
District Advisory Committee Minutes 
September 7, 2016 

 
The District Advisory Committee (DAC) met on Wednesday, September 7, at 5:15 pm at 
Mainland High School, multi-purpose room. 
 

Ms. Leslie LaRue, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.  School Board 
members Mrs. Linda Cuthbert; Mr. Tom Russell, superintendent; Mrs. Susan Freeman, 
area superintendent; Ms. Kim Gilliland, director, exception student education; and Ms. 
Nancy Wait, director of community information services, were in attendance.   
 
The May minutes were posted on the web for review prior to the meeting. A correction 
to the minutes was recommended and noted. The minutes previously read, the furniture 
pilot program will start in August and run through December 2016 (6 months).  They 
have been corrected to read, the furniture pilot program will start in August and run 
through December 2016. The minutes were unanimously approved with the correction. 
 

Ms. Leslie LaRue began by giving a brief description of DAC members’ responsibilities 
and stressed the importance of attending each meeting.  Some schools have more than 
one representative to share the responsibilities of attending the meetings. She 
explained the role of a DAC member is to serve as an ambassador/liaison between 
his/her school and the School District of Volusia County.  Next Ms. LaRue recruited 
names for the bylaws subcommittee listed below.  Contact any of the members listed if 
you have suggestions or recommendations. 

Michael Clancy,  tmclancy@bellsouth.net   
Andrew Dickens, admoney58@gmail.com   

 
Superintendent Tom Russell thanked DAC members for taking time in their evening to 
attend the meetings and spoke on the following topics: 
 

 Agreement was reached in negotiations with School District and Unions in two-
year deal 

 Opportunity scholarship to transfer to Hinson or Ormond Beach middle schools 
was made available to Campbell Middle students as required by state law due to 
the non-passing school grade for two consecutive years  

 Start of school went extremely smoothly.  There were no major issues with the 
new uniform policy.  Positive comments were received by parents, students and 
teachers. 

 Choosing to close schools due to Hurricane Hermine was a tough decision, but it 
was the right decision.  The make-up date will not be discussed until sometime 
after September. 

 Curriculum Cadre worked very hard this summer preparing ELA and math 
modules at the elementary level 

 History books are available for review this year. Dates, times and locations will 
be available at a later date 
 

Mr. Russell turned the floor over to Nancy Wait.  District Advisory Committee members 
broke into several groups to discuss three questions regarding likes, recommendations 
for changes, and suggestions on topics or information ideas for future District Advisory 
Committee meetings.  Below you will find the questions that were discussed and 
suggestions that were made for each question. 
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 Q: What do you look forward to about the District Advisory Committee 
meetings? 

o Superintendent, school board members and superintendent’s staff 
presence and sharing of information 

o Networking opportunities 
o Group exercises 
o Having other speakers, departments 
o Tallahassee updates 
 

 Q.: What changes to the District Advisory Committee meetings would you 
like to see? 

o Personal, sensitive topics should be left for the end and meet with 
district staff after meeting 

o Stay focused on topics 
o This is not a school bashing meeting; take it up with your school 
o Start at a later time (5:30) 
o Shorter meeting 
o Diagram with breakdown of services and members/stakeholders 

involved 
o Change topics, business partners (who they are, what they bring to 

the table) 
o Explain the vocabulary used when presenting (acronyms) 
o Showcase from students, partnerships, academies, art, etc. 
o Learn more about security, bullying, transportation, real life 

scenarios 
o Possibly get 2 people -SAC/DAC 
o More break-out sessions/interactive activities 
o Discussions, State budget/county shortfalls 

 Q.: What type of information/topics would you like to be presented at 
District Advisory Committee meetings? 

o SAC funding updates, major projects, business partners 
o Stakeholders information 
o Presentation by school level 
o Curriculum updates 
o Have teachers explain curriculum 
o Everything about testing 
o Bragging rights 
o Schools upcoming events on DAC calendars 
o Secondary issues-AP/IB/CLEP 
o What is something you SAC would like answered 
o Uniform updates-principal feedback-lessons learned 
o District level data comparison for test (statewide) for districts similar 

to ours 
o Where district is with technology; where is money going; plan for 

the future 
o Better explanation of DCD 
o Medical issues (emergency issues; allergy; Epi Pen; protocol) 
o Arts/school bands 
o Dual enrollment   
o Virtual schools 
o Safety and security 
o SAC funding updates 



o Updates on previous topics 
o Update on ½ -cent sales tax 
o Top priorities (other than academics) 
o How is the district helping parents reach their own students 

 
 

School Board Member Linda Cuthbert spoke about the two school board member 
elections that recently took place and announced Mrs. Ida Wright and Mr. Carl Persis 
have been elected for the next term of four years.  She mentioned the board members 
will be voting on Volusia County Schools final budget at the September 13 school board 
meeting. She will be attending the east-side DAC meetings and Mrs. Melody Johnson, 
school board vice chairman, will attend the west side meetings. She thanked District 
Advisory Committee members for their dedication. 
 
Ms. Linda Witherwax, Volusia County Council PTA president, shared with the group a 
couple of important dates listed below: 

1. VCCPTA will be conducting the Local Unit Leadership Training for Volusia County 
Council PTAs/PTSAs on: 

 September 10 at 8:00 a.m., DeBary Elementary School 

 September 14 at 6:00 p.m., Title 1 Center, Herbert Street 

 All PTA Presidents and treasurers are required to attend one of the 
trainings. 

 Additional PTA Board members, designees and/or PTA members are 
welcome to attend as well. 

2. The VCCPTA Welcome Back Breakfast and General Meeting has been rescheduled 
for Friday, September 16, at LPGA International. Registration will begin at 7:30 a.m. followed 

by the breakfast at 8:00 a.m.  

 
School Successes 
 
Longstreet Elementary PTA offers students uniform shirts for $2 
 
Friday, September 8, is the last day to apply for FUTURES mini-grant 
 
Saturday, September 9, students, parents, teachers, school administrators and citizens 
of Deltona will stand together to prevent bullying in schools.  “Be the Change” will be 
held Saturday, September 10, from 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. at the Dewey O. Boster Sports 
Complex in Deltona. 
 
Heritage Middle reported that the uniform transition went well.  They have also seen an 
improvement with students on their phones between classes. 
 
A barn was built at Edgewater Public School. The students are excited to visit the 
animals. 
 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, October 12, at Deltona High School (due to a 
calendar conflict, this meeting is scheduled for the second Wednesday of the month)  
 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 pm. 


