
District Advisory Committee Minutes 
May 7, 2014 

 
The District Advisory Committee met at 5:15 p.m. on Wednesday, May 7, 2014, at 
Deltona High School, media center. 
 
Ms. Rebecca Taylor, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.  Introductions of 
Ms. Candace Lankford, school board chairman; Mrs. Diane Smith, school board 
member; Dr. Margaret Smith; and Mr. Tom Russell, area superintendent.  
 
April minutes were approved.   
 
Ms. Taylor and Ms. LaRue gave a brief introduction of themselves.  With there being no 
opposition for the District Advisory Committee chairman or vice chairman position, Ms. 
Taylor was elected as 2014-2015 chairman and Ms. LaRue was elected as  2014-15 
vice chair by a vote from the committee.   
 
Dr. Smith began her discussion with sharing recognitions and ceremonies that are taking 
place this time of year:   

• National Teacher Appreciation Week 
• National Substitute Teacher Appreciation Week 
• Graduation ceremonies 
• Multiple awards being earned by students, teachers and schools and recognized 

at school board meetings 
She stated the district has had an amazing year of successes.   
 
As the summer gears up it will become busy planning and preparing implementation of 
new legislation.  The budget is in the preliminary stage.  The senate has proposed $14.4 
million for Volusia County.  That number sounds large; however most of the money has 
been earmarked.  Two district budget workshops are scheduled: May 13 and June 24.   
 
Next, Dr. Smith spoke briefly on a few legislative bills to include textbook review, 
requirement of one whole semester of financial literacy, and dual enrollment funding.   
She stated the textbook bill Senator Hays introduced requiring school districts to review 
textbooks at the district level was not passed.  The state will continue to review the 
textbooks and the school districts are required to advertise to offer viewing opportunities 
to the public.  This was already taking place in Volusia.     
 
Dr. Smith spoke regarding the half-cent sales tax extension.  Following that topic, a 
brochure was distributed regarding the arts offered in Volusia County Schools.   Many 
talented students in Volusia County Schools have won state competitions.  Dr. Smith is 
proud the district has not had to reduce offering these programs.    With a lot of 
competition in charter schools offering art programs it is important to get the word out on 
the variety of Arts that are offered in Volusia County Schools.  The Volusia County 
School board reaffirmed its commitment to the Arts by adopting district goals, which 
include the study of the Arts as a critical component of the K-12 Core Curriculum. 
 



Ms. Leslie LaRue was next to speak.  She is the chairman on the half-cent sales tax 
extension marketing committee.  She is seeking volunteers to speak to everyone at their 
schools and anyone they come into contact with in the community.  The half-cent sales 
tax small contributions will provide the district huge rewards.  Tourist pay up to 40% of 
the revenue collected in Volusia County.  Palm cards were distributed including 
information such as what we’ve accomplished and what needs to be done.  To register to 
vote or request an absentee ballot, go to www.volusiaelections.org    Ms. Candace 
Lankford, school board chairman, announced the Volusia County Home Builders 
Association has voted to support the half-cent sales tax extension.  If you would like a 
school board member to address a group, contact Leslie or email 
citizensforexcellentschools.com.     Ms. LaRue also encouraged District Advisory 
Committee members to visit govote4schools.com and like it on Facebook.   
 
Ms. Debbie Drawdy, coordinator of student services, thanked the District Advisory 
Committee members for their support.  She explained the Student Progression Plan is 
designed to help map how students transfer from grade to grade.  A committee meets 
from January through August to amend the document.   The committee consist of Ms. 
Lyndi Goepfert, elementary school services; Dr. Kati Dyer, middle and high school 
services; Ms. Susan Reaves, exceptional student education; and Dr. Amy Hall, 
specialist, K-12 guidance and Dr. Alicia Parker, monitoring and reporting student 
progress.  Click here to view contact information of the committee members.   They 
individually review their section of proposed revisions and corrections to the Student 
Progression Plan (SPP).   With legislation just closing late last week, the committee will 
work diligently interpreting and analyzing revisions deemed necessary.  Click the link 
below to view the current SPP:  
http://www.boarddocs.com/fla/vcsfl/Board.nsf/files/9FDNP75D5292/$file/Policy%20307-
adopted-01-14-14.pdf 
 
A question –answer period took place regarding different diploma options and Volusia 
Virtual.  Volusia Virtual is an alternative to receiving required graduation credits and is 
free to students.    Dr. Melissa Carr, coordinator of online learning, can be reached at 
386-255-6475, ext. 38393 for Volusia Virtual questions.  Contacting your student’s 
guidance is encouraged to help plan your student’s graduation success.   
 
School board member Mrs. Diane Smith expressed how important it is to spread the 
word on the half-cent sales tax extension.  She also announced there are a couple of 
budget workshops coming up.  Some of the items to be discussed are parent 
academies, health awareness for healthy employees, and the superintendent’s 
evaluation tool. 
 
School Successes 
Creekside Middle Robotic Team raised the money needed to compete in the First Lego 
World Competition and will be traveling to Canada to this summer. 
 
Sweetwater Elementary held a silent auction and raised $13,000 for technology. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
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