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The District Advisory Committee (DAC) met on Wednesday, March 4, 2015, at 5:15 pm 
at Deltona High School, media center. 
 

Ms. Rebecca Taylor, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.   February 
minutes were posted on the web for review prior to the meeting.  The minutes were 
unanimously approved. In attendance:  school board members Mrs. Linda Cuthbert and 
Mrs. Melody Johnson; Mr. Tom Russell, interim superintendent;  Mr. Gary Marks, area 
superintendent; Ms. Jessica Levene, coordinator, learning technology and user support; 
Dr. Alicia Parker, assistant director, program accountability; Dr. Don Boulware, 
Executive Director of Technology Services; and Ms. Nancy Wait, director of community 
information. 
 
Ms. Taylor asked members for three volunteers to serve as the nominating committee. 
Four members volunteered. The nominating committee members are:  Andrew Dickens, 
Timbercrest, admoney58@gmail.com;  Jennifer Grill, Forest Lake, 
jenn_grill@yahoo.com; Beverly Taylor-Maurad, Osteen, bkmaurad@hotmail .com; 
Deysi Torres, McInnis, deycali13@hotmail.com.  E-mail the nominating committee 
members if you are interested in serving or would like to nominate someone to serve as 
chairman or vice-chairman for the 2015-16 school year.  If you nominate someone, 
please make sure they are willing to serve. 
 
First to speak was Tom Russell, interim superintendent.  Mr. Russell shared information 
regarding the testing complications that have taken place.  On Monday, March 2, 
grades 8-10 began computer-based testing and there were problems immediately.  The 
problems were from the state vendor (AIR- American Institute for Research) server and 
software.   The vendor was selected by the state. School districts throughout the state 
of Florida experienced issues, including: 

 Session numbers were not being assigned 

 White screen would appear 

 After 30 minutes of test taking the student would find out they have been logged 
out 

 Other districts received Firefox error messages and Firefox is not part of the 
program  

Volusia made the decision to suspend testing on Tuesday and Wednesday.  Schools 
were instructed to begin testing again on Thursday or any day after. The test being 
given requires a passing score for third graders to be promoted to fourth grade and 
tenth graders must pass to graduate.  There is a two-week window to allow testing to be 
completed with make- up days in April.  Committee members expressed issues and 
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concerns regarding the administration of the test, including student acknowledgement of 
the test rules and opting out. 
 
Next to speak was Jessica Levene, coordinator, learning technology and user support. 
Jessica shared information regarding a cloud-based resource that is offered to students.  
Students can sign into student vportal, view their grades and have access to programs 
that will help them succeed in any subject.  Once signed in they can customize 
programs from the webstore that are beneficial to them and save them in “my tiles”  
icon. Students also have access to  Office365.  Office 365 allows them to create 
documents in word, excel and powerpoint.  They can save their document (or 
assignment) they created and send it directly to the teacher.  Any student that has a 
device that allows them to use the internet will have access to this program at no cost.    
 
Mrs. Melody Johnson stated she will be going to Tallahassee and taking letters to the 
legislators to express concerns of parents and teachers in Volusia County.  She also 
stated how important it is to contact your legislators because when  an issue arises that 
is state-mandated, it is out of the district’s hands. She welcomed invitations to attend 
events at schools.    
 
Mrs. Linda Cuthbert thanked the committee and stated she has attended events at 
many schools.  She welcomes invitations to attend school events.  
  
School Successes 
Debbie Johnson  shared Deltona Lakes Elementary and Carrabba’s held a dinner for 
students and parents.  There was no agenda other than to relax and have dinner with 
your family.  The school and Carrabba’s provided a restaurant atmosphere for students 
and families to experience.  She also shared school board member Melody Johnson 
attended the dinner, as well as visiting her school during literacy week and attending a 
SAC meeting. 
 
Stacy Ferner, New Smyrna Beach High, stated school board member Linda Cuthbert 
attended their SAC meeting.  Her attendance was greatly appreciated. 
 
Leslie LaRue, DAC vice chairman,  announced Volusia Day Rally inTally is scheduled 
for March 25.  Anyone interested in riding the chartered but can contact Daytona 
Regional Chamber of Commerce for  details.   
 
Leslie also mentioned Alliance for Public Schools is a positive environment to get 
information.  She recommends visiting www.all4schools.org   for more information.  
 
The next meeting will be April 1 at Mainland  High School.  The meeting was adjourned 
at 6:45pm. 
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