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District Advisory Council Tech Focus Group Discussion 
4/6/16 

Group #: 1 
Group Moderator: Leslie LaRue 
Assistant Moderator: Emily Brannon 

How does technology assist you in learning new 
information and creating new understanding? 

Google - quicker answers - anywhere, wherever 
- being able to speak to anyone in the area

What could one-to-one device for every student 
look like? Is it the same in every school? Grade 
level? Classroom? 

kindergarten– tablets, younger need to start 
learning keyboard - laptops, tablets have 
wireless keyboards, wireless important – Flagler, 
every student gets laptops – using a mouse, 
wireless mouse, to get familiar - may be 
beneficial to get both (windows or mac) survey 
for preference? depending on availability at 
home - can bring in whatever they would like  

Knowing that tech deployment has to happen in 
staggered waves over the next 5 years, how 
would you prioritize that deployment? By school, 
grade level, by teacher readiness to embrace 
tech, other ideas? 

teachers make the decisions – all schools are 
different (title 1 funds, where they are 
standing?) - very old tech – but you have to be 
realistic, high school middle school kids can get 
more benefit out of tech – don't need computer 
for basics on learning in elementary - prioritize 
secondary – however, elementary already 
testing on computers – older kids update faster 
(BYOT) - schools need to be ready, if teacher isn't 
prepared, it will be ineffective   

Is there anything else you would like to add for 
how the tech plan should be rolled out by 2020? 

one program, uniform system, through school, at 
school and at home – if you are testing, you 
should have access - kindergarten still needs 
access – be effective communicators with each 
school – developmentally, look at what the 
students are capable of, depending on age – also 
learning the keyboard – where do we implement 
into curriculum? - those who do not have home 
access, whether they are unable or against the 
idea of tech – every career uses technology now 
– how do you keep up? with tech constantly
improving – must be a plan for when the
computer no longer works – hybrid (mesh both
tech and tradition) how do we know they are
getting into something they shouldn't? byot
server blocks include parental controls





District Advisory Council Tech Focus Group Discussion 
4/6/16 

Group #: 2 
Group Moderator: Mike Cicchetti  
Assistant Moderator: Sofia Slimak 

How does technology assist you in learning new 
information and creating new understanding? 

Visual learner, videos help... get on internet, 
instant wealth of info at fingertips... SPEED... 
efficiency... quick reliable sources, no wiki... 
scoped down for children, distractions... is it 
fact? Or opinion... too much information... 
adults use it poorly... 

What could one-to-one device for every student 
look like? Is it the same in every school? Grade 
level? Classroom? 

Touchscreen, WITH keyboard and mouse... 
Portable... kids are able to type on phones... siri 
has made children lazy... changing device on 
years.... small kids w/ big block, smaller on, by 
high school on keyboard w/ certification.... 

School doesn’t provide ALL devices... 
acknowledging change over time, to typing vs 
righting, etc... to be able to move, or stay in 
classrooms... 1to1 to keep... upgradable... 
quickly.... 

Knowing that tech deployment has to happen in 
staggered waves over the next 5 years, how 
would you prioritize that deployment? By school, 
grade level, by teacher readiness to embrace 
tech, other ideas? 

High school first... grade level.... readiness 
determined by decision to give tech to... form 
follows function... needs assessment to prioritize 
needs for next year... kids lost when 
kindergarten got tech not 5th, problems... grade 
level... to teach grade level, must know tech... 
teacher readiness.... FSA Testing, those grades 
must have tech... thought by school... if kids 
have tools, they help teachers... teachers learn 
as it goes.... 

Is there anything else you would like to add for 
how the tech plan should be rolled out by 2020? 

Fearful for teachers having to learn, they 
struggle... should students teach teachers? 
Competency... tech savvy kids... Only in High 
school they get Microsoft savvy once in high 
school, not middle... Obviously rent tech, NOT 
own... quick lease... duplication... assessment 
needed to prevent teaching twice... keeping class 
together in knowledge... not single out students 
if they don’t have devices at home... new 



teachers easy to teach, old teachers hard to 
teach... pair young to old teachers... nice for 
parents having technology at schools.... fix tech 
at school... no waiting... accessibility... don’t get 
hung up on every part of accessibility.... instead 
help those who don’t have Wi-Fi, help them 
learn to find other ways to get access... with 
every tech, reliability... multiple OS... 



District Advisory Council Tech Focus Group Discussion 
4/6/16 

Group #: 3 
Group Moderator: Caitlyn Distler 
Assistant Moderator: Sofia Rivas 

How does technology assist you in learning new 
information and creating new understanding? 

An exciting experience to learn and use the new 
technology. It's assessable anywhere you go. 
There is always connection between students 
and the work. 

