
District Advisory Committee Minutes 
March 5, 2014 

 
The District Advisory Committee (DAC) met on Wednesday, March 5, 2014, at 5:15 pm 
at Deltona High School, media center. 
 
Ms. Rebecca Taylor, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.   February 
minutes were posted on the web for review prior to the meeting.  The minutes were 
unanimously approved.  Dr. Smith, superintendent; Mr. Tom Russell, area 
superintendent; Ms. Cindy Fisher, coordinator, student discipline and records; and Ms. 
Nancy Wait, director of community information, were all in attendance. 
 
Ms. Taylor asked members for three volunteers to serve as the nominating committee. 
The following members volunteered:  Melissa Bossardet, mlbossar@volusia.k12.fl.us 
chairman; Andrew Dickens, admoney58@gmail.com;  and Jan Gartrell, 
qualityfence5459@aol.com.    E-mail the nominating committee members if you are 
interested in serving or would like to nominate someone to serve as chairman or vice-
chairman for the 2014-15 school year.  If you nominate someone, please make sure they 
are willing to serve. 
 
Dr. Margaret Smith gave updates on the half-cent sales tax extension, legislative 
session and the governor’s budget.  

• Half-cent sales tax extension- School Board members approved the project list 
created by citizens’ capital needs committee.  The marketing committee, phase 
II, is now starting its work. 

• Legislative Session-    In discussion with the legislators, Dr. Smith shared 
concern there would not be enough time to meet the requirements of the new 
assessments and accountability system by next year.  Dr. Smith encourages 
everyone to contact legislators by email with their concerns. Click here for 
legislator information. 

• Governor’s budget – even though the governor has proposed an additional $540 
million for education, most of the money is earmarked.  Volusia County Schools 
is still restoring the losses since 2007-08.   

 
 
Next to speak was Ms. Cindy Fisher, coordinator of student discipline and records.  Ms. 
Fisher explained prior to the beginning of each school year the Code of Student 
Conduct and Discipline is revised. Policy 208 must be reviewed annually and 
stakeholders must be given the opportunity to submit input.   A Code of Student 
Conduct committee comprised of law enforcement, students, teachers, parents, 
administrators and district personnel, meet every year to discuss changes to the code.  
Both elementary and secondary have minor changes to the policy this year.  Links to 
the elementary and secondary student code of conduct as well as the code 
recommendation form have been sent in previous emails to District Advisory Committee 
members.  Input forms should be submitted to her office no later than March 12.  All 
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suggested revisions may not appear in the code, but will definitely be reviewed.  The 
final document must be approved by the school board.  The Code of Student Conduct 
and Discipline is distributed to each student and to all teachers and administrators.  A 
written acknowledgement is requested from each student and parent.   
 
Mr. Tom Russell spoke about an upcoming forum planned called, “Today’s Students – 
Today’s Challenges:  Parents and Community Matter.”  The first of three forums will 
take place March 6 at New Smyrna Beach High.  Additional forums will be held in 
northeast Volusia and west Volusia. 
  

George Marks Elementary – Odyssey of the Mind team won third place and will be 
competing in state competition. 

School Successes 

 
Galaxy Middle had three teams compete in the Science Olympiad.  They placed first, 
third and fourth.  They are headed to state competition.  
 
The next meeting will be April 2 at Mainland  High School.  The meeting was adjourned 
at 6:30 pm. 


