
District Advisory Committee Minutes 
November 2, 2016 

 
The District Advisory Committee (DAC) met on Wednesday, November 2, at Mainland 
High School, media center. 
 

Ms. Leslie LaRue, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.  School Board 
member Mrs. Linda Cuthbert; Mr. Tom Russell, superintendent; Mrs. Susan Freeman, 
area superintendent; Dr. Amy Hall, coordinator of student and government affairs; and 
Ms. Nancy Wait, director of community information services, were in attendance.   
 
The September minutes were posted on the web for review prior to the meeting. The 
minutes were unanimously approved as written. 
 
Mr. Russell discussed Hurricane Matthew.  He stated Hurricane Hermine was a 
blessing as far as hurricane preparedness is concerned, because it gave us practice 
and helped us identify gaps that needed to be addressed.  For Hurricane Matthew, we 
opened 20 shelters and more than 300 school district employees worked, including 
principals, assistant principals, district administrators, school way café personnel, 
nurses, bus operators, maintenance technicians and custodians.  He encouraged DAC 
members to talk to principals and assistant principals about their experiences, because 
serving in a shelter changed lives. 
 
Assessment teams visited every school after the storm to determine damage.  Overall, 
our facilities are fortresses, but we did experience damage to roofs and portables.  More 
than 100 buses, which we parked defensively, also experienced some damage and 
water intrusion.  Our facilities and maintenance personnel worked 15 hours a day from 
Saturday to Tuesday to get schools ready to reopen on Wednesday. 
 
Volusia County Schools received approval from the Florida Department of Education for 
a waiver of three of the five hurricane make up days that were required due the 
hurricanes. State law allows school districts to waive up to three days with state 
approval if students have a minimum of 900 hours of instructional time.   For Volusia, 
that meant five early release days had to revert to regular days: November 9, 16 and 30 
and December 7 and 14.  That left two full days to make up: one day was made up on 
Friday, October 21, and the final day will be made up on Monday, February 20.   
 
One of Mr. Russell’s goals is to increase graduation rates, which is why he put AVID 
(Advancement Via Individual Determination) in every high school.  Another way he is 
accomplishing this is the creation two new positions in Achievement Initiatives and 
Minority Services.  Mr. Nick Prince and Mr. Jose Navarro, who are assisting African 
American and Latino students on our school campuses, addressed DAC members 
about their new roles. 
 
Dr. Amy Hall, coordinator of student and government affairs, spoke to DAC members 
about revisions and updates to the Student Progression Plan (SPP).  New laws from 
legislators are put into the SPP, which is updated annually.  This year, there were 
changes to the format to make it easier to understand.  She recommended downloading 
an electronic version of the document, which can be found on the district’s website: 
http://www.boarddocs.com/fla/vcsfl/Board.nsf/files/A2PKPH4E9FB5/$file/Policy%20307-
%20adopted%20-09-22-15.PDF  
 

http://www.boarddocs.com/fla/vcsfl/Board.nsf/files/A2PKPH4E9FB5/$file/Policy%20307-%20adopted%20-09-22-15.PDF
http://www.boarddocs.com/fla/vcsfl/Board.nsf/files/A2PKPH4E9FB5/$file/Policy%20307-%20adopted%20-09-22-15.PDF


Revisions and updates included (view PowerPoint for details):  

 General information section 

 Online Graduation Requirement 

 Distinguished Scholar Diploma (formerly the Superintendent’s Diploma of 

Distinction) 

 AP Exams 

 Dual Enrollment 

 Seal of Biliteracy *new* 

 Participation in graduation 

 Standard Diploma via Access Courses (for ESE students) 

 
A question and answer period followed the presentation. 
 
Mrs. Cuthbert wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving. 
 
School successes: 
 

 Taylor Middle-High has a student who was named a state winner in cross country 

 DeLand High boys bowling team competed at FHSAA Florida high school 

bowling state championships 

 New Smyrna Beach High is in the final four for volleyball  

 Champion Elementary collected 11 trophies from the Jim Harbin Media Festival  

 George Marks Elementary student was selected for the all-state chorus 

 Horizon Elementary is starting its first Elementary National Honor Society  

 
Mr. Russell thank DAC members for their support and everything they do for our 
schools. 
 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, January 4, at Deltona High School, media 
center. 
  
The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 pm. 

http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/DAC/2016-2017%20DAC/SPP%20PPT%20Sept%202016.pdf