What could one-to-one device for every student 
look like? Is it the same in every school? Grade 
level? Classroom? 

Ideally it would great for it to look the same in all 
schools but its not the reality because of 
different situations. Integration with BYOT has 
been a successful process. It should be different 
in each grade level, Tittle 1 schools need the 
devices such as iPads in order to engage them. 
Keyboarding skills are much needed when 
entering secondary schools, most already know 
how to use the touch screens. For day-to-day 
class time its appropriate for technology but all 
devices need to be turned off when it comes to 
testing and that could be a struggle for students.  
Will the devices have the "refresh" plan? 

Knowing that tech deployment has to happen in 
staggered waves over the next 5 years, how 
would you prioritize that deployment? By school, 
grade level, by teacher readiness to embrace 
tech, other ideas? 

Title 1 school first 
Teacher readiness is a factor, many teachers are  
not tech-savy 
Start with the younger first 
Training needs to happen before or during roll 
out 
Teacher readiness is a major priority, teachers 
that are  not prepared will not sell to the 
children 
Kids need to buy it so teacher readiness is 
important! 

Is there anything else you would like to add for 
how the tech plan should be rolled out by 2020? 

If there is no tech services, it will  not work out 
Timely manner of tech assistance is important. 
Teachers platform needs to be reflected of what 
students have access to. 
How will they practice outside of school if they 
do not have the technology? 
Sanctuary between 8 and 2 



Websites and apps that are used in school can be 
used on personal devices 

Kindergarten should focus on 1 devices and 
increase by the year 
Convenience compared to usual ability 



District Advisory Council Tech Focus Group Discussion 
4/6/16 

Group #: 4 
Group Moderator: Melanie Kestory 
Assistant Moderator: Helen DeBerri 

How does technology assist you in learning new 
information and creating new understanding? 

• Role as a teacher: masters in an online
program, all things I am doing are
integrated with technology

• I am confused because I am doing it for
me too. I use technology all the time and
I am getting my masters as well.
Everything I do is about technology it is
kind of fun kind of scary

• I think most of when I was in the
classroom was professional learning. Ten
years ago we all went to the library, we
did distance learning through this . This
would be the next step to that.

What could one-to-one device for every student 
look like? Is it the same in every school? Grade 
level? Classroom? 

• It is completely different all across the
board. It is completely different on an
individual level. Every student will be
working on different level.

• Access to iPad or laptop
• I think laptops over iPads because they

have less issue
• MY kids use their technology: phone,

laptops, ds, iPad
• I am hearing you talk and thinking about

the need of the student, what ever the
need dictates so the technology

• One-to-one based on the class and what
is being learned: technology sways with
what is being learned

• Need to think about what programs are
needed; for example the iPads couldn't
use flash, but laptops could

• I am picturing that each class is setup for
what will be learned, not necessarily that
the students will be carrying around a
device



• Every kid has access to technology that
they can take home

• They could take something home through
a barcode; this would be a good fix

• From teachers perspective: more could
be given to the kids to do at home
because they would be able to complete
the tasks

Knowing that tech deployment has to happen in 
staggered waves over the next 5 years, how 
would you prioritize that deployment? By school, 
grade level, by teacher readiness to embrace 
tech, other ideas? 

• My child will be a senior and needs to be
ready for college

• Students who need to be ready to go so
the technology should go to them

• Teacher readiness; some sort of way to
measure this

• I think it is a combination between
teacher readiness we have to be able to
use it an reinvent it

• The kids who are going to college need to
be able to go through this

• We need to change platforms too so that
they are ready for anything

• Start with teachers readiness and high
school: Done.

Is there anything else you would like to add for 
how the tech plan should be rolled out by 2020? • I have been in classroom where teachers

thought they were using tech in learning,
but they just had it available, it was not
effective

• It isn't about putting the computer in
front of the kid, its about how it is used

• I need to be able to understand how to
use everything to help the students in the
best way

• Are you planning on making it one size
fits all?

• Professional development needs to be
part of it, but it also needs to be one size
fits all so that everyone can do this

• University was one size fits all; the
advanced class was not to the level it
should have been



• There are people above me technology
wise but there are also people who don't
know how to use their email

• We need to fill in the gap
• There was a lot of buy in to picking their

own time

Body Language • Crossing arms, nodding heads, smiling,
making eye-contact

• Receptive to new ideas



District Advisory Council Tech Focus Group Discussion 
4/6/16 

Group #: 5 
Group Moderator: Nancy Wait 
Assistant Moderator: Owen McCall 

How does technology assist you in learning new 
information and creating new understanding? 

