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School Board Meeting 
  
FINANCIAL STATUS OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
The school board heard a report regarding class size compliance.  This year, Volusia is in 
compliance with class size requirements as a result of very hard work to reduce expenditures in 
district departments and focus funds on instructional programs and staffing.  The district 
submitted its information to the state at the end of October and the state just released its official 
report, which noted 27% of districts are not in compliance.  Volusia’s 2013-14 budget included 
the addition of 107 teachers in order to meet class size; however, because student enrollment was 
up 800 students over projections, more teachers needed to be hired in addition to paying extra 
period supplements and utilizing team teachers to reduce the ratio. 
  
It was noted charter schools are not required to meet class size class-by-class, but rather 
schoolwide.  The penalty for not meeting class size is 50% of the base student allocation for 
every student over the limit, but for 2014-15 the penalty goes to 100%.  The penalty is not part of 
the class size amendment approved by voters, but rather was included in the statutory language. 
  
ANNUAL ENROLLMENT REPORT 
The school board heard a report regarding student enrollment.  The disparity between last year’s 
projection and this year’s enrollment is significant.  About 800 more students enrolled than we 
projected.  Usually the district loses students throughout the year, but this year the numbers are 
remaining stable indicating that new families are moving to the area.  Population growth in 
Florida is recovering and is forecast to continue strengthening.  To project enrollment, birth rates 
are used to anticipate kindergarten enrollment.  When the recession began in 2007-08, birth rates 
went down which would indicate a decline in enrollment; however Volusia saw an increase of 
about 200 kindergartners.  The model for projecting enrollment has now been changed and the 
district is being cautiously optimistic by showing an increase in kindergarten enrollment over the 
next few years.  Other issues that affect school enrollment include the unemployment rate, 
housing and foreclosures, virtual instruction, tax credit scholarships and charter schools. 
  
REPORT ON ARAMARK SERVICES 
The school board heard a presentation regarding ARAMARK and the first quarter of custodial 
services.  The contract is expected to save the district $6 million a year, which allows the district 
to shift financial resources to other needs.  In order to achieve the savings, changes needed to be 
made.  A new inspection form was created and requires a score of 85% or higher to achieve the 
expected standard.  The district average score is 87.07 with 70% of schools scoring above 85%.  
ARAMARK is improving communication among employees and principals, and performance is 
gradually getting better. 
  

https://www.boarddocs.com/fla/vcsfl/Board.nsf/files/9E8TC369A7EB/$file/Enrollment%20Report.pdf�
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SCHOOL BUS PURCHASE 
The school board heard a presentation regarding the purchase of 33 new IC school buses.  This is 
the first bus purchase since 2009.  The buses will be delivered and in service for the 2014-15 
school year.  Staff will continue to monitor improvements with alternative fuels and equipment 
and their use by other districts. 
  
DECLARING VACANT AND UNDEVELOPED PROPERTIES SURPLUS 
The school board approved declaring as surplus approximately 29 undeveloped acres at the 
southwest corner of Big Tree and Nova Roads in Daytona Beach, approximately 46 undeveloped 
acres on Irondale Street in Deltona, and Boston Avenue School at 340 N. Boston Ave. in 
DeLand.  These properties are believed to be unnecessary for school or ancillary purposes. They 
have been identified as candidates for sale as a means to generate capital revenue. 
  
WELLNESS POLICY 
The school board approved amendments to School Board Policy 521, Wellness Policy.  State law 
requires school districts to maintain an appropriate food and nutrition program for students 
consistent with state and federal laws.  The amendments 1) require schools to maintain evidence 
of meeting district wellness plan goals to comply with law; 2) provide for annual review of the 
policy; 3) updates definition of whole grain breads; and 4) reference district drug, alcohol and 
tobacco use polices. 
  
TRANSITIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM 
The school board endorsed supporting the Florida Association of District School Superintendents 
“Recommendations for a Transitional Accountability System,” which provides for a three-year 
transition period to fully implement new standards.  Detailed information is in the following 
documents: Executive Summary of Recommendations, Transition System Recommendations and 
Current System and Timeline. 
  
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
Several consent items were approved by the school board, including: 

•         Twenty-eight Seabreeze high students to travel to Ireland, Wales, Scotland and England, 
June 12-25, 2014. 

•         Memo of Understanding between the Florida Department of Education and the Volusia 
County School District to administer the High School Equivalency Exam to eligible 
Department of Juvenile Justice students. The Florida Department of Education will 
reimburse the school district for each student who passes the exam while enrolled in a 
juvenile justice program. 

•         School Improvement Plans for all elementary, middle and high schools, charter schools 
and alternative education. 

•         2013-14 testing calendars: elementary and secondary 
•         Grant application to Florida Power and Light Next Era Energy Foundation for an 

engineering and energy grant in the amount of $2,499 to provide materials and supplies 
for STEM activities in grades 6-12 math and science classes. 

                                                                        
NEXT SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
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Regular Meeting, Tuesday, January 14, 4 p.m., DeLand Administrative Complex, 200 N. Clara 
Avenue, DeLand. 
  
  
During school board meetings and workshops, a live audio broadcast can be accessed from the 
School District of Volusia County’s website at http://myvolusiaschools.org.  
  
To view prior editions of School Board Notes, please visit: http://myvolusiaschools.org.  Click on School Board, 
then click on School Board Notes in the left column. To add or remove your name from the mailing list, please e-
mail VCS Community Information at CommunityInformation@volusia.k12.fl.us.   
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