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Be There 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

A quick hug, a smile, a simple question will show your child you care. 
 

Teacher Appreciation Week, May 3-9 
 

To honor teachers during Teacher Appreciation Week, we invite you to write an e-mail to say 
thank you to a teacher, mentor, coach, school counselor or whoever inspired you and is making 
a positive impact on the lives of young people.  To write an e-mail, simply click here and search 
for the teacher’s e-mail by last name. 

 
Celebrate School Nutrition Week 
 

Celebrate your school nutrition professionals during School Nutrition Employee Week May 4-
8.  School Way Café nutrition professionals nourish our students’ bodies and fuel their brains so 
they can excel in their studies.  They stay true to their mission:  “We are all individually 
dedicated to building a foundation for learning for our students and community by providing 
caring support, good nutrition and quality service.”  Please remember to thank your lunch ladies 
and gentlemen this week.  
 

Concert for Mainland 
 

The Hitmakers, John Rhodes of the Rhodes Brothers and Greg Cardino of the show group “The 
Better Way,” have been performing together for the last 15 years. They will headline the Concert 
for Mainland along with various talent from Mainland’s faculty and students on Saturday, April 
25, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, April 26, at 2 p.m.  The show will be filled with nostalgia, show 
tunes and fun. Tickets are $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and $6 for students. To purchase tickets 
or to get additional information visit: www.mainlandhighschool.org.  

 
Two Organizations Receive Business Recognition Award 
 

The Rotary Club of Daytona Beach and Bethune-Cookman University/Community Affairs and K-
16 Initiatives will be recognized by Commissioner Pam Stewart at an award program during a 
reception on June 9 in Tampa.  For the past 28 years, the Commissioner’s Business 

http://www.volusia.k12.fl.us/directory/
http://www.mainlandhighschool.org/


Recognition Award (CRBA) has celebrated the commitment, creativity and innovation of 
partnerships between Florida businesses/organizations and public schools.  Volusia’s recipients 
were selected from 36 nominations submitted by schools to a district committee in March.   
 
The Rotary Club of Daytona Beach has partnered with Westside Elementary School for over 10 
years.  This partnership initiated many programs, including the Early Act Club which included 
selected fifth graders from the “Westside’s Night Alive” afterschool grant program.  The club 
was so successful that it expanded to include fourth graders.  The Rotary Club also assisted in 
planting garden boxes and in landscaping a vegetable and flower garden that grew into what is 
known as the Early Act Garden. 
 
The Rotary Club of Daytona Beach recently partnered with Westside and the Volusia Literacy 
Council to develop the Family Literacy Nights, a multi-cultural learning event that promotes 
literacy.  These special nights are funded by the Rotary Club and members of the club volunteer 
at each event to help children with craft projects, serve multi-cultural food, and promote literacy 
through a book about the country being celebrated that evening.  The information provided by a 
Rotary member helped the school win a grant provided by the NASCAR Foundation!  The funds 
from this grant helped expand the Early Act Garden and build an outdoor educational 
classroom.  The Rotary Club of Daytona Beach has sponsored Westside Elementary in many 
ways.  The club’s commitment to the educational success of our children is to be commended. 
 
Bethune Cookman University has been an active business partner with Turie T. Small Elementary 

School for 19 years, since the fall of the 2005-2006 school year.  Their Education Department 
and the Community Initiative K-16 Department are currently involved in several volunteer 
programs and events that enhance the quality of students’ education.  The “Luncheon with the 
Stars” celebrates the accomplishments of Turie T. Small Elementary’s “Star Students” by 
recognizing their academic excellence and good citizenship.  In the “Lunchtime Buddy Reading” 
volunteer program, BCU students obtain their community service hours by reading with 
kindergarten-5th graders during their lunchtimes.  University students also assist elementary 
students with their homework and other academic skills by volunteering with the “Word Wizards 
Afterschool Tutoring Program.”  The “YMCA – Y Reads Program” is yet another volunteer 
driven program that nourishes the minds of primary students (kindergarten – 2nd 
grade).  Bethune-Cookman University’s Community Initiative K-16 and Education Departments 
directly impact the education of T.T. Small’s students as they strive to reach their full academic 
potential and become tomorrow’s leaders and future professionals. 

