
District Advisory Committee Minutes 
November 6, 2013 

 
The District Advisory committee (DAC) met on Wednesday, November 6, 2013 at 5:15 
pm at Mainland High School, multi-purpose room. 
 
Ms. Rebecca Taylor, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.  Introductions 
included Ms. Candace Lankford, school board vice chairman; Mrs. Ida Wright, school 
board member; Mrs. Linda Costello, school board member;  Dr. Margaret Smith, 
superintendent; Ms. Vickie Presley, area superintendent; and Ms. Lyndi Goepfert, 
coordinator of elementary curriculum and district accreditation.   
 
The October minutes were posted on the web for review prior to the meeting and were 
unanimously approved. 

Superintendent Dr. Smith took the floor.  She discussed a series of events that took 
place that led to the rescheduling of the November 5 school board meeting.  On 
November 1, the district received calls of concern regarding the teaching of a chapter in 
Prentice Halls’ World History textbook.  The concern was from individuals that felt the 
book was not balanced in each area of religion that was referenced. A few minutes 
before the board meeting began, Dr. Smith’s office received a phone call from the U.S. 
Department of Justice.  Although there was no specific threat, several groups were 
anticipated to rally at the meeting.  With such strongly opposing views from multiple 
groups, there was not enough time to make sure proper security measures were in 
place.   

Please see below information that was posted to Volusia County Schools website 
regarding the textbook:   

Just the Facts: 
Setting the Record Straight on the Grade 10 World History Textbook 

  
At what grade levels is world history taught? 
The School District of Volusia County teaches world history at grades 6 and 10.  The 
teaching about religions in world history classes is taught during the time period in 
history they originated and were rising.  
  
What religions are referenced in grades 6 and 10? 
In grade 6, the time period that is covered begins with ancient history from 1.8 million 
B.C. through the fall of the Roman Empire in 476 A.D.  The textbook for grade 6 world 
history is History Alive! The Ancient World, from the Teacher’s Curriculum Institute.  The 
textbook has two separate chapters on Judaism, one chapter on Hinduism, one chapter 
on Buddhism and two chapters on Christianity.  
  
The teaching of world history in Volusia County Schools continues at grade 10 with a 
review of what was taught in grade 6 and then begins more in depth starting with the 
time period of the Middle Ages in 500 B.C. and progressing through history until the 



present day.  The textbook for grade 10 is World History from Prentice Hall.  Christianity 
is referred to multiple times throughout the textbook found in sections of three chapters 
and referenced in seven other chapters.  There is a separate chapter on Muslim 
Civilizations that addresses the rise of Islam.  The textbook also references ten of the 
world’s major religions and provides a summary of their key beliefs, including 
Christianity.  Reference to the role of these religions in human history is referenced 
throughout the textbook. 
  
How were the world history textbooks for grade 6 and grade 10 selected? 
The textbooks were selected for use in the 2013-2014 school year in accordance with 
state and district guidelines and involvement of a committee of social studies teachers. 
  
Does the textbook provide religious instruction or “indoctrination” on any faith? 
No.  The United States Supreme Court has clearly held that reference to religion in 
public school courses is constitutionally permissible for information rather than 
indoctrination purposes.  For example, the study of world history is incomplete without 
reference to the role of religion in human development. 
  
May school districts omit all references to the role of religion in grade 10 world 
history courses? 
No.  All school districts must comply with state curriculum standards known as the Next 
Generation Sunshine State Standards for all required history courses. The Next 
Generation State Sunshine Standards are not new.  Florida has not adopted the 
Common Core Curriculum Standards for any history course, including world 
history.  There are over 100 Next Generation Sunshine State Sunshine Standards for 
the subject of world history and 20 of them mandate reference to both Christianity and 
Islam.  These standards are balanced and do not advocate either faith, but are limited to 
the teaching of world history. 
  
Is Islam provided preferential treatment in the textbook over other religions? 
No.  The textbook contains 34 chapters. Christianity is referenced in seven of these 
chapters.  A chapter on Muslim civilizations in the years 622 – 1629 A.D describing the 
Indian, Ottoman and Safavid Empires provides information on the role of Islam.  The 
role of Christianity in referenced in chapters covering the Greek and Roman empires, 
Medieval and Middle Ages Europe, the Crusades, Byzantine empire, Russia, Eastern 
Europe, Africa, Renaissance, Protestant Reformation and the Scientific Revolution. 
Other references to the role of world religions are found throughout the textbook in their 
historical context.  
  
Are concerns about the textbook warranted? 
No.  Statements that the textbook indoctrinates students into any faith are simply not 
true and not based on the actual content of the textbook. 
  
Can I read the textbook? 
The first priority of the district is to ensure that each student is given access to their 
required textbooks.  These textbooks are expensive and the district does not maintain a 
significant surplus inventory of books.  However, arrangements to inspect the textbook 



at a school district site can be arranged upon request.  Because the textbook is subject 
to federal copyright protections, the district is unable to post the textbook online or make 
copies of it.  

