
District Advisory Committee Minutes 
March 2, 2016 

 
The District Advisory Committee (DAC) met on Wednesday, March 2, 2016, at 5:15 pm 
at Deltona High School, media center. 
 

Ms. Leslie LaRue, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.   February minutes 
were posted on the web for review prior to the meeting.  The minutes were unanimously 
approved.  Mrs. Melody Johnson, school board member; Mrs. Linda Cuthbert, school 
board member; Mr. Tom Russell, superintendent; Mr. Gary Marks, area superintendent; 
Mr. Greg Akin, chief operating officer; Ms. Barbara Head, executive director, K-12 
curriculum; Mr. Al Chandler, director of transportation; Ms. Saralee Morrissey, director 
of planning; Mr. Eric Holland, assistant director of digital learning/assessment; and Ms. 
Nancy Wait, director of community information, were all in attendance. 
 
Ms. LaRue asked members for three volunteers to serve as the nominating committee. 
The nominating committee members are:  Andrew Dickens, Timbercrest, 
admoney58@gmail.com,  Jennifer Marinaccio, Pine Trail Elementary and Ormond 
Beach Middle, jakonicek2@gmail.com, and Tracia Twaranovica, twaranovica@att.net.  
E-mail the nominating committee members if you are interested in serving or would like 
to nominate someone to serve as chairman or vice-chairman for the 2016-17 school 
year.  If you nominate someone, please make sure they are willing to serve. 
 
Mr. Russell shared that testing is going well; this year there were no complaints.   
 
Mr. Russell stated the Senate and the House met last week to work on the state budget; 
which shows school districts will be receiving a 1% increase or about $71 more per 
student.  We will know more at the April meeting. 
 
Last, Mr. Russell said we are working to create a new format for the monthly meetings.  
Tonight’s meeting is a preview with three speakers.  Please be sure to share 
information with your SAC. 
 
Eric Holland, assistant director of digital learning/assessment, gave a PowerPoint 
presentation on changes in assessments.  Volusia County Schools is currently a “B” 
district.  The district has been a “C” since 2012.  The PowerPoint shows the 
components currently used to calculate the grade.  This year, two-thirds of Volusia 
County Schools are an A or B. The state issued DeLand High an “I” rating because they 
did not meet the criteria testing 95% of students. They only recorded that 94% of 
students were tested.  The district is appealing this grade. 
 
This year will include learning gains using a different model than previous years.  Mr. 
Holland said that the state board hinted the bar was set low.  Currently a school needs 
to earn 62% of the possible points to be considered an A school. However, the state 
Board of Education has considered raising the percentage making it harder to be an A 
school.  
 
Saralee Morrissey, director of planning, spoke next about variances, academies, and 
legislation.  Florida Statute, 1002.31 provides guidelines for district school board to 
develop plans for a controlled open enrollment public education delivery system.  A 
variance application requesting a different school assignment for a student other than 
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their zoned school can be submitted by the child’s parent/guardians.  Applications for 
variances under School Board Policy 203 for the upcoming school year must be 
submitted during the preceding school year between January 1 and June 1. Many 
factors are reviewed to determine if the variance is approved, including: 

 high school academy 

 academy offered at their zoned school 

 school at full capacity 

 class size and how the budget would be affected 

 current zoned placement creates a severe hardship on the student and/or family 
 

If the parents/guardians of a student who is denied approval for a change of 
assignment, they may appeal the decision to the District Student Placement Committee.  
Ms. Morrissey recommended parents/guardians visit a school first, to speak with the 
teachers and administrators before making the decision of trying to relocate a student.  
Around 10% of the district’s students attend schools under variance approval.  Seventy-
five percent of variances are approved in the district. 
 
Mr. Al Chandler, director of transportation, spoke next regarding transportation and 
hazardous walk-zones.   Mr. Chandler stated that if there is a safety issue regarding 
street lights or crossing guard to notify him so he could contact the appropriate areas 
such as the Sheriff’s department or the city or county office.  Volusia County Schools 
transportation department is ranked top statewide on cost per student and privatization of 

STS. 
 

Transportation is provided for students whose homes are two miles or more from the 
nearest appropriate (zoned) school.  Requests for transportation within the two-mile limit 
because of unique conditions should be submitted to the principal who submits the 
requests to the Director of Student Transportation Services. Discussion has occurred to 
consider shrinking the mileage to one mile; however, it would cost the district almost 
$3.5 million dollars. 
 
  
School Successes 
Sweetwater Elementary is announcing the Wild Western Casino Night. It’s sponsored 
by Jon Hall Chevrolet and Sonny's BBQ and is being held at the Women's Auxiliary 
Club in New Smyrna Beach, Saturday, March 12, from 6pm-10pm. Tickets are $60 a 
couple or $40 per person. 
 
Pine Trail Elementary teacher, Steve Waterman, received the Mentor Award at the 
robotic tournament held at Spruce Creek HS and at the regional tournament he 
received the Coach's Award 
 
Robin Diedrichs, Blue Lake Elementary, won Volusia County Schools Teacher of the 
Year  
 
Deltona Lakes Elementary recently raised over $4,000 through the Jump Rope for Heart  
 
Freedom Elementary recently held a Walk –A-Thon and raised over $20,000 
 
Starke Elementary held a Black History Month program.  Over 200 parents attended to 
watch students perform skits and autobiographies. 
 



Edgewater Public received AdvanceEd STEM certification.  They are the only 
elementary school to have received this in the state. 
 
Deltona Middle School students participated in the Science Olympiad.  They had one 
team receive first and several others placed 4 – 6.  
 
George Marks Elementary is hosting their Spring Fling on March 12, 10a.m.-2p.m.  
 
The next meeting will be April 6 at Mainland High School.  The meeting was adjourned 
at 6:45 pm. 


