
New School Board Chairman Elected
 At its organizational session Tuesday, 
November 20, the School Board elected Diane 
Smith as chairman and Candace Lankford as 
vice-chairman, effective immediately.
 A primary election will be held December 18 
to select a replacement for the District 2 School 
Board seat held by Dr. Al Williams until his 
death.  A special election will be held January 
15, if necessary.  School board members are 
elected in nonpartisan races in the district they 
represent. 
 In addition, Mrs. Linda Costello was sworn 

into office by the Circuit Judge Randell Rowe for a four year term to expire 
in November, 2016. 

message from

(continued on page 7)

Dear Team Volusia,

 During this 2012 
holiday season, we have 
much to appreciate. Even with 
our ongoing school district 
financial challenges, I am 
grateful that we are focusing 
on students as our priority. 
I am tremendously proud of 
teachers, support staff and 
administrators for caring 
about each and every one of 
the children and young people 
in the school system.  Those 
of us in education are very 
generous to Volusia students 
and their families throughout 
the holiday season. 

 We also appreciate 
and are thankful for the 
camaraderie of our colleagues 
in the workplace. Team Volusia 
has always been a family and 
we pull together in tough 
times. We are glad that there 

November 2012

Dr. Margaret A. Smith

Superintendent

Ormond Beach Middle Celebrates 
Rededication 

by Mary Ellen Speidel
 After recognizing 50 years 
of educational excellence in 
2011, Ormond Beach Middle 
School marked another milestone 
and dedicated its new facility on 
October 24. In the midst of Red 
Ribbon Week, the entire student 
body, parents, teachers, staff, 
community leaders, construction 
representatives and district personnel gathered outside to celebrate and 
show their appreciation for all who contributed to the new structures. 
 Conducted by Constance Poitier, the OBMS chorus sang America 
the Beautiful in remembrance of former School Board Chairman, Dr. 
Al Williams. Following a welcome by emcee, Dr. Mary Ellen Speidel, 
the ceremony began as principal, Mr. Matt Krajewski, offered opening 
remarks. Featured speakers included Dr. Margaret Smith, Superintendent 

(continued on page 2)
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Have you 
Designated Your 

Beneficiary ?
     Nearly half of Volusia County Schools benefit 
eligible employees have not designated a beneficiary 
to direct payment of Florida Retirement System 
(FRS) benefits that may be due upon death.  Others 
may need to update their information due to 
personal changes that have occurred over the years.  
You have options.  Forms can be completed on-line, 
by mail or even by fax.  Log on to MyFRS.com to 
view your personal information.  More questions?  
Call the MyFRS Financial Guidance Line at 1-866-
446-9377.  Forms are also available on the district’s 
website.

     Now is also a good time to check on beneficiary 
information for your district life insurance and 
tax shelter account, if you have one.  For your life 
insurance, contact Elaine Rosa at Reames Employee 
Benefits Solutions, Inc. by e-mail at elaine@reamesebs.
com or by phone at 386-523-9700.  For tax shelter 
accounts, contact your agent or company.  The 
current list of approved agents/companies is available 
on the Insurance and Employee Benefits website.

(continued from page 1)

Superintendent
are so many parents and community members 
who value our dedication to Volusia schools and 
students. We can have pride in the outstanding 
partnerships that we build with our businesses 
and higher education institutions.

 Over the next few weeks, let’s make 
a special effort to show appreciation to our 
families, friends and school district colleagues 
as we enjoy the opportunity to celebrate the 
holidays. I wish each of you joy and peace!

 Yours in Education,

 Margaret A. Smith, D.Ed.
 Superintendent of Schools

School Board of Volusia County
Mrs. Diane Smith, Chairman

Ms. Candace Lankford, Vice-Chairman
Mrs. Linda Costello
Mr. Stan Schmidt

Superintendent of Schools
Dr.  Margaret A. Smith

Address correspondence to:
The Educator
Editor,  Liz Perpiñan,   Human  Resources
LMPerpin@volusia.k12.fl.us

Contributing Editors:
Ann Conley, Technology  Services
Brenda  Brett,  Technology Services
Denise  Dietrich,  Superintendent’s Office 
Evette  Gonzalez, Human  Resources 
D’Lorah Hyacinth,  Human  Resources 
Dana  Paige-Pender,  Human  Resources 
Pat Travis, Community  Information
Nancy Wait,  Community Information

Happy Holidays!

http://myvolusiaschools.org/insurance/Pages/Retirement-and-DROP.aspx
http://myvolusiaschools.org/insurance/Pages/Retirement-and-DROP.aspx
mailto:elaine%40reamesebs.com?subject=VCS%20-%20Beneficiary%20Information%20inquiry
mailto:elaine%40reamesebs.com?subject=VCS%20-%20Beneficiary%20Information%20inquiry
http://myvolusiaschools.org/insurance/Pages/Tax-Sheltered-Annuities.aspx
mailto:LMPerpin%40volusia.k12.fl.us?subject=The%20Educator
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 Our Safety Initiative Committee has been hard at 
work behind the scene promoting our safety campaign 
to keep our students safe.  Last month we recognized 
the Poster and Public Safety Awareness video winners to 
help spread the safety message throughout our school 
community.  Congratulations to all participants and 
winners!  
     We conducted a one day, district-wide survey asking 
each student what mode of transportation they utilized 
to get to school and the results showed that 9.7 percent 
of the students walk and 3.1 percent ride their bike to 
school.  Our numbers measure up to the national average 
of 13 percent of students who either walk or ride their 
bike to school.   In Volusia, 40 percent of the students ride 
the bus to school which leaves the remaining students, 47 
percent, transported in a family vehicle or other mode of 
transportation.    
     As we analyzed the 27 cases from last year’s incidents 
and the 12 cases this year, one common theme keeps 
coming to the surface and that is distraction.  Of the cases 
this year, half of the accidents were caused by the students 
themselves not being focused on being safe.   
     We all know that kids can be unpredictable.  They 
don’t always follow safety guidelines and as hard as we 
have worked the past 14 months to educate our students 
about the steps they can take to get themselves safely to 
school and back, the safety burden still remains on the 
drivers.  
     We must expect the unexpected, stay focused on 
the task at hand which is driving the vehicle, stay off 
cell phones, and anticipate kids to be in and around the 
roadways we travel.  If you bring your child to school, 
support our principals and their safety efforts by following 
the parent pick-up/drop-off traffic patterns.  As always, talk 
to your student about being safe; just a few extra minutes 
can save a life!
     Together we can change this trend and keep our 
students safe. For tips on vehicle and pedestrian safety 
visit http://www.flhsmv.gov/SafetyTips/index.html or view 
our PSA and poster winners on Safari Montage.

