
, a 4th grade teacher from Starke Elementary 
She will 

serve as Volusia County’s Teacher of the Year throughout this school year 

Ms. Edwards received her award before an audience of 900 friends 
of public education at the Hilton Daytona Beach Oceanfront Resort on 

The announcement was made at a celebration 
co-hosted by FUTURES Foundation and the Daytona Regional Chamber 

“The teachers and educators in Volusia County are absolutely 
amazing, innovative and passionate about the students of Volusia County,” 
said Chris Hill, FUTURES Foundation President. “Year in and year out 
they exceed the expectations set and mandated by either the state or 

It is a privilege and a pleasure to work with dedicated 
individuals throughout the county and witness first hand their impact on 

 

  
 
 

  
  

 
 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

Volusia County Schools
 
2014 Teacher of the Year Named
 

Emily Edwards
School, is Volusia County Schools’ Teacher of the Year for 2014.  

and next, representing all of Volusia’s teachers. 

Friday, January 25, 2013.  

of Commerce. 

federal government.  

the students. 
(continued on page 7) 

February 2013 
message from 

Dr. Margaret A. Smith 

Superintendent
 
Beginning on February 

26, the school board will hold 
the first workshop on the 2013-
2014 budget. The workshop 
will take place from 9:00 AM to 
12:00 PM in the school district 
board room at the DeLand 
Administrative Complex, 200 
North Clara Avenue, DeLand. 
Other workshop dates will be 
announced later. 

The focus of budget 
decisions will be to target 
all possible funds to student 
instructional programs, 
services and activities. Every 
effort will be made to protect 
the classroom and schools 
from further reductions 
and to meet the class size 
requirements. 

The agenda items for 
the first workshop will include 
the following information: 
a review of the 2012-2013 

(continued on page 2) 
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NEed legal assistance?
 

Need financiAl counseling?
 

Need help with Personal issues?
 

in
      luck! 

As an employee of Volusia County Schools, 
all of this and more is available to you and every 
member of your household free of charge through 
our EmployeemAssistance Program (EAP).  EAP is 
available to help employees and members of their 
household resolve personal and work problems 
through professional assistance.  All services provided 
through EAP are confidential. 

Please take a moment to visit the district EAP 
website under the Insurance and Employee Benefits 
department page for more information. You may also 
visit www.horizoncarelink.com for other free resources 
provided by EAP, including free webinars. The login 
and password to access the site is VCS. You may 
contact Horizon Health at 1-800-272-7252 for detailed 
information on the services provided or to schedule an 
appointment. 

(continued from page 1) 

Superintendent 
budget, a review of budget reductions since 
2006-2007, a report of the website survey input 
for budget cuts, the projected budget deficit 
of more than $30 million for next school year 
(2013-2014), potential options to consider for 
budget reductions and--if time permits--the 
start of budget information presentations by 
district departments. The district department 
budget presentations will continue at the next 
budget workshop. 

Once all of the budget information is 
reviewed and presented, school board members 
will deliberate and make decisions. When the 
legislative session ends, scheduled for May 
3, school districts receive education funding 
allocations that are necessary to finalize a 
budget plan. On July 23, the school board 
will adopt a tentative budget and final budget 
adoption will occur on September 10, 2013. 

Yours in Education, 

Margaret A. Smith, D.Ed. 
Superintendent of School 

Employee Assistance 
Program 

You’re

Volusia Leadership Academy 
LEADERSHIP GROWTH OPPORTUNITY! 

A leadership growth opportunity will soon become available through the district’s Human Resources management and development 
program, the Volusia Leadership Academy. This two year program contains a competency-based curriculum which will develop current 
employees’ leadership potential and knowledge of district procedures/policies. The Academy is geared towards the development 
of emerging leaders and will be available to administrators with a minimum of three years administrative experience within Volusia 
County Schools. Please visit the Leadership Academy link under the Human Resources, Recruitment and Retention webpage for 
more information and updates. 

The Academy application process will begin in March 2013 and will launch in August 2013 with a pilot cohort.  Informational sessions 
will be held as follows: 

WEST EAST 
Monday, February 25, 2013 Thursday, February 28, 2013 
4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM 
DAC - Boardroom Mainland High - Multi-Purpose Room 

Please direct any questions to Liz Perpinan, HR Retention Specialist via email or phone extension, 20195. 

(Note: At this time, selection for the pilot cohort of the Academy will only be open to administrative employees in Assistant Director, Coordinator, 
Specialist, and Assistant Principal positions.) 

http://myvolusiaschools.org/hr-recruitment-retention/Pages/Leadership-Academy.aspx
mailto:lmperpin%40volusia.k12.fl.us?subject=Volusia%20Leadership%20Academy
www.horizoncarelink.com
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New School Board Members 

In November 2012, Mrs. 
Linda Costello was elected to her 
first term as school board member. 
Mrs. Costello graduated from the 
University of Central Florida with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work and 
from Florida State University with a 
Master’s Degree in Social Work. She 
previously worked as a Mental Health 
Therapist at Humana Hospital followed by opening her own 
private practice and subsequently working for Our Children 
First.  She is a past recipient of the “Child Advocate of the 
Year” award given by the Volusia-Flagler Committee for Positive 
Parenting. 

Mrs. Costello represents District 4, northeast Volusia 
County including the areas of Ormond Beach, Holly Hill and 
portions of Daytona Beach and DeLeon Springs. 

Mrs. Linda Costello, District 4 
On January 15, 2013, in a 

special election, Mrs. Ida D. Wright 
was elected as our fifth School 
Board Member, filling the District 2 
seat vacated by Dr. Al Willams. Her 
district includes the greater Daytona 
Beach area, Daytona Beach shores, 
Ponce Inlet, South Daytona and a 
portion of Port Orange. 

Mrs. Wright is a lifetime resident of Volusia County. 
She graduated from the University of Central Florida 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration and 
earned a Master’s Degree in Business Administration with a 
concentration in Management from Stetson University.  She 
served on the PTSA and the School Advisory Committee at 
Champion Elementary and David C. Hinson Middle School. 
She is currently employed at Bethune-Cookman University 
in the School of Business and is the co-owner of AM Wright 
Construction. 

Mrs. Ida D. Wright, District 2 

FEDERAL TAX CHANGES
	
SOCIAL SECURITY TAX – the 2% reduction in the Social Security tax rate that was part of a federal stimulus
package in 2011 and 2012 has expired and was not renewed by Congress for 2013.  The rate for calendar years
2011 and 2012 was reduced from 6.2% to 4.2% for the stimulus; the rate for calendar year 2013 is back to
6.2%. 

FEDERAL INCOME TAX WITHHOLDING – the 2013 tax tables for federal income tax withholding will result in a
very slight decrease in federal income taxes withheld for most employees. 

With all else being equal, the net result of these federal tax changes will be a reduction in take home pay
for employees beginning with the January 15, 2013 pay date.  The dollar amount will vary depending on the
employee’s total taxable wages and W4 information but should range between 1.8% and 2% of gross taxable 
wages. For this purpose “gross taxable wage” is defined as the amount of gross pay (before taxes and
deductions) less insurance deductions under the 125-plan. 

Address correspondence to: 
The Educator 
Editor,  Liz Perpiñan,  Human  Resources 
LMPerpin@volusia.k12.fl.us 

School Board of Volusia County Contributing Editors: 
Mrs. Diane J. Smith, Chairman Brenda  Brett,  Technology Services 

Ms. Candace Lankford, Vice Chairman Denise Dietrich, Superintendent’s Office 
Mrs. Linda Costello Evette  Gonzalez, Human  Resources 
Mr. Stan Schmidt D’Lorah Hyacinth, Human Resources 

Mrs. Ida D. Wright Dana Paige-Pender,  Human  Resources 
Liz Thayer, Human Resources 

Superintendent of Schools Pat Travis, Community  Information 
Dr.  Margaret A. Smith Nancy Wait,  Community Information 

Log on to the 

ePortal
 
often to 


review payroll 

information 


and more!
 

mailto:LMPerpin%40volusia.k12.fl.us?subject=The%20Educator
https://ww2.volusia.k12.fl.us/eportal/DesktopDefault.aspx?timeout=true
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At a time when a college degree is what a high school diploma was to previous 
generations—the minimum entry-level requirement for almost every well-paying 
career—United Negro College Fund (UNCF) plays a critical role in enabling more 
than 60,000 students each year to attend college and get the education they need and 
that the nation needs them to have. Every year the Volusia County School District 
raises money for UNCF in a district-wide campaign. This year Dr. Margaret Smith, 
Superintendent of Volusia County Schools, is challenging each employee to make a 

one-time contribution of $8. This will enable us to reach the district’s $65,000 campaign goal. 
Click here to login to ePortal and make your contribution today!