 

ArtHaus Presents Ceramic Art Exhibit 
 

An exhibit featuring ceramic artwork by students of Spruce Creek High art teacher, Heather 
Alexander, is now open and will continue through Friday, May 8, at the ArtHaus, 3840 
Ridgewood Avenue, Port Orange.   

 

Register Kindergartners in May 
 

Volusia County schools will begin registering students for kindergarten May 4 – 8.  Exact dates 
and times are different for each school.  For details, parents should call the elementary school 
closest to them or visit the district’s website at http://myvolusiaschools.org. 

 
To register a child for kindergarten, the child must be five years old on or before September 1, 
2015.  Parents or guardians must provide a birth certificate or other legal evidence of date of 
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birth; immunization records signed by a physician; a record of a recent health examination 
conducted by a Florida physician; and two proofs of residence. 
 
Families who have a summer 2015 VPK certificate may also register their incoming 
kindergartner to attend VPK this summer when registering for kindergarten.  To obtain a 
summer 2015 VPK certificate from the Early Learning Coalition of Flagler and Volusia County, 
families may call (386) 323-2400 or (386) 736-5010. 
 
When the school year begins on August 24, kindergarten students will have the opportunity to 
get to know their teacher and new routine in a small group setting on their first day.  Each of 
Volusia’s 46 elementary schools will implement a “staggered start” for kindergartners on the first 
three days of school.  With the staggered start, students will receive individualized attention, 
enabling them to become familiar with their surroundings and school procedures.  
 
Approximately one-third of the class will attend on Monday, August 24, one-third on Tuesday, 
August 25, and one-third on Wednesday, August 26.  All kindergarten students will begin 
attending classes together on Thursday, August 27.  Parents will be notified by their school 
regarding which day their student will attend. 

 

News of Note 
Submitted by each school’s Key Communicator 

 
 

Blue Lake Elementary’s special area teachers and PTA raised money to update art, P.E. and 
music equipment and supplies.  They wanted to promote a healthy lifestyle to their students and 
the community while raising the needed funds. They teamed up with The Get Movin’ Crew to 
make the event fun and profitable.  The goal was to raise $4,500 and they raised over 
$4,700.  Way to go Blue Lake, raising more funds then expected! 
 
Blue Lake Elementary held two Fabulous Fifties Concerts, one concert featured kindergarten 
students and the second featured first grade students.  Mr. Leder, music teacher, led each 
group in songs such as Splish, Splash; Bye, Bye Love; The Lion Sleeps Tonight and Rockin 
Pneumonia and the Boogie Woogie Flu.  The students took the stage wearing 50s clothing, blue 
jeans and plain white t-shirts.  Kindergarten parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles packed the 
multi-purpose room and enjoyed watching their children perform.  First grade families also 
packed the multi-purpose room.  These families thoroughly enjoyed the incredible job their 
children did in performing the songs.  Mr. Leder did a great job with each grade level bringing 
out the best in each student.  
 
Blue Lake Elementary participated in the Pasta for Pennies campaign again this 
year.  Students and teachers were enthusiastic about bringing in their coins.  Everyone knew 
that by doing so they were helping fund blood cancer research, providing education and patient 
services.  By donating their coins, they kept the guidance counselor and bookkeeper very busy 
counting the money.  Blue Lake raised $1,454.67.  The class that brought in the most money 
will receive a lunch from Olive Garden.  This year’s winning class was Mrs. Collin’s first 
grade.  Congratulations to her class and the entire school for being so gracious in helping 
others.  
 
Chisholm Elementary’s annual Science Fair was held on April 9 where fifth grade students 
had a chance to show off their science projects.  The top four places will be going to the District 
Science Fair.  First place:  Atticus P., Green Way to Beet Ice; second place:  Sienna B., The 
Effects of Sound Frequency on Various Grainy Materials; third place:  Evan B., Does the Pan 
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Alter the Cookie?; fourth place:  Emma N., Catch Me If You Can; and honorable mention:  Thea 

G., Tsunami Speed. 

 
Congratulations to Diamond McMillan of Deltona High.  Diamond’s artwork was selected to be 
highlighted inside the upcoming Celebrations Literary Journal.   
 
Congratulations to Debbie Beavers who was nominated for Favorite Math Teacher Award by 

Dawn Bourdette.  Debbie Beavers is a fun loving person and teacher who never give up on her 
students.  She is the math department chair at Deltona High.  Debbie was presented with a 
check from Ash Salih of Daytona Toyota.  Daytona Toyota supports teachers in the county and 
is always looking for ways to pay it forward.  They are dedicated to helping not only teachers, 
but students and parents in the community.  Deltona principal, Susan Freeman, was very 
excited for Mrs. Beavers.  Congratulations, Debbie! 
 