Student Safety

Safety Initiative - 
Update

      
 Dr. Al Williams, chairman of the School Board 
of Volusia County, passed away the morning of October 
1st surrounded by family 
and friends.  Dr. Williams 
represented District 2, 
including the greater 
Daytona Beach area, 
Daytona Beach Shores, 
Ponce Inlet, South Daytona 
and a portion of Port 
Orange.  
      “Dr. Williams was a 
loyal member of the ‘Team 
Volusia’ family,” stated Superintendent Margaret Smith.  
“He had a big personality and a bigger heart for students, 
teachers and the world of education.  Dr. Al, as he was 
affectionately known, will be deeply missed.”
      Dr. Williams was a dedicated family man, an 
accomplished educator and administrator, an active 
community volunteer and successful businessman.  He 
dedicated his life to providing a quality education for every 
child and an excellent working environment for teachers. 
Dr. Williams’ education included a doctoral degree in 
educational administration from Columbia University, a 
master’s degree from both Northeastern Illinois University 
and Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, and a bachelor’s 
degree from St. Mary’s College in Minnesota. 
       Dr. Williams was a teacher and a professor and 
worked as an educational consultant for low performing 
high schools for Chicago Public Schools.  He was also 
the executive director of the personnel department for the 
Austin (Texas) Independent School District 
       From 1984-1992, Dr. Williams  served as a Volusia 
County School Board member and was re-elected to the 
school board in 2004 when he returned to Florida.  He had 
just won a new four-year term in the August primary.
 In recognition and remembrance of Dr. Alfred C. 
Williams, a proclamation was made at the School Board 
meeting held October 5th.  
 A primary election will be held December 18 to 
select a replacement for the District 2 School Board seat.  A 
special election will be held January 15, if necessary.

School Board Mourns 
Death of Chairman, 
Dr. Al Williams

http://www.flhsmv.gov/SafetyTips/index.html
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FUTURES! Foundation

The Power of Team Volusia 
2012-2013 Payroll Deduction Campaign

     The FUTURES Foundation for Volusia County Schools will kick off its Payroll Deduction campaign from November through January.  We 
want to increase funding so we can better serve our students, teachers, and staff of Volusia County Public Schools.  We need your involvement 
in order for the campaign to be successful.  
     We appreciate all those who currently are giving through Payroll Deduction.  However, only 4% of all VCS employees participate.  Our 
campaign this year is focusing on “The Power of Team Volusia.”  We are hoping to achieve 100% participation.  Just think, if every employee 
gave $.50 per paycheck (a total of $1.00 per month), we would raise approximately $63,000!  This would have a dramatic impact on what the 
Foundation could do for our school district. Each contributor will be recognized in FUTURES newsletter, and will be given a pin acknowledging 
his/her support and belief in the public schools of Volusia County.  At the end of each year, all those contributing $60.00 or more ($3.00 per 
pay) will receive a special gift from FUTURES.  Also, if you are currently giving, perhaps you would consider a small increase?
     Program Facts:

•	 The initiative was actually proposed by the Volusia County teachers and staff who wanted to help.
•	 All contributions are tax deductible as allowed by law.  (Your contribution will be noted on your W-2 form).
•	 Anyone who signed up in the past does not need to submit another form unless he/she wishes to change the amount presently donated.
•	 All dollars received will go toward providing programs that benefit our students and staff.
•	 Remember, by taking part in this easy plan, you are helping FUTURES to help you!

     We hope that you will give this program your heartfelt consideration.  Just think of all the current unmet needs that could be fulfilled if we 
all pulled together!  

Go TEAM VOLUSIA!
Check out our web page www.FuturesVolusia.org 

Four New Five Star Schools!
 This year four schools are first-time recipients of 
the Five Star School Award: Citrus Grove Elementary, 
DeLand High, Deltona High, and Holly Hill School.  
For the past eighteen years the Five Star School Award 
has been the highest award for exemplary community 
involvement bestowed by the Florida 
Department of Education.  To qualify 
for this award, a school must achieve 
and document 100% of 29 criteria in 
the categories of business partnerships, 
family involvement, volunteers, student 
community service, and school advisory 
councils.  The number of recipients has 
grown from seven schools in 1999 to 59 
schools this year, the highest total to date.  

 The following Five Star 
Schools were recognized by the school 
board on September 25, 2012:  Blue Lake Elementary, 
Campbell Middle, Champion Elementary, The Chiles 
Academy, Chisholm Elementary, Citrus Grove Elementary, 
Coronado Beach Elementary, Creekside Middle, Cypress 
Creek Elementary, DeBary Elementary, DeLand High, 
Deltona High, Deltona Lakes Elementary, Deltona Middle, 

Discovery Elementary, Edgewater Public, Enterprise 
Elementary, Forest Lake Elementary, Freedom Elementary, 
Friendship Elementary, Galaxy Middle, George Marks 
Elementary, Heritage Middle, David C. Hinson, Sr. Middle, 
Holly Hill School, Horizon Elementary, Indian River 

Elementary, R.J. Longstreet Elementary, 
Manatee Cove Elementary, New Smyrna 
Beach High, New Smyrna Beach Middle, 
Ormond Beach Elementary, Ormond 
Beach Middle, Ortona Elementary, 
Osceola Elementary, Osteen Elementary, 
Palm Terrace Elementary, Pathways 
Elementary, Port Orange Elementary, Pride 
Elementary, Read-Pattillo Elementary, 
Seabreeze High, Silver Sands Middle, 
South Daytona Elementary, Southwestern 
Middle, Spirit Elementary, Spruce 

Creek Elementary, Spruce Creek High, Edith I. Starke 
Elementary, Sugar Mill Elementary, Sunrise Elementary, 
Sweetwater Elementary, T. DeWitt Taylor Middle-High,  
Timbercrest Elementary, Tomoka Elementary, Turie T. 
Small Elementary, Volusia Pines Elementary, Westside 
Elementary, and Woodward Avenue Elementary schools.

http://www.FuturesVolusia.org
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Teacher of the Year