 ** Scholarship Alert!!** 
Bethune-Cookman University Interim President, Dr. Edison O. Jackson, and 
UNCF Campaign Chair, Dr. Michelle Carter-Scott, announced earlier this 
month at the district’s UNCF Campaign Kick-off Breakfast that Bethune-
Cookman and the Vince Carter Embassy of Hope Foundation will join 
together to offer Presidential Scholarships to 10 Volusia County Schools 
students.  High school guidance counselors will receive the detailed 
scholarship information by mid-March. 

 FUTURES! Foundation 

Island Time
 
Arrives April 19th, 2013
 

The FUTURES Caribbean Party is always a fun, This year, we have enjoyed unprecedented participation 

6 pm to 11 pm 

island fare.  

much more. 

2012-2013 Payroll Deduction 
Campaign 

casual evening for supporters of Volusia County Schools to 
gather, celebrate and enjoy fine food and drink.  Guests can 
come in flip flops and casual attire and enjoy the beautiful 
weather Florida has to offer!  Join us on Friday, April 19th from 

This year we are celebrating on the beautiful Halifax 
River at the Marina Grande on the Halifax in Holly Hill.  The 
Love Band will be there to provide outstanding entertainment 
and Zest! Catering and Events by Fay will provide gourmet 

Specialty baskets will be available for bidding as 
part of the annual raffle.  Items will include pampering services, 
items for the home, trips, theme park tickets, kids’ items, and 

Plans for the next Caribbean Party are well under way, 
and sponsorship opportunities are among those plans. 

Sponsorship levels are as follows: 
Superintendents Level - $2,500 

Principals Level - $1,000 
Teachers Level - $500 

Sponsors will be acknowledged at “FUTURES... 
Caribbean Party” and opportunities to display your company’s 
logo will be featured on our website, e-newsletter, and in the 
slide show. To make sure your favorite local business, individual 
or family is represented, please contact Kelly Ferguson at (386) 
255-6475 ext. 50730 for additional information. 

in the payroll deduction campaign to benefit FUTURES! 
Thank you to all of the participants – previous participants and 
new – who have joined to show support. Your participation will 
be directly reflected in classroom programs and staff recognition 
events.  We have decided to extend the campaign through 
February 2013.  ANYONE who is currently participating in 
our payroll deduction campaign – and those who sign up by 
2/28/13 - will be entered into a drawing at the beginning of 
March to win one of 22 prizes.  We have select restaurant gift 
cards and two complimentary tickets to the Caribbean Party on 
April 19th!  All participants registered as of 2/28 will be entered 
into the drawing and winners will be selected at random for 
these prizes. 

No amount is too small to provide and your support is 
greatly appreciated.  If you are not a current member, we hope 
that you will give this program your heartfelt consideration. 
Just think of all the current unmet needs that could be fulfilled 
if we all pulled together! 

For a registration form, please visit www.FuturesVolusia. 
org  or contact Brenda Hamilton at 386-255-6475, ext. 50723 
or bshamilt@volusia.k12.fl.us. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT, TEAM VOLUSIA! 

http://www.FuturesVolusia.org
http://www.FuturesVolusia.org
mailto:bshamilt%40volusia.k12.fl.us?subject=
https://ww2.volusia.k12.fl.us/eportal/DesktopDefault.aspx
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VASA Announces Administrator of the Year
 
VASA Administrator’s of Year awards were presented at the annual 


Phi Delta Kappa dinner on January 16, 2013. 


The recipient of the District Administrator of the Year was awarded to Cindy Fisher, Coordinator of 
Student Discipline and Records.  Ms. Fisher has served as a mentor for Volusia County School’s Principal Intern 
Program.  She serves as a resource to all VCS teachers, administrators, and community members regarding 
student discipline, enrollment issues and custody issues.  Ms. Fisher serves as a member of the VCS Security 
Audit Team and works with schools on ways to appropriately document security issues.  Ms. Fisher’s community 
activities include directing and playing in the orchestra at her church, as well as singing in the choir.  She teaches 
Sunday school to adult women and serves on several committees.  She has traveled internationally to provide 
support and resources to missionary families and nationals of Kenya, providing child care, vacation Bible School,
youth camp and music for daily meetings. 

The recipient of the Secondary Assistant Principal of the Year was awarded to Dr. Mary Ellen Speidel,
Principal Intern, Ormond Beach Middle School.  Dr. Speidel ‘s service to others includes the mentoring of 
educational leadership candidates through their administrative internship, mentoring of new ESE assistant 
principals, mentoring of new teachers and supervision of pre-service interns. Dr. Speidel has served her 
community on several committees, including;Vice Chair for the Quality of Life Board, City of Ormond Beach,
Pillar Club-United Way, Phi Delta Kappa President-East Central Florida and currently as VASA secretary.  She is 
viewed by her colleagues as one “who understands that in education, we work together for the greater good,
and she puts the needs of the student first at all times.  Her strength is that she is always looking at situations 
to see how she may help instead of viewing situations as to how she will benefit.” 

The Elementary Assistant Principal of the Year was awarded to Kimberly McKinney, Principal Intern, Blue 
Lake Elementary.  Ms. McKinney has traveled extensively and each new location has given her the opportunity 
to pick up creative teaching ideas in the areas of literacy, civics, social studies, science and the arts. While 
attending the Solution Tree’s Conference on Professional Learning in New Orleans, she learned to “delve 
deep into the three big ideas of a PLC- focus on learning, build a collaborative culture, and results orientation.”
Through this knowledge she has helped develop strategies to transform the school into a place where all 
students learn at high levels.  Ms. McKinney has coordinated several community events and invites community 
leaders, Stetson University faculty and students to share in Blue Lake’s Walk to School, a fitness and safety 
awareness event. Ms. McKinney is active in fund raising for St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital, Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society and is involved with Feeding the Homeless programs at different churches, as well as 
coordinating assistance for families at Blue Lake Elementary.  It is said that her greatest strength is “compassion.” 

Cindy Fisher (left) with 
VASA President, Leslie 
Sileo 

Mary Ellen Speidel 
(left) with VASA 
President, Leslie Sileo 

Kimberly McKinney 
(left) with VASA 
President, Leslie Sileo 

Let Your Voice Be Heard…If you have enjoyed this 
edition of the Volusia County District Newsletter, 
The Educator, let us know. If you didn’t, tell us 
that as well.  Your opinion is important and your 
feedback will help to provide insight about what 
is important to you.  Have an idea for an article? 
Or perhaps you’d like to write an article yourself! 
Send your idea and/or information to the editor 
at lmperpin@volusia.k12.fl.us. You may see your 
idea (or your article) in an upcoming issue! 

mailto:lmperpin%40volusia.k12.fl.us?subject=The%20Educator%20
http://blackboard.volusia.k12.fl.us/bbcswebdav/orgs/WEB.DEPT.partnership/Employees%20Only/VIPS%20Materials/Recognition%20Handbook%20Rev%2007-2012.pdf
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Adobo-Marinated Grass-Fed Flank 
Steak with Spinach Salad

 Cookin’ Corner 
Walk off the bulge 

Walking – as far as often, and as briskly
as you can manage – is quite possibly the single
healthiest activity most people can do everyday.
The health benefits of walking are simply amazing.
Just 30 minutes of vigorous walking a day helps
you sleep better, reduces stress, increases energy,
strengthens your heart and bones, and helps 
prevent diabetes and a host of other ailments – all
the while toning your muscles.  Wow!  And walking
isn’t just good for your health – it’s good for your
busy schedule and good for your wallet too.  You 
can walk anywhere at any time, so there’s no need
to make special plans just to exercise.  When you
walk regularly, who needs to spend money on a
health club? The whole world’s your gym! 

If you want to walk off the weight fast, just
add this simple do-anywhere 300-400-500 Diet
Plan. Here’s how it works: You eat about 300 
calories for breakfast, 400 calories for lunch, 500
calories for dinner, and one 100-calorie snack.
(Keep track using your favorite smartphone or
online tracker.)  Combine this diet with our walking
plan, and you’ll ditch up to 10 pounds in 21 days. 