Deltona Lakes Elementary’s Girls on the Run is hosting an Army (Camo) Dance on April 24 from 

5-7 p.m.  Admission is $2 for students (parents are free). Food and drinks will be available for 
purchase.  All money raised will go to the Wounded Warrior Project.  Dress in your best camo 
and come support our nation’s service members.   The Girls on the Run program meets twice 
each week under the direction of Miss Maldonado and Mrs. Snyder, both kindergarten 
teachers.  The mission of GOTR is to inspire the girls to be joyful, healthy and confident using a 
fun, experience-based curriculum which creatively integrates running.  The program finale is a 
5K run to be held April 25 at Father Lopez High School in Daytona Beach. 
 
Deltona Lakes Elementary congratulates the following students whose projects have been 

selected to represent the school at the county Science Expo on May 1.  Chandler Powers, 
Keeping Cool Under Pressure; Emma P., Washable or Not; Hayley G., Absorbency; Nina C., 
Diaper Dilemma; Camille H., Sinking Marbles; Brody S., The Sugar Rush; and Victoria C., Solar 
Cooking. Congratulations one and all!  
  
The Pasta for Pennies campaign was a great success once again!  Deltona Lakes Elementary 
kicked off the campaign with morning announcements. Prizes, including ice cream parties, gift 
cards and a Pasta for Pennies t-shirt, were offered to students, teachers and whole classes that 
collected the most monies.  The overall winning class received the traditional Olive Garden 
pasta party.  Each student who donated at least $1 received their name on a paper penny which 
was displayed in the cafeteria.  After the first week, $776.97 was collected with a campaign 
grand total of $1,681.35.  For the second year in a row, Mrs. Bartley’s 2nd grade class collected 
the most monies $167.84 and every student contributed something.  Her students won the 
pasta party and an ice cream party for their efforts.  Congratulations to these classes who all 
collected over $100: Ms. Aslanli’s 5th grade class, Mr. McCombs’ 3rd grade class, Ms. Castro’s 3rd 

grade class and Miss Maldonado’s kindergarten class. 
 
In February, Ms. Korfage’s milkweed plant had 10 caterpillars on it.  Due to impending rain 
storms and frigid temperatures, she moved the plant into the classroom.  She and her Deltona 
Lakes Elementary students had a daily look into the life cycle of the Monarch butterfly.  Her 
students, along with neighboring students from Mrs. Auerbach’s class, were able to see the 

changes on a daily basis.  It was an AWESOME opportunity to watch.  At the conclusion of their 

life cycle, they released all 10 butterflies and placed the plant back in the garden.  Fast forward 
to early April and guess what?  The milkweed plant had at least 10 more caterpillars!  Ms. 
Korfage shared the news with fellow staff and faculty in order to share this glorious experience 
with others.  She created a netted environment for the plant to allow everyone to stop by and 
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look.  She encouraged everyone to write, draw, keep data, or read more about the process and 
this wonderful learning experience.  
 
Discovery Elementary has been having fun reading all year long.  During “Celebrate Literacy 
Week,” lots of guest readers visited students.  DG Stern, author of the Upton Charles, Dog 
Detective mystery series, visited with grades K-3 and multi-age.  He even brought his real dog 
to pose for pictures.  Local firefighters read books and talked about their careers. Deltona High 
athletes, and their king and queen, had fun reading in the classrooms.  Two members of the 
Orlando City Soccer team read Dr. Seuss’ Green Eggs and Ham in the cafeteria. Reading 
events were held at other times of the year, also.  In February, Patrick Matthews, the author of 
Dragon Run, held writers’ workshops for fourth and fifth graders.  Volunteers from Ponce Inlet 
Lighthouse were on hand in April to read the true story, Nelly, the Ponce Inlet Lighthouse Cat, to 
lucky primary students.  Reading rocks at Discovery!  
 
Edgewater Public’s Chamber of Commerce 5K team came in first place on April 9 at the annual 

race.  The school is proud to participate and support community events that promote a healthy 
life style. Way to go Bobcats!  

