
District Advisory Committee Minutes 
September 2, 2015 

 
The District Advisory Committee (DAC) met on Wednesday, September 2, 2015, at 5:15 
pm at Mainland High School, multi-purpose room. 
 

Ms. Leslie LaRue, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.  School Board 
members Mrs. Linda Cuthbert; Mr. Tom Russell, superintendent;  Mrs. Vickie Presley, 
area superintendent; Dr. Robert Moll, chief financial officer; and  Ms. Nancy Wait, 
director of community information services, were in attendance.   
 
The May minutes were posted on the web for review prior to the meeting and were 
unanimously approved. 
 

Ms. Leslie LaRue began by giving a brief description of DAC members’ responsibilities 
and stressed the importance of attending each meeting.  Some schools have more than 
one representative to share the responsibilities of attending the meetings. She 
explained the role of a DAC member is to serve as an ambassador/liaison between their 
school and the School District of Volusia County.  Next Ms. LaRue recruited names for 
the bylaws subcommittee listed below.  Contact any of the members listed if you have 
suggestions or recommendations. 

Michael Clancy,  tmclancy@bellsouth.net   
Lorri Cummings, jodylorri@hotmail.com   
Sharon Boyer,  sboyer2119@cfl.rr.com   

 
Superintendent Tom Russell took the floor.  He reported as of September 2, enrollment 
was at 62,400 students.  This is 72 students over the projected number of 62,238 and is 
expected to continue to increase by the 20 day count.  Mr. Russell spoke on the 
following topics: 
 

 Twenty-two new principals were appointed in May.  Over the summer principals, 
administrators and teacher leaders attended professional development 
workshops.  At the workshops they were able to problem solve, set goals and 
implement structure for their school.  Having to opportunity to meet with staff over 
the summer, set goals and discuss their School Improvement Plan was 
beneficial.  

 

 On the first day of school the Million Father March took place at Turie T. Small 
and Westside Elementary.  Men that are local community members to include 
commissioners, local pastors and college students lined up, shook hands and 
welcomed students on their first day of school.  This event is sponsored by 
Bethune-Cookman University. 

 

 Another event was at Deltona High where only freshman attended class on the 
first day of school.  The freshman were able to change classes with less students 
at the school on the first day allowing them to get comfortable with the school 
and their schedules.  Teachers reported freshman had confidence on their 
second day of school. 
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 Ridership Verification System was implemented late last school year.  All riders 
either swipe an identification card or input their birth date when they board and 
disembark the school bus.  This security system allows the district to verify if a 
student ever boarded the bus and what stop they got off.     

 
 Visitor Verification System is a verification system that will be implemented next 

week.  Every visitor is required to report to the front office when visiting campus.  
Their driver’s license will be swiped through a machine and a name tag will print 
out.  At that time the machine will also notify the school if the visitor is a sexual 
predator or offender. 

 
 Validity of FSA results were announced.  The company acknowledged that the 

testing administration was problematic.  The recommendation was for students 
who did not pass the FSA for graduation to use a retake or a concordant score.  
They also recommended that a test score not be the sole determining factor for 
student placement decisions.  This is something the district already is practicing.  
The DOE has not given any indication as to when districts will receive the actual 
student scores.    

 
 Volusia County Schools biggest concern is the use of this test in determining 

school grades because no learning gains will be calculated.  Like comparing 
apples to oranges, this year’s school grade will not be the same as previous 
years because it will not reflect the progress that students made from 2013-14 to 
2014-15.  For elementary schools this means instead of looking at 8 components 
to determine the school grade, this year we will only have 3 components.  
Ignoring the learning gains, while using a measuring stick of proficiency that has 
still yet to be determined as the only indicator of school grades is not only wrong 
but harmful to schools.  The inclusion of student learning gains in the past had 
leveled the playing field of the very affluent schools and schools of high poverty.  
This will have a serious impact and prevent the district from comparing these 
school grade to years past.  

 
Nancy Wait, director of Community Information Service, distributed a draft copy of the 
student dress code survey.  District Advisory Committee members were asked to 
provide suggestions for changes to the five-question survey.  School board members 
requested the input in order to make a decision regarding changes to the student dress 
code, which may require uniforms for the school year 2016-17.  Flyers regarding the 
survey will be sent home with elementary students, a recorded message will be sent out 
to parents, the survey will be placed on the district’s website and all parents will be 
informed of the survey at open house.  Ms. Leslie LaRue stated parents should share 
their concerns and opinions at future School Board meetings.   
 
Dr. Moll, chief officer of finance, gave a PowerPoint presentation on the tentative budget 
for fiscal year 2015-16.  He discussed how over the past twelve years the DCD (District 
Cost Differential) has affected Volusia County.   The DCD is a yearly cost-of-living 
adjustment to Florida education appropriations that increases or decreases a school 
district’s state funding based on the price of a marketbasket of goods and services and 

http://myvolusiaschools.org/financial-services/Documents/Budget_Tentative_FY16_Presentation.pdf


wages in the county.  Volusia County has lost the most money compared to other major 
districts, consisting of 30,000 students or more, in the state.  In 2005, the school district 
combined with other districts and entered a class act lawsuit requesting for a study to be 
implemented to prove the formula is fair to all districts. Even though it made it the 
supreme court, it was not passed.  Florida is the only state that uses this formula.  
  
School Successes 
 
Edgewater Public is celebrating their 50th anniversary with special activities planned all 
year. 
 
FUTURES Foundation announced mini-grant applications are available through 
http://www.finditfunditflorida.com/volusia/.   September 8 is the deadline to submit.   
 
Take Stock in Children is hosting a 5K walk/run November 14 at Creekside Middle. 
 
The next meeting will be October 7 at Deltona High School. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 pm. 
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