Volusia Schools Announces Finalists for 
Teacher of the Year

Alternative Education (Highbanks Learning Center)  - Jo Ann 
Williams Turman
Atlantic High - Lewis H.  Hartman
Blue Lake Elementary - Leslie Hall
Campbell Middle - Latisha R.  Brown
Champion Elementary - Doug Witter
Chisholm Elementary - Anastazija Evans
Citrus Grove Elementary - Linda M.  Berner
Coronado Beach Elementary - Robert  Heer
Creekside Middle - Becky Ling
Cypress Creek Elementary - Brian K. Wheeler
DeBary Elementary - Melanie Kestory
DeLand High - Richard Allen Jones
DeLand Middle - Jonathan Pearce
Deltona High - Joy Burke
Deltona Lakes Elementary - Dylan Campbell
Deltona Middle - Claudia M. Colburn Griffin
Discovery Elementary - Kristy Kasye
Edgewater Public - Linda K. Bradley
Enterprise Elementary - Heather Leigh McCosh
Forest Lake Elementary - Kelly A.  Boulware
Freedom Elementary - Miriam Wolman Newman
Friendship Elementary - Lydia J.  Webster Rosenberg
Galaxy Middle - Sandra Quiñones Jimenez
George Marks Elementary - Emily Macri
Heritage Middle - Jami L. Atkinson
Hinson Middle - Teresa  Prophit
Holly Hill School - Laurel Taufer Stevenson
Horizon Elementary - Cheryl  Milholland
Indian River Elementary - Elizabeth  Janosky
Longstreet Elementary - Laura  Smith
Mainland High - Jennifer Clayton
Manatee Cove Elementary - Heather  Long
McInnis Elementary - Susan Kelleher
New Smyrna Beach High - Elizabeth Davis Bossé
New Smyrna Beach Middle - Debra Lee Triplett
Orange City Elementary - Michael Justin Holder

Ormond Beach Elementary - Lori A.  Strasser
Ormond Beach Middle - Roberta  Campbell
Ortona Elementary - Melissa Sharman Shaw
Osceola Elementary - Meredith L.  Gilbert
Osteen Elementary - April Martin
Palm Terrace Elementary - Sabrina Denise Burnam
Pathways Elementary - Megan Pellicer
Pierson Elementary - Christie Y. Henry
Pine Ridge High - Charles A.  Lundell, III
Pine Trail Elementary - Kenneth J. O’Brien
Port Orange Elementary - Leah M.  Moss
Pride Elementary - Michelle Mara
Read-Pattillo Elementary - Audra Bennett
River Springs Middle - Tamara Neusch
Seabreeze High - Aaron  Goldstone
Silver Sands Middle - Charlotte Rose Besse
South Daytona Elementary - Jamie M.  Frey
Southwestern Middle - Rosa  Salgado
Spirit Elementary - Lisa Richling
Spruce Creek Elementary - Dayna Williams 
Spruce Creek High - Brent Rohol
Starke Elementary - Emily E. Edwards
Sugar Mill Elementary - Lianne Marie Whitson
Sunrise Elementary - Iliana Torres-Insignares
Sweetwater Elementary - Erin F. Bass
Taylor Middle High - Kelly A.  Johnson
Timbercrest Elementary - Sandra Thomas Oglesby
Tomoka Elementary - Amber Leahey McAndrew
Turie T. Small Elementary - Virginia Mazza
University High - Jorge Azúcar
Volusia Pines Elementary - Rob  Addonizio
Volusia Virtual-Online Learning - Mariana B.  Bianco
Westside Elementary - Jennifer M. Dietz
Woodward Avenue Elementary - Melissa L. Holyfield

Congratulations to all nominees!

     Each of Volusia County’s public schools has selected its Teacher of the Year.  The 70 winners, chosen by their peers, are 
nominated to compete for the honor of Volusia County School District’s 2014 Teacher of the Year (see list of names below).  The 
current Volusia County Teacher of the Year is Leslie Birney, a 4th grade teacher from Citrus Grove Elementary, DeLand.   
 
     The 2014 district Teacher of the Year winner will be announced at a gala banquet on Friday, January 25, and will be 
nominated for the state Teacher of the Year program. Finalists are:

Jami L. Atkinson, ESE consultation teacher/ academic coach, Heritage Middle
Emily E. Edwards, 4th grade, Starke Elementary
Melanie Kestory, 3rd grade, DeBary Elementary
Amber Leahey McAndrew, 4th/5th grade gifted, Tomoka Elementary
Jonathan Pearce, history/civics, DeLand Middle

2014 Teacher of the Year Nominees (Alphabetical by School)
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Cookin’ Corner

Pocket Pies Filled with Leftovers

Ingredients
Cream Cheese Pastry Dough
All-purpose flour, for rolling
Cooked, shredded turkey 
(optional)
Prepared mashed potatoes 
(optional)
Prepared sweet potatoes 
(optional)
Prepared stuffing (optional)
Cranberry sauce (optional)
1 large egg, beaten

Directions
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Line a baking sheet with 
parchment paper and set aside.

Working with one disk of dough at a time, roll out dough 
on a lightly floured work surface. Using an overturned 
bowl about 5 inches in diameter as a guide, cut out three 
circles; set aside. Gather dough scraps, reroll, and repeat 
cutting process. Repeat process with remaining disk of 
dough.

For each pocket pie, mix together a 1/4 cup of filling 
using turkey, mashed or sweet potatoes, stuffing, and/or 
cranberry sauce as desired. Place each 1/4 cup filling on 
one side of each dough circle. Moisten edges lightly with 
water and fold dough over filling to form a half circle. 
Pinch edges of dough together to seal and crimp with a 
fork.

Place pocket pies on a prepared baking sheet; transfer to 
refrigerator until chilled slightly, about 10 minutes. Pierce 
each pie on the top twice using the tines of a fork and 
brush with egg.

Transfer to oven and bake until golden brown, 20 to 25 
minutes. Let pies cool 5 minutes before serving. Pies can 
also be cooled and frozen, then reheated in the microwave.

Cream Cheese Pastry Dough
 

Ingredients
8 tablespoons unsalted butter, room temperature
4 ounces cream cheese, room temperature
1/4 cup heavy cream
1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour plus 2 tablespoons, plus 
more for rolling out the dough
1/2 teaspoon coarse salt

Directions
Process the butter, cream cheese, and cream in a food 
processor, electric mixer, or by hand to thoroughly 
combine.

Add the flour and salt. 
Process just until combined 
and the dough holds together 
in a ball. Turn the dough out 
onto a well-floured surface. 
Divide into 2 pieces. Flatten 
into disks and wrap each in 
plastic wrap. Refrigerate for 
at least 30 minutes before 
rolling out. If the dough is 
chilled overnight, take it out 
15 minutes before rolling out.

Rub flour all over a rolling pin. Working with one dough 
disk at a time, place the disk on a clean, well-floured 
surface. Applying some pressure with the rolling pin, roll 
gently from the center of the dough to the top and bottom 
edges. Rotate the disk and roll to the top and bottom 
edges again. Reflour the work surface and rolling pin, turn 
the dough over, and continue to roll the dough from the 
center out to the edges. Turn over and roll again, rotating 
the disk to ensure even rolling until the dough is about 12 
inches in diameter, thin but not transparent.

All pictures and recipes from marthastewart.com.  

Are you still fretting over what to do with Thanksgiving leftovers?  Soups and sandwiches are 
the typical “go-to” for these tasty remnants, but let’s try something a little different!  