 
Friendship Elementary teachers recently participated in professional development on “The 
Etiquette of Fine Tweeting” with Meg Roa.  Every Wednesday for six weeks, Friendship 
teachers participated in an evening book study on “What Great Teacher Do Differently” by Todd 
Whitaker.  Each teacher was provided with a copy of his best seller.  Weekly, a variety of 
professionals tweeted study guide questions for all participants to reflect and respond to key 
concepts.  The book study handle was #Friendshipbobcats.  The teachers who participated 
continue to be excited about learning and growing professionally as educators using social 
media.   
 
Three Hinson Middle students recently participated in the Florida State Science Fair in 
Lakeland.  This is the highest level of competition for Volusia County students. Congratulations 
to each of these outstanding science students: Grace Liu – 3rd place, Mathematics; Jaxson 
Worsham – 4th place, Microbiology; Rania Chehaitli – Honorable Mention, Environmental 
Science.  These are extraordinary honors because these students competed head to head with 
the best-of-the-best from all across the state of Florida.  
 
Horizon Elementary’s Cooper F. participated in the Orlando Sentinel District Spelling Bee on 
March 25, along with 17 other students from eight Central Florida counties.  Cooper didn’t 
hesitate when informed that the District Spelling Bee would take place during Volusia County’s 
spring break.  He studied the 14-page spelling list daily, and asked his parents to quiz him on 
the words.  Wearing his Captain America jacket for good luck, Cooper joined the other students, 

ranging in age from 10 to 15, in the Sentinel’s 56th annual competition. Cooper says he knows 
the word that tripped him up:  apparatchik, meaning “A very loyal member of an organization 
(such as a company or political party) who always obeys orders.” “I know how to spell it. I was 
just going too fast and I left out the third ‘a.’” A funny moment occurred when one of the 
contestants misspelled the word homburg (a man's felt hat with a stiff curled brim and a high 
crown creased lengthwise). “I looked at my parents when I heard her word.  That’s the word I 
misspelled last year when I lost the Volusia County Spelling Bee.”  He is certain he’ll never 
misspell the words apparatchik or homburg again! Cooper admits he was disappointed to come 
in 11th place, but still proud of his accomplishment.  “I still have three more years,” he says, 
adding that it’s nice not to have to study the words anymore.  He now has free time to ride his 
bike and skateboard, and play video games. 
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Kindergarten students at Indian River Elementary participated in an Easter-themed math and 
movement activity on April 3.  Parents donated filled plastic Easter eggs and parent volunteers, 

Marie Cascino, Nathan Maler, Wayne Baehre and Tishawn Williams “hid” the eggs and assisted 
with the hunt.  Students were instructed to “hop like a bunny” into the field to pick up their 
eggs.  Each student was allowed to pick up exactly 12 eggs, which they were obliged to count 
regularly as they gathered them.  Students created artistic collection baskets in their classrooms 
prior to the egg hunt and made bunny-ear headbands to wear.  The kindergarten team, Sharon 

Burch, Stacey Gray, Christa Marconi, Jackie Patenaude and Devin Rombach, collaborated for 

this activity and all classes participated together.  
 
The Indian River Elementary Florida Future Educators of America Club participated in the 23rd 
Annual FFEA District Conference at Atlantic High on April 11. Sponsors, Theresa Cameron, 
Diane LaRubbio and Angela Donley, escorted students to the event. Nathan W., fourth grade, 
won second place in the essay contest.  The club also won second place for their scrapbook 
entry and second place for their display board entry.  The theme for this year’s conference was, 
“Teachers Make the Impossible Possible.” 
 
Indian River Elementary students recently enjoyed a fun night of math and shopping at Publix 

Math Night.  The event took place at Publix Supermarket in Edgewater. Students received a set 
of grocery related math questions to answer by utilizing information found in the store, assisted by 
their parents and volunteer teachers.  Each child received a cookie, balloon and a goody 
bag.  The event was organized by Martha Carden, academic coach, and Sara Salzano, math 

coach. 
 
Students who attend the Indian River Elementary Extended Day Enrichment Program 
competed in a Spelling Bee on April 15.  The competition was arranged by EDEP Facilitator, 
Karen Chadwick, and all students were invited to participate.  First place winners received gift 
certificates from New Smyrna Beach Bowling, Edgewater Chick-Fil-A and Frosty King; second 
place winners received gift certificates from Edgewater Chick-Fil-A and Frosty King.  
 
