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2015

Teacher of  the Year
 

Grace Kellermeier, a French teacher from New Smyrna Beach High 
School, is Volusia County Schools’ Teacher of the Year for 2015.  She will 
serve as Volusia County’s Teacher of the Year throughout this school year and 
next, representing all of Volusia’s teachers. 

Dr. Kellermeier received her award before an audience of 900 friends 
of public education at the Hilton Daytona Beach Oceanfront Resort on 
Friday, February 28.  The announcement was made at a celebration presented 
by Halifax Health and co-hosted by FUTURES Foundation and Volusia 
County Schools. 

“We are so proud of our teachers here in Volusia County, and we love 
to take any opportunity we can to highlight how amazing they are,” said Sam 

Exemplary VolunteersRecognized
 
and State Winner Announced
 

During the 2012-2013 school year the Volunteers in Public Schools 
program provided 849,129 hours of service at a value of over $16 million (www. 
independentsector.org). The district recognized this amazing contribution 
during their annual VIPS Recognition Day held at Mainland High School on 
February 14.  The school’s Academy of Hospitality and Culinary Arts prepared 
and served a delicious buffet breakfast and Mainland’s Concert Orchestra and 
Vocal Ensemble wowed the audience.  During the recognition the following 
awards were announced. 

March 2014 

message from 

Dr. Margaret A. Smith 

Superintendent


Dear Team Volusia, 

The support and 
involvement of all staff members 
is urgently needed for the 
school district’s half-cent sales 
tax extension. A referendum 
for voters will be placed on the 
August 26 ballot. 

The half-cent extension 
will provide funds to address 
the capital needs of the school 
district in three areas: security, 
technology and facilities. Every 
school needs to be updated for 
safety and security measures, 
for instructional technology 
infrastructure and equipment, 
and for major facility projects 
such as roofs, heating and air-
conditioning, as well as five 
school replacements. 

A citizens’ capital needs 
committee met five times and 
recommended a project list 
to the school board that was 
approved. The school board 
has approved a resolution 

http://myvolusiaschools.org/half-cent/Documents/ExhibitAprojectlist.pdf
http:independentsector.org
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supporting the half-cent extension referendum. The 
County Council considered the extension as its 
ministerial duty at its March 13 meeting. A new 
citizens’ marketing committee for the half-cent 
began meeting on March 13. The work of this new 
committee is to educate the public about the capital 
needs of the schools. 

The following are points that can be shared 
with others by all staff members:  

1. A quality K-12 education system is important 
to businesses and the economic development in 
Volusia County. 

2. This is an extension of an existing tax that is 
already in effect. 

3. Tourists will pay 30-40% of the tax revenue. 
(The burden does not fall entirely on residents.) 

4. We kept our promise in 2001 on the use of 
revenue and completed the majority of facility 
projects until funds were depleted. 

5. This extension will be used for security, 
technology, and facility issues—all needed to 
educate our students to be successful for their 
future. 

6. A citizens’ marketing committee began work 
to educate the public on the half-cent extension on 
March 13. 

Yours in Public Education, 

Margaret A. Smith, D.Ed. 
Superintendent of Schools 

School Board of Volusia County 
Ms. Candace Lankford, Chairman
 
Mr. Stan Schmidt, Vice Chairman
 

Mrs. Diane J. Smith
 
Mrs. Linda Costello
 
Mrs. Ida D. Wright
 

Superintendent of Schools 
Dr.  Margaret A. Smith 

Address correspondence to: 
The Educator 
Editor,  Liz Perpiñan,  Human  Resources 
LMPerpin@volusia.k12.fl.us 

Contributing Editors: 
Brenda  Brett,  Technology Services 
Denise Dietrich, Superintendent’s Office 
Evette  Gonzalez, Human  Resources 
Dana Paige-Pender,  Human  Resources 
Pat Travis, Community  Information 
Nancy Wait,  Community Information 

FUTURES! 
The 11th Annual FUTURES Caribbean Party will take place this year on Saturday, May 17,
2014, at the beautiful News-Journal Center facility in downtown Daytona Beach. Guests 
will enjoy island cuisine prepared by Executive Chef Ray Bailey and the music of the very
popular Love Band (the same band as last year!).  We hope you will join us for a wonderful
night of prizes, food and music in a casual environment.  Beverages and food are included
in your admission price which is $55 per person for school district employees. Funds raised
will benefit FUTURES Foundation for Volusia County Schools and the many programs the
Foundation supports for our students, teachers and employees. 

For more information, please contact FUTURES at extension 50723 or check out our website
at www.futuresvolusia.org. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

mailto:LMPerpin%40volusia.k12.fl.us?subject=The%20Educator
www.futuresvolusia.org
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Teacher of the Year cont. 
Willett, FUTURES Foundation President. “Each year, they work 
so hard and continue to exceed the expectations set for them.  It 
is a privilege and a pleasure to work with dedicated individuals 
throughout the county and witness first hand their impact on 
our students. 

“FUTURES Foundation’s primary goal is to serve and 
to support these hard working education leaders.  Our board 
feels very strongly that our teachers need to be praised, validated 
and celebrated as an incredible group of professionals. We are 
proud to have the opportunity to help host this special event.” 

Dr. Kellermeier began her career with Volusia County 
Schools at New Smyrna Beach High in 1997 where she teaches 
French 1, 2, 3, 4 and advanced placement.  She also taught 
Spanish for three years until enrollment in her French classes 
tripled. Dr. Kellermeier has lived in three different continents 
and emigrated from Scotland as a teenager.  She holds a bachelors 
degree from Rutgers University, a masters degree from Stetson 
University and doctoral degree from the University of Central 
Florida. 

In order to enrich her students’ instruction, Dr. 
Kellermeier invites member of the community to come into 
her classroom and speak to students in their native language, 
French.  She also has partnered with the local French bakery in 
New Smyrna Beach, Mon Délice, whose owner has read-aloud 
to her students and provided pastries so they had the opportunity 
to taste French culture.  Students have heard from decorated 
World War II veterans, a Peace Corps volunteer, foreign exchange 
students, parents and grandparents from around the French-
speaking world who share their stories, in French. 

As a life-long runner, Dr. Kellermeier took on the 
role as cross country coach mid-season this year.  She made 
the transition seamless for the students and helped them finish 
a successful season. She is a well-rounded teacher who does 

everything to the best of her ability, instilling trust, confidence 
and motivation.  This is evidenced in the comment of a former 
student who described Dr. Kellermeier as “the absolute best 
teacher I’ve ever had in my life…I couldn’t imagine what my life 
would have been like without her.” 

In a letter of recommendation, Bob Ouellette, principal 
of New Smyrna Beach High, wrote that Dr. Kellermeier’s 
“credentials and work history read like exemplars for a teacher 
that has a passion for her curriculum and a propensity to be a 
true life-long learner.” 

Described as the “real deal” by a colleague, Dr. 
Kellermeier succeeds Emily Edwards, a 4th grade teacher from 
Citrus Grove Elementary School (formerly Starke Elementary), 
who was Volusia County’s 2014 Teacher of the Year. 

In addition to Dr. Kellermeier, four other teachers 
received special recognition as finalists: 
•	 Debra Abadia, 4th grade, Spruce Creek Elementary 
•	 Amy M. Dempsey, Language Arts, Heritage Middle 
•	 Emily Kristine Light, Music, Champion Elementary 
•	 Michelle Swint, English and AP Language and 

Composition, Pine Ridge High 
Major sponsors of the Teacher of the Year celebration 

included Halifax Health, Bank of America, BC Spas by Danielle, 
Bright House Networks, Florida Power & Light, University of 
Central Florida, Diamond Motors, Dr. and Mrs. Fred Costello, 
Intracoastal Bank, Florida Hospital Fish Memorial, Volusia 
County Council of PTAs, Hollis Institute at Stetson University, 
The Hilton Daytona Beach Oceanfront Resort, Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University, Jostens, Express Printing, Dean Stewart 
Photography, Wet ‘n Wild, and  Naomi Weiss & Dan D’Antonio. 

Dozens of businesses and organizations in Volusia 
County also contributed donations of goods and services to 
Volusia’s Teacher of the Year program. 