Source:  http://www.marthastewart.com/348770/pocket-pies-filled-leftovers?czone=food/thanksgiving-center/thanksgiving-center-leftover&cente
r=0&gallery=275078&slide=348770

http://www.marthastewart.com/348770/pocket-pies-filled-leftovers?czone=food/thanksgiving-center/thanksgiving-center-leftover&center=0&gallery=275078&slide=348770
http://www.marthastewart.com/348770/pocket-pies-filled-leftovers?czone=food/thanksgiving-center/thanksgiving-center-leftover&center=0&gallery=275078&slide=348770
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Payroll Department 

Tax time is 
right around 
the corner…

     If you are not already receiving your W2 statements 
online or if you are new to Volusia County Schools, please 
take a moment and sign-up to receive your 2012 W2 Wage 
and Tax Statement online through our secure employee 
ePortal.  

     Simply logon to the ePortal, click on the Payroll tab and 
then the “W-2” tab and complete the consent to receive your 
W-2 online. 

     Online statements are more convenient, secure, cost 
effective, and environmentally friendly than using paper 
statements. W2 statements have been available electronically 
since 2007 and employees are easily accessing these 
statements online.  Electronic statements for tax year 2012 
may be available as early as January 9, 2013. 

     If you choose not to use the online retrieval, paper 
statements will be mailed or ready for pick up at your work 
site on January 31st.  Please verify that we have your correct 
mailing address which is displayed on your pay stub and on 
the e-Portal Human Resources tab under “Personal Info.”

     For assistance with accessing ePortal - contact customer 
service at extension 20000.

     Thank you,  

     The Payroll Department

of Schools, Ms. Judy Conte, School Board Vice-Chairman, Mr. 
Bill Starmer, architect, Mr. Paul Fulks, project manager, Mr. 
Ed Kelley, Mayor of Ormond Beach, and Ms. Susan Persis, on 
behalf of Mr. Carl Persis, former principal.  The school mascot, a 
Panther named “Pawz,” distributed personalized bricks from the 
original 1961 cafeteria to honored guests and those who worked 
on the construction project.
 After a resounding countdown by the students, Dr. Smith, 
Ms. Conte, and Mr. Krajewski cut the official green ribbon as 
the OBMS band, under the baton of William Guthrie, presented 
the Sandy Bay March.  Guests were treated to a campus tour, 
time capsule ceremony and reception where the school orchestra 
performed, directed by Kathy Finn.
 Opened in 1961 by principal, Andy Romano, Ormond 
Beach Junior High was built on 35 acres near Tomoka State Park.  
Over time, the campus expanded to 28 buildings with portables.  
Designed by Starmer-Ranaldi Architects and constructed by 
the HJ High Company, the current campus now houses four 
two-story and two single-story brick buildings around a large, 
central courtyard. The media center has a TV production studio. 
Classrooms feature Promethean Boards or smart screens with 
LCD projection and audio-enhancement technology as well as 
wireless communication.  The performing arts wing includes a 
band and chorus suite with sound-proof practice rooms, acoustic 
cabinets, and the ET Harmony Director System.  The art room 
has a kiln, spotlight system and acid-stained concrete floor. 
Special program and career education classes offer state-of-the art 
enhancements.  Students enjoy the gym and its fitness room with 
Dance, Dance Revolution (DDR), as well as outdoor tennis and 
basketball courts and a track.  All campus areas are accessible for 
persons with disabilities. 
 A gift from the community to future generations of 
students, Ormond Beach Middle School was the last project 
funded with the half-cent sales tax. Ormond Beach Middle 
school serves about 1100 students.  This event reflected the 
school motto: The legacy of excellence continues.

(continued from page 1)

Rededication

Let Your Voice Be Heard…If you have enjoyed this edition of the Volusia County District Newsletter, The Educator, let us know. If you didn’t, 
tell us that as well.  Your opinion is important and your feedback will help to provide insight about what is important to you.  Have an idea 
for an article?  Or perhaps you’d like to write an article yourself!  Send your idea and/or information to the editor at lmperpin@volusia.
k12.fl.us. You may see your idea (or your article) in an upcoming issue!

Wellness Corner
Did you know you can get FREE gym access?

Last August, the district held a Health Risk Assessment (HRA) fair for all employees.  Employees who attended 
the HRA are eligible for a FREE gym access.  For a list of available gyms, sign onto your ePortal account and 
select the eCare tab, Wellness Links.  

Make your goal for 2013 to get healthy and look great!

...logon to the ePortal...

mailto:elaine%40reamesebs.com?subject=VCS%20-%20Beneficiary%20Information%20inquiry
mailto:lmperpin%40volusia.k12.fl.us?subject=The%20Educator%20
mailto:lmperpin%40volusia.k12.fl.us?subject=The%20Educator%20
https://ww2.volusia.k12.fl.us/eportal/DesktopDefault.aspx?timeout=true
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AREA I NEWS

Mr. Tom Russell
Area Superintendent

Atlantic High School
As a sponsor for “Cell Phones for Soldiers,” 
members of Atlantic High’s “Fin”esse are collecting 
unwanted or outdated cell phones. This is a 
mission to provide free communication tools for 
U.S. military personnel serving overseas.  Old cell 
phones will be collected and then sold to a recycler; 
with that money, phone cards will be purchased 
and donated to soldiers all over the world.  Eighty 
percent of all calls home by active duty soldiers 
are made using these cards. Help a soldier tell his 
mom, “Hi, mom. I love you. I’m okay.”  Unwanted 
cell phones can be dropped off at Atlantic High’s 
front office.

Blue Lake Elementary School
The media center of Blue Lake Elementary was 
once again bustling with activity as record numbers 
of guests came to celebrate Grandparents Day. 
This was the third year the school has held the 
celebration.  Visiting Grandparents and other 
special guests were welcomed to the school and 
escorted to the media center by members of 
the school’s Safety Patrol where they enjoyed a 
continental breakfast provided by the school’s PTA 
and were treated to the 1st and 2nd grade class of 
Naii Colon singing the National Grandparents’ 
Day song, “Oh, Grandma, Grandpa.”  The visiting 
grandparents also had the opportunity to visit 
the classrooms of their grandchildren where they 
enjoyed participating in lessons and interacting 
with the students and teachers.

Chisolm Elementary School
Art teacher, Mary Tappan, is sponsoring Works of 
heART Club, an afterschool art club for students 
who are interested in expanding their art skills, 
learning new art making processes and helping 
to improve the school community.  Through 
guided individual and group projects, students will 
create personal artworks as well as public projects.  
Students will host an exhibit and silent art auction 
to bring funding back into the Art Club and 
donate a portion to the Chissy Store.  This is made 
possible through a FUTURES Foundation mini-
grant.  The club’s mission statement is:  To instill 
and nurture new art skills, creative thinking, and 
a sense of benevolence in Art Club participants, 
through the act of creating and displaying art.