Indian River Elementary selected student entries for the Volusia County Elementary Science 
Expo, to be held May 1 at the Volusia County Fairgrounds.  Chosen to participate are Emma 
Crouse, with “Lighten the Load with Pulleys,”  Sean Ranieri, with “Wifi Trouble,” Aidan Dailey, 
with “Bounce It,” and Kailey Price, with “The Jell-O Effect,” from Pamela Melton’s class; Tyler 
Puckett, with “How Do Different Surfaces Affect a Basketball’s Bounce?,” and Kyle Robinson, 
with “Which Liquid Will Rust a Nail Faster?,” from Tracy Caudill’s class.   
 
Students at Indian River Elementary had an exciting night sharing their artistic talents at “Artist 
Trading Card Night” on February 19. Following a general PTA meeting in Manatee Hall, students 
began at 6 p.m. with 20 minutes of creative fun using blank trading cards and art supplies 
provided by John Kinsey, head of the art department. Some students arrived with cards already 

prepared for trading in this much anticipated event. Following the initial creation time, students 
engaged in five minutes of brisk trading before settling down to create more cards. The process 
of drawing and trading continued throughout the night, allowing for students to share their art 
techniques with each other. Professional guest artists and art students from New Smyrna Middle 

and New Smyrna High participated in the trading and added another level to this learning 
experience. Plastic trading card sleeves were provided by bcwsupplies.com and distributed to 
participants. The school’s PTA was on hand to offer pizza, popcorn and drinks for sale at this 
family event. 
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First grade students at R.J. Longstreet Elementary became “Egg-Spert” scientists during the 
week leading up to Easter through a series of egg and science experiments.  The first graders put 

their “egg-spertise” to the test with two big events – an egg hunt followed by an egg drop. 
Students were challenged to engineer a device that would protect a raw egg from cracking 
when it was dropped from a considerable height.  Students were highly engaged and had a ton 
of fun competing in the egg drop.  Students, who were supported by parents, dropped their egg 
and the specially-designed protective cases from atop a picnic table.  Let’s just say some 

containers were “egg-cellent” and others failed. All in all, the students had fun and got to put 
their science lessons into action.  
 
As part of learning music from other countries, R.J. Longstreet Elementary students in grades 
kindergarten and first learned xylophone and drum accompaniments to several Irish tunes 
leading up to St. Patrick’s Day.  Students also learned to use movement to show pitch, rhythm 
and dynamics as they listened to live and recorded Irish tunes. Their practice culminated in a 
class time of Leprechaun dancing on the school lawn near the music room where they used 
streamers and scarves to move to the Irish music played.  Students explored various ways to 
move alone, with a partner and in large groups.  It was exciting to see a group of first graders 
organizing the class into a large circle and taking turns leading their peers in an original dance! 
The Leprechaun dancers were joined by music teacher Mrs. McLaughlin, who appropriately 
dressed in a special flowing green gown for the occasion.  
 
New Smyrna Beach High’s Engineering Academy competition team, SeaPerch Underwater, took 

second place at Embry-Riddle.  Eleven teams competed and the RoboCudas placed first among 
Volusia high schools.  The winning team was from Clay County.  Events were a presentation to 
judges, a timed obstacle course and a finesse event where they had to carefully maneuver their 
robot to move different objects around.  Everyone did a great job. 
 
Coach Kristin Bennett and assistant coaches, Jennifer Bostick, Mary Still and Dianne Campell, 
recently took the New Smyrna Beach Middle Special Olympics Cycling Team to compete in 
the area games at Atlantic Coast High School. Congratulations to the following students:  Bailey 
Brabham: 1st place (2K) and 3rd place (1K); Leke Tofade: 1st place (500m) and 1st place 
(1K);  Shane Hoover: 2nd place (500m); and Christian "Amir" Peters: 1st place (500m) and 1st 
place (1K). 
 
Colleen Bender, science teacher at New Smyrna Beach Middle, recently took three students to 
compete in the State Science Fair.  Congratulations to the following students: Meghan D’Arcy: 
Microbiology, 3rd Place; Kira Crage: Physics, 5th Place and $50 cash award from the Florida 
Association of Science Supervisors; and Joey Mikos: $25 cash award from the Suwannee 
Valley Regional Science and Engineering Fair. 
 
