
District Advisory Committee Minutes 
February 3, 2016 

 
The District Advisory Committee (DAC) met on Wednesday, February 3, 2016, at 5:15 
pm at Mainland High School, multi-purpose room. 
 

Ms. Leslie LaRue, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.   January minutes 
were posted on the web for review prior to the meeting.  The minutes were unanimously 
approved.  Mr. Tom Russell, superintendent; Mrs. Susan Freeman, area 
superintendent; Ms. Barbara Head, executive director, K-12 curriculum; Ms. Cindy 
Fisher, coordinator of academic enhancement; and Ms. Nancy Wait, director of 
community information, were all in attendance. 
 
Mr. Russell discussed testing and stated local assessments must be rigorous and 
aligned to standards.  According to state statutes, it is the responsibility of school 
districts to progress monitor.  Data shows Seminole County test students less, but they 
still have trimester exams embedded with the standards and rely on teachers to write 
the assessments.   
 
Volusia has now made it a school-based decision whether or not teachers must use 
district tests.  Principals and teachers must decide for their schools and the decision 
must be communicated with the school community.  We know Volusia’s district exams 
are aligned to the standards because students who performed well on those 
assessments did well on the FSA.  Because we know our tests are aligned, we now 
have a test bank of questions that look like the FSA that teachers can embed in tests 
they’ve created.  In this way, we will be in compliance with the law to progress monitor 
our students.   
 
Mr. Russell spoke next about District Advisory Committee agenda.  The district is 
required by DAC bylaws and school board policy to present yearly on the budget, 
student progression plan, code of student conduct and SACS accreditation plan.  The 
remaining agendas are set by the committee and chairman.  District Advisory 
Committee members are asked to submit topics that they would like to see presented 
and the DAC chairman coordinates those topics with the district liaison to create the 
schedule for the year.  Next month, Mr. Russell suggested several staff members from 
different departments will give short presentations and then open the floor for 
conversation.  Topics will be announced in advance so that DAC members can poll their 
SACs regarding questions they’d like addressed.  The purpose for tonight’s topic is for 
members to take back the information to their SAC and explain the input process for 
suggested changes to the code of student conduct.  
 
Next to speak was Ms. Cindy Fisher, coordinator of student discipline and records.     
Ms. Fisher presented a PowerPoint regarding the Code of Student Conduct and 
Discipline Policy 208.  Links to policy 208 elementary and 208 secondary as well as the 
code recommendation form have been posted on the District Advisory Committee’s 
website.  She explained how the Code of Student Conduct must be annually reviewed 
and stakeholders must be given the opportunity to submit input.   A Code of Student 
Conduct committee comprised of law enforcement, students, teachers, parents, 
administrators and district personnel, meet every year to discuss changes to the code.  
Elementary and secondary codes are very similar to allow the district to address issues 
developmentally and age appropriate.  The booklet includes family rights and 

http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/DAC/2015-2016%20DAC/208E.pdf
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/DAC/2015-2016%20DAC/208S.pdf
http://myvolusiaschools.org/Community-Information-Services/DAC/2015-2016%20DAC/Code%20Recommendation%20Sheet.doc


responsibilities; however; only the Code of Conduct is being reviewed (policy 208).  All 
suggested revisions may not appear in the code, but they are all reviewed. Ms. Fisher 
has requested input forms be submitted to her office by March 11. 
 
Ms. Fisher reviewed discipline offenses and responses which are defined in the code: 
 Level one, discipline handled in the school - minor, such as tardiness  
 Level two, discipline handled in the school – intermediate, such as striking 
 Level three, may be referred to the district – major, such as bullying 
 Level four, must be referred to the district – major, a state defined zero tolerance  

issue that requires law enforcement response  
 
A committee meets weekly to determine discipline responses for students who have 
been referred to the district.  Each case is reviewed and a decision is made, such as an 
alternative setting or home school.  This program helps keep students from having a 
record and out of the court system.  Expulsion is rarely recommended by the committee.   
     
The Code of Student Conduct and Discipline is distributed to students, teachers and 
administrators at the beginning of every school year.  A written acknowledgement is 
requested from each student and parent.  The district is working toward an electronic 
version to avoid printing copies; however, we are still required to collect parent 
signatures acknowledging that the document was provided to parents.    
 
 
School Successes 
There will be three parent, teacher meetings hosted by VTO, as follows:  

 Creekside Middle- Monday, February 8, 6:30 p.m. 

 Deltona High- Wednesday, February 10, 6:30 p.m. 

 Hinson Middle – Thursday, February 11, 6:30 p.m. 
 
Taylor Middle-High school boys’ soccer team won districts and now will be headed to 
regional competition. 
 
Pine Trail Elementary robotics team competed against other schools to include middle 
school students and won a slot at regionals. 
 
Daytona Auto Mall is partnering with FUTURES Foundation and is hosting a Test Drive 
for Charity event scheduled for Wednesday, April 6, 10am-7pm. For each test drive at 
BMW, Dodge, Ford, Mazda Mercedes & Nissan dealerships, Daytona International Auto 
Mall will donate $25 to FUTURES Foundation for Volusia County Schools! 
 
A few parents shared their positive experiences they had at Parent University.  It was 
highly recommended from those who attended.  The district is planning to hold a fall and 
spring Parent University next year. 
 
The next meeting will be March 2 at Deltona High School.  The meeting was adjourned 
at 6:25 pm. 