(continued from page 1) 

Consumer Information 
Identity theft:  How to Keep Your Personal Information Secure
 


Identity theft is a serious crime. Identity theft happens when someone uses information about you 
without your permission. They could use your: 
•	 name and address 
•	 credit card or bank account numbers 
•	 Social Security number 
•	 medical insurance account numbers 

There are steps you can take to assist in protecting your identity from being stolen.  Click here to 
review information on how to keep your personal information secure. 

http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0272-how-keep-your-personal-information-secure
http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0272-how-keep-your-personal-information-secure
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VASA Names Administrator of the Year 
On January 22, 2014, Mr. Gregory Akin 

was named VASA’s District Administrator of 
the Year. Mr. Akin currently serves as director 

of Student Transportation 
Services, also manages the 
Emergency Management 
Operations and is involved 
in the oversight of Safety 
and Security programs for 
the district.  He holds a 
Bachelor’s degree from 
Abilene University and a 
Master’s degree from Embry-

Riddle Aeronautical University.  After a 22-year 
career serving his country in the United States 
Air Force, Mr. Akin joined Volusia County 
Schools in 2005. 

He has exceptional skill in designing, 
planning and organizing activities that 
provide secure and safe operation of the 
school district. He is visible and active in 

county, state, and national organizations, 
often showcasing Volusia’s best practices 
and models. On a personal note, he and his 
wife, Cindi, own and operate a cattle ranch, 
annually sponsoring show animals and a 
scholarship for the students in our Future 
Farmers of America programs.  He has been 
known—on many occasions--to arrive early 
at work after assisting with the all-night birth 
of a calf! 

His nomination application reads, “He 
selflessly gives of his time, experience and 
knowledge to assist students, co-workers, 
and the community we serve every day. He 
is motivated to be the best in the business 
and that inspires all around him to succeed. 
He is the true definition of a leader.” 

Congratulations, Greg Akin! 

Florida Future Educators
 
of America FFEA
 

This year the Volusia County School District will be celebrating its 22nd Annual Florida Future Educators 
of America (FFEA) District  Conference. The conference will take place on Saturday, April 5, 2014 at New 
Smyrna Beach High School. The district conference is an opportunity to nurture students’ interest in teaching 
as a career by allowing students to come together with others who share a love for teaching, to demonstrate 
their budding educator skill,s and so much more.

Volusia County Schools is honored to have the 2014 Teacher of the Year as the keynote speaker for this 
event.   Following the keynote address, schools will compete in the Spirit category, where they can creatively 
express their interpretation of this year’s theme, “A Teacher Touches a Hand, Opens a Mind, and Touches a 
Heart.”  Other competitions include Essay, Display, Scrapbook, Lesson Plan, PowerPoint, and Public Service 
Announcement. The rest of the morning will be spent going from classroom to classroom being inspired 
and learning from teachers and college students on a variety of topics. The day will conclude with awards 
presentations for competition winners, and an announcement of the district’s FFEA Scholarship recipient.

If you would like more information, please email Kelly Conway, Volusia County Schools FFEA District 
Coordinator at kaconway@volusia.k12.fl.us. 

Let Your Voice Be Heard…If you have enjoyed this edition of the Volusia County District Newsletter, The Educator, let us know. If you didn’t, tell us that as well. Your 
opinion is important and your feedback will help to provide insight about what is important to you. Have an idea for an article? Or perhaps you’d like to write an article 
yourself!  Send your idea and/or information to the editor at lmperpin@volusia.k12.fl.us. You may see your idea (or your article) in an upcoming issue! 

mailto:lmperpin%40volusia.k12.fl.us?subject=The%20Educator%20
mailto:kaconway%40volusia.k12.fl.us?subject=FFEA%20%5BEdcuator%5D%20
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Exemplary Volunteers cont. 
(continued from page 1) 

John Green, 
volunteer at Hinson 
Middle School was 
named Outstanding 
School Volunteer, 
senior category. 
Four years ago Mr. 
Green offered his 
expertise to Hinson’s 
math teachers, even 
though he was 
enjoying a very busy 
retirement.  Since 
then, Mr. Green 
has served the math 
department every Tuesday and Thursday, from before first 
bell to the day’s end.  He tutors individual students and small 
groups.  For parents who request tutoring services, he will 
meet their children before the beginning of first class.  You 
can also catch him teaching the previous day’s math concepts 
to students who had been absent, or just motivating those 
who need a ‘jump-start.” If a challenging subject arises, 
he floats around the class helping students as the teacher 
instructs.  As a certified substitute, he occasionally subs when 
a math teacher is in need, yet juggles his schedule to make 
sure he still has volunteered his two days that week. 

Marcia James, mother of two Mainland High School 
Buccaneers, and “adopted mom” to well over 100 high 
school band members, was named the Outstanding School 
Volunteer in the adult category.  A veteran volunteer at the 
elementary and middle school levels, she has now served (for 
the past 3 years) the high school’s marching band, concert 
band, and orchestra.  Mrs. James can be found volunteering 
on the marching field, in the band room, or on the bus to 
football games, band competitions, and parades. As the 
music department’s treasurer, she handles the finances and 
fundraising initiatives, recently garnering over $15,000 for 
new band uniforms.  She is part of every band meeting and 
helps to coordinate the band volunteers.  But her greatest 
desire is to provide students with opportunities to move 
forward in their learning.  She inspires each child to work to 
their fullest potential while affording them numerous high 
school experiences for their memory books. 

Benjamin Herstein, exceptional 8th grade student 
at Southwestern Middle School, received the Outstanding 
School Volunteer award in the youth category. He shares 

his time and 
knowledge tutoring 
struggling peers in 
math. For the past 
two years this “geek” 
has tutored during 
the school’s “Open 
Media Nights.”  His 
first sessions were 
flops – as students 
assigned to Ben’s 
group weren’t very 
thrilled to have 
a peer tutor them 
in math. So Ben 
turned his sessions 

into a math party and the number of students attending 
increased.  By using math games and card tricks to reinforce 
concepts, his tutor sessions became a hit. 

Ben’s spirit of compassion doesn’t stop at the end of 
the school day.  He has also given back to his community 
by serving meals to the homeless.  Two years ago he started 
a “peanut butter and jelly” food pantry to help raise needed 
donations. This past year he solicited service clubs to 
provide donations for the Jewish Federation.  In just 18 
months, Benjamin had generously provided his school and 
community over 1,500 service hours. 

At the conclusion of the event Benjamin Herstein 
was presented with the 2014 Florida Outstanding School 
Volunteer Award from the Florida Department of Education. 
He is one of only five youth volunteers throughout Florida 
to receive this honor from Commissioner of Education Pam 
Stewart. 

Also honored at the event were teacher Charlotte 
Besse and volunteer William Russo from Silver Sands Middle 
School with the Outstanding Teacher/Volunteer Team Award 
at secondary level.  Second grade teacher Meri Albert and 
volunteer Lori Partington from Pine Trail Elementary School 
received the Outstanding Teacher/Volunteer Team Award 
at elementary level.  The Parent Involvement Award was 
presented to Taylor Middle-High School for their “Opening 
the Doors” program and to Cypress Creek Elementary for 
their “Math-O-Fun Night.” 
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AREA I NEWS 

Mr. Tom Russell 
Area Superintendent 

Atlantic High School 
•	 Approximately 200 kindergarteners from 

Horizon Elementary visited Atlantic High to 
learn about animals and their habitats. Mrs. 
Garvin’s teacher assistant (TA) classes setup 
learning centers and wrote lesson plans with 
the standards to go with their activities.  Mrs. 
Garvin’s Leadership classes were escorts for 
the groups of children. 