Samantha Hughes, art teacher at New Smyrna Beach Middle, shared some exciting news 
about her award winning art students.  1) Meghan D’Arcy won both the local and district 
competition for the Lion’s Club International World Peace Poster Contest. Her poster has been 
sent to the International level for judging. 2) Stephanie Hill’s “Blue Majesty” mask was featured 
on the invitation for the most recent exhibit at Arthaus in Port Orange. 3) Katlyn Dabney’s 
“Armadillo” pencil drawing and Kira Crage’s “Baitfish” print were selected to be shown in the 
Volusia Students Create exhibit at Ormond Memorial Art Museum.   
 
New Smyrna Beach Middle congratulates Ms. Thomas and her Brain Bowl team. They 
recently competed at Daytona State College and won first place in the middle school division. 
Congratulations also to the Stinger dance team, under the direction of Trisha Kudzol and 
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Amanda Muessig, that competed at Nationals in Orlando’s Wide World of Sports and won first 
place in High Kick and second place in Props.  
 
Students in Mrs. Megge’s 2nd grade class at Ortona Elementary conducted a scientific 

experiment to determine which material would best protect an egg from breaking.  Students 

developed their own hypothesis and created their eggs safety container independently.  The 
halls echoed with sounds of exuberance each time a hypotheses was tested and supported or 
disproved.  The second graders sounded like fifth graders as they discussed their observations 
using the correct scientific terms.  Are you smarter than a fifth grader?  Ortona dolphins sure 
are!  
 
Ortona Elementary Dolphins in Mrs. Strang’s third grade class are getting a step up on fourth 
grade math.  These youngsters are using manipulatives to decompose and solve double digit by 

double digit multiplication problems.  The math conversations these students are engaged in 
would make Einstein proud!  Way to go third grade dolphins! 
 
The Ortona Elementary Dolphins had a blast at the PTA Pajama Party.  The students, PTA 
members, teachers, interns and administrators that attended enjoyed a viewing of Big Hero 6, 
eating pizza and dancing away the night (until the 9 o’clock hour)!  Everyone knows dolphins 
know how to create a splash of fun!  The youngest dolphins, kindergarten and 1st grade 
students, swam north to the home of the Osceola Elementary Indians to have fun learning with 
a Jack Hartmann concert.  Even the oldest dolphins and Indians got in on the fun.  Everyone 

enjoyed practicing their letters and numbers to the up-beat sounds of Mr. Hartmann.  Of course, 
barrels of laughter erupted as everyone danced to the Tooty Ta!  

 
Students in Ms. Colucci’s 4th grade class at Ortona Elementary used iPad technology to 
complete a compare and contrast activity via the Popplet app.  The students read Green Eggs 
and Ham by Dr. Seuss and viewed the movie.  Their mission: to create a Popplet that compared 
and contrasted the piece of literature with the animated movie.  Students had to present their 
creations to their classmates and judge how the facts in their Popplet compared to the facts in 
the creations of their peers.  Inconsistent information was debated and either remained or 
removed from the Popplet following verification.  Way to go fourth graders!  
 
The students have taken control!  Fourth grade students at Ortona Elementary have been 
empowered to teach the skills they have mastered.  Portrayed in this photo, two of Ms. Colucci’s 

students are assisting a small group with remediating curriculum concepts.  Students in Ms. 
Hererra’s class created center activities and taught small groups how to use their respective 
activities.  The best activities were utilized in the center rotation schedule for the remainder of 
the week.   
 
Team Volusia, including Pine Ridge High senior Chancellor Hanson, took 3rd place overall in 
the state Academic Team competition out of six finalists in Orlando.  They made Volusia 
Schools very proud, beating Seminole, Collier and Manatee in the finals and missing second 
place by 14 points, or one question.  Congratulations Chancellor and Team Volusia!  
 
Congratulations to the Pine Ridge High girls flag football team for winning the Five Star 

Conference Championship!  The team is coached by Michelle King and Ed Murray and will 
move on to district competition April 27 at Timber Creek High in Orlando.  Their record is 7-1, 
with six wins in a row.  Great job! 
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Eight Pine Ridge High students attended the International Thespian Florida State Festival and 
did a spectacular job.  The students entered the maximum number of events allowed (all having 
received superior ratings at our District Competition) and not one performance was given less 
than an Excellent rating.  Paige Meyer received Excellents for both her Monologue and her 
Costume Design.  David Adler and Michael Busch, as well as Lizzy Parsons and Ian Grey, were 
awarded Excellents for their Duet Acting.  Daniela Anant earned an Excellent for her Costume 
Design.  Daniela and partner Grecia Espinoza received the highest rated Superior for their duet 
acting.  Last, but not least, Lizzy Parsons received Superior for her publicity design. The 
thespians perform under to tutelage of theatre teacher, Sally Daykin.  Well done!  
 
