
District Advisory Committee Minutes 
April 1, 2015 

 
The District Advisory Committee (DAC) met on Wednesday, April 1, 2015, at 5:15 pm at 
Mainland High School, multi-purpose room. 
 

Ms. Rebecca Taylor, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:20 pm.   March minutes 
were posted on the web for review prior to the meeting.  The minutes were unanimously 
approved.  Mrs. Linda Costello, school board chairman; Mrs. Linda Cuthbert, school 
board member; Mr. Tom Russell, interim superintendent; Mrs. Vickie Presley, area 
superintendent;  and Ms. Nancy Wait, director of community information, were all in 
attendance. 
 
Ms. Taylor opened the floor for 2015-2016 District Advisory Committee chair and vice 
chair nominations.  Ms. Jennifer Grill, a nominating committee member, reported one 
nomination for chairman, Ms. Leslie LaRue, and no nominees for vice-chairman.  Before 
the nominations were closed by the end of the meeting Mrs. Angela Kopnicky 
volunteered to be nominated for vice-chairman.  Nominations are closed and the 
election will be held at the May meeting. 
 
Mr. Tom Russell, interim superintendent, began his comments by thanking Bethune-
Cookman University for their continued involvement with Volusia County Schools.  
Bethune-Cookman University is sponsoring for the second year a Visual Art 
Extravaganza.  Masterpieces from local high school students are displayed at the 
Performing Arts Center  throughout three floors.  He encouraged members to visit the 
exhibit. 
 
Mr. Russell discussed the school district’s decision to declare impasse in negotiations 
with the teacher’s union.  He explained the bargaining teams for the school district and 
teacher’s union have participated in eight negotiation sessions for wages and benefits 
and were unable to settle. He stated for the past six weeks schools, teachers, parents 
and students have all been impacted.  Impasse is a tool in state law that permits public 
employers and unions to seek a final decision on collective bargaining issues when 
negotiations have been unsuccessful.  It does not mean there will be no raises.  A 
special magistrate was chosen so an unbiased, third-party would look at the numbers 
and make a decision, which is non-binding.  The cost of a magistrate by law is split by 
the parties.  It is a general fund cost, as are any expenses related to the bargaining 
process.  Mr. Russell stated making this decision was not easy, but his goal is to 
improve the environment for teachers, students, parents and staff. 

Mr.  Russell spoke briefly about Senate Bill 616.  This bill is continuously growing and 
addresses testing. Senator Gaetz has agreed to sign the bill to allow third grade 
students to be promoted even if they do not pass the state tests.  With the interruptions  
and complications throughout the testing process, many are worried about the validity of 
the results.        

Ms. Leslie LaRue, Ms. Kim Short and Ms. Joanna Kaney Olivari, parents of Volusia 
County students and child advocates, gave a PowerPoint presentation on programs 
offered by Alliance for Public Schools such as: 

 Community conversation- the Alliance for Public Schools gathers community 
members, teachers, school district representatives, parents and students 
together to have important discussions in support of children and their public 
schools 



 ED chat- Ed Chats are brief information sessions around specific topics 

 Student Alliance for Public School- the Student Alliance for Public Schools was 
founded by a group of students in Hillsborough County that attended one of the 
first Community Conversations. They wanted to develop a student voice in 
relationship to policies within their public schools. 

 Parent University is a free series of informational sessions supporting the 
academic life of children in kindergarten through 12th grade. Sessions focus on 
academic and support programs in our public schools, effective strategies 
families can use to help every child succeed, and ways to advocate for the 
resources necessary for our public schools. In addition, district 
representatives will be available with information about their programs. 

Volusia County is offering its first Parent University on April 18 at Mainland High school.  
Registration is 7:30 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.  Participants will attend a general session followed 
by two classes.  A list of classes that will be offered will be available online before the 
event.  Attendees end the day at noon with a catered lunch. Free childcare is provided 
for children in grades K-5 only (advance reservations are required).   This event is open 
to anyone interested: charter schools, home schooled, private school parents.  You do 
not have to have a child in public schools.  These events are funded by local sponsors.  
To learn more information about Alliance for  Public Schools please click the link 
provided:  http://all4schools.org.  Ms. LaRue, Ms. Short and Ms. Kaney Olivari all 
agreed that being an involved parent gets results in Tallahassee.  They encouraged any 
parents that want to be more involved to attend school board meetings. Parent 
University is also an environment to learn how to be involved.  A Parent University 
session will be planned on the west side of the county in the fall.  
 
School Board Chairman Mrs. Costello stated the Ms. LaRue, Ms. Short and Ms. Kaney 
Olivari validate “parent power,” which is created by parents who are involved in sharing 
positive information.  School Board member Mrs. Cuthbert agreed  and has witnessed 
since becoming a school board member just how much parents and the local 
community is involved with promoting and supporting programs to help the district. 
 
School Successes 

Freedom Elementary is hosting a 5K on April 18.   
 
Sweetwater Elementary is hosting a 5K on April 25. 
 
Pine Trail Elementary is hosting a 5K on May 16. 
 
Ms. Cathy Sherman, Taylor Middle-High DAC representative, announced Ilse 
Velazquez, SGA president, is a semi-finalist in the Dell Scholar program.  Ms. 
Velazquez spoke briefly about the Dell Scholar program.  She has been accepted to the 
University of Florida.   

The next meeting will be May 6 at Deltona High School.  The meeting was adjourned at 
6:45 pm. 

http://all4schools.org/