•	 Atlantic High senior, Bailey Berman, has been 
honored for her exemplary volunteer service 
with a President’s Volunteer Service Award. 
The award, which recognizes Americans of all 
ages who have volunteered significant amounts 
of their time to serve their communities and 
country, was granted by the Prudential Spirit 
of Community Awards program on behalf of 
President Barack Obama.  Volunteer activities 
are judged on criteria including personal 
initiative, creativity, effort, impact and 
personal growth.  Bailey received a President’s 
Volunteer Service Award certificate and a 
letter from President Barack Obama.  Rebecca 
Dyke has been selected to become a member 
of the esteemed organization, The National 
Society of High School Scholars (NSHSS). 
The Society recognizes top scholars who 
have demonstrated outstanding leadership, 
scholarship and community commitment. 
The announcement was made by NSHSS 
Founder and Chairman Claes Nobel, a senior 
member of the family that established the 
Nobel Prizes. Rebecca is now a member of a 
unique community of scholars - a community 
that represents the very best hope for the 
future. 

Blue Lake Elementary School 
•	 On a chilly Friday evening in January, Blue 

Lake Elemenatary held its first McTeacher 
Night this school year.  Blue Lake started 
the annual tradition of McTeacher Nights 
last year.  This is a fun event for all who 
attend. Blue Lake’s proud principal, Mr. 
Williams, and teachers helped behind the 
counter and greeted families as they arrived 
at McDonald’s.  The students enjoyed seeing 
their teachers in a different role outside 
of school. Over 100 people attended this 
fundraising event. 

•	 Blue Lake Elementary is proud to announce 
the launch of Little Free Libraries sponsored 
by the PTA. The school has three little 
green book houses, which were made by the 
DeLand High Bulldog Construction students 
and are located at the walking gate on Blue 
Lake Avenue, the walking gate on Wisconsin 
Avenue and in the office.  The book houses 
work by taking a book you would like to read 
and replacing it with a book you have already 
read and would like to share.  Students and 
the community can stop by and take a book 
or leave a book.  The Little Free Libraries 
launched during Celebrate Literacy Week 
and is a great way to encourage not only the 
students, but the community, to become 
lifelong readers. 

Chisholm Elementary School 
Chisholm Elementary held its annual Grandparent’s 
Day on Valentine’s Day.  This was a special 
celebration that included Lady Cat dancers, food, 
fun and a time to share our love for grandparents. 

Coronado Beach Elementary School 
Marc Mero and the 
Champion of 
Choices put on a 
presentation at 
Coronado Beach 
Elementary last 

week. This organization works to educate students 
about the harmful effects of drugs, alcohol and 

people of all ages to make positive choices and 
achieve their goals.  Students were inspired to treat 
themselves and others with respect, dream big, 
achieve goals and cherish relationships. 

DeBary Elementary School 
•	 In December, the DeBary Elementary float 

won top prize for elementary schools in 
the DeBary Christmas parade.  The float 
was amazing; thank you to everyone who 
participated. 

•	 Gateway Center for the Arts in Debary 
representative, Tammi Hoag, arranged for a 
“blue birds of happiness” poster contest for 
DeBary Elementary 5th grade students.  She 
came to the school with supplies in-hand 
and asked the students to create their 
best rendition of the fabled blue bird of 
happiness. Mrs. Hoag took the posters back 
to the Gateway Center for judging.  The 
top three winners’ artwork will be featured 
in advertising, on tickets and on posters 
announcing their upcoming production of 
Blue Bird.  The student winners from Mrs. 
Austin’s and Mrs. Cohen’s classes are:  Blake 
Bernowsky, who credits the help of his friend 
Nathan for creative inspiration, first place; 
Sylvia Miranda, second place and Hana 
Hamad, third place. The Center surprised the 
students with their paintings professionally 
framed and provided them free tickets to 
the show. 

DeLand Middle School 
•	 Madelyn Andrew, who is a member of Ms. 

Pelham’s Business Professionals of America 
(BPA) Club at 
DeLand Middle 
was voted in as 
the first ever BPA 
Florida State Middle 
School President 
last weekend at 
the Orlando state 
conference. Pictured with Madelyn is the 
new BPA Florida State Middle School Vice 
President from a school in Jacksonville, Paige 
Harvey. 

•	 DeLand Middle School’s Resource Deputy 
Newman was awarded the Medal of 
Merit from the Volusia County Sheriff ’s 
Department for heroically assisting in the 

News and events/activities provided by each school.  If	 bullying. Champion of Choices helps empower rescue that saved a man’s life.  On October 
students to make positive choices with the motto, 11, 2013, Deputy Newman was off-dutyyou  	wish to  share  information regarding your school, 
“Champions Make Choices.  Choices Make and in his personal vehicle when he spotted please  contact “The Educator” editor via email at : 
Champions.”  Marc Mero spoke about empowering a burning car on the side of the road. With 

lmperpin@volusia.k12.fl.us. 

mailto:lmperpin%40volusia.k12.fl.us.?subject=The%20Educator


   Page 7 March 2014
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

no police or responders at the scene, Deputy January 18 at New Hope Baptist Church. Forest Lake Elementary School 
Newman pulled over and helped lift the 
unconscious man out of his burning vehicle. 
Volusia County Sheriff Ben Johnson took 
time out to recognize Deputy Newman and 
the two first responding deputies for their 
courageous efforts.  “You all did a great job, 
you’re fantastic deputies,” Sheriff Johnson 
told the deputies. “You came along a chaotic 
scene, a real dangerous scene and for the 
job you did,  we want to thank each and 
every one of you for that and for making 
the Volusia County Sherriff ’s Department 
proud.” 

Deltona High School 
•	 Mr. Emerick-Brown’s Literary Club students 

at Deltona High had the wonderful 
experience of conducting a phone interview 
with renowned poet, Maya Angelou.  Click 
on the link to read the interview session 
which took place on February 26: http:// 
www.deltonahowl.com/interview.html 

•	 Deltona High FFA is pleased to announce 
that five seniors were selected to attend the 
Agricultural Hall of Fame banquet as part 
of the mentor program. Agricultural leaders 
from across the state will be in attendance 
and the students will have the opportunity 
to meet and mingle with these leaders. 
The banquet is held annually to honor 
individuals who have dedicated their lives 
to advancing and securing agriculture in our 
state. Agriculture is the 2nd largest economic 
impact for our state behind tourism. 
Congratulations to Jessica MacFarlane, 
Ashley Green, Kari Ohland, Zachery Holmes 
and Darious Wilson. 

Deltona Lakes Elementary School 
•	 Deltona Lakes Elementary will hold its 

annual Multicultural Festival on Wednesday, 
March 19, from 5:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. Students 
in all grade levels are working on a variety of 
cultural projects to have on display.  Take 
a stroll through the campus and enjoy arts, 
cuisine and entertainment from countries all 
over the world. Join us for a fun-filled evening 
with crafts, activities, cultural displays, music 
and dance presentations, food and games. For 
more information about the event contact 
Ms. Ortiz at 386-575-4115. 

•	 Winners! 4th grader, DJ Mayall, in Mrs. 
Strocchia’s class, was announced the first place 
winner of the district’s Everybody Everyday 
contest. Along with balloons and prizes, 
DJ was presented with a check for his poem 
about the importance of school attendance. 
Victoria C., 4th grader in Mrs. Zayas’ class, 
won 2nd place for her greeting card and a 
prize of $75  for the Deltona Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Committee sponsored speech, 
video, poetry and greeting card competition 
for Deltona area schools. The winners were 
recognized at the Deltona MLK breakfast on 

Deltona Middle School 
•	 Deltona Middle held its annual social studies 

fair.  The event was an exciting experience for 
students, parents, teachers, administration 
and the local community. Guest speakers 
included local historical authors Ron and 
Alice Howell, local D.A.R. Representative 
Candi Ezell, Deltona City Commissioners 
Heidi K. Herzberg and Nancy Schleicher, 
and Social Studies Specialist Scott Hallett. 
Dr. Sileo and “Social Studies Master” Mr. 
Pearce eloquently hosted the show, with Mr. 
Travis (teacher of the year), Mr. Thomas, 
Mr. Beckley, Mrs. Kurlander, Mr. Ashby and 
Mr. Engelking creating an atmosphere of 
educational excitement.  You could feel the 
“electricity” in the air as students continue to 
“Charge Toward Success.” 

•	 Catherine Quinones was selected to 
participate in the 42nd Volusia Students 
Create Exhibit at the Gateway Center for 
the Arts.  The exhibit is now open and will 
continue through Monday, April 7. 