Port Orange Elementary hosted its 4th Annual Tiger Artists Trading Card Night.  This growing 

community event was initially funded by FUTURES in 2011. Margaret Williams, Port Orange 
Elementary art teacher, received the Creativity Award from FUTURES that year.  Elementary 
students, local artists, community members, teachers, parents and middle/high school 
volunteers all came together to create and trade miniature art work.  The students prepared all year 
long, creating 2 ½ inch by 3 ½ inch artwork.  Students used these cards to plan and revise their 

art projects throughout the year. Many Volusia elementary schools have been hosting these 
events in past years, as the trend continues to grow.  Art teachers from Sugar Mill, Coronado, 
South Daytona, Indian River, Creekside Middle and Spruce Creek High all participated and 
even brought their student art clubs to volunteer. Port Orange businesses, like Wal-Mart, also 
donated refreshments for over 300 guests.  Having dedicated students, staff, teachers and 
community members attend this event for the fourth year in a row confirms that the ARTS are 
alive and well in Volusia County Schools. 
 
River Springs Middle 7th graders, Olivia Honan and Coral Estes, will represent Florida Future 
Problem Solvers at the Future Problem Solvers (FPS) International Competition at Iowa State 
University in June.  The FPS competition features four days of stimulating, competitive problem 
solving, cooperative educational seminars and social activities.  Approximately 2,200 students 
from the United States and around the world will participate in this competition providing these 
two River Springs Middle students a unique opportunity to not only engage in stimulating 
activities, but learn about other cultures.  Many thanks to Shari Hazelton, DeBary Elementary 
guidance counselor, for her continued support and dedication to the entire FPS team.   
 
Congratulations to River Springs Middle 6th grade student, Alexander C.!  His artwork was 
selected to be on the front cover of the upcoming Celebrations Literary Journal. The issue will 
be sent to schools in May. Look for your copy!  Congratulations also to 8th grade student, Gavin 
Arnold, for earning 4th place overall in “Environmental Science” at the State Science Fair and 
8th grade student, Christopher Evers, for earning 2nd place for “Individual Documentary” at the 
Volusia County Schools Social Studies Fair. Christopher has been invited to attend the Florida 
History Fair in May. 
 
The Museum of Arts and Sciences brought a portable planetarium and 15 awesome science 

stations to South Daytona Elementary. Stations included: circuits, magnets, Newton’s Law, animal 

classification, air pressure, optics, robotics, sound, microscopes, human battery, motion and a 
star lab. 
 
The Spruce Creek Elementary annual Family Game Night will be held on Wednesday, April 29 
from 5 to 6:30 pm.  Pizza and drinks are available to order ahead. Family Game night was 
originated to encourage families to turn off electronics and enjoy sitting down with each other to 
play a variety of board games. This “face-to-face” interaction engages conversation and teaches 
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strategies for math problem solving as well as reading and social skills. Family Game Night is a 
great way to spend time as a family! 
 
To celebrate National Poetry Month, Starke Elementary students in grades 3-5 participated in 
the Starke Power of Poetry Contest. Students submitted an original poem of their choice to be 
considered for the grand prize: a poet’s reception featuring local poet Kevin Campbell, who also 

assisted in selecting the winning poems. Five students were chosen to attend to poet’s 
reception, where they received a writing journal and shared their poetry with Mr. Campbell. 
 
Starke Elementary is proud to have surpassed its school-wide Reading Counts goal of 20,000 

points! Starke reached 22,698 points and it is continuing to increase.  Way to go students and 

teachers for making reading count at Starke Elementary! 
 
Check Out ITV Launchpad 
 

Watch the latest edition of Volusia County Schools Launchpad – Rise Above Traveling Exhibit. 

                                               
For more information, to make comments or to add your name to the mailing list, please e-mail 
VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.  Click here to view prior 

editions of e-News. 
 

Follow us on Twitter 

 
@volusiaschools 
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