
District Advisory Committee Minutes 
September 3, 2014 

 
The District Advisory Committee (DAC) met on Wednesday, September 3, 2014, at 5:15 
pm at Mainland High School, multi-purpose room. 
 
Ms. Rebecca Taylor, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.  School Board 
members Ms. Candace Lankford and  Mrs. Linda Costello; Dr. Margaret Smith, 
superintendent;  Mrs. Vickie Presley, area superintendent; Dr. Robert Moll, deputy 
superintendent for financial services; Mr. Jim Tager, deputy superintendent for 
instructional services; and  Ms. Nancy Wait, director of community information services 
were in attendance.   
 
The May minutes were posted on the web for review prior to the meeting and were 
unanimously approved. 
 
Ms. Taylor began by commending Ms. Leslie LaRue, DAC vice chairman and chairman 
of Citizens for Excellent Schools, and all involved with getting the half-cent sales tax 
extension approved. Next she gave a brief description of DAC members’ responsibilities 
and stressed the importance of attending each meeting.  Some schools have more than 
one representative to share the responsibilities of attending the meetings.    
 
Superintendent Dr. Smith took the floor.  She reported as of the 12th day of school, 
enrollment is up 457 more students than on the 12th day last year.  She shared more 
than 41,000 students are eligible to receive transportation to and from school.  
Assigning the routes can be challenging to make sure all students eligible receive 
transportation opportunities. Nearly 27,700 students have confirmed their interest in 
using the provided transportation.  Dr. Smith also reported free and reduced breakfast 
and lunch numbers, which reflects 11,634 students participating in breakfast and 29,691 
students receiving free or reduced lunch.  This year the menus have adapted to the 
strict federal regulations and guidelines. 

Next, Dr. Smith spoke regarding the half-cent sales tax extension.  She gave thanks for 
all the hard work involved with promoting and getting the extension passed.  Every 
school and every student will benefit.  This half-cent extension will be used for security, 
technology and facility issues – all necessary to ensure our students’ success by 
providing a safe and secure learning environment with 21st century tools.   

 
Next Mr. Jim Tager, deputy superintendent for instructional services, introduced Dr. 
Alicia Parker, assistant director, program accountability and evaluation; Ms. Barbara 
Head, director of K-12 curriculum & SIP services; and Dr. Kati Dyer, coordinator, 6-12 
curriculum (please refer to the posted PowerPoint presented by these speakers). First 
to speak was Dr. Dyer regarding Florida Standards.  She explained the Florida 
Department of Education opened three channels for public input. They created a 
website, email address and held three public meetings for input.  Next she shared some 
differences made in the categories of elementary language arts (ELA), secondary 
language arts (SLA); elementary and secondary math.   



 
Dr. Alicia Parker took the floor and discussed changes in state testing for school year 
2014-2015.  She explained how testing use to be and how it is now.  She demonstrated 
how parents can go online to take a sample Florida Standard Assessment (FSA)  to see 
the format their child will be experiencing.   Chrome is the recommended browser to use 
when visiting the state’s website (website information is listed in the PowerPoint).   
 
Ms. Barbara Head, director of K-12 curriculum and school improvement plan services, 
spoke next about the elementary assessment plan.  The superintendent’s initiative to 
reduce elementary assessments resulted in a total reduction of 50 district assessments 
in kindergarten through grade 5.  The Florida Standard Assessment will be paper-based 
for third and fourth grade students.   Fifth grade and up will be computer-based.  There 
is concern about fifth grade students being required to type the writing portion of the 
test.  The district is currently looking into keyboarding programs to help students with 
their typing skills. Ms. Head encouraged parents to contact the Governor with their 
concerns about the new style of testing requiring elementary students to type.  
 
School Board Chairman Candace Lankford also encouraged District Advisory 
Committee members to contact legislators with any educational concerns they have.  
The superintendent and school board members are very vocal to legislators, but she 
feels if they hear from the parents it will have a greater impact.  Ms. Lankford 
congratulated and thanked the half-cent sales tax extension committee for working hard 
on getting the referendum passed.   She stated having the referendum initiated two 
years in advance will allow the facilities department ample time to plan. 
 
The next meeting will be October 1 at Deltona High School. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 pm. 