Edgewater Public School 
•	 Mr. Sigler, a retired Volusia County American 

History teacher, enthralled the fourth grade 
students at Edgewater Public with his 
knowledge of the Civil War and important 
historic figures.  Students were able to hold 
artifacts from the Civil War, including replica 
bullets, Confederate money and pictures of a 
doctor’s medical kit.  Pictures that depicted 
the everyday life of soldiers were highly 
favored.  Students were able to see how 
differently times were and make connections 
to the curriculum that they have covered in 
their classroom.  Students are conducting 
research on a Civil War topic of their 
choice, writing a research report and will 
be presenting their findings in the form of a 
poster, diorama, picture book or PowerPoint. 

•	 Edgewater Public’s first Technology Night 
on January 28 was a success.  After a 
complimentary dinner, Terrionna Green and 
Chase Anderson narrated a video showing 
technology in action around the campus. 
Parents and students were involved in a 
variety of activities, and students learned 
many new things using their iPADs.  We 
can’t wait to have another Technology Night! 

•	 The Forest Lake Elementary spelling bee was 
a great success.  Fourth grader Kelsey Marrero 
pulled off an exciting victory over fifth grader 
Tanner D’Errico in the final round of the 
school bee. The two had been battling back 
and forth for several rounds when Kelsey 
finally pulled out the victory.  Forest Lake 
would like to congratulate all of their spelling 
bee participants for another great school bee. 

•	 The Forest Lake Elementary Running Club 
took another local race by storm, dominating 
the age group results at the Swamp House 5k 
on March 2.  Fourth grader Jonathan Gurgacz 
came in first in age group, finishing the race 
7th overall.  Panthers Luke Wilder and Zoie 
Martin also finished first in their age groups, 
while a number of others littered the results 
board.  Led by PE Coach Greg Boyle, the 
Forest Lake Running Club has been training 
hard and it shows. Congratulations Panthers! 

Freedom Elementary School 
•	 The Freedom Elementary Lego Robotics 

club won the Rising Star Rookie Award on 
December 14 at the Lego Competition in 
Orlando.  The club is a group of third, fourth 
and fifth grade students led by fourth grade 
teacher, Michelle Deibler. 

•	 Freedom Elementary won third place in the 
Seminole Towne Center’s Simon Scholars 
Program. Receipts from purchases at the mall 
were collected and submitted by Freedom 
families, faculty and staff to earn points for 
the contest. A $500 check was awarded to 
the school in January. The funds will help 
with school-wide technology. Thank you 
to the Freedom family for supporting this 
fundraiser. 

Heritage Middle School 
Congratulations Heritage Middle yearbook staff. 
Out of hundreds of yearbooks submitted, Heritage 
Middle won 2nd place in the Lifetouch National 
Yearbook Showcase Contest for 2013. Ms. 
Cisneros, yearbook sponsor, and students received 
a monetary reward to contribute to their program. 

Indian River Elementary School 
•	 Artist Trading Card Night sponsored by art 

teachers, Steve Hardock and John Kinsey, was 
a huge success at Indian River Elementary 
drawing close to 500 students, parents and 
guest artists. Mr. Hardock and Mr. Kinsey 
thank all the students, parents and teachers 
for making this annual event such a success. 

http://www.deltonahowl.com/interview.html
http://www.deltonahowl.com/interview.html
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•	 Congratulations to Cynthia Turner, Indian 
River Elementary music teacher, who 
presented at the FAAE (Florida Alliance for 
Arts Education) Arts Integration Symposia 
Series held on March 1 at Orange Grove 
Middle Magnet School of the Arts in Tampa. 
Mrs. Turner’s session was titled “Meaningful 
Music: Combining Arts with Community 
Service.”  Mrs. Turner talked about how the 
Indian River Elementary Manatee Chorus 
under her direction combines beautiful music 
with community service projects, such as 
the Singing for Soldiers project and singing 
at the Veterans hospital.  Children enrolled 
in the chorus, along with the student body, 
have a hands-on experience with helping 
others, locally, nationally and globally. 
Many participants at the symposium from 
surrounding counties were excited to 
implement similar programs in their music 
program. 

Manatee Cove Elementary School •	 
Ms. Langlais, art teacher at Manatee Cove 
Elementary, had an opportunity to select 10 lucky 
students’ artworks from the entire school to be 
submitted for the Volusia Students Creates exhibit. 
Three talented fifth graders who collaborated 
on several digital photos were selected.  Their 
artwork was a Digital Collaborative Image titled 
“Metamorphosis.”  To view this great piece of 
artwork, along with other talented student artwork, 
visit the 42nd Annual Volusia Students Create 
Exhibit, which will be held at Gateway Center for 
the Arts on 17-92 in DeBary now through April 7. 

New Smyrna Beach High School 
•	 Congratulations to the 22 outstanding 

seniors selected by the New Smyrna Beach 
High faculty for the Class of 2014.  In 
order to be considered for this prestigious 
award, seniors had a list of criteria to 
meet which included conduct, citizenship, 

Volusia County Schools Day at Stetson University
 
Once again this year approximately 2,200 students from six elementary schools 

and two middle schools attended a Stetson women’s basketball game on December 14. 
The students who participated in the annual “Volusia Schools Day” were part of one 
of the largest crowds to ever watch a women’s basketball game at Stetson. Students 
were treated to a thrilling game and thoroughly enjoyed the exciting atmosphere of a 
college level sporting event. Additionally, over 100 middle school students participated 
in a guided tour of Stetson University’s campus.  Students also participated in a special 
event at half time.  “Volusia Schools Day” is a yearly event and plans are in place to 
make it bigger and better next year! 

scholarship, extracurricular activities and 
leadership.  These “Outstanding Seniors 
of 2014” are club presidents, honor roll 
recipients, members, sports team captains and 
more.  Congratulations to Grace Crawford, 
D’Cota Dixon, Cheyenne Drews, Danielle 
Gellermann, Tiffany Gushwa, Rachel Hadley, 
Erica Kochis, Andrew Landreville, Anthony 
Little, Miranda Meeks, Timothy Merrick, 
Scott Mosher, John Natoli-Henry, Robert 
Prosser, Zachary Rich-Zois, Hadeel Resheidat, 
Chandler Rosenke,  Katrina Spradlin, Eric 
Templeman, Christopher Tyson, Kaitlynn 
Wines and Lindsey Wofford. 

New Smyrna Beach High is proud of its 
two Gold Key winners in the Scholastic 
Art and Writing Awards, Zosia Ballin 
(junior, sculpture) and Acacia Zack (senior, 
photography portfolio), whose works are 
now qualified for national adjudication. 
Submissions are juried by luminaries in the 
visual and literary arts, some of whom are past 
award recipients. Panelists look for works that 
best exemplify originality, technical skill and 
the emergence of a personal voice or vision. 
In the last five years alone, students across 
the U.S. submitted nearly 900,000 original 
works of art and writing. During that period, 
more than 60 top arts institutes and colleges 
have partnered with the Awards to make 
$40 million in scholarships and financial aid 
available to regional and national Scholastic 
Award winners. 

Orange City Elementary School 
•	 On February 12, Marc Mero (former WWE 

champion wrestler, author and inspirational 
speaker) brought his Champion of Choices 
program to the 4th and 5th graders of 
Orange City Elementary.  Marc’s inspiring 
message and engaging presentation empowers 
students to make positive choices in their lives 
and it causes them to think about personal 
and social changes that can make a difference 
in themselves and their communities. 

•	 Orange City Elementary recently participated 
in the Olive Garden’s national fundraising 
program Pasta for Pennies in order to raise 
funds for The Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society.  A total of $1,169.99 was collected. 
Mrs. Griggs’ 5th grade class collected the 
most money and earned an Olive Garden 
pasta party in the classroom. 

Osteen Elementary School 
•	 Eight fourth and fifth graders from Osteen 

•	 

Pierson Elementary School 
The school spelling bee at Pierson Elementary 
took place on January 22.  The judges for the 
spelling bee were: Ms. Candace Lankford, school 
board chairman; Mrs. 
Kim Hutcherson, 
principal intern at 
Taylor Middle-High 
School, and Mr. 
Robert Greenlund, 
Pierson town council 
member. The 

Elementary battled the Nature’s Fury in 
the Spartan Challenge at Milwee Middle 
School on January 11.  All members 
of the team participated in a variety of 
individual and group acitivities. The judges 
were impressed with the developing team. 