Choose one 300-calorie breakfast from this list 
every morning:

• Baked Oatmeal
 • Mediterranean Breakfast Couscous
 • Southwest Breakfast Wrap
• Everything but the Kitchen Sink Frittata
• Breakfast Coffee Cake 

Choose one 400-calorie lunch option from this list
every day:

• Quickie Nicoise Salad
• Chicken Wrap with Curry-Mango

Mayonnaise
• Roast Beef Panini
 • Avocado Lettuce Tomato Sandwiches
 • Chopped Greek Salad 

Choose one 500-calorie dinner option from this list
every evening:

• Spice-Rubbed Salmon Steaks with Mashed
Potatoes
 • Orecchiette with Roasted Broccoli and 

Walnuts
 • I Ricchi e I Poveri (The Rich and the Poor)
• Chicken BLT on Red Onion Focaccia
 • Adobo-Marinated Grass-Fed Flank Steak 

with Spinach Salad 

Enjoy one 100-calorie snack from this list every
day: 

• 4 mini chocolate chip cookies (like Whole
Foods 365 Everyday Value Organic Brand)

• 9 corn chips with a half-cup of salsa
• 2 Ghirardelli chocolate squares
• 2 tablespoons trail mix
• 16 roasted salted almonds 
• 2 tablespoons whipped low fat cream cheese

with 1 rectangular cinnamon graham cracker 
Southwest Breakfast Wrap 

Sources:  VCS SWC “Wellness is a Way of Life!” newsletter [March 2011 issue]. http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20405960,00.html 

http://www.health.com/health/recipe/0,,10000000549848,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_4,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_5,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_6,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_7,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_9,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_10,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_10,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_11,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_12,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_13,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_15,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_15,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_16,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_16,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_17,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_18,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_19,00.html
http://www.health.com/health/gallery/0,,20406031_19,00.html
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Teacher of the Year
 (continued from page 1) 

“Futures Foundation’s primary goal is to serve and to support these hard working and often underappreciated 
torch bearers for education.  Our Board and our Chamber feel strongly that our teachers need to be praised, validated 
and celebrated as an incredible group of professionals.” 

Ms. Edwards began her career at Starke Elementary in 2009, after graduating from Stetson University.  She 
is a fourth grade classroom teacher and, in 2010 and 2011, was charged with teaching writing to the entire fourth 
grade. 

In Ms. Edwards’ opinion, thinking, designing and implementing new ways to teach her students is the most 
creatively satisfying aspect of teaching.  Being charged with teaching writing to the entire fourth grade, she attended 
trainings and created exciting ways to engage her students so they would not only perform well on the FCAT, but 
develop a love of writing. 

She believes that in order to achieve 100% success, she must give 100% on a daily basis. To that end, she 
wrote a contract challenging her students to achieve what they had never achieved – a 100% pass rate on the FCAT 
writing exam.  And when they felt they were ready to fully accept, her students signed the “100% Pledge” challenge. 
When the FCAT scores came in, the writing scores were the highest achieving scores to date: 100% of students scored 
a three or higher. 

A colleague described Ms. Edwards as someone who goes above and beyond for her students, always looking 
for new and innovative ways to make learning fun and relevant for them.  Ms. Edwards knows that her students 
can achieve success by having consecutive effective teachers.  She believes effective teachers engage their students 
consistently and that is her first priority. 

In a letter of recommendation, Barbara Head, former principal of Starke Elementary who is now principal at 
Citrus Grove Elementary, wrote that Ms. Edwards “quickly demonstrated a natural ability for her chosen career and 
the intellectual stamina to become an expert teacher.”  Described as creative, motivated and committed to lifelong 
learning, Ms. Edwards succeeds Leslie Birney, a 4th grade teacher from Citrus Grove Elementary School, who was 
Volusia County’s 2013 Teacher of the Year. 

In addition to Ms. Edwards, four other teachers received special recognition as finalists: 
•	 Jami L. Atkinson, ESE Consultation Teacher/Academic Coach, Heritage Middle 
•	 Melanie Kestory, 3rd grade, DeBary Elementary 
•	 Amber Leahey McAndrew, 4th/5th grade gifted, Tomoka Elementary 
•	 Jonathan Pearce, History/Civics, DeLand Middle	 

The Teacher of the Year celebration, presented by Halifax Health, was co-hosted by FUTURES Foundation 
and the Daytona Regional Chamber of Commerce.  Major sponsors included Aramark, Bank of America, Kennedy 
Space Center Credit Union, Florida Power & Light, University of Central Florida, Nova Southeastern University, 
Diamond Motors, Volusia County Council of PTAs, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Jostens, Express 
Printing, Dean Stewart Photography and Impressions by Naomi. 

More than 100 businesses and organizations in Volusia County also contributed donations of goods and 
services to Volusia’s Teacher of the Year program. 
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AREA I NEWS 

Mr. Tom Russell 
Area Superintendent 

Atlantic High School 
•	 Ms. Milliken’s 2nd period class at Atlantic 

High won the district’s attendance contest 
this year for their “Everybody, Everyday” 
poem. The district representatives and the 
school’s administrative staff made a surprise 
visit to Ms. Milliken’s classroom with 
certificates for each student, balloons and 
picture taking.  The students are:  Tiffany 
King, Jon Williams, Cathy Jennetten, Casey 
Daniels, and Courtney Widdison. 

•	 Save the date!  Atlantic High’s 2nd Annual 
Family Night will be held Monday, March 
4, from 4:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  The program 
features live entertainment from the Atlantic 
High School Visual and Performing Arts 
Department, informational breakout sessions 
for parents, a clothing distribution by clothing 
ministry, Clothes to You, a free family 
portrait, door prizes, amazing student art 
show, and free dinner. Two students will win 
$300 scholarships to Daytona State College 
in the grand prize drawing at the conclusion 
of the program.  The keynote speaker will 
be Sharon Draper who is a New York Times 
best-selling author, internationally acclaimed 
speaker, poet and teacher.  Mrs. Draper will 
share, entertain, and inspire students and 
adults about the importance of reading and 
writing. Mrs. Draper will introduce her new 
book, “Panic,” and have copies available for 
purchase and autographing.  RSVP by calling 
386- 322-6100, ext. 38199, by February 22 
to hold a spot for your family.  This event 
drew over 500 participants last year. 

Blue Lake Elementary School 
•	 In December, the 4th and 5th grade 

classes performed the musical “Paint the 
Town December.”  The musical, written 
by Roger Emerson and John Jacobson, is 
a multicultural holiday celebration which 
explores the celebratory traditions of 
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Christmas and Las 

News and events/activities provided by each school.  If 
you  wish to  share  information regarding your school, 
please  contact “The Educator” editor via email at : 
lmperpin@volusia.k12.fl.us. 

Posadas. The production was directed by 
Patrick Rossi and Tricia Arel, the school’s 
music and drama teachers. 

•	 Radio Disney, in conjunction with Halifax 
Health, presented their new “Move-It!” 
program to the fourth grade classes of Blue 
Lake Elementary. The program, complete 
with a DJ and Radio Disney AM990 music, 
encouraged the students to get up and get 
moving. The 4th grade classes became a part 
of the presentation as they learned how to 
stretch, warm up and get active by dancing to 
some of today’s popular songs. The “Move-It” 
program was a great way to teach the students 
that exercise is fun. 

Chisolm Elementary School 
•	 The Marine Corp League of retired Marines, 

Captain “Tiger” Mayberry Detachment #658 
(Daytona Beach) Honor Guard, were on 
hand to officially install the 2012- 13 Flag 
Bearers of Chisholm Elementary.  Mr. Jim 
Casale; Captain of the Honor Guard, Mr. 
Pep Dean; Vice Commandant and Mr. Jerry 
DiBartolomeo 654th Detachment instructed 
the students in the etiquette of the flag. 
Student flag bearers are Jenna Toole, Cami 
Roberts, Derek Pixton and Luke Taylor. 

•	 Students had the opportunity to be a part of 
the “Otter 501” documentary project made 
possible from a generous donation made by 
Sue Lewis, grandmother to one of the school’s 

5th grade gifted students. Students had the 
experience of engaging in a video chat with 
the biologist, Katie Pofahl who was featured 
in the film. All gifted classes viewed the film, 
discussed knowledge gained and then drafted 
numerous questions to ask Ms. Pofahl. They 
had the chance to video chat with her for 
about 45 minutes. It was fantastic and a 
wonderful experience for the children to be a 
part of – not only did they learn a lot about 
sea otters but also had the chance to use 
technology for distance learning. 

