
 

District Advisory Committee Minutes 
November 5, 2014 

 
The District Advisory committee (DAC) met on Wednesday, November 5, 2014, at 5:15 

pm at Mainland High School, multi-purpose room.  

 

Ms. Rebecca Taylor, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm. Introductions 

included Dr. Margaret Smith, superintendent; Ms. Candace Lankford, school board 

chairman; Ms. Vickie Presley, area superintendent and Ms. Leslie Larue, vice-chairman. 

 

The October minutes were posted on the web for review prior to the meeting and were 

unanimously approved.  

 

Superintendent Dr. Smith addressed three items: 

1) Testing/assessment – the school district, administrators, faculty and parents are 

concerned that too much instructional time is being spent on testing.  The school 

board passed a resolution asking legislators to slow down the implementation of 

new requirements and state required tests to make sure they are valid and 

reliable.  The school district is meeting with legislators who are starting to get the 

understanding that it has been too fast and that there is a need for a better way 

to reasonably assess students.  District required assessments have been cut in 

half. 

2) Overcoming the Culture of Gang Activity – an event is planned for Monday, 

November 10, at Bethune Cookman University, Center for Civic Engagement, 

740 W. International Speedway Blvd.  A free spaghetti dinner will be served at 

5:30 p.m. followed by the opening session at 6 p.m. and breakout sessions at 7 

p.m.  There is no charge to attend.   

 

In the opening session, Judge Hubert Grimes, Director for Law and Social 

Justice at Bethune-Cookman University, will address parents and students.  He 

will introduce three adults to share their stories regarding their former 

involvement in gang activity and how they were able to turn their lives around 

and become successful.   

 

At 7 p.m., there will be three breakout sessions: one for middle school students, 

one for high school students and one for parents and any younger children in 

attendance.  The middle school breakout will include a panel discussion between 

high school and college students; the high school breakout will include a panel 



discussion by college students; and the parent breakout will address how to 

identify if your child is involved in gang activity and what do to about it. 

 

3) School Calendar for 2015-16 – The school board adopted the 2015-16 school 

calendar.  By state law, school cannot start any earlier than 14 days prior to 

Labor Day.  Because Labor Day is one week later than this year, school cannot 

start until August 24.  This has pushed the first semester to end after winter 

break.  Spring break will begin end of day on March 17; classes will resume 

March 28.  The last day of school for students will be Tuesday, June 7. 

 

Lyndi Goepfert, coordinator for elementary curriculum & district accreditation, spoke 

about the process for district accreditation (PowerPoint posted with minutes).  The 

process ensures schools are providing quality instruction so students are prepared for 

post-secondary education and/or entering the workforce.   

 

Every year there is an internal review and every five years there is an external review.  

This year is the external review, which is scheduled for February 8-11, 2015.  About 14 

schools will be selected for the visit; however those schools have not yet been 

identified.  Volusia is the first school district in Florida and third in the nation to become 

fully accredited through AdvancED.  

 

Lyndi Goepfert can be reached at llgoepfe@volusia.k12.fl.us or 386-734-7190, 

extension 20670. 

 

Greg Akin, director of student transportation services, spoke about the Student 

Ridership Verification and Accountability System.  GPS devices have been installed on 

all of the buses.  Because transportation is funded based on the number of students 

who ride, the students must be counted.  Now that is done manually, but with the new 

system, ID cards will be issued to students in elementary school and middle/high school 

students will enter their birthday (MM/DD).  Elementary students will be provided a 

lanyard and there is a system if a student loses his/her card.  The students will either 

swipe their card or enter their birthday each time they get on and off the bus.  The 

system will provide instant access regarding who is on each bus to the district.  This will 

improve safety and security, as well as improve customer service.  In the spring, 

principals will be able to access real-time information and that same ability will also be 

available to parents. 

 

Greg Akin can be reached at gpakin@volusia.k12.fl.us or 386-734-7190, extension 

50546. 
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Candace Lankford, school board chairman, stated there are three new board members 

who were elected.  This will be her last DAC meeting; however she, Stan Schmidt and 

Diane Smith are still board members through November 17.  On November 18 at 9 

a.m., there will be an organizational session and the three new board members will take 

office: Melody Johnson, Linda Cuthbert and John Hill.  She encouraged DAC members 

to take back information to their schools, to stay involved and to be a support system to 

the new board members because it is a sharp learning curve.  Ms. Lankford gave a fond 

farewell and stated she enjoyed her tenure with the District Advisory Committee. 

 

Nancy Holman thanked Ms. Lankford for her leadership and being involved in so many 

things.  She wished her the best.  DAC members applauded Ms. Lankford and echoed 

the sentiment. 

 

Spruce Creek High students, Elaine Newbern and Dalton Price, introduced themselves 

to the committee. 

 

Cynthia Ramirez, director for FUTURES Foundation, invited everyone to support the 5K 

fundraiser being held November 15 at Creekside Middle to support Take Stock in 

Children scholarships. 

 

Sweetwater Elementary stated they have raised $10,200 from their banner program 

allowing businesses to hang banners on the school fence. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 pm. The next meeting will be January 7 at Deltona 

High School. 