The Collaborative Enrichment Club (CEC) 
at Osteen Elementary will be attending the 
Blue Spring Manatee Festival in Orange City 
on Jan. 25 and 26.  Students collaborated 
on Florida animal projects that will be 
displayed at the festival.  Students will also 
give presentations as a form of public service 
to those who visit the club booth. This will 
be the fifth year Osteen Elementary has 
participated at the festival. 

http://www.artandwriting.org/the-awards/
http://www.artandwriting.org/the-awards/
http:1,169.99


   Page 9March 2014

AREA II NEWS

pronouncer was Dr. Cathy Cortés, reading coach 
at Pierson Elementary.  Tinley L. was named the 
school champion and Itzia C. was named the 
runner-up.  They competed in the county spelling 
bee on March 4.  All 34 of the pre-kindergarten 
through fifth-grade classroom winners received a 
trophy, a ribbon and a certificate.

Read-Pattillo Elementary School
•	 Read-Pattillo Elementary’s PE coach, Letasha 

Robertson, and art teacher, Amy Fernandez, 
organized the school’s first Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Night on January 21.  The theme 
was “Mark” My Words:  Helmets Save Lives.  
This was in memory of Mark Moore, who 
passed away in September 2013 following a 
bicycling accident.  Students were fitted with 
helmets and used paint markers to personalize 
them.  There was a bike safety Bingo game 
and Lego station.  A safety video was shown 
and information was distributed to students 
and parents.

•	 Read-Pattillo Elementary students K-5 
participated in the 4th annual Jump Rope for 
Heart event in February. Students rotated six 
different stations where they practiced various 
jumping skills. The PTA volunteers helped 
collect money and teach the students how 
to perform different jumping skills. Students 
worked on single jumping and jumping with 
two and three people at the same time. The 
students were very happy to have the school’s 
art, music and P.E. teachers assist with the 
event. The students raised $ 4046.22 for the 
American Heart Association.

River Springs Middle School
•	 The DeLand Chamber of Commerce 

education committee honored River Springs 
Middle recently as “School of the Month.”  
The committee presented the school with a 
banner and school supplies.  Twelve Chamber 
staff, ambassadors and members were present 
to join in for this presentation.  Dr. Margaret 
Smith, Superintendent for Volusia County 
Schools, was also present and spoke to the 
education committee about current school 
and community issues, including the 
proposed half-cent extension and the new 
high school finance curriculum requirement. 

•	 River Springs Middle students, Coral Estes 
(6th grade) and Grace Gillen (8th grade), 
have been invited to the Future Problem 
Solvers state competition.

Spirit Elementary School
Students from Spirit Elementary participated in 

the annual Jump-a-thon in February.  This event 
helps to raise money for the American Heart 
Association.  The school had a very successful 
Jump Rope for Heart campaign with a goal to raise 
$4,500 in donations.  The goal was SMASHED 
with the final total coming in at $7,512.60!  The 
school is extremely proud and thanks all of the 
students and teachers who participated in this 
event.  Thank you to the coaches for organizing 
such a wonderful event.

Timbercrest Elementary School
•	 This year, Timbercrest Elementary students 

had the opportunity to help Daytona State 
College’s School of Education enhance 
teaching and learning by collaborating 
with teachers in Haiti.  DSC students and 
some interns working at Timbercrest will 
be traveling to Haiti this summer to teach 
English and provide other educational 
services in a pre-K – 13 school in Cap 
Haitien.  Timbercrest students collected 
school supplies for these children and their 
teachers.  Each grade level was given a 
suggested school supply to donate.  The 
collection was a huge success and resulted in 
dozens of pencils, markers and crayons being 
donated, as well as many packs of notebook 
paper and notebooks.  Lots of other necessary 
school supplies were also received. 

•	 The Timbercrest Elementary Tiger Choir and 
Recorder Hot Shots performed at the Youth 
Celebration of the Arts on Saturday, March 
8. This year the choir featured duets, trios, 
drummers, body percussion and a student 
led variation of “This Pretty Planet” by Tom 
Chapin.

Mrs. Vickie Presley
Area Superintendent

Campbell Middle School
Campbell Middle School students Akevian 
Norman, 7th grade, and Nelson Arvelo, 6th grade, 
were recently honored with the Distinguished 
Service Citation from the Daytona Beach Police 
Department.  They saw a motorist drive into a 
large retention pond.  Akevian and Nelson climbed 
in to the half-submerged truck bed and kept the 
man calm until help arrived.  Akevian and Nelson 
are shining examples of Campbell Spartans!

Champion Elementary School
Students from Champion Elementary participated 
in Jump Rope for Heart.  Jump Rope for Heart 
helps to raise money for the American Heart 
Association.  The Heart Association says for every 
$50 raised it helps to save a life.  This year the goal 
for our school was to raise $3,500 to save 70 lives 
with the donations.  We are thrilled to announce 

that Champion Elementary met their goal.  The 
students, faculty and staff raised $3507.50.  The 
students enjoyed jumping activities and wore red 
to celebrate and support the event that Coach 
Haus organized.  Faith Woods was proud to raise 
the most money at the school to honor a family 
member.  She wore a special shirt on Jump Rope 
for Heart Day and went on the school’s morning 
news and spoke of the importance of raising 
money for the American Heart Association.

Citrus Grove Elementary School
•	 Arbor Day was celebrated on January 17 

and more than 130 fourth graders at Citrus 
Grove rolled up their sleeves to plant a tree.  
The kids will become members of Fourth 
Grade Foresters.  The project’s goal is to 
help revitalize the observation of Arbor Day 
in America’s schools.  Citrus Grove fourth 
graders received a cabbage palm seedling, 
also known as a Sabal palm, to take home 
and plant.  This project was made possible 
because community sponsors like the City 
of DeLand covered the cost of each of the 
individually packaged palms, so that there 
was no cost to the students, the teachers or 
the school.  Fourth grade students sang songs 
that celebrated nature and Skyler Buckles, 
fourth grade student from Mrs. Hutchinson’s 
class read a poem.  The Mayor of DeLand, 
Robert Apgar, spoke to students about the 
importance of Arbor Day.  Bill Bailey, Tree 
Advisory Committee Chair, spoke with 
students as well and recited poetry about the 
beauty of trees.  Mariellen Calabro, Forestry 
Superintendent with the City of DeLand, 
presented the donated seedlings and two 

Live Oak trees that were planted on the 
playground. 

•	 Citrus Grove held their 2nd Annual Healthy 
Living Family Fitness Day on Saturday, 
February 22.  They had 5k foot race and 
1-mile family fun run/walk which started 
from Citrus Grove and went through the 
community of Heritage Place.  Local businesses 
and community partners supported the event 
with a blood drive, family fun and children 
activities.  The 5k foot race was professionally 
timed by Final Mile Race Management with 
awards presented to Overall Female and Male 
and Overall Master Female and Male, as well 
as first, second and third place for various 
age groups.

News and events/activities provided by each school.  If  
you  wish  to  share  information regarding your school, 
please  contact “The Educator” editor via email at :
lmperpin@volusia.k12.fl.us.

mailto:lmperpin%40volusia.k12.fl.us.?subject=The%20Educator
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Creekside Middle School
•	 Congratulations to the Creekside Middle 

Robotics Team for winning the State 
Championship for F.I.R.S.T. (For Inspiration 
and Recognition of Science and Technology) 
LEGO League Robotics.  This tournament 
was held at the University of Central Florida 
Arena. Creekside’s team will go on to the 
World Championship in Toronto, Canada or 
Lego Land, California.  Team members are:  
Diego Vargas, Justin Midkiff, Tarleen Sodhi, 
Megan Silvey, Trevor Settembre, Daniel 
Kocisko, Juan Halleran and Austin Justice.

