the performances.   
 
The Pine Ridge High Players will present “Almost, Maine”  by John Cariani on February 26, 27 
and  28 at 7 p.m. in the auditorium.  Tickets are $8 for adults and $5 for students.  For more 
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information call the school at (407) 688-9500.  The play is being produced by special 
arrangements with Dramatic Play Productions. 
 
Congratulations to 2014 Pine Ridge High graduate Jaiden Fortune.  Jaiden was offered and 
accepted a soccer athletic scholarship to Elon University in North Carolina.    
 
Pine Trail Elementary recently formed a Robotics club to compete in the First Lego 

League.  Their team, which they named the Heroes of Tomorrow, had great success in their first 
two tournaments by placing second overall, and winning the Best Project Award at both 
events.  Their achievements earned them a spot in the Northeast Regionals, where they 
competed in four categories; Project, where they had to design a way to teach young children 
about the dangers of smoking; Core Values, where they had to solve a challenge in 2.5 minutes, 
demonstrating teamwork and leadership; Robot Design, where they were judged on the quality 
and effectiveness of their programming; and Robot Matches, where they compete against other 
teams on a playing field.  Although they did not go on to state, they won the Rising Star Award 
for best Rookie team!  Team members include; Emma Burke, Noah Sibley, Yuki Colombo, 
Rachel Jones, Jadyn Stalzer, Faith Partington, and Sebastian Scorpio. 
 
The 100th day of school was a day of giving for Ms. Albert’s and Mrs. Beauregard’s 2nd grade 
classes at Pine Trail Elementary.  The students collected pet items to be donated to the 
Halifax Humane Society and their goal was to collect 100 items.  The students were encouraged 
to bring in dog food, cat food, blankets, treats or toys to be given to the animals.  Upon the 
collection of items, the students gathered for a math lesson to classify all of the donations.  They 
used a Tree Map to organize and work some math problems along the way.  The idea for the 
100th day was created by Ms. Albert’s and Mrs. Beauregard’s classes last year.  They had such 
a great learning experience not only in developing critical math skills but they also realized how 
important it is to think of others.  They named this activity “Math with a Mission.”  They will take a 

field trip in March to the Halifax Humane Society to drop off the items and visit the shelter.  Their 
classes will continue to look for other opportunities this year to collect donations and give to our 
community to support “Math with a Mission.” 
 
KidSmart recently visited the kindergarten classes at Port Orange Elementary.  This program 
is run by EVAC Ambulance.  Paramedics talked about fire safety and when to call 911 and 
showed students how to stop, drop and roll.  Boo Boo showed the students his lights and 
reminded them what to do in emergency situations.  Water safety, talking to strangers and the 
dangers of drugs was also discussed. The students enjoyed this fun program and learned a lot 
by watching and listening.  
 
“Boo Boo the Ambulance” visited the kindergarteners at Read-Pattillo Elementary teaching 
students things they need to know to grow up safely, such as when to call 9-1-1, bicycle safety, 
stranger danger and bullying prevention tips.  Boo Boo is a three-foot high robot that can dance, 
sing and talk all while teaching children the necessary skills to protect themselves and stay safe. 
 
Read-Pattillo Elementary hosted a K-5 math night for parents and students.  The students 
gathered in the cafeteria to rotate to math learning stations.  Students were also given free 
books courtesy of Title I.  The parents went to classrooms and were given an overview of what 
math looks like at the different levels.  They were also given math bags filled with resources and 
manipulatives to use with their students at home.  
 
During the last week of January, Read-Pattillo Elementary promoted “Celebrate Literacy” 
along with schools from around the state.  Throughout the week, the school celebrated 
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accomplishments in reading and encouraged students to become lifelong readers.  Monday was 
the kick off of “One Book, One School” with special guest readers.  Each class received two 
new books:  “The One and Only Ivan & Ivan” and  “The Remarkable True Story of the Shopping 
Mall Gorilla” both by Katherine Applegate.  Tuesday and Wednesday provided students with 
information about the local library.  The K-2 students even had a walking field trip to the New 
Smyrna Public Library.  Thursday students designed a bookmark to illustrate the creative ideas 
in literacy.  Friday was the culminating event with a storybook parade with teachers and 
students dressing up as a book character.  
 
Stacy Gotlib, River Springs Middle principal, received the R. David Smith Middle School 
principal of the year award at the Volusia All-County Band Festival.  This award is presented in 
recognition and appreciation of her support of music in our schools.   
 
Congratulations to Taylor for winning the River Springs Middle annual spelling bee. Taylor 
represented the school at the district spelling bee.  In other news, River Springs Middle was 
awarded a 3rd place certificate of recognition for contributions to the district’s 2014 United 
Negro College Fund Campaign.   
 