Debary Elementary School 
During the month of December, Debary 
Elementary third grade students read the story 
“Beatrice’s Goat.”  This story is a true story about 
a young girl who lives in a small village in Uganda. 
Her dream is to one day earn enough money 
to be able to attend school. With help from an 
Organization called Heifer International, a goat 
was donated to her family.  This goat provided an 
income for her family by selling the milk to fellow 
villagers. Over time, this income helped to make 
Beatrice’s dream of earning an education come 
true.  For the holiday season, third graders wanted 
to continue spreading the gift of opportunity by 
participating in a fundraiser to help raise money 
for families like Beatrice’s family.  These third grade 
students and their families helped raise enough 
money to purchase two goats, a flock of chickens 
and tree seedlings from Heifer International for 

Chisolm Elementary School

and 

Coronado Beach Elementary School
 
The New Smyrna Beach Garden Club 

announced the Chisholm Elementary (photo 
left) and Coronado Beach Elementary (photo 
right) student winners of the Smokey Bear and 
Woodsy Owl poster contest sponsored by the 

Florida Federation of Garden Clubs and the National Garden Club. A committee chaired 
by Sallie Spurney reviewed 48 entries from both schools.  Winners from Coronado: 1st place 
- Gwynnie Peterson; 2nd place - Jessica Henning; and 3rd place - Sara Pearson.  Winners 
from Chisholm: 1st place - Sofia Miranda; 2nd place - -Madelyn Schneider; and 3rd place 
- Thea Gallagher.  Each winner received a certificate and a cash award.  Both of the first 
place entries will be submitted to the Florida Federated Garden Club for competition at the 
state level. The Garden Club extends its appreciation to Marla DeLoach Griffin, school 
counselor at Chisholm and Coronado Elementary schools for her assistance in promoting 
the contest. 

mailto:lmperpin%40volusia.k12.fl.us.?subject=The%20Educator
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families in need. 

Deltona Middle School 
Magical Media Night is Deltona Middle’s Literacy 
Fair. This year it will take place during Literacy 
Week on Thursday, January 17. This year’s theme 
is “Recipe for Success.”   The school will be 
celebrating literacy with student work from all 
subject areas.  In addition, authors will be available 
to talk with students and families. Projects from 
Magical Media Night will be taken to the Volusia 
County Literacy Fair.  The Social Studies Fair will 
also take place during this event. 

Discovery Elementary School 
•	 On Tuesday, January 15, students and teachers 

at Discovery Elementary wore their best luau 
attire to celebrate Literacy Week.  Leis were 
provided for all students and teachers as they 
entered the cafeteria.  Students brought books 
to lunch and were reminded they were able to 
read as soon as they finished eating. 

•	 Discovery Elementary is proud to announce 
that Leilany Acevedo, first grade student, won 
the 2012 WalkSafe Statewide Poster Contest 
for Volusia County.  The posters are scored 
on message clarity, creativity, visual clarity, 
brightness and use of color.  As a county 
winner, she receiveed a pair of sneakers 
courtesy of Foot Locker, a certificate and her 
poster was framed for display at the school. 
Her winning poster was also placed on the 
WalkSafe website identified by her name, 
age, and school. Poster images have also been 
placed on the WalkSafe Facebook page: 2012 
WalkSafe Poster Contest Winners. 

Enterprise Elementary School 
•	 Hurricane Sandy disrupted the centennial 

celebration of Enterprise Elementary, but that 
disappointment turned to joy on December 
4. It was a nighttime winter festival with 
lights all a’ twinklin’ and a cool breeze lightly 
blowing. Holiday music, games, food trucks, 
auctions and Santa Shop were just some of 
the activities available. It was a beautiful sight 
to see all the students, parents and faculty 
members come together to enjoy this very 
special occasion - enjoying the celebration of 
100 years. 

•	 The Museum of Arts and Sciences sponsored 
a Science Night for the lucky parents and 
children at Enterprise Elementary. They 
brought hands-on experiments which were 
manned by the Enterprise teachers. The 
children and parents had so much fun learning 
about motion, energy, light, the night sky, 
and solar system. This was a tremendous 
opportunity for so many students to have this 
chance to see these concepts in action. 

Forest Lake Elementary School 
Daniel Howard, fifth grade student, was awarded 
second place in the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
greeting card contest.  The contest, sponsored by 
the Deltona Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee 

was themed “What Would Dr. King Say If He 
Were Here Today?” Daniel was honored at the 
Dream Keepers Breakfast. 

Friendship Elementary School 
•	 After a long week of learning, Friendship 

Elementary’s students, parents, and teachers 
came back to school on a Friday night!  Why? 
They came for Family Math and Science 
Night, of course.  The PTO was on hand 
with pizza and drinks, and teachers supplied 
dazzling math activities and amazing science 
experiments. There were fabulous door prizes 
including a $25 gift certificate to Toys R Us. 
The happy crowd went home well-fed and 
thinking about math and science. 

•	 Friendship Elementary’s emphasis on 
technology has spread into the art room. 
Mrs. Helen Cantwell digitally copied, 
photographed and downloaded student art 
onto Artsonia.com. Now the students’ art 
can be viewed from the comfort of their 
own computer.  Students receive contact 
information that may be shared with family 
and friends. Artsonia is the world’s largest 
online gallery for student art.  Check it out! 

Heritage Middle School 
•	 Ivy Grace Morgan, a 7th grade student 

from Heritage Middle, received a Super 
Star certificate from the city of Deltona for 
being motivated, responsible, hard working, 
involved and kind.  She is not only an 
outstanding student herself, but is willing 
through her kindness to work with others. 
Numerous times she has taken time to 
patiently work with others who are not able 
to understand the content as easily as she has. 
Ivy Grace is a model student and the school 
is proud to have her at Heritage. 

•	 Heritage Middle was selected as “cool school 
of the week” by Fox 35 right before the winter 
break. The live news broadcast took place on 
campus January 9, and highlighted school 
clubs and the band. Heritage won with 60% 
of the votes against the competition!! You can 
watch the videos on the Fox 35 website. 

Indian River Elementary School 
•	 Indian River Elementary won first place 

for its float in the Edgewater Christmas 
Parade. Two school clubs, FFEA and Camera 
Crew, sponsored the float named “Candy 
Land Express.”  Some students rode on 
the float with the Candy Land Train while 
others students dressed up as pieces of candy 
and walked beside the float. A plaque was 
presented to FFEA sponsors, Teresa Cameron 
and Wendy Wilson, and Camera Crew 
sponsor, Marty Gough, by the Edgewater 
Chamber of Commerce. 

•	 Three students competed in the Elks Hoop 
Shoot district championship in Sanford held 
on Jan. 5, after taking first place in the local 
division round. The students are James Hill, 

boys 8-9 year old division; Justin Dominico, 
boys 10-11 year old division; and Maraiki 
Nichols, girls 10-11 year old division.  Bob 
Schultz is the coach and sponsor of the 
team of students that competed in both 
competitions. 

Manatee Cove Elementary School 
•	 In November, principal, Mrs. Gonzalez, 

challenged all the students, faculty and staff to 
“Read Their Heart Out” in honor of National 
Young Readers Week.  The challenge was 
met by reading a total of 51,978 pages in 
grades 1 through 5 and 36 books were read 
in kindergarten.  An aerial picture of every 
student and teacher holding a book in hand 
depicting the words “Manatee Cove Loves 
to Read” was taken.  Principals across the 
country who completed the challenge have 
the chance to win 101 copies of Jeff Kinney’s 
new book, The Diary of a Wimpy Kid: 
The Third Wheel (one of which will be 
autographed) for their school. Jeff Kinney 
himself will be making the phone call to the 
winning school. 

•	 Third grade student, Baylee Eads, placed 
1st in an art contest sponsored by the city 
of DeBary, and received an award from the 
City Council. 

New Smyrna Beach Middle School 
•	 New Smyrna Beach Middle hosted a Career 

Extravaganza for their 8th grade students. 
The event showcased career opportunities 
for students with a goal to assist students in 
preparing for their high school education and 
the process of choosing a career path.  The 
keynote speaker was Steven G. Ridder, athletic 
director and head basketball coach at Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University.  During the 
event, eighth grade students attended sessions 
with local Volusia County professionals 
who shared real-world experiences to assist 
students in making connections between 
their education and their future.  The 
program concluded with information about 
all the different academies offered by Volusia 
County high schools. 

•	 New Smyrna Beach Middle’s Stingray Stinger 
Dance Team is preparing for “Contest of 
Champions” National Dance Competition at 
Disney’s Wide World of Sports on Saturday, 
March 2.  They will be competing in the 
Junior High/Middle School High Kick and 
Hip Hop divisions 

Orange City Elementary School 
•	 Orange City Elementary staff received four 

grants this year from the Futures Foundation 
for Volusia County Schools.  Our guidance 
counselor, Mrs. Bowen, was thrilled when 
her name was called for one of the special 
“Creativity” awards from the board.  Her 
grant “We Are the Ones” targets at-risk 5th 
grade students as they explore and create 

http:Artsonia.com
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a school based production of the award 
winning children’s book, “One”, by Kathryn 
Otoshi.  Students will explore the book, 
themselves and the message “I, for one, 
stand up and say, “No”, (to bullying)” as 
they deliver the message of the book to 
kindergarten and first grade in a presentation 
designed by the students in the group. 