•	 To celebrate the 2014 Olympic Winter 
Games, Creekside Middle teachers, Mr. 
Abadia, Mrs. Ashby and Mrs. Duguay, 
hosted their first Creekside Wii Olympic 
Games. Students participated in the Wii 
Bobsleigh Event, calculated their individual 
team averages and made predications based 
upon this data.  Each team represented a 
different country which they had researched 
using CultureGrams.  Teams learned about 
the weather, common phrases in the country’s 
language, sports played and life for kids in 
their county.  Finally, students created a 
postcard explaining what they had learned 
during the activities.  This culminating event 
was concluded by the medal ceremony where 
gold, silver and bronze medals were awarded 
to the top three teams at each grade level. 

Cypress Creek Elementary School
•	 Mrs. Zaehring’s kindergarten class at Cypress 

Creek Elementary donated food and toys 
to the Salvation Army as part of their social 
studies activities before Christmas.  Each 
student was given $5 by Mrs. Zaehring and 
instructed to purchase items both needed 
and wanted for families.  This initial $100 
turned into approximately $500 worth of 
food and toys donated by the children and 
their families.  This is an annual activity 
Mrs. Zaehring provides her children to teach 
them about needs, wants, sharing and caring.

•	 From over 700 posters submitted throughout 
the state, a panel of judges selected Cypress 
Creek fifth grader Veronia Sadek’s art work 
as the region 5 winner.  As part of Severe 

Weather Awareness Week, the Florida 
Division of Emergency Management hosted 
a presentation with Division Director 
Bryan Koon, Professor Tinkermeister, who 
is the main character in the Kids Get a 
Plan program, and representatives from 
the Red Cross, Volusia County Emergency 
Management and National Weather Service.  
The presentation consisted of safety and 
preparedness message and weather-related 
games.  Veronia was awarded an i-Pad for 
being selected as the regional winner.

Hinson Middle School
•	 Mrs. Hanrahan’s sixth grade reading classes 

at Hinson Middle have become the proud 
“parents” of Mora, an adult green sea turtle.  
Mrs. Hanrahan’s classes are one of 25 
selected by the Sea Turtle Conservancy and 
the Daytona News Journal to participate 
in a project to learn more about sea turtles. 
Each of the turtles in the program has been 
tagged with a satellite transmitter and will be 
followed by the adopting class as they migrate.  
Green sea turtles are an endangered species, 
particularly threatened by egg harvesting for 
human consumption. Mora was tagged while 
nesting in Totuguero, Costa Rica on July 
4, 2013. She swims to raise the awareness 
of the sea turtle’s plight and to help others 
understand and support the preservation of 
the species.  

•	 The Hinson Middle math department is 
proud to announce that Hinson Middle 
school won the county Math Counts 
competition in February.  The school’s first 
team consisted of Abullah Afridi, Haoran 
(Ryan) Li, Grace Liu, and JoAnne Zhao.  
The “B” or Alternate team consisted of Gigi 
Cheaitli, Conor Hodges, Abby Lorden and 
Ross Pierson.  Helen DeBerri and Amber 
Zaragosa also competed as alternates and 
performed very well.  Hinson occupied 5 of 
the top 10 individual honors in the county.  
Haoran (Ryan) Li – 2nd, JoAnne Zhao-4th, 
Grace Liu-5th, Abduallah Afridi-8th, and 
Gigi Chaehaitli 10th.  Congratulations to 
these students for their tremendous efforts 
and achievements.

Horizon Elementary School
•	 Horizon Elementary joined with the 

Museum of Arts and Sciences for their annual 
Science Night on January 30.  Nearly 150 
students and family members participated 
in 15 exciting science centers, consisting 
of activities, labs and experiments.  The 

science centers were facilitated by Horizon 
faculty and staff members.  Ten lucky 
students won the drawing for family passes 
to the Museum of Arts and Sciences in 
Daytona Beach.  Horizon thanks its PTA and 
sponsors for supporting science education.

•	 Fourth and fifth graders at Horizon 
Elementary have had the unique opportunity 
to learn about the scientific process through 
hands-on activities investigating matter, 
chemistry, engineering, biology, the natural 
world and physics.  Members of the Horizon 
Science Club learn in pairs and groups while 
they build their background knowledge 
and stretch their thinking through fun and 
challenging activities.  Fifth-grade teachers 
Bill Strickland and Leah Moss made a special 
effort to reach out to girls when starting up 
the club.  All students are encouraged to think 
about a career in STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) fields, even at 
this early age.

Ormond Beach Middle School
Ormond Beach Middle students won the 
Black History Brain Bowl on February 22.  
Congratulations to Shania Pope, Cameron 
McClaine, Daquane Byrd, Corey Shepard, Azaline 
Thompson and Gustavo Torres.  The students 
studied over 350 Black History facts to prepare 
for competition.  The students won tablets and 
bookbags with supplies from Brighthouse.  Also at 
Ormond Beach Middle for the month of February, 
students have been participating in daily Black 
History trivia.  Three winners are selected on a 
daily basis.  Guest speaker for the month was Dr. 
James Huger who shared personal experience of 
working with Dr. Martin Luther King. Classroom 
teachers prepared posters for a Black History 
gallery walk.  The month culminated with a Soul 
Food Luncheon.

Ortona Elementary School and Osceola 
Elementary School
•	 Fourth grade students at Ortona and Osceola 

elementaries participated in a pep rally geared 



   Page 11March 2014
toward boosting 
their spirits as they 
headed into the 
FCAT Writing 
a s s e s s m e n t .  
Students at both 
schools got pumped up with songs, skits and 
a visit from the Seabreeze High School Junior 
Varsity cheerleaders!  As the students exited 
the cafeteria at their respective schools, all 
other grade levels were in the common area 
with posters and raised voices cheering them 
on to success.

•	 Ortona and Osceola elementaries not only 
share an administrative team, they also share 
collaborative ideas for the advancement of 
students at both schools.  One of the common 
activities boosting student achievement 
at both schools is reading and writing 
buddies.  Ortona Elementary 4th grade 
students buddy with kindergarten students 
weekly to enhance their reading skills. 

The older students read with the younger 
students and have been trained to increase 
their comprehension by asking probing 
questions.  These 4th graders could make 
excellent educators one day!  At Osceola 
Elementary, 4th grade students buddy with 
2nd grade students weekly to improve 
literacy skills in reading and writing.  The 
older students assist the younger students 
with reading more complex texts and with 
planning and publishing various writing 
activities.  We may have some budding 
authors being developed!

Pathways Elementary School
The Can Do Company at Pathways Elementary 
is working with the Crayola ColorCycle initiative 
to recycle dried up markers into fuel.  It takes 
308 markers to make a gallon of fuel.  So far over 
300,000 gallons of fuel have been made through 
recycled markers.  This is currently happening at 
Pathways Elementary.  Elizabeth Bewerse is the 
teacher in charge of the program and coordinates 
with Crayola.  The Can Do Company (students at 
Pathways) is spearheading this program, and does 

many other helpful tasks daily to help students and 
teachers alike.

Pine Ridge High School
•	 Pine Ridge High presented the fizzy, family-

friendly musical “Godspell” by Stephen 
Schwartz of Wicked fame.  From laughter 
to tears, the music and story range from 
whimsical to evocative to compelling.  The 
cast and live band gave a night to remember 
with their buoyant, captivating performance 
of this modern classic.  The production was 
dedicated to Charles Lundell, Pine Ridge 
Superman, in his fight against cancer.  Go 
Team Charlie!  All proceeds from the sales 
of Godspell t-shirts went to help Charlie and 
his family.

•	 Alejandra Morales, a senior at Pine Ridge 
High, was honored for her exemplary 
volunteer service with a President’s Volunteer 
Service Award.  The award, which recognizes 
Americans of all ages who have volunteered 
significant amounts of their time to serve 
their communities and their country, 
was granted by The Prudential Spirit of 
Community Awards program on behalf of 
President Barack Obama.  Alejandra has 
volunteered in her school and her community 
and has clocked over 500 community service 
volunteer hours. 

