
District Advisory Committee Minutes 
November 4, 2015 

 
The District Advisory Committee (DAC) met on Wednesday, November 4, 2015, at 5:15 
pm at Mainland High School, multi-purpose room. 
 

Ms. Leslie LaRue, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.  Introductions 
included Mrs. Linda Costello, school board chairman; Mrs. Linda Cuthbert, school board 
member; Mr. Tom Russell, superintendent; Mrs. Vickie Presley, area superintendent; 
Ms. Nancy Wait, director of community information services; and Ms. Kelly Amy, 
Coordinator of Career and Technical Education. 
 
The October minutes were moved and approved as written. 
 

Superintendent Russell discussed the FSA results.  Even though the state tested for 
validity, the test was not reliable.  Students had issues throughout testing and it was 
very problematic.  He met with Florida School Board Association president and 
discussed “test stress.”  It’s not okay for students to be kicked off the system during 
testing and told to finish the next day. He said Florida superintendents are talking to 
legislators and asking that the data only be used as a baseline, and that the results 
should not be used to evaluate teachers or grade schools.  

 
Mr. Russell and board members met with the legislative delegation to talk about issues 
such as the home rule legislation, which allows school districts to be charter districts 
and have the same flexibility as charter schools.  The legislation is being sponsored by 
Representative Taylor and co-sponsored by Representative Costello.  The district is 
now looking for a senate sponsor; however, this will be a 2-3 year process.  He also 
spoke to the legislators about the DCD and explained that nickels, dimes and pennies 
add up.  Volusia sends $1 to Tallahassee and gets 95 cents returned.  Over the years 
that has added up to $120 million in lost revenue.  Seminole gets 99 cents returned and 
Orange gets $1.02, plus they both have the one mill, which has allowed them to provide 
robust salary packages for their teachers. 

 
Mr. Russell also discussed the strategic plan and explained the committee is scheduled 
to meet Thursday, November 5.  After the plan is finalized it will be presented to the 
school board. Uniforms will be discussed at the November 10 school board meeting, as 
will the 2016-17 school calendar. 
 
Ms. Kelly Amy, coordinator of career and technical education, presented a PowerPoint 
on programs that provides students pathway to careers and colleges.  Academy 
teachers and business partners provide the real world skills necessary for students to 
be successful in today's work environment. There are currently 35 academies in Volusia 
County Schools with over 5,000 academy students.  Twelve of the 35 academies are 
awarded the highest honor, gold level, for their performance on 12 standards used to 
evaluate academies each year.  The collaboration with businesses and industry 
partners drives the education process and keeps programs and academies current and 
relevant in an ever-changing workforce.   
 
Sophia, a Mainland High senior and ambassador for the Academy of Communication 
and Multi-media Technology, spoke about her experience in the academy and how 
valuable academies are to students in all high schools. 
 



The Volusia Academy Model and its evaluation process is nationally recognized through 
as a Ford NGL Model Track Community through the Ford Motor Company.  As part of 
this community, the district is hosting its inaugural Volusia Academies Gold Tour – east 
side on November 16, and west side, December 2.  Business and community members 
will be able to visit and see Gold Level Academies, meet their business partners, hear 
from their Ambassadors and see hands-on learning in the classrooms.  For more 
information, click here.  
 
 
School Successes 
 
Take Stock in Children is hosting a 5K walk/run November 14 at Creekside Middle.  
Click here for more information and to register. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 pm.  The next meeting will be January 6 at Deltona 
High School.   
 

https://fordngl.com/
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Pages/news-article.aspx?sid=385
http://www.racesmith.com/races/takestockinchildrenstridesforeducation5k.html