Coronado Elementary School
Congratulations to Coronado Beach Elementary 
art teacher, Steve Hardock, who had his art work 
chosen for the official Jazz Fest merchandise.  His 
art work was displayed on the official poster, hat 
and T-shirt for the 12th annual New Smyrna 
Beach Jazz Festival.  The Jazz Fest was held in 
September at venues throughout the New Smyrna 
Beach waterfront loop.

Deland Middle School
•	 The Terrier Recycling Team (TRT) at 

DeLand Middle recycled over 16,000 lbs 
of paper, over 9,000 plastic bottles and over 
800 aluminum cans last school year.  The 
school and community has filled the bin used 
to collect paper more than eight times since 
January.  TRT is a team of 40 students and 
two adults who are volunteers.  Students are 
not only learning about recycling, but about 
being philanthropists who can make the 
world a better place.

•	 DeLand Middle sponsored a “Parent Pinnacle 
Night” to provide an opportunity for parents 
to get training on how to navigate the 
Pinnacle Grading System (VIMS) and set up 
preferences on their account.  Several teachers 
and staff volunteered to help train parents.

Discovery Elementary School
Discovery Elementary 3rd, 4th and 5th grade 
students participated in a mock presidential 
election in a simulated polling precinct on 
November 2.  The mock election process helped 
students understand the election of officials and 
the power of the voting process.

Deltona Lakes Elementary School
•	 The Jewish Federation of Volusia County 

helps Deltona Lakes Elementary students 
every year with donated supplies and 
backpacks.  This year, the school held a 
toilet paper drive to give back to the Jewish 
Federation’s Jerry Doliner Food Bank.  Any 
child who brought a 4-roll package of toilet 
paper received a new backpack (while supplies 
lasted).  Ice cream parties were offered for the 
top two winning classes: one from grades 
K-1-2 and one from grades 3-4-5.  Donations 
were collected throughout September.  The 
goals was to break the 2,000 mark and surpass 

the 1,800 rolls collected in 2010.
•	 Adekunle Gbadamosi, a 5th grade student at 

Deltona Lakes Elementary, was recognized 
as a Super Star Student at the Deltona 
City Commission Meeting on October 1.  
Adekunle earned this honor for being a 
respectful and responsible role model student, 
serving as an outstanding safety patrol, being 
a high academic achiever, and an honor 
roll student.  He received a certificate from 
Deltona Mayor John Masiarczyk.

Edgewater Public Elementary School
Every Wednesday for the month of October, 
Edgewater Public faculty and staff and the 
Edgewater Fire Department wore pink to support 
breast cancer awareness.  The faculty and staff 
all purchased specially designed pink shirts 
for themselves and family members from the 
Edgewater Fire Department; all the money raised 
in the sale of the shirts went toward breast cancer 
research.

Enterprise Elementary School
•	 A fifth grader at Enterprise Elementary 

entered the “The Big Help I Wanna Play” 
sweepstakes sponsored by Nickelodeon and 
won the grand prize of $100,000.  Enterprise 
will receive the money to either update 
their current playground or add a custom 
Nickelodeon playground to the existing site.  
The student winner will take a trip to the 
2013 Kids’ Choice Awards to be held in Los 
Angeles, CA for a presentation of the award.

•	 Mrs. Sandra Roberts, a NASA teacher at the 
space center, was a guest speaker recently at 
Enterprise Elementary.  She demonstrated the 
distance from the sun to Earth by unraveling 
string designed according to scale, explained 
about the stars and their different lights and 
brought special solar sunglasses. With these 
sunglasses the students were able to look at 
the sun and see an object that looked like an 
orange!  Who knew? She gave the students 
posters, pencils and a great deal of insider 
NASA knowledge.

Freedom Elementary School
“Yes, Virginia the Musical” is coming to Freedom 
Elementary.  Students will perform under the 
direction of music teacher, Craig Uppercue.  
The production is geared for students in grades 
three through six, reflecting the ages of the child 
characters in both the stage and television versions.  
Macy’s selected 100 schools around the nation and 
provided grants of $1,000 to help defray the costs 
of putting on the musical.  Freedom Elementary 

News and events/activities provided by each school.  If  
you  wish  to  share  information regarding your school, 
please  contact “The Educator” editor via email at :  
lmperpin@volusia.k12.fl.us.

mailto:lmperpin%40volusia.k12.fl.us.?subject=The%20Educator
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is fortunate to have been selected as one of 100 
schools across the nation to present this show!  The 
performances will be scheduled in December.

Friendship Elementary School
•	 Maria Martoral, principal at Friendship 

Elementary, has been selected to participate 
in the inaugural Commissioner’s Leadership 
Academy.  Her selection was based on 
producing meaningful results with students 
and having impressive interpersonal skills 
with staff and members of the school/business 
community.

•	 Lydia Rosenberg’s 4th grade class at Friendship 
Elementary is on fire!  Kindle Fire, that is.  
Mrs. Rosenberg was recently awarded a $500 
Kappa Delta Pi grant from the University of 
Central Florida.  With the grant, designed to 
promote literacy, she purchased three Kindle 
Fires on which students read digital copies of 
fiction and nonfiction during their Reader’s 
Workshop time.  She combined them with a 
Kindle app for classroom computers so that 
students benefit from an hour-long rotation 
of reading on the Kindles, the computers 
or traditional books.  The class plans to use 
their Kindles to do research, as well.  Mrs. 
Rosenberg has added a white board app 
which she uses in place of dry erase boards 
and markers.  Friendship’s SAC committee 
graciously funded Otter Boxes to make the 
Kindles shatter resistant.

Heritage Middle School
Carolyn Carbonell, principal at Heritage Middle 
School, was recently honored with a Patriot Award 
from the Employer Support of the Guard and 
Reserve (ESGR), a Department of Defense Agency.  
The award is in recognition of extraordinary 
support of employees who serve in the Guard 
or Reserve and was created to publicly recognize 
individuals who provide outstanding patriotic 
support and cooperation to their employees who 
have answered the nation’s call to serve.    Ms. 
Carbonell was nominated for the award by Petty 
Officer 1st Class Samuel Story, a Navy Reservist 
and former Heritage Middle social studies teacher, 
who recently moved from the area.

Indian River Elementary School 
•	 Indian River Elementary was the overall 

elementary school winner of the Sumdog’s 
Volusia County contest held in September.  
Sumdog is a free mathematical game that 
engages students of all abilities.  Jennifer 
Bonamo, 4th grade teacher, entered Indian 
River Elementary into the contest with 

participating 48 students who answered 
questions over the Internet.  A total of 16 
Volusia County schools participated.  More 
information can be found at http://www.
sumdog.com.

•	 Karen Chadwick, site facilitator for the 
extended day program, won the Florida After 
School Alliance (FASA) Award of Excellence 
for the enrichment she provides for students 
after school. This award was presented at the 
annual FASA Conference where she received 
a plaque.  She was also awarded a certificate 
from the organization for “Soaring Beyond 
Expectations.”