Next to speak was Ms. Lyndi Goepfert, coordinator of elementary curriculum and district 
accreditation.  Click here to view the PowerPoint Ms. Goepfert discussed on district 
accreditation. The goal of accreditation is to evaluate, verify and improve an institution’s 
quality.  To be accredited, schools must meet the AdvancED standards, engage in 
improvement and demonstrate quality assurance through internal and external review. 
She explained the improvement process is looked at annually to help schools know 
where they are and what they need to do to get their school where it should be.  Internal 
and external reviews are performed.    Internal teams are comprised of school and 
district-based personnel.   The external team consist of individuals from around the 
nation.  Team members observe teachers, talk with students, district personnel and 
parents.  They will provide the district with commendations and recommendations.  The 
external team assesses and evaluates district effectiveness in meeting the requirements 
of accreditation.   The district is currently in the first year of the third 5-year internal 
review cycle and planning for our second external review during school year 2014-2015.  
Volusia County Schools was the first district in Florida to be fully accredited and the 
third in the nation. 

Next School Board Member Mrs. Ida Wright spoke regarding the partnership between 
Volusia County Schools and Bethune-Cookman University.  Bethune-Cookman 
University recently began a mentoring program with Champion and Palm Terrace 
elementary schools.  Bethune-Cookman University also partnered to celebrate the 
accomplishments of Turie T. Small Elementary students in grades 3-5 who made honor 
roll or showed improvement in academics, behavior and attendance.  A special 
luncheon with Dr. Edison Jackson, President of BCU, was held for the students and 
their parents.   

School Board Vice Chairman Ms. Candace Lankford shared with District Advisory 
Committee members a partnership the district has with graduate MBA students from 
Stetson University.  The students are currently conducting internal surveys and working 
on marketing and brand ideas for the district.  This project is free to the district. 

Ms. Lankford invited Spruce Creek High student representative, Brian Vaughn, to stand 
and speak about his experience with FUTURES Tomorrow’s Leaders program.  
Students from all ten high schools are selected to participate in the FUTURES 
Foundation leadership training programs. The students attend five full-day seminars, 
coordinated by community leaders, designed to familiarize them with different aspects 
and services of Volusia County while developing their leadership skills. Through the 
seminars, panel discussions and study groups, participants are challenged to expand 
their awareness of the interrelationships and complexities of our community.  Mr. 
Vaughn expressed how informative participating in the program was to him in many 
areas of Volusia County. 

http://content.volusia.k12.fl.us/Community-Information-Services/DAC/2013-2014%20DAC/DAC%20Presention%20-%20District%20Accreditation%20-%202013-14FINAL.pdf�


A question answer period took place that covered multiple topics.  A question regarding  
the 2014-2015 school calendar was brought up.  Ms. Nancy Wait, director of community 
information services, explained the district anticipates students will return to school on 
Monday, August 18, 2014, which is two weeks before Labor Day. Most school districts 
in Florida start at this time.  School districts rely on the Florida Department of Education 
to set testing dates, which for the purpose of a school calendar are used to ensure that 
spring break schedules do not interfere with statewide testing schedules. 
  
The 2014-15 school year is when testing in Florida will transition from the FCAT 2.0 and 
End of Course exams to an assessment that measures high quality curriculum 
standards. The Department of Education is in the process of making plans for these 
new tests and has not released the 2014-15 testing schedule.  When the state testing 
schedule becomes available, the recommended school calendar for 2014-15 for Volusia 
County Schools will be taken to the school board for approval.   
 
The topic of Financial Literacy was brought up by a District Advisory Committee 
representative.  Governor Rick Scott signed a bill that requires financial literacy to be 
taught in our high schools so students have a better understanding of the risk of debt. 
Certain standards addressing financial literacy is currently being taught in Volusia 
County Schools economic classes.    Many community businesses provide partnerships 
to strengthen the knowledge of financial literacy.  Ms. Brown, Deltona Middle 
representative, shared her involvement with Junior Achievement Association and 
volunteering in middle school classrooms to discuss careers, budgeting, saving and 
insurance risks with students.  
 
 
School Successes 
 
Jennifer Dietz, Westside Elementary and VCCPTA President, announced November is    
Health Awareness Month. Please send her any activities your school may be    
 participating in to recognize Health Awareness. 
 
November 14- Volusia County Dances annual event.  The event will take place at  
7 p.m. at Mainland High School.  All schools are invited to participate.  The cost is $10.        
All proceeds will go to support juvenile diabetes. 
 
November 16 –Autism Speaks will host a national walk at 10:30 a.m. at Kenneth W.  
Parker Amphitheater and City Center 1000 City Center Circle, Port Orange, FL  
32129 



 
 
November 23 –  FUTURES 8K/5K Run-Walk will be Saturday, November 23, 2013, at   
the Florida Tennis Center in Daytona Beach 
 
 
There is no meeting in December.  The next meeting will be January 8 at Deltona High 
School.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:35 pm. 
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