•	 Orange City Elementary reached out to 
support its school community during the 
holiday season. OCE Safety Patrol, led by 
Kim Brislenn and Kristina Larsh, hosted a 
toy drive during the month of December. 
Community members and local businesses 
including, but not limited to, Walmart, 
DaVita Labs, Orange City Methodist Church 
Woman’s Club, and Target donated toward 
this effort.  Additionally, students each 
donated one nonperishable food item during 
the annual Orange City Elementary Holiday 
Walk to help build an awareness that each one 
of us can strive to help others.  As a result of 
all of these efforts, more than thirty families 
received a mixture of food, toys, clothing and 
holiday decorations to help ease the burden 
and bring joy during this season. 

Osteen Elementary School 
•	 The Osteen Elementary Robotics Club, 

“The Lego Masters”, participated in Robot 
Fest at Spruce Creek High on December 
8. Members of the team include:  Ashley 
Butial, David Lower, Dimitrios Diaz, Andrew 
Dillard, Brianna Covert, and Ben White.  The 
team was thrilled to score third place during 
the Robot portion of the competition.  Other 
events included core values, programming 
and presenting their invention about how 
to help senior citizens keep in contact with 
their families. 

•	 Osteen Elementary has hosted an annual 
“Beast Run” for over 20 years.  Recently, 
the school hosted another successful event. 
The Beast Run is a 1.5 mile running course 
set up on campus by PE coach Dan Prosser. 
The students are all challenged to complete 
one lap during a 45 minute period. All of 
the K-5 students completed one lap and 
many students completed two, with several 
students completing an amazing three laps, 
which is 4.5 miles. There was an excellent 
parent turnout and members of the 3rd-5th 
grade running clubs assisted the students and 
cheered them on along the way. 

Pierson Elementary School 
The students, faculty and staff at Pierson 
Elementary had a great time celebrating Literacy 
Week.  Students participated in the Million Minute 
Marathon and read for a total of 12,160 minutes. 
Students and teachers wore T-shirts that promoted 
reading and students received reading stickers; 
students created a giant school bookworm, wrote 
the title of their favorite book on their piece of the 
bookworm and drew an illustration; and a “Name 
That Book Contest” was held.  Finally, teachers 
were given different cards to wear that gave clues 
to well-known story characters (some teachers even 
dressed up as their character) and students tried to 
identify the characters. 

Pine Ridge High School 
•	 Pine Ridge High FFA sweeped the District 

6 FFA Sweetheart Pageant.  Twenty-two 
girls from FFA chapters in Volusia and 
Flagler counties participated in the contest. 
The Sweetheart Court has three members 
– 2nd Runner-up, 1st Runner-up and 
the Sweetheart. The winners are all Pine 
Ridge High students: Kate Byrd, Second 
Runner-up; Zayna Lashley, First Runner-up; 
and Alison Burke 2013 D6 Sweetheart. 

•	 Congratulations to Mrs. Blair and Pine 
Ridge High Accounting 2 students who 
were selected as three of the ten finalists in 
the nation for AICPA (American Institute of 
CPAs) Scholarships.  Three teams competed 
in accounting-themed television show ideas 
and all three teams were selected to be 
finalists. The program offers the opportunity 
for the students and their school to earn 
scholarship money awards of up to $4,000. 
In addition, the accounting program was 
presented with three “Bloggie Touch” USB 
video cameras to keep as prizes for being 
finalists. 

River Springs Middle School 
•	 Julie Riddle, River Springs Middle teacher, is 

a published author.  She wrote a young adult 
novel, “Uprooted,” which is available on lulu. 
com. She has been working with an agent 
and the book won an award. 

•	 River Springs Middle hosted a student/faculty 
dodge ball game under the direction of Coach 
Ross on January 31 to raise money for the 
American Heart Association. 

Spirit Elementary School 
•	 Ms. Alemar, guidance counselor at Spirit 

Elementary, has been running the “Kids with 
Character” program for several years with 
help from the local McDonalds.  A theme is 
set for each month and students are chosen by 
their teacher as a good representative of that 
theme. Each month McDonald’s donates 50 
sausage biscuits, 50 hash browns and 50 apple 
juices for the kids to enjoy.  The honored 
students are treated to a free breakfast, a 
certificate, a picture and their parents are 

welcome to attend. Hats off to Ms. Alemar, 
McDonald’s and Spirit’s Kids with Character 
program. 

•	 On January 18, Spirit Elementary second 
graders visited Lyonia Preserve, which is a 
360-acre joint project of the Volusia County 
School Board and Volusia County’s Land 
Acquisition and Management Division to 
restore and maintain scrub habitat. Students 
had a wonderful time exploring nature and 
learning outside the classroom. 

Sunrise Elementary School 
Sunrise Elementary celebrated Vocabulary Hat 
Day.  Students and adults came to school with 
their favorite vocabulary word showcased on a hat 
that was created at home.  The hat had the selected 
word, written definition and a creative way to 
show the meaning of the word, such as a picture 
or model. In addition, kindergarten through 
2nd grade students dressed up as their favorite 
storybook character and brought the related book 
to participate in a storybook parade.  Students in 
grades 3 - 5 dressed in the color of their favorite 
genre. 

Taylor Middle-High School 
•	 Students involved in Taylor Middle-High’s 

H.O.S.A. Club (Health Occupations Students 
of America) were busy preparing for their 
competition on February 2 at New Smyrna 
Beach High.  They committed to helping 
out with the Cystic Fibrosis Walk being held 
in April.  Several students have become CPR 
certified with the assistance of CPR trainers. 
Finally, students have been in charge of blood 
drives where 38 pints of blood have been 
donated. Taylor Middle-High School is very 
proud of these students who are promoting 
healthcare in their community and beyond. 

•	 Students involved in Taylor Middle-High 
School’s drama club performed “Scrooge” in 
December. The cast and crew involved 60 
students. The production crew incorporated 
some very advanced technology for this 
production - 7 microphones, 10 musical 
cues, 25 light cues and 16 video projections 
throughout the show. 

Timbercrest Elementary School 
During Celebrate Literacy Week, Florida!, 
Timbercrest Elementary planned an exciting week 
to encourage everyone to read more. Throughout 
the week, all classes participated in the Reading 
Counts Super Bowl headed by Media Specialist 
Ms. Bray.  The week included all students and 
teachers reading for 20 minutes during the Million 
Minute Marathon to help Florida break last year’s 
record of 23 million minutes and teachers sharing 
their favorite book with their classes.  In addition, 
the school held a “Reading Rocks, Wear Silly 
Socks” day, students wore shirts showing off their 
favorite sports team, and at the end of the week 
students wore their Timbercrest t-shirt to show off 
their reading spirit. 
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AREA II NEWS 

Ms. Annette Martinson 
Area Superintendent 

Campbell Middle School 
•	 Craig Zablo, principal at Campbell 

Middle, welcomed U.S. Olympic 
Medalists, Aries Merritt, Allyson Felix, 
Joanna Hayes and Ato Bolden during 
their visit to speak to the 8th grade honor 
roll students.  After their message on the 
importance of integrity and education, 
there was a question and answer session 
and autographs. Students even got a 
chance to hold a real gold medal! 

•	 Campbell Middle is the recipient of 
a $140,000 grant sponsored by the 
Daytona Beach Car Show and Swamp 
Meet.  The grant will be used to purchase 
new audio/video equipment, netbooks 
and even a popcorn machine. Tina 
Olko, PTSA president, and Karen 
Kepner, writing coach, along with Craig 
Zablo coordinated the writing of the 
grant. 

•	 The Spartan Chapter of the National 
Junior Honor Society (NJHS) at 
Campbell Middle is preparing for the 
annual formal induction ceremony 
which will take place Friday, February 
22, at 7 p.m.  The public is invited. 
Campbell wants this to be their best year 
ever and is inviting you to join them. 
Contact Mrs. L. Huger, NJHS sponsor 
at 386-258-4661, ext. 53634, for more 
information. 

Champion Elementary School 
The Champion Elementary Honey Bears dance 
team under the direction of Jessica Adkins and 
Dana Powell performed in several parades this 
Holiday Season.  They won 2nd place in the 
Walker category in the Home for the Holidays 
Ormond Parade.  They received the award January 
15 at the City Commission meeting. The Honey 
Bears perform for many school functions and were 
very excited to receive this award. 