At 6 p.m. on Wednesday March 18, River Springs Middle will host Detective Sherif El-Shami 
from the Orange City Police Department for a presentation on Internet Safety.  Detective El-
Shami will cover Florida laws relating specifically to bullying, cyberbullying and sexting.  He will 
demonstrate how commonly used websites and phone apps give children access to sexual 
offenders and criminal activity.  Detective El-Shami will also discuss ways to safeguard children 
from potentially dangerous situations.  This presentation is a must-see for anyone with children 
on the Internet.  Come out and join River Springs Middle for this “Parents Only” night.  
 
Seabreeze High Special Olympics Project Unify Team qualified for the FHSAA State Basketball 
Championships.  They are one of the first Project Unify Teams to be invited to participate at 
these state finals.  There are only four Project Unify Teams that will play at the Lakeland Center, 
an 8,000 capacity arena, on February 25 and 26.  Special Olympics Project Unify gives 
individuals with disabilities the opportunity to play on their schools sports team.  Its goal is to 
promote social inclusion through shared sports training and competition experiences; Unified 
Sports joins people with and without intellectual disabilities on the same team.  
 
Seabreeze High is very proud to announce that senior Jose Rosa has been named a finalist in 
the rigorous National Merit Scholarship competition. Congratulations Jose!  
 
The cafeteria at Silver Sands Middle played host to the first annual Literacy Carnival, an 
energetic and fun evening of carnival games, music, food and, the main event, a book swap. 
Lunch tables were transformed into long rows where hundreds of new and gently used books were 
organized by author and shopped by students with a book from home to swap for a 'new' one.  In 

addition to bringing a book to swap, teachers passed out tickets during the school day as 
incentives that students could use at the Literacy Carnival to pick out a book. The School 

Advisory Council sponsored the event with funds that were then used to purchase hundreds of 
books at the Scholastic Books warehouse.  Having spent a little over $370 of SAC funds, teachers 

of the month, Ms. Kelli Casey and Ms. Connie Schroyer, brought back close to 400 books for 
the event.  Additional titles were donated by the media center, teachers, staff and 
students.  During the event, carnival games were on loan from First Church of DeLand and 
Kona Ice was invited to sell snow cones from which profits were shared with the school's 
Literacy Club.  While shopping for books and listening to music played by DJ and 7th grade 

reading teacher, Ms. Parris, families visited food booths hosted by a sampling of school 
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clubs.  Whether it was the literacy club selling Chick-fil-A sandwiches, pictures being taken in 
the photo booth with literacy-themed props courtesy of the drama club, Builders Club selling 

popcorn and candy or creating friendship bracelet with supplies from the Future Florida 
Educators club, a worthwhile and collaborative effort from all stakeholders was evident and 
essential for such a rich experience.  With close to 1,000 books going home with students by 
the end of the night, an inspirational number of students were the proud owners of a new book 
to take home, not to mention the opportunity to spend quality time with their Warrior friends and 
family!  
 
South Daytona Elementary’s PTA sponsored a pancake breakfast at Aunt Catfish restaurant.  Mr. 

Schwartz, assistant principal, served as a short order cook. 

 
Southwestern Middle was honored to host General George Washington and his wife, Martha 
(a.k.a. Bill and Cara Elder, retired DeLand educators and historians - 1st person interpreters of 
George and Martha Washington).  Students were treated to a living history lesson of General 

Washington’s acceptance of Commander in Chief.  This interactive program had students 
donning period clothing of British and Revolutionary soldiers and colonial ladies.  Eighth grade 
American History students saw up close the uniforms and tools colonists may have carried during 

the time of the American Revolution.  Entertaining and educational! 
 
Spirit Elementary was thrilled to celebrate Literacy Week with a visit from author D.G. Stern and 
Upton the Dog Detective.  Mr. Stern and Upton were on the school’s morning news and treated all 
grades to a presentation about their books.  

 
Spruce Creek Elementary is celebrating the accomplishments of two of their outstanding 
educators.  Ms. Tina Howard, guidance counselor, was named Counselor of the Year at the 
Volusia School Counselors’ Association banquet on February 6.  Ms. Howard was recognized 
for her advocacy for students, support of all educators, and consistently going above and 
beyond for students.  Her work with the Rachel’s Challenge Initiative, school wide behavior 
program, and interventions for students were just a few of the accomplishments noted in her 
nomination packet. Congratulations also to Mrs. Hazel, principal of Spruce Creek Elementary, 
for being selected as the Volusia County Music Administrator of the Year.  This is quite an honor 
given the number of administrators in Volusia County.  Mrs. Hazel has shown, and continues to 
show, a tremendous support for music education.  Again, congratulations to these outstanding 
educators.   
 