Manatee Cove Elementary School
Manatee Cove Elementary held a Walk-A-Thon 
“Go Take A Hike” event on International Walk 
to School Day.  The purpose for the walk-a-thon 
was to promote health and wellness and to raise 
money for new physical education equipment. The 
event involved all students, parents, community 
members, volunteers and the faculty.

New Smyrna Beach Middle School
New Smyrna Beach Middle held its 2nd Annual 
Family, Fitness and Fun Event to promote fitness 
for families on Saturday, November 17.  Many 
games and exercise tests were offered, as well as 
contests, races, dance and martial arts.

Pine Ridge High School
•	 Pine Ridge High was selected to receive a 

$1,000 grant funded by State Farm for the 
school’s SADD (Students Against Destructive 
Decisions) chapter.  This same group 
participated in Red Ribbon Week with an 
activity called SADD Ghost Out.  On October 
22, every 51 minutes an announcement was 
made and the Grim Reaper would enter a 
classroom to “ghost out” a student or teacher.  
This symbolized that a life is lost every 51 
minutes as a result of an impaired driving 
crash.  The person who was “ghosted out” 
was not allowed to speak or interact with 
anyone the rest of the day.  At the end of the 
day the following announcement was made: 
“If you were disturbed or troubled by the 
ghost out announcement every 51 minutes 
today, imagine how distraught and upset the 
friends and families of the victims of impaired 
drivers must feel.”  This activity was a huge 
eye opener for students and staff alike.

•	 The Pine Ridge High National Honor Society 
is collecting books to distribute to elementary 
and middle schools for the upcoming holiday 
season. Gently used or new children’s books 

may be donated at the front desk.

Read-Pattillo Elementary School 
Read-Pattillo Elementary is proud to announce 
that 98% of their students participated in the “In 
the Zone” activity day held on October 18.  The 
“In the Zone” program was developed several years 
ago as an incentive to not only help decrease the 
number of disciplinary referrals, but also to reward 
students for expected behavior.  In September, 
representatives from the New Smyrna Beach Wal-
Mart surprised the faculty at Read-Pattillo with 
twenty $50 gift cards and a large cake honoring the 
school.  The gift cards were awarded randomly by a 
drawing of names and the winners were able to use 
the cards to purchase classroom supplies.

River Springs Middle School
•	 River Springs Middle is hosting a school wide 

canned food drive to fill the Gator Grub Food 
Pantry.  Students can exchange three cans of 
non-perishable food for a “front of the line 
pass” to be used in the cafeteria during lunch.  
All the food collected will go to help River 
Springs Middle families.  Students also have 
an opportunity to earn a free breakfast.  The 
first period class that brings in the most Box 
Tops for Education from now until January 
31 will enjoy a special breakfast with Principal 
Gotlib on Valentines’ Day. 

•	 River Springs Middle held its 3rd Annual 
Gator Talent Showcase Friday, November 9, 
in the cafeteria.  It showcased students’ talent 
and served as a fundraiser for the school 
with admissions of $3 per person. There 
were dancers, singers and musicians playing 
instruments.

Taylor Middle-High School 
•	 Congratulations to Ruth Lurie, a 7th grade 

science teacher at Taylor Middle-High, who 
was accepted into the ASK (Advancing 
Student Knowledge) Florida Program through 
teacher education. Ms. Lurie participated in a 
summer program in which she learned more 
about climate change and how to implement 
relevant instruction for her students.

•	 Janet Meza, a senior at Taylor Middle-High, 
along with three other Taylor students, 
entered essays into Governor Rick Scott’s 
Hispanic Heritage Essay Contest.  Each 
essay was limited to 500 words and the 
students had to respond to a prompt that 
asked them to name an important aspect 
of Florida’s history that has contributed to 
Hispanic heritage, in addition to explaining 
the ways it has influenced their life’s success 

http://www.sumdog.com
http://www.sumdog.com
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5th Annual Empty Bowls Event 
and Silent Auction 

                              
     Enjoy a wonderful meal of soup, salad, bread and dessert (donated by local restaurants) 
at the 5th Annual Empty Bowls and Silent Auction on Friday, Dec. 7 at Mainland High 
to benefit Halifax Urban Ministries (HUM).  The auction will be held from 5:30 p.m. – 7 
p.m. and dinner will be served from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.  Tickets may be purchased for a $15 
donation for the meal and a handmade bowl that can be kept as a reminder of all the empty 
bowls in the world.    
       The bowls for this event are being created by students and teachers from the following 
schools:  Campbell Middle (Pat Richmond), Creekside Middle (Mike Nelson), DeLand High 
(Tom Gilbert), Deltona High (Diane Farley and Sheila LaPointe), Ormond Beach Middle 
(Alice Dugan), Mainland High (Marcia Bobbitt), New Smyrna Beach High (Christine 
Colby and Liz Phillips), Osteen Elementary (Jim Marshall), Pathways Elementary 4th 
grade, Silver Sands Middle (Diane Inscoe), and Spruce Creek High (Heather Alexander). 
Special thanks to Mainland’s Culinary Arts Academy (Chefs Kester and Logan).
       For tickets, contact Marcia Bobbitt at 386-258-4665, ext. 54344, or email: mlbobbit@
volusia.k12.fl.us.  Tickets are also available at Mainland High’s front desk 7 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
and 12:30 p.m.-3 p.m. They may also be purchased at the HUM office at 215 Bay St., 
Daytona Beach.  Visit www.emptybowls.net for more information.

and aspirations. The essay contest was open 
to all Florida students in grades 4 - 12 
and only three winners were selected. Janet 
was the sole winner in the high school 
category and won a four-year Florida College 
Plan scholarship provided by the Florida 
Prepaid College Foundation. Janet wrote 
about the fern industry in Pierson and 
how this agribusiness has impacted both 
herself and her family. Accompanied by her 
mother, Janet was recognized by Governor 
Rick Scott and First Lady Ann Scott at the 
Governor’s Mansion on October 10 and was 
also recognized by the Volusia County School 
Board on November 13.

Timbercrest Elementary School
Lissy and Company visited the Timbercrest 
Elementary fourth and fifth grades last week to 
help promote bully proofing schools. The group 
performed a skit with some help from a few 
talented Timbercrest students. Felecity, aka Little 
Lissy, performed some songs reinforcing the idea 
that bullying is not cool.  Deltona Against Bullying 
continued the bully proofing message at Dewey 
Boster Park with a huge community wide event on 
Saturday, September 15.