Pride Elementary School
What was once a dream, has become a reality 
at Pride Elementary.  The school track has been 
built on the P.E. field.  The track could not have 
been built without the assistance of Principal 
Leslie Frazee, kindergarten teacher Tina Coody-
Bjorkland, P.E. Coach Jared Taylor  and All 
Terrain Tractor Service owner Jamie Crow.  Coach 
Taylor has been raising funds for the past five 
years to build the track.  When he transferred 
to Pride Elementary, he made a ten-year plan to 
build the track.  Mr. Crow and his crew did a 
phenomenal job helping and volunteering their 
time and equipment to build the track.  Students 
will benefit from this track for years to come.  On 
Saturday, March 8, Pride Elementary hosted the 
5th Annual 2-Mile Pride Prowl with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony prior to the start of the race.

Southwestern Middle School
•	 Benjamin Herstein, Southwestern Middle 

student, has been accepted into the esteemed 
American Hebrew Academy Honor Society.  
The Academy, An international Jewish 
college-prep boarding school, recently 
extended invitations to a select number of 
students worldwide for admittance into its 
exclusive organization.  Now in its fifth 
year, the American Hebrew Academy Honor 
Society is an international honor society 
that acknowledges exceptional 8th and 9th 
grade students, like Benjamin, who have 
demonstrated excellence in academics, 
athletics, the arts, leadership and service to 
their communities.  The Honor Society is 

modeled after the National Honor Society, 
receiving recommendations, applicant 
questionnaires and transcripts in an effort to 
identify the most outstanding young Jewish 
students in the US and beyond.  Along 
with the other Honor Society inductees, 
Benjamin has the opportunity to compete for 
substantial annual merit-based scholarships 
to attend the American Hebrew Academy.  
Students nominated and accepted into the 
American Hebrew Academy Honor Society 
are not required to attend the Academy.  
Benjamin will receive an impressive award 
certificate designed by world renowned artist, 
Mordecai Rosenstein.  

•	 Congratulations to Mr. Michael Clark and 
his Southwestern Middle Robotics Club, 
the Technical Tigers.  They competed in the 
“Beaches Robo Blast” held at Jacksonville 
Beach Elementary.  Club members who 
participated in all three robot rounds were: 
Justin Alvarado, Matthew Jolliffe, Benjamin 
Herstein, Robert Junkins, Clayton Clifton, 
Jacob Smith, David Jolliffe and Cole 
Mannebach.

Spruce Creek Elementary School
•	 Spruce Creek Elementary was 

fortunate to host an incredible training.  

On January 25, teachers and administrators 
were given the opportunity to collaborate 
in the Kagan Structures Level II workshop.  
There were 31 attendees, which included 
over half the school’s teachers.  The goal of 
this workshop was to help increase student 
achievement through the use of Hierarchy 
of Learning in the classroom, planning 
instruction, assessment of student activities 
and student learning.  The cooperative 
learning training was a great professional 
development opportunity to help students 
succeed.

•	 Spruce Creek Elementary hosted a Multi-
Cultural Art Festival for all students on 
March 6. The festival was a great way to 
educate students and families about world art 

2014 Upcoming Testing  

FCAT 2.0 Reading/Math Retakes:  
 April 7-11
FCAT 2.0 Reading/Math/Science:  
 April 14-25
Algebra I, Biology, Geometry, US 
History and Civics End of Course 
Exam window:  April 28-May 23

http://www.crayola.com/colorcycle.aspx
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Volusia 2014 Graduation Schedule
School   Date  Time  Location

Atlantic   May 31, 2014 9 a.m.  Ocean Center
DeLand   May 30, 2014 4 p.m.  Ocean Center
Deltona   May 30, 2014 8 p.m.  Ocean Center
Mainland  June 1, 2014 4 p.m.  Ocean Center
New Smyrna Beach June 1, 2014 7:30 p.m. Ocean Center
Pine Ridge  May 31, 2014 4:30 p.m. Ocean Center
Seabreeze  May 31, 2014 8 p.m.  Ocean Center
Spruce Creek  June 1, 2014 noon  Ocean Center
Taylor   May 29, 2014 7 p.m.  Stetson University
University  May 31, 2014 12:30 p.m. Ocean Center

and different cultures. Ethnic food was served.  
In addition, there were displays from different 
countries, music, dance and an art show.  
Special thanks to the PTA and local businesses 
for their support.

Spruce Creek High School
•	 Spruce Creek High students, Owen Kelly 

and Priya Sathyanarayan, were selected to 
attend the annual University of Florida 
Junior Science, Engineering and Humanities 
Symposium in Gainesville.  Owen and Priya 
were two of only 25 students from the state 
selected to present their research projects at 
the symposium.  Both students made the final 
round and will go on to represent the state of 
Florida at the National JSEHS competition.  
Congratulations to 
SCHS Science Hawks.

•	 Congratulations to 
Spruce Creek High’s 
Cadet Captain Kevin 
T. for being selected 
the Civil Air Patrol 
Southeast Region Phase 
III Cadet of the Year.  
This is an extreme 
honor and accomplishment.  Best of luck to 
Kevin at the national level.

Turie T. Small Elementary School
•	 Fourth and fifth grade students at Turie T. 

Small Elementary participated in the school’s 
first leadership conference: “Preparing Our 
Future Star Leaders.”  Students had the 
opportunity to attend six sessions; Handling 
Peer Pressure, Handling Stress, Making 
Right Choices, Communicating Effectively, 
Identifying Your Strengths and Handling 
a Bully. Each session was facilitated by a 
community member and keynote speakers: 
Chief Chitwood, Daytona Beach Police 
Department; Dr. Hiram Powell, Bethune-
Cookman University; and Mrs. Peromnia 
Grant, Assistant Superintendent of Human 
Resources for Volusia County Schools.

•	 It is a pleasure to once again welcome to 
Volusia County original Tuskegee Airman, Lt. 
Col Hiram Mann, who is 92 years old and 
currently resides in Titusville. The Tuskegee 
Airmen were the first African-American 
military aviators in the United States armed 
forces. Lt. Col. Mann will be speaking to 
the 5th grade students at Turie T. Small 
Elementary on March 19 at 1:15 pm. 

    

DRIVERS EDUCATION
High school students across 
Volusia County Public 
Schools will be driving in style 
for many years to come.  
Nine 2014 Ford Fusions were 
purchased for nine drivers 
education sites in Volusia 
County.  This purchase was 
made possible through a 
grant from the Dori Slosberg 
Foundation.

Click here to check out 
great tips and ways to 

exercise!

Wellness Corner

http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/GettingHealthy/PhysicalActivity/NationalWalkingDay/National-Walking-Day-2013_UCM_448665_Article.jsp
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Cookin’ Corner
Traditional Irish Shepherd’s Pie By Dewdropdeb
Recipe provided by food.com

Source:  http://www.food.com/recipe/traditional-irish-shepherds-pie-302120

INGREDIENTS:
•	 1 tablespoon olive oil 
•	 1 teaspoon black pepper 
•	 1 lb ground beef or 1 lb lamb 
•	 1 large onion, finely diced 
•	 3 -4 large carrots, finely diced 
•	 1 cup frozen peas 
•	 3 -4 sprigs fresh thyme, finely chopped 
•	 2 tablespoons flour 
•	 1 tablespoon butter 
•	 1 glass red wine 
•	 2 tablespoons tomato paste or ketchup
•	 2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce 
•	 1 cup stock 
•	 1 large quantity mashed potatoes ( estimating 1L or 6 cups, fresh 

or leftover) 
•	 1 egg, beaten 
•	 grated parmesan cheese (optional) 

DIRECTIONS:
1. Pre-heat oven to 200C/400°F. 
2. Sauté carrots in the olive oil until starting to get tender. 
3. Add in the onions and sauté for a minute or two then add 

the meat. 
4. Season with black pepper and thyme. 
5. Cook until browned then drain fat. 
6. Add the butter and peas. 
7. Sprinkle with flour and stir through. 
8. Add tomato paste, wine and Worcestershire sauce. 
9. Let this reduce slightly then add the chicken stock.  Allow to 

reduce down until you have a thick meaty gravy.  Season to 
your taste. 

10. Remove from heat.  Grease an oven proof dish** (9x13 works 
well, as does an oval baker) with butter and add the sauce. 