Students and families were invited to Starke Elementary's first book buffet night. Families 

visited three buffet stations to hear the stories “If You Give a Mouse a Cookie,” “Chicken Soup 
with Rice” and “The Very Hungry Caterpillar.”  Each station served food that matched the story 
which included cookies, fruit cups and chicken soup with rice. Along with these refreshments, 

attendees also received a free book.  
 
Students, teachers, staff, and families shared their love for reading during Starke Elementary’s 
Celebrate Literacy Week 2015 activities.  Each day during Celebrate Literacy Week, students 
and teachers participated in a different activity to celebrate reading.  Activities included DEAR 
time, bookmark decorating, a daily guess the literary character contest and storybook parade to 

end the week.   
 
Starke Elementary was voted School of the Month by the DeLand Area Chamber of Commerce 
for February 2015. Starke was presented with a certificate and the School of the Month banner, 
now on display at the school entrance. Starke is on the rise! 
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Bishop Man and Captain Kania are special guest superheroes that visit Sunrise Elementary 
every month during the Outstanding Student Celebration.  During the assembly, both Terrific Kids 
and Outstanding Students are recognized for demonstrating life skills, such as cooperation, 

curiosity, friendship, caring, patience and integrity.  Bishop Man and Captain Kania recognize 
these outstanding students with a superhero hat, pin, certificate and a sign for their yard.  Each 
and every day Sunrise students, faculty, and staff strive to demonstrate these superhero life 
skills! 
 
Family Media Night was a huge success at Timbercrest Elementary.  After having guest 
readers read books about the moon, students helped create a circle map with moon facts.  Hands-

on activities included making moon sand, making a moon book of facts and pictures, and 
completing a cut and paste about moon phases.  Parents were given a short presentation about 
online resources and how to access the school’s ebook collection at home with their 
children.  Students left with a free book and a moon pie.  Families were also given an 
opportunity to open a family account.  Families are able to check out up to five books and visit 
the media center on Thursday and Friday afternoons.  
 
Students and staff enjoyed a performance by Jack Hartmann at Turie T. Small Elementary in 
January.  Students in prekindergarten, kindergarten and first grades sang and moved to an array 

of educational songs.  Staff members joined in the fun as well.  Principal Earl Johnson has 
penguin swag like no other! 
 
"Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida!" took place in.  In efforts to promote the connection between 
reading and health, the Departments of Health, Agriculture and Consumer Services, and 
Education partnered with the Dairy Council of Florida.  Lisa Valentine and Beckie Taylor from 
the University of Florida's Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences were invited to visit Turie 
T. Small Elementary to read “SunnyBell's Florida Dairy Farm Adventure" to the pre-kindergarten, 

kindergarten and first grade classes.  The students learned about dairy farms and the nutritional 
benefits of milk. The classes received a copy of the book to add to their classroom library. 
 
Westside Elementary celebrated Literacy Week with a special night called: “Help the Kittens 
Find Their Mittens.”  Special guest was Nellie the Lighthouse Cat. Nellie not only teaches 
children about the history of the lighthouse and the area, but she came Westside to promote the 
importance of reading.  Students boarded the Reading Train and made stops at five stations. 
Station one was guest reader Dr. Copelin, a fourth grade teacher and site coordinator of 
“Westside’s Night Alive.”  He read a “Pete the Cat” story and spoke with the children and 
parents about the importance of reading.  Station two was Amber Freese from Jersey Mike 
Subs. She read “Splat the Cat” and asked the children questions about story.  She also gave 
the children certificates to receive a free kids meal.  Station three was the craft room where 
children and adults made cats from paper plates and decorated mittens to put on the 
cats.  Station four was the rock’n roll bookwalk room.  Adults joined in with the children to dance 
around the chairs and when the music stopped a number was drawn and the winner won a free 
book.  The books were purchased from a grant that was given by FUTURES.  This was the first 
of three nights that is a part of the FUTURES grant.  Thanks to FUTURES, children received 
special books such as pop-up books, hardcover, the newest out and especially award winning 
books.  All selected to give a child a book that he/she would enjoy reading and want to read 
more.  Station five was the snack room where cookies and milk were served along with fish 
(goldfish crackers) and cat treats (raisins).  At this station children found their mittens and got to 
select the one they liked.  Teachers and volunteers helped at the stations, punched the tickets 
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and signed in the families.  The school sends a very special thank you to Mary Wentzel and 
Carol Jerson for coming to Westside with Nellie the Lighthouse Cat. 
 

Check Out ITV Launchpad 
 

Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad – Spelling Bee. 

                                               
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail VCS 
Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior editions of e-
News. 

 
Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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