University High School
•	 University High had the honor of being 

Fox 35 news channel’s Pep Rally of the 
Week and were featured on the August 31 
morning news. Fox News anchor, Michelle 
Burdo, joined the students for the Pep Rally 
before the big rivalry game between the 
University Titan team and Deltona High.  
The cheerleaders and football team showed 
their spirit by cheering and dancing to pep up 
the crowd, along with performances from the 
band, dance team, Hispanic Dance Club, and 
STEP team.  Maximus, the school’s mascot, 
also made an appearance and got the crowd 
up on their feet. And to top it all off Principal 
Dennis Neal did cartwheels through the gym.

•	 Several of University High Titans were 

recognized by the School Board during 
October for creating the winning Public 
Service Announcements for the district’s Safety 
Awareness Contest which was sponsored by 
the Volusia Sheriff ’s Youth Foundation.  The 
winners were: first place - Alicia Zurita and 
Sydni Munizzi; second place - Jacob Ruston, 
Robert Gunn and Emily Rugusa; and third 
place - Allyson Graham, Gabriella Maltoni, 
Alyssa McGough and Allison Snyder.

Volusia Pines Elementary School 
•	 Deb Hibdon, a Volusia Pines Elementary 

5th grade science teacher, was awarded a 
FUTURES grant for the fifth grade 
afterschool STEM club.  The grant was 
used by fifth graders to plan, design, build 
and maintain a campus PVC greenhouse, 
where they will germinate seeds and record 
growth rates through various investigations 
of those seeds grown inside and outside the 
greenhouse.  Students will incorporate all 
areas of STEM in their experiences with 
this project.  The most exciting part will be 
at harvest time when the fresh foods grown 
in the greenhouse will be served in the 
School Way Café in support of healthy eating 
choices.

•	 On October 24, Volusia Pines National 
Elementary Honor Society inducted 24 new 

members for the 2012-2013 school year.  
These students were recommended by their 
teachers, made excellent grades, have good 
attendance and are role models in citizenship 
and leadership within the school community.  
A candlelight ceremony was held to honor 
them with parents, guardians and family 
members in attendance. These students are 
already planning many activities in and out of 
school to participate in this school year.  The 
first activity was the PTA sponsored Trunk or 
Treat on October 29, where they assisted the 
PTA to decorate a vehicle and participate in 
the Trunk or Treat activities for that evening.

Woodward Elementary School
To kick off its fall carnival, Woodward Avenue 
Elementary held a Breast Cancer Awareness walk 
Saturday, October 27.  Students were accompanied 
by an adult and earned one free ticket (worth 
25 cents each) to purchase food or to use at the 
carnival games for every lap walked.  The carnival, 
which was open to the community, included blow 
up obstacle courses, a dunk tank and other carnival 
games

News and events/activities provided by each school.  If  
you  wish  to  share  information regarding your school, 
please  contact “The Educator” editor via email at :  
lmperpin@volusia.k12.fl.us.

mailto:mlbobbit%40volusia.k12.fl.us?subject=Empty%20Bowls%20Event
mailto:mlbobbit%40volusia.k12.fl.us?subject=Empty%20Bowls%20Event
www.emptybowls.net
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AREA II NEWS

Ms. Annette Martinson
Area Superintendent

Campbell Middle School
In recognition of Veterans Day, every student 
at Campbell Middle had the opportunity to 
participate in “My Letter to a United States of 
America Veteran,” a community service project 
sponsored by the Spartan Chapter of the National 
Junior Honor Society.  The letters were written and 
given to veterans attending a special breakfast in 
their honor Friday, November 9.

Citrus Grove Elementary School
Citrus Grove Elementary had a fantastic turn out 
for their annual PTA media night, Not so Scary 
Stories.  Families came to hear fall stories in English 
and Spanish, participate in “The Great Pumpkin 
Hunt” around the school, check out books and 
craft together.  Many students and teachers had 
a chance to show off costumes.  Parents learned 
how to help their child choose a “Just Right Book” 
and strategies to help their children be better 
readers.  Stetson University students and DeLand 
High School Juniorettes assisted families with the 
crafts.  The event was a community effort and a 
huge success.  The next media night will be held 
December 13.

Creekside Middle School
Congratulations to Creekside Middle Guidance 
Counselor Jennifer Foutch for being named the 
Florida Middle School Guidance Counselor of 
the Year!

Deltona High School
Deltona High held its first ever community 
“Zumbathon” Friday, October 19, in the school’s 
gym.  With a $5.00 entry fee, half of the proceeds 
were donated to the Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer Foundation.  The Zumba instructor held 
two sessions with a short intermission in-between.

George Marks Elementary School
The George Marks Elementary National Honor 
Society and sponsor, Grace Watson, were 
showcased in the official National Elementary 
Honor Society’s fall newsletter. A full page story 
was published summarizing their successful first 
year as an NEHS chapter.  Kudos were given for 
community projects, such as delivering flowers 
to the elderly on Valentine’s Day, offering testing 
tips to their peers during FCAT testing, as well 

as offering appreciation items to teachers during 
Teacher Appreciation Week.

Hinson Middle School
After a year of planning and working toward 
becoming a Volusia County BYOT (Bring Your 
Own Technology) school, Hinson Middle has 
begun the process of bringing students into the 
program. Seventh graders are the first group to 
enjoy the privilege of using their own technology 
in the classroom. October 1 was Hinson’s first 
official day for teachers and students to explore 
the possibilities of technology. Sixth and eighth 
graders are chomping at the bit to join in after 
winter break.

Ormond Beach Elementary School
Kindergarten, first grade and second grade students 
at Ormond Beach 
Elementary were 
treated to a visit by a 
United States Marine 
in October. Lance 
Corporal Brennan 
J. Palmiter, a 2010 
graduate of Seabreeze 
High, is stationed in 
California but chose 
to visit Ormond 
Beach Elementary 
after returning from 
an eight month tour in Afghanistan.  Palmiter 
received several letters from the students during his 
tour, which he saved.  When he visited, he asked 
to speak with his young “pen pals.”  Palmiter’s 
addressed the students about military life and his 
experiences overseas. Ormond Beach students were 
thrilled to meet this “real life” hero!

Ormond Beach Middle School
Krista Hayes, School Way Café manager for 
Ormond Beach Middle, announced a school-wide 
food drive for the month of October. Each first 
period classroom had a box in which to add canned 
foods and non-perishable items to support the 
local community. To encourage participation, one 
class from each grade level won a special treat for 
bringing in the most donations.

Pathways Elementary School
Pathways Elementary kindergarten students are 
looking forward to a visit to the Publix Supermarket 
in Ormond Beach after this Thanksgiving holiday.  
The students will learn about different jobs at the 
supermarket, receive a behind the scenes tour and 
get to decorate their very own cookie in the bakery 
department.  It is important for kindergarten 

students to see how businesses operate and, in 
this case, how food travels from the farm to their 
dinner tables.