11. Spoon or pipe the mashed potatoes over top.   Brush with egg 
and sprinkle with Parmesan cheese, if using. 

12. Bake for about 20 minutes or until the potato is nice and 
browned on top. 

13. Serve as is or with some crusty bread to mop up that yummy 
sauce! 

Photo by: msbabette
Prep Time: 20 mins    Serves: 4-6            
Total Time: 40 mins    Yield: 1.0 pie

“There is nothing Irish about Corned Beef and Cabbage, but Shepherd’s Pie has always been 
and still is a staple of traditional Irish cooking.  This is a really easy, but tasty recipe that the whole 
family will enjoy.  It’s nutritionally sound with all the major food groups represented.  The British 
use lamb in their Shepherd’s Pie, but we’ve always used beef.  Do whatever you prefer or even 
try turkey if you’re watching fat content.  This sauce is lovely and rich and should go well with 
any meat. You can use fresh or leftover mashed potato.   You can also make individual pies which 
are always a hit with the kids.  This freezes beautifully too, so make two and save one!  Just let 
it defrost and glaze with the egg and pop into the oven as directed.  Enjoy! :)”

Pistachio-Cream Cheese Cookies By ValkyrieQueen 
Recipe provided by allrecipes.com

Source:  http://www.food.com/recipe/traditional-irish-shepherds-pie-302120

INGREDIENTS:
•	 1/2 cup butter, unsalted, softened 
•	 3 ounces cream cheese, softened 
•	 1 cup powdered sugar 
•	 1/2 teaspoon baking powder 
•	 1/4 teaspoon salt 
•	 1 egg 
•	 1 teaspoon vanilla 
•	 2 1/2 cups all-purpose flour 
•	 2 teaspoons oranges or 2 teaspoons lemon peel, finely shredded 
•	 1/2 cup pistachio nut, finely chopped 

DIRECTIONS:
1. In a large bowl beat butter and cream cheese on medium 

speed for about 30 seconds.  Add powdered sugar, baking 
powder, and salt.  Beat until combined, scraping side of bowl 
occasionally.  Beat in egg and vanilla until combined. Add peel 

and as much flour as you can with the mixer.  Using a wooden 
spoon, stir in any remaining flour (if needed). 

2. Divide the dough into halves.  Shape each half into a roll about 
1 1/2 inch in diameter.  Place pistachio nuts on a piece of wax 
or parchment paper.  Roll each dough roll in pistachio nuts. 
Wrap each roll in plastic wrap or wax paper.  Chill for about 
an hour or until dough is firm enough to slice. 

3. Heat oven to 375. 
4. Cut rolls into about 1/4 inch slices.  Place 1 inch apart on an 

ungreased cookie sheet. 
5. Bake for 7 to 9 minutes or until edges are light brown.  Transfer 

to wire racks to cook. 
6. Makes about 44 cookies. 
7. Uncooked dough can be frozen for up to 2 months.  Baked 

cookies can be stored between layers of waxed paper in an 
airtight container at room temperature for 2-3 days or frozen 
for up to 3 months. 



Page 14  the Educator

This newsletter is provided as a wellness resource by our School Way Café’s Evelyn Klironomos, RD, LDN 

This yeat, we've been telling you a Lot about the 
educational and health benefits of eating a 
nutritious bte.ikf.ist. When kids of .ill c19es e.it .i 
healthy meal at the beginning of the school day 
-- featuring whole gtains, fresh fruit, lowfat ot 
nonfat <faity, .ind peth.ips some Le.in ptotein -
theit ovetall wellness imptoves AND they tend to 
eat healthiet the test of the day, too. In the 
classroom, they behave better, concentrate more 
effectively, participate more, at1d (no wotidet) 

get better 9tades and petform better on 
standardized tests. So whether they get breakf.ist 
at school or at home, remembet: kids can't do 
theit best unless they'te well fed in the morning[ 

One study found that 6-yeat-olds who ate 

breakfast every day scote<.i 4.6 points h19het 
on IQ tests than kids who often skipped. 
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WELLNESS IS A WAY OF LIFE! .. 
HELPING YOUR WHOLE FAMILY FEEL WELL AND DO WELL! 

EAT BETIER 
Tty lots of different fruits, ve"99ies, and whole grains fot a 

health1,1 <liet. You're boun<I to -fin<I a few ljOl.l reall1,1 like! 

LEARN WIER 

notate whlle they read 
Students who an . of the material. 

d d retam more 
undetstan an . . even eas1et W1th 

A d annotat'in9 ,s 1) 
n . - ..t' (less messy, too. 

electromc m~,a 

PLAY HARDER 
Hurling is a sport native to Ireland 

Q:;;!"'!' ..... _..... and is immensely popular 
" there. Pla yets tty to 

strike ot catty a ball 
with a wooden stick called a "hutley" 
through or over a goalpost guarded 
by a goalie on a field about the siz.e 

of a soccer pitch. Women pla1;1 a 
similar sport called "Camo9ie." 

"FIRST THINGS FIRST!" 

LIVE HEALTHIER 
Breakfast has alwa1;1s been associated with grain foods, 
so it's the ideal time to choose mote whole grain rich 
options. Virtuall1;1 any favorite traditional breakfast 
grain food can be 
made with mote 
whole grains -
pancakes, waffles, 
muffins, cerea~ 
toast, English 
muffins, bagels, you 
name it. So whether .--.... 
you're preparing 
breakfast at home, 
taking advantage of 
breakfast at school, 
ot buying breakfast 
out, look for choices 
rich in whole 9tains! 

Fea.tr,criVl!J 
Healthy Frr,cits 

& araiYLS! 

Over the last 

two school 

years, we've put 

in place a 

number of 

our lunches and 

breakfasts (in 

schools that 

serve breakfast) 

even more 

nutritious for 

our customers. 

We 'II continue 

to use the 

Wellness 

Newsletter this 

year to keep you 

""~"". "" .. "" • • "", ."", "" •• "". """":,""· "" •• ""i· pos;~"::.;e:~ese :;;;;miiilii 
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 2013-2014   District Activities

1 April Fool’s Day
5 Volusia County Schools -   
    Daytona State College 
     Jazz Festival
8 59th State Science &  
    Engineering Fair of 
     Florida
15 Passover
18 Good Friday
 Teacher/Student Holiday
20 Easter

20-26 Administrative 
    Professionals Week
21-25 Public School Volunteer 
    Week
22 Earth Day
23 Administrative 
    Professionals Day
24 Daytona Beach Symphony 
    Society Young Musician 
    Showcase

25 National Arbor Day
28 Holocaust Remembrance 
    Day

1 Law Day
2 Midterm Period Ends
 Science Expo
4-10 National Music Week
 National Teacher 
    Appreication Week
 National Subsitute Teacher 
    Appreciation Week
5  Cinco de Mayo

6 National School Nurse Day
 National Teacher Day
11 Mother’s Day
15 VCCPTA End of Year 
    Banquet
16 FUTURES! Caribbean 
    Party
18-24 National Educational 
    Bosses’ Week

26  Memorial Day
31 World No Tobacco Day

MARCH

17 St. Patrick’s Day
19 Grade Period Ends
20-30 Spring Break Holiday
31 Grade Period Begins 

UNCF 2013 Winners Announced
Volusia County Schools’ 2013 UNCF winners were announed at the 2014 campaign kick-off breakfast held February 7th at 
Bethune Cookman College.  Congratulations to the winners and to everyone for continued support!
Elementary School Category Winners
1st Sugar Mill Elementary
2nd Champion Elementary
3rd Deltona Lakes Elementary

Department Category Winners
1st  Human Resources
2nd ESE & Student Services
3rs Curriculum

Middle School Category Winners
1st New Smyrna Beach Middle
1st Campbell Middle
2nd Southwestern Middle
3rd T. Dewitt Taylor Middle-High

High School Category Winners
1st Mainland High 
2nd Atlantic High
3rd New Smyrna Beach High

Top Individual Contribution Winners
1st Dawn McKibbin
2nd Peromnia Grant
3rd Melviona Thomson

APRIL

MAY