Citrus Grove Elementary School 
•	 Citrus Grove Elementary PTA presented its 

1st Annual Healthy Living Family Fitness 

Day. The Healthy Groovin @ The Grove 5K 
was held Saturday, February 9.  A 5k foot race 
and 1-mile family fun run/walk started at 8 
a.m. from the school through the community 
of Heritage Place. Local businesses and 
community partners supported the event 
with a blood drive, family fun and children 
activities. Race “Dog Tags” were awarded 
to all children ages 16 and under. Each 
registered 5k runner received an event logo 
t-shirt. 

•	 Citrus Grove Elementary students read 
like crazy during Celebrate Literacy Week, 
Florida! Classes participated in the statewide 
Million Minute Marathon working toward 
a goal of 30 million minutes. The DeLand 
Police Department has been a wonderful 
community partner; Officer Rod Hancock 
read “Officer Buckle and Gloria” to a 
kindergarten class. In addition, Deputy 
Chris Newman, School Resource Deputy for 
Southwestern Middle and DeLand Middle, 
read to another kindergarten class.  The 
students were introduced to the Florida 
Reading Association nominated picture 
books. They will hear the stories over the next 
month and vote on their favorite in March. 

•	 Angela K. Young, media teacher at Citrus 
Grove Elementary, earned national board 
certification.  This certification is an intensive, 
multi-year process of standards-based 
performance assessment and peer review. 
The rigor of National Board Certification is 
comparable to that of certification processes 
for the medical and legal professions. 

Creekside Middle School 
The First Lego League Robotics team, lead by 
teachers Becky Ling and Lisa Meeks, competed 
in the Senior Solutions qualifying tournament 
at Merritt Island.  The team hosted a qualifying 
event in December at Spruce Creek High 
School. However, this was their first tournament 
for the competition year.  They competed in 
four categories: Table Rounds, Programming 
Technical, Project Presentation and Teamwork. 
The team took first place on the table rounds.  In 
addition, the team took the all around Champions 
Award, which qualifies them to go to Regionals in 
February.  The team members are Daniel Kocisko, 
Juan Halleran, Justin Midkiff, Austin Justice, Alex 
Lacerna, Jessica Silvey, Danielle DuPuis and Diego 
Vargas. 

Cypress Creek Elementary School 
•	 Congratulations to Cypress Creek Elementary 

students who were honored at the Volusia 
County Council of PTAs Reflections Award 
Ceremony.  The work of these creative Otters 
will now move on to the state competition: 
Erin Barnes, dance; Jamie Enslin, dance; Kara 
Evans, musical composition; and Meryl Liu, 
visual arts. 

•	 On February 15, Cypress Creek Elementary 
will hold its first Adopt-A-Veteran Day. 
Thirty Veterans will be attending the event, 
which will include hero’s program and 
visitations to the classrooms to speak to 
the students.  Other happenings at Cypress 
Creek include the recognition of Rose 
Downey from Mrs. Zaehring’s kindergarten 
class who won 1st place in the American 
Veterans coloring contest.  She received $5, 
a bookmark, beautiful poster and a candy 
cane. The representatives from the VFW 
visited all of the kindergarten classes and 
presented bookmarks and candy canes to all 
that participated in the contest. 

Deltona High School 
•	 Deltona High’s culinary arts students 

competed in the Gingerbread Showcase 
sponsored by Habitat for Humanity at the 
Seminole Towne Mall.  Four teams created 
four very different entries: the Chef Club 
entered a toy chest overfilled with cookies and 
candy made into drums, cars, dolls, and teddy 
bears; Culinary I made the Snow Queens 
Castle; Culinary II entered the Nightmare 
Before Christmas complete with Jack the 
Pumpkin King; and Culinary III made a log 
cabin that was 18 inches high and over 2 feet 
long. Culinary III came in first place in the 
adult category (15+) and won best in show 
with over 850 popular votes.  Students on the 
team were Samantha Acevedo, Kayla Kent, 
Lori Nieves, Bethany Pitre, Theresa Robles 
and Shakire Viruet.  Culinary II won 2nd 
place in the adult category.  Students on that 
team were: Nico Arenas, Holly Kline, Sarah 
Malloy, Valarie Rosado and Brittany Steel. 
Congratulations to culinary arts teacher, 
Michelle Stojic and her students. 

•	 Deltona High’s FFA Dairy Judging Team 
placed in the top 20 in the state and qualified 
for state finals in February. Team members 
include RoxAnna Prior, Ashley Green, Rachel 

News and events/activities provided by each school.  If 
you  wish to  share  information regarding your school, 
please  contact “The Educator” editor via email at : 
lmperpin@volusia.k12.fl.us. 

mailto:lmperpin%40volusia.k12.fl.us.?subject=The%20Educator
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Martinez and Jacob Bowen.  In December 
several FFA members represented Deltona 
High at sub-districts.  The parliamentary 
procedure placed 2nd and demonstrated a 
10-minute ability of parliamentary procedure. 
Team members included: Jessica MacFarlane, 
Catharin MacFarlane, Jennifer Massalone, 
Shaun Fowler, Landry Gunter and Darious 
Wilson.  Catharin MacFarlane also presented 
the 5-paragraph FFA Creed and placed 3rd in 
that competition. 

Hinson Middle School 
After a smooth, problem free start to implementing 
the county BYOT program at Hinson Middle, 
the whole school is going digital! Last year 
a group of 7th grade teachers and the school 
library teacher collaborated to bring Hinson into 
the BYOT program, submitting a request and a 
plan outlining how the school intended to allow 
students to use their own devices.  The plan was 
to open the program to 7th grade only, followed 
by 6th and 8th next year, giving a year to work out 
the glitches to make it work smoothly.  However, 
there were exactly 0 issues with implementation, 
making it apparent that there was no reason to 
wait to bring the rest of the school on board.  A 
meeting was held with 6th and 8th grade parents 
to inform them about the program and it was fully 
implemented on January 21.  Being able to allow 
“digital natives” to work in a medium in which 
they are comfortable will be an invaluable tool for 
teachers. Hinson has an iPad cart, laptops and 
classroom computers to supplement the student 
owned devices, giving the school the ability to 
easily expand outside its walls and to explore into 
the cloud and beyond. 

Horizon Elementary School 
Horizon Elementary was recently chosen as a 
“Cool School of the Week” by Fox 35.  The 
school was selected after receiving more 60% of 
the votes on an online poll among four Central 
Florida elementary schools.  The students and 
staff were excited to be part of Fox 35’s morning 
newscast as they held up signs, sang songs and 
were interviewed on why they thought their school 
was the “coolest.”  Fox 35 featured Horizon in two 
segments during their morning broadcast. 

Ormond Beach Middle School 
•	 Jacquie Tripp of the Lions Club recognized 

Ormond Beach Middle student artists for 
the Lion’s Club Peace Poster Contest. The 
students received framed awards for their 
participation and a gift bag from their teacher, 
Ms. Dugan.  The Lions Club donated $100 

to the school’s art program. 
•	 Learning the techniques of Crime 

Scene Investigation (CSI), Ormond 
Beach Middle will begin Science on 
Patrol in February.  Partnering with 
representatives from the Ormond Beach 
Police Department, teachers, Debbie 
Linn and Val Yisrael, will meet after 
school with science students to hone 
their skills of collecting evidence, inquiry, 
problem-solving and analysis.  Later in 
the school year, parents will be invited to 
participate in the experience.  The local 
Science on Patrol program was recently 
recognized by the State of Florida as 
an outstanding school and municipality 
partnership. 

Ortona Elementary School 
Ortona Elementary PTA and faculty launched 
Family Fitness Night February 12.  The kickoff 
event featureed Tami Provost, founder of Fit 
On The Fly and a nationally-recognized leader 
for the Washington, DC based foundation 
PreventObesity.net. Her work in schools has been 
recognized by First Lady Michelle Obama and Fit 
On The Fly is an official partner advocate for The 
President’s Challenge.  Tami was in the school for 
two days teaching kids the five core principles of 
how to get and stay healthy, and taught students 
and parents ways to improve their health habits 
for lifelong change. The event continues with 
local companies such as: Natural Awakenings 
Magazine, Volusia Parents Magazine, United States 
Tennis Association, Daytona Paddleboard and 
others sharing the services and programs they have 
available in the local community. 

Pathways Elementary School 
The Physical Education Department at Pathways 
Elementary held a fundraiser for the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Fund in November. The 
students walked and jogged during their special 
area time and raised $2,000 to donate to the 
diabetes research. 