Helps with access to information. Make sure it's 
accurate. The ability to share ideas and get 
feedback from other people. Builds consensus. 
Gets the information instantly. Reach large 
groups of people. See opposing viewpoints and 
reaffirmation of your viewpoints. Develop a 
lesson plan. Spend the time developing a 
curriculum and share it infinitely. Contact some 
of the major or original sources to check the 
accuracy. Flexibility in teaching. Always on. Fits 
everyone's schedule. Monitor students. 
Accountability.  

What could one-to-one device for every student 
look like? Is it the same in every school? Grade 
level? Classroom? 

Laptops, clickers, iMacs, desktops. Younger 
students like the clickers. Big group settings. 
Tablets. Student can have a clicker or a tablet. 
Teacher can have one to write on, student can 
have one to write stuff down on. So much 
flexibility to things your way. Constantly 
changing, can express everyone's needs. 
Computers are already outdated.  Expose the 
kids to all  the technologies. We're so close to 
augmented reality. Embrace whatever is out 
there. Bad  stuff on technology, too. Schools 
should monitor that. Based on education. Has to 
have the content to go with it, or the technology 
is obsolete. Drive those things. Depends on the 
device, different ones for different things. Take 
advantage of all the new technologies.   

Knowing that tech deployment has to happen in 
staggered waves over the next 5 years, how 
would you prioritize that deployment? By school, 
grade level, by teacher readiness to embrace 
tech, other ideas? 

Grade level. Look at teacher readiness. Kids in 
high school, those kids have to be ready, so the 
teachers have to be ready and willing. School 
based, teachers know they are being targeted. 
School based, other schools want it, balance it 
out. Schools have different things. Bring the 
schools together, some have it some don't. Start 
at a grade, throughout the district, third graders 
with phones. Don't forget the equity piece. Even 



in Volusia, not the same spectrum, there is a 
range. Some schools tech access is a problem, 
others it isn't. Get students with minimal access 
to tech ready, too. More looking at the school to 
get the needs. Every grade level across the 
district. Not only are they getting out,  but 
industry certifications, and dual enrollment, 
getting them ready. Blurred over getting cap and 
gown, line blurred from one thing to the next. 
Don't leave young ones to where they have to 
catch up. Covers all of this. What in each grade? 
Different in terms of content, hardware, 
software. Foster love of learning, show powerful 
technology is. One on one technology. Reality is 
teachers need technology, real technology.  
Leverage the teacher. Teacher is still a key part 
of this. Teachers need to have the right tools. 
Majority of kids have a phone, told to leave it 
home, told to put it away. BYOT. Gives district a 
way to leverage if they don't have enough 
technology. Content has to be different 
compared to device.  

Is there anything else you would like to add for 
how the tech plan should be rolled out by 2020? 

Parents need to understand what is going on. 
Community involvement.  
 
 

 



District Advisory Council Tech Focus Group Discussion 
4/6/16 

 
Group #: 6 
Group Moderator: Barb Head 
Assistant Moderator: Max Taylor 
 

How does technology assist you in learning new 
information and creating new understanding? 

Helps to focus outside of classroom. Can collect 
all information from missed classes due to very 
hard classes. Can catch up on missed classes 
from exams by watching college class videos. 
Some are used to technology so transition is 
very easy and comfortable to use. Can use tech 
to teach yourself. Use to save notes or make 
presentations to further understand topics in 
class, easier to turn in assignments or take 
quizzes online. Use Ipad's to learn new stories 
and more access to books. 

What could one-to-one device for every student 
look like? Is it the same in every school? Grade 
level? Classroom? 

Would be very different per grade level. High 
schools and middle schools use technology to 
have online textbooks and take notes and write 
papers. Personal choice, what suits personality 
too. If everyone had access it would help 
everyone, technology is ubiquitous and would  
ultimately help students because it is so 
relevant. Use of cellphone and laptop to pull up 
textbook or other resources for the class day. No 
use of technology related to schoolwork. Use 
laptops, Ipad's daily, doing notes on computer 
and incorporating teachers notes into personal 
notes. Ability to access online resources and also 
helps auditory and visual learners. Is very 
different per school. Some think that the 
technology is a distraction to some, would have 
to be for all students. Use Ipad's for science 
experiments.  

Knowing that tech deployment has to happen in 
staggered waves over the next 5 years, how 
would you prioritize that deployment? By school, 
grade level, by teacher readiness to embrace 
tech, other ideas? 

Prioritize those who are exceling in school and 
will actually utilize the tech correctly to further 
their education. And to those who are trying to 
do their best. Should go to those who are 
struggling so they can be on the same level as 
those are who doing well. 



Is there anything else you would like to add for 
how the tech plan should be rolled out by 2020? 

Did not get to this question. 
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