Pine Trail Elementary School
•	 Ms. Albert’s 2nd graders at Pine Trail 

Elementary recently read Charlotte’s Web.  
While reading the book, the children learned 
about setting scenes in a story, character 
description and detailed writing.  They 
culminated Charlotte’s Web with a “Breakfast 
on the Farm Celebration” where they enjoyed 
classmade doughnuts, fruit and juice while 
watching the movie version of the book.  The 
children have also been working on iPads and 
learning how to scan QR codes to read their 
assignments and follow directions for iPad 
scavenger hunts in class.

•	 With technology as the driving force in 
access and speed of information, the Pine 
Trail Elementary PTA believes in investing in 
technology for our students and their future.  
In support of their belief, the PTA made a 
$30,000 donation to the school to be spent 
on new computers and technology. School 
staff will also hold training sessions on the 
computers for parents, students and teachers. 

Pride Elementary School
Pride Elementary participated in the DeLand 
Fall Festival of the Arts, November 17 and 18, 
with student art displayed in the rotunda area in 
Downtown DeLand.  Visitors enjoyed a family 
weekend with pottery, sculpture, glass, woodwork, 
photography, painting, drawing, and jewelry by 
over 180 national artists.  There were also free 
shows, demonstrations, food and entertainment.

Southwestern Middle School
•	 Southwestern Middle presented its first 

“Parent Internet Café” Family Night in 
September. The purpose of the event was to 
encourage parent involvement and provide 
a better understanding of Pinnacle (online 
grade book).  Computer labs were set up for 
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parents to have hands-on instruction and 
practice time for various programs.

•	 The Think Pink, Breast Cancer Awareness 
Program, put on by Southwestern Middle’s 
V.O.G.U.E. (Very Outstanding Girls 
Urging Excellence) was a big success.  The 
guest speaker for the program was Valencia 
Robinson.  She is a Volusia County School 
teacher, published author and breast cancer 
survivor.  Mrs. Robinson delivered a powerful 
message about her battle with breast cancer 
and taking care of your body.  She challenged 
the young girls of V.O.G.U.E. and the 
community to start eating healthy, exercising 
and staying stress free.  The event was a 
community service project for V.O.G.U.E. 
with the girls leading the entire program.

Spruce Creek High School
Spruce Creek High senior, Rumya Raghavan, 
earned a scholarship for the 2013 Annual Junior 
Academy of Sciences competition to be held in 
Boston in February.  Rumya will represent the 
entire state of Florida at this science research 
competition where she will present her work 
linking periodontal pathogens to cardiovascular 

disease through RNA analysis.

Turie T. Small Elementary School
Turie T. Small Elementary recently held a school-
wide mock presidential election. The students used 
homemade voter registration cards to vote for their 
choice of the next President of the United States.  
The students had many conversations with their 
teachers about the voting process, in addition to 
media center activities that focused on some of the 
major issues concerning the nation’s success.

Westside Elementary School
Westside Elementary’s physical education teachers 
completed a pedestrian safety lesson with students.  
The focus of the lesson was pedestrian safety, which 
targeted how to approach a street safely; keeping a 
safe buffer when looking for vehicles; utilizing the 
left-right-left observational strategy when crossing; 
and crossing with a sense of urgency.  This engaging 
lesson would not have been possible without the 
support of Greg Akin, student transportation 
director.  Mr. Akin was able to send Westside a 
“vehicle” that was used on the track to simulate an 
automobile and make the lesson an unforgettable 
experience.

Riverview Learning Center
The students at Riverview Learning Center 
recently used the “Mandala” values clarification 
exercises to prepare for critical learning and 
higher order questioning.  The Mandala exercises 
helped the students get in touch with their beliefs 
and to demonstrate them in a tangible way. 
Ms. Engelman had the students make lists and 
prioritize and evaluate the important things in 
their lives.  Ms. Cotto, English teacher, helped the 
students describe why they were important.  Math 
teacher, Mr. Stevenson, helped students convert 
their beliefs into a mathematical equation and Ms. 
Richardson helped the students tie their current 
interests to possible career choices.  All the high 
School teachers, guidance counselor and other 
students enjoyed getting to know each other when 
they were presented to the class. 

ALTERNATIVE SCHOOLS 
NEWS

 In order to continue to benefit from the considerable 
energy cost savings all district offices will close Monday, 
December 24, 2012 through Tuesday, January 1, 2013.  
Schools will be closed December 24 through January 4.  
Students and teachers will return to school January 7.
For 260-day employees: 
 December 24, 25, 26, 2012 and January 1, 2013 
are paid holidays.  December 27, 28, and 31, 2012 are 
mandatory close dates which require three days of leave 
time.  During the mandatory winter close dates, you 
will need to use your annual leave.  Please note that paid 
personal will be allowed only after your annual leave 
has been exhausted.  Leave earned for December will 
be available for use on the mandatory close dates.  Sick 
leave and compensatory time may not be used for the 
mandatory close dates.  Please review your annual leave 
time and plan accordingly.  

For 255-day administrators:
 All facilities and schools will close Monday, 
December 24, 2012, through Tuesday, January 1, 2013.  
December 24, 25, 26, 2012 and January 1, 2013 are paid 
holidays.    December 27, 28, and 31, 2012 are mandatory 
close dates.  These dates were incorporated into the 255-
day administrator contracts as non-workdays; annual leave 
will not be required for these dates.    
 For all twelve month employees, January 2, 3 and 
4 are regular workdays.

We wish you a 
happy and safe 
holiday season.

Winter Holiday Closings
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2012 Volusia County Fair 
Technology Education Winners

Congratulations to the Technology Education students for an outstanding year of 
demonstrating the great things happening in Volusia County’s 
technology education programs across the district!  

- Dan Cox, Career & Technical Education Specialist

Best in Show
DRAFTING/ENGINEERING

1st, 2nd and 3rd Place
BRIDGE

Best 
in Show
SMALL 
PRODUCTION
TECHNOLOGY

Best 
in Show
LARGE 

PRODUCTION
TECHNOLOGY

1st, 
2nd and 

3rd Place
RACERS

For a complete list of 
winners, click here.

http://blackboard.volusia.k12.fl.us/bbcswebdav/users/lmperpin/2012%20Technology%20Education%20Winners.pdf


 2012-2013   District ActivitiesDECEMBER

20 Second Grading Period Ends
 
21 Teacher Duty Day/Student Holiday
 
22 Winter Holiday Begins

24 Christmas Eve

25 Christmas Day

30 New Year’s Eve

JANUARY

1 New Year’s Day
 
7 Winter Holiday Ends - Classes Resume

21 Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Holiday

24 Senior Intern Orientation 

25-26  Volusia All-County Band Music Festival 

FEBRUARY

1 UNCF Campaign Kick-Off Breakfast
 
7 Volusia Spelling Bee

14 Valentine’s Day

15 VIPS Recognition Day

18 President’s Day Holiday