Pine Trail Elementary School 
Graveyards, Roman ruins, and mansions, oh my! 
These were just a few of the things that Mrs. Smith’s 
5th grade class at Pine Trail Elementary enjoyed 
visiting on a recent field trip with Marian Tomblin, 
local historian and author.  The walking field 
trip around Ormond Beach was the cumulating 
activity for the class after reading and researching 
facts from Mrs. Tomblin’s novel, “The Mystery 
at Hotel Ormond.”  The children thoroughly 
enjoyed solving the mystery and learning about the 

town and the influential people who helped make 
Ormond Beach what it is today.  The highlight 
of the trip was spending the day with Marian 
Tomblin who helped make history come alive. 

Port Orange Elementary School 
•	 Port Orange Elementary, along with its PTA, 

sponsored a Parent’s Night Out for their 
students to raise funds for technology devices 
for the school. Students enjoyed an evening 
of fun activities, pizza and a movie enabling 
parents the freedom to shop and dine out for 
a few hours.  The school plans on this activity 
to be a monthly event. 

•	 Elizabeth McDuffie, a fourth grade gifted 
teacher at Port Orange Elementary, was 
selected for the “Chamber Excellence In 
Education Award” by the Port Orange 
Chamber of Commerce for her tremendous 
commitment to the profession of education 
and making a difference in the lives of 
students. The award was presented by Angie 
Warga. 

Seabreeze High School 
Students, Lauren Diego and Chelsea Ciccone, have 
been selected as Writes of Spring winners for the 
Orlando Repertory Theatre.  The Writes of Spring 
Team adjudicated almost 2,000 entries from K-12 
students this year and their entries were two of the 
120 selected winners. These selected entries will 
be compiled to create a fully staged production at 
Orlando Repertory Theatre. 

Silver Sands Middle School 
The Robowarriors of Silver Sands Middle recently 
competed at a regional qualifying event for robotics 
near Jacksonville.  The team of ten girls received 
the team spirit award which reflected on their 
exceptional united effort to further their knowledge 
of robotics.  In addition, the teams were given a 
secret mission which was to convince the judges 
why their coach was the best coach. As a result of 
this mission, the girls won the Coach’s Award for 
their coach, Amy Monahan district STEM Coach. 
While they were close to receiving a regional bid 
for states, this brand new team narrowly missed 
moving on to the next level.  The girls of this 
team are:  Raigan Hetz, Kayla Kidd, Laylay Rivers, 
Nyamsuren Erdenebayar, Jordyn Taylor, Shannon 
Monahan, Halley Rowdon, Britney Ehrenkaufur, 
Symara Moore and Jaden Weimer. 

News and events/activities provided by each school.  If 
you  wish to  share  information regarding your school, 
please  contact “The Educator” editor via email at : 
lmperpin@volusia.k12.fl.us 

mailto:lmperpin%40volusia.k12.fl.us?subject=The%20Educator
http:PreventObesity.net
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South Daytona Elementary School 
•	 Ms. Schamay, the reading intervention 

teacher at South Daytona Elementary, has 
orchestrated a variety of informational 
workshops this year for parents.  The most 
recent workshop addressed safety.  Officer 
Labombard gave a presentation that provided 
safety tips for the Internet, community, crime 
prevention, home and for children.  There are 
a lot of things people can do to prevent crime 
at all times, even when shopping. 

•	 South Daytona’s PTA announces their 7th 
annual all you can eat pancake breakfast. For 
just $5, you can fill your belly on pancakes 
and sausage while helping the school raise 
funds. This exciting event will take place at 
Aunt Catfish restaurant in Port Orange from 
8 a.m. – 10 a.m. on Saturday, February 9. 

Southwestern Middle School 
•	 Betty Kelly, CPA, TD Bank, and Wanda 

Bruce Ministry recently helped five families 
enjoy a special Christmas holiday. Through 
the Southwestern Middle Adopt-A-Family 
Program, community business partners 
(churches, organizations and businesses) 
sponsor families during the holiday season. 
This year, over 25 families were adopted 
through this program. The holidays mark a 
time for giving and Southwestern is excited 
to have community/business partners who 
give back to the community and those less 
fortunate through this program. 

•	 Southwestern Middle, along with the 
AVID program, hosted their first GYST 
(Get Your Stuff Together) Family Night on 
January 16. This school wide event featured 
hands-on activities to help students learn 
about organization, study skills, planner use, 
binder strategies, time management, note-
taking strategies, memory-enhancers, success 
tips and more.  Students were encouraged 
to start the new year and semester with new 
and positive habits.  The event was attended 
by over 150 students and parents.  Students 
were excited to receive door prizes and earn 
special prize tickets. 

Spruce Creek Elementary School 
•	 Spruce Creek Elementary’s float won 2nd 

place in the Port Orange Holiday Parade. 
The theme of the float was “Under the 
Sea,” which was decorated with the help 
of more than 300 students during their art 
class. Teachers, staff and administration also 
participated in preparing the float. 

•	 Outstanding Bobcats is a new monthly 
recognition incentive program implemented 
by Spruce Creek Elementary’s principal, Ms. 
Kaye.  Each teacher submits a student’s 
name and that student is presented with 
an “Outstanding Bobcat” yard sign for the 
month. The students place the signs in 
their yard for the community to see their 
achievements. 

Spruce Creek High School 
•	 Spruce Creek High’s School’s Academic Team 

scored in the 88th percentile in the 2013 
National Knowledge Master Open (KMO). 
The team will be awarded the coveted Auk 
decal in a ceremony.  The questions that 
the students were required to answer during 
the competition included 15 subject areas: 
American history, world history, government, 
recent events, economics & law, geography, 
literature, English, math, physical science, 
biology, earth science, health & psychology, 
fine arts, and useless trivia.  The KMO 
competition started in 1983 with 74 schools. 
In 2012, there are over 45,000 participants 
from over 3,000 high schools and middle 
schools in the U.S. and other countries. 

•	 Congratulations to Spruce Creek High 
students, Kevin Leong, Rajan Patel, and 
Rumya Raghavan for being invited to the 
Junior Science, Engineering, and Humanities 
Symposium Student STEM Speaker 
Competition at UF in January.  The Student 
STEM Research Speaker Competition is an 
opportunity for 11th or 12th grade students 
to present original scientific research to peers, 
teachers and expert judges.  Twenty-five 
students were invited to compete and present 
their research in an 8-minute science talk 
with up to five minutes of questions from 
the judges. 

Tomoka Elementary School 
Mrs. Belsky’s third grade class at Tomoka 
Elementary was excited to be recognized by the 
National Wildlife Federation for the hard work 
they invested in expanding and improving their 
Butterfly Garden.  The organization rewarded 
the students continued and enthusiastic efforts 
by officially certifying the garden as a Wildlife 
Habitat. The garden had to meet a rigorous set 
of requirements to become certified for protecting 
and nurturing wildlife in a school setting.  The 
students have enjoyed becoming proficient in 
identifying the wide variety of butterflies visiting 
their garden, as well as being able to determine 
which plants each species prefers. 

Westside Elementary School 
•	 Westside Elementary’s second graders are 

participating in a guest speaker series titled, 
“Little Kids…Big Dreamers.”  This program 
started by teacher, Tionis Fordham, functions 
as a cooperative effort between the school and 
members of the community.  The goal of 
the program is multifaceted and is primarily 
intended to show children how what they 
are learning in school today remains relevant 
long after they have left the classroom.  One 
way to accomplish this goal is by exposing 
children to successful professionals in the 
community who are still using the skills 
they learned in second grade. Some of the 
distinguished speakers include: Judge Hubert 
Grimes, Volusia County Councilwoman 
Joyce Cusack and Daytona Beach Police 

Ormond Beach Middle
 
School
 

and 

Hinson Middle School
 
The band members from Ormond 

Beach Middle, directed by Bill Guthrie, and 
Hinson Middle, directed by Carl Shafer, 
joined talents to perform together with the 
Seabreeze Marching 100 during the city 
of Ormond Beach’s annual “Home for the 
Holidays” evening parade. The Seabreeze 
High band is under the direction of Dennis 
Scaccia. Joining the band were the OBMS 
Emerald dancers, sponsored by teacher, Tricia 
Garver. With opening remarks by Dr. Monty 
Musgrave, district performing arts specialist, 
the beginning and advanced orchestras 
from Ormond Beach and Hinson middle 
schools performed their December concert 
at Ormond Beach Middle School.  Joining 
the students for “Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer,” special musical guests included 
OBMS principal, Matt Krajewski, on 
drums, OBMS principal intern, Mary Ellen 
Speidel, on violin, and Hinson principal, 
Lesley Sileo, on bells. For the theme music 
from “Pirates of the Caribbean,” orchestra 
director, Kathy Finn, passed the baton to a 
surprise guest conductor, none other than 
Captain Jack Sparrow. 

Chief Mike Chitwood.  This program serves 
as a valuable component in preparing our 
children to be successful citizens by exposing 
them to a variety of careers, as well as 
educating them on the vital role that these 
professions play in the functioning of our 
society. 

•	 Kim Brown, the real life character D.W., and 
real life sister of Marc Brown, author and 
illustrator of the Arthur books, is coming to 
Westside Elementary! She will be presenting 
to students in grades K, 1 and 2. She will 
share childhood memories and explain how 
the characters in the books are based on 
real people.  She will show some family 
photographs, read a D.W. book, show 
how Marc Brown illustrates, and teach the 
children how to draw Arthur.  It should be a 
delightful event that will be remembered for 
years to come. 



 
 

  
 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

  
 

  
 
 
 

  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

  
  

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

  
 

  
  

 
 
 

  
 

Page 14  the Educator

Technology Services 

Learning Technologies 
Division 

The Learning Technologies 
staff currently has several 
interdepartmental projects: 

•	 Edmodo provides a collaborative 
online environment for 
teachers and students. Learning 
Technologies disseminates 
information and contributes 
to Edmodo professional 
communities. 

•	 Student vPortal provides 
students with quick access 
to curriculum resources. 
Leveraging the portal’s password 
feature, students now have VCS 
usernames and manage their 
passwords for VCS applications, 
such as Compass, Safari Montage, 
and the Volusia Instructional 
Management System (VIMS). 

•	 Apple iOS devices are being 
purchased by schools and 
district departments for use 
by students and teachers. 
The Learning Technologies 
department’s primary focus is 
the research and development 
of technical solutions for 
configuring and managing mobile 
devices. Barriers to enterprise 
management are due to the 
nature of Apple iOS; however, 
we have leveraged Apple 

Configurator app to provide 
a solutions-based, systematic 
approach to support Apple 
Programs. We have streamlined 
the configuration process to save 
hours of setup time, which results 
in the schools increased time 
that these devices are available 
for instructional use. Each 
school designates a volunteer 
Apple Program Facilitator (APF) 
who works with our office. As 
schools and district departments 
purchase Apple iPads, Learning 
Technologies is finding 
innovative ways to provide 
virtual professional development 
for managing the technical side 
of Apple implementations. 

•	 Title 1 department purchased 
18 Apple carts to use in schools 
and have allowed schools to 
use Title I funds for technology, 
including Apple iOS devices. In 
collaboration with Professional 
Development and Title I, Apple 
trainers are scheduled for 
sessions in January and February 
to deliver train-the-trainer 
model to APFs. 

•	 Bring Your Own Technology 
(BYOT) program is in the 
second year, with 21 schools 
that allow students to bring their 
own technology for teachers to 
integrate into their curriculum 
activities. New Smyrna Beach 
Middle was recently featured in 
a Daytona Beach News Journal 
article and we are currently 
sharing our BYOT program with 

the New York Times. 

•	 Learning Technologies facilitates 
the app, software, and hardware 
approval process for all 
technology for the district. 

The Learning Technologies Team: 
Charles Ackerman, Specialist 
Jessica Levene, Manager 
Mark Leary,Assistant Director 

Transportation Services 

Transportation Conducts 
Own Warranty Repairs 
By Greg Akin 

Student Transportation 
Services Fleet Maintenance 
Department is having another 
outstanding year collecting 
thousands of dollars conducting 
warranty repair to the district’s 
school buses. 

As an authorized warranty 
repair center for many manufacturers, 
the district’s Transportation Fleet 
Maintenance staff conducts warranty 
repairs in-house as opposed to 
sending buses to the dealer.This not 
only decreases vehicle down time but 
brings revenue into the District.This 
school year alone, Transportation 
has collected approximately 
$100,000.00 from outside vendors 
for performing the warranty work 
on their school bus fleet.The District 
is very fortunate to have certified 

http:100,000.00
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staff with the expertise to conduct 
highly technical repairs to complex 
systems from performance 
diagnostics to engine overhauls 
using various tools to interface 
with multiple on-board computer 
systems. These technicians have 
credentials which include multiple 
master level certifications as 
recognized by the National 
Institute for Automotive Service 
Excellence as well as numerous 
other certification achievements. 

In addition to mechanical 
repairs, Transportation’s state-of-
the-art body shop along with a skilled 
paint and body technician conduct 
all paint and body repairs in-house. 
The facility was reviewed by 

representatives from International 
Engine Corporation and authorized 
us to repaint 101 school bus hoods 
that were experiencing paint fading 
and agreed to pay the district 
$34,693.50 under warranty for this 
project. 

Each time a warranty repair 
is completed, transportation staff 
electronically file a warranty claim 
charging the bus manufacturer 
for parts used, diagnostic time, 
labor and any incidentals required 
for a repair.  Labor is reimbursed 
at a market rate determined 
by the Florida Association for 
Pupil Transportation School Bus 
Specifications Committee. 

Student Transportation has 

been performing warranty repairs 
in-house for over a decade and has 
collected hundreds of thousands of 
dollars benefiting the District while 
enhancing the skills of the technical 
staff in the shops. 

2012 Gift of Giving
 

Thanks to the incredible generosity of our 
district employees, Olson, DAC, and Brewster again
supported many of our homeless students to give them
a Christmas they may not have had. DAC sponsored 22
students by giving them shirts, pants, jackets, shoes,
undergarments and personal hygiene products. 

At Olson, where the Gift of Giving has been
going strong for several years, they sponsored 21
students with full outfits, jackets, sweaters, shoes, food
gift cards, transportation tokens, lots of toiletry items,
a soft blanket and a duffel bag for each to secure their
belongings. 

A huge “thank you” goes to all of the staff
who generously opened their hearts and wallets to
give these students--who find themselves in the most
unfortunate situation--a happy holiday. We look forward
to sponsoring even more students in 2013. 

FFEA District Conference
 
The district continues its support of the 

Florida Future Educators of America (FFEA) each 
year by hosting the FFEA District Conference. 
This year the District Conference will be held at 
Atlantic High School April 6, from 8:00 am to 1:00 
pm. Our keynote speaker is the 2013 Florida 
Department of Education/Macy’s Teacher of the Year, 
Mr. Alexandre Lopes. 

January 18 through January 20, 2013, the 
Mainland High School Florida Future Educators of 
America chapter had the incredible opportunity 
to travel to the Hilton Orlando for the FFEA 
State Conference. While at the conference, four 
of Mainland’s future teachers were able to attend 
conference sessions designed to empower the 
future teacher within all students. Some conference 
topics included anti-bullying classroom climate 
strategies,how to design lesson plans using the latest 
technology, classroom management, and how to plan 
for having an exciting and engaging future classroom. 
Additionally, conference attendees were delighted to 
hear the keynote speakers, Mrs. Rebecca Mieliwocki, 
the 2012 National Teacher of the Year, and Mr.Alvin 
Davis, the 2012 Florida Teacher of the Year. Mainland 
was well represented with four attendees, and 
hopes to bring even more future teachers to the 
State Conference in upcoming years. 
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2012-2013 
District Activities 

March 
Music in our Schools Month 

Social Work Month 

Youth Art Month 

4-8 National Foreign Language Week 
National School Breakfast Week 

8 International Women’s Day 

10 Daylight Savings Time 

11 Teacher Duty Day/Student Holiday 

17 St. Patrick’s Day 

26 Passover Begins 

29 Good Friday 

31 Easter 

23-31 Spring Break Holiday 

April 
2 Families and Community Together Fair 

6 FFEA District Conference 

25 Families and Community Together Fair 

May 
5-11 National Music Week 

Teacher Appreciation Week 

7 National Teacher Appreciation Day 

18 Secondary Literacy Fair 

27 Memorial Day Holiday 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Congratulations to those retiring! 

On behalf  of  Volusia County Schools and our business partners, we will commemorate the tireless years of 
service of  those retiring the 2012-2013 school year.* 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5, 2013 
LPGA, International — International room 

1000 Champions Drive, Daytona Beach, FL 32124 

6:00 p.m. — 8 p.m. 
*Retiree free; Guest(s) $15 in advance or at the door 

Please RSVP to Liz Perpiñan 
lmperpin@volusia.k12.fl.us or (386)734-7190, ext. 20195 

by Wednesday, May 29, 2013 

mailto:lmperpin%40volusia.k12.fl.us?subject=2013%20District%20Retirement%20